[image: image1.jpg]



LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Monday, 16th February 2009 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Sean O Fearghaile, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, James Coyle, 

Adrian Farrell, Martin Farrell,  Frank Kilbride, 
Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan,  Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peter Murphy, 

Peggy Nolan,  P.J Reilly and Barney Steele.
APOLOGIES:                       Councillors   -    Seamus Butler, 
Maire Ni Giolla Bride Harcan and Michael Nevin.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey,  County Manager.


Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.
Ms. Aoife Moore, Executive Planner.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
Introduction.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, stated that the purpose of the meeting is to consider the Manager’s Report prepared in response to public consultation on the proposed amendments to the Draft Longford County Development Plan 2008 and to make the County Development Plan with or without the proposed amendments.
He also advised that the discussion on the County Development Plan is limited to the proposed amendments and the Manager’s Report prepared on the basis of submissions received relating to these amendments, as circulated to the members on the 14th January 2009.
Ms. A. Moore, Executive Planner, stated that with regard to the amendments to the Draft Longford County Development Plan, this Special Meeting of the Council is held under Section 12 (9) & (10) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and represents the culmination of an intensive consultation process that commenced in April 2007.

The proposed amendments to the Draft County Development Plan, as modified and agreed by the Council at meeting held on the 30th October 2008, were put on public display and submissions invited from 20th November to 18th December 2008.  A manager’s report was then prepared on the submissions received during this consultation phase and circulated to the members on the 14th January, 2009.

The following summary outlines the main issues raised as part of this process and the Manager’s response and recommendation in each instance.  

Lands at Cooleeney/Shroid 
The amendment was considered with the addendum to the Manager’s report circulated to the Members as part of the Agenda.
It is outlined in the proposed amendments that these lands are not zoned at this time,

pending the determination of the route of the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) scheme.

Proposed to be omitted pending the preparation of a Local Area Plan. It is recommended that this provision remains unaltered

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that the preparation of a Local Area Plan commence within three months of the finalisation of the preferred route for the N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) scheme.   The executive of the Council gave a commitment to adhere to this request from the members, subject to resources being available.
The proposed amendment was agreed with the modifications outlined above.
Lands at Clonbalt/Foynescourt/Clonrallagh  
Proposed by resolution at October 2008 Meeting Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government not in favour of zoning – haphazard backland development, existing quantum of zoned lands within the town etc. Zoning of these lands is not recommended.

Following discussions at subcommittee level, a report was sought from the Roads Section of Longford County Council. This report stated that the development of the lands in question would be premature given the current substandard road alignment on Knockmartin Lane, inadequate available sightlines at the access to the lands and the improvements that would be necessary at the junction of the lane with the R198 and N4, should this area be further developed. The Senior Planner stated that in the event of planning permission being sought for development on these lands, it would most likely be recommended for refusal on these grounds.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor D. Glennon seconded that the land in question be zoned residential.

Councillor P. Murphy proposed and Councillor A. Farrell seconded that a Local Area Plan be prepared for the area.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor G. Brady, it was unanimously agreed that the meeting adjourn for five minutes to allow the members time to deliberate on this issue.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Murphy seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a Local Area Plan be prepared for the wider Clonbalt/Foynescourt/Clonrallagh area which would facilitate alternative access options.  Every effort will be made to commence the preparation of the Plan within six months, subject to resources being available.

The Managers recommendation not to Zone the lands was therefore agreed subject to the proposal of Councillor. P. Murphy that the preparation of a Local Area plan commence within six months of the adoption of the County Development Plan subject to staff resources

Lands at Drumhaldry, Moyne.
This submission requests that alternatives are considered to mains sewerage provision from Arvagh. Alternatives are not considered appropriate in this instance, particularly given the proximity of sensitive environmental receptors. Alteration of the text associated with this zoning is therefore not recommended in this instance 
The members agreed to this recommendation and the County Manager undertook to make contact with the County Manager in Cavan County Council regarding this issue.
Lands North of Red Cow and at Knockmartin Lane 
This submission requested that “lands bounded by the N4 north of the Red Cow and North of Knockmartin Lane be zoned residential /commercial”. No map was received indicating the location and/or extent of the lands in question.  In any event, as the submission does not relate to the  proposed amendments to the draft plan, it is not possible to consider this submission at this stage in the Plan process (section 12 (10)(a) PDA ’00).
Settlement Strategy
Concerns were raised by the Environmental Protection Agency on the settlement strategy – availability, capacity and prioritisation of infrastructure to service zoned lands. It is considered that this is addressed in the “tiering” system proposed that links density with infrastructural improvements. It is not recommended that this strategy is altered
This was agreed by the members.
National Roads
The National Roads Authority raised concerns in relation to the protection of junction and interchange capacity. It is recommended that this is addressed through the addition of text to policy ROADS 15 facilitating the assessment of cumulative impact of developments on the road network as follows:-

“Proposals for development in the vicinity of interchanges and junctions on National Road Infrastructure shall, where appropriate, submit a transport study clearly assessing the implications of the proposal on the operation and performance of the relevant junctions/interchanges.   Where required this shall include an assessment of any potential cumulative impact in association with other developments on the road network.”
This amendment was agreed by the members.

“Exceptional Circumstances.”

The National Roads Authority outlined concerns in relation to the definition of the term “exceptional circumstances”. The definition of the term was contained in a footnote omitted from the printed amendments by computer error. This error was corrected and, as such, no further action is proposed on this issue.
It was agreed at subcommittee level that the definition of “exceptional circumstances” included in the footnote be relocated within the main body of the policy text.  

Councillor A. Mitchell stated that this definition should be broken into numbered parts for ease of reading. This was also agreed.
Protected Structures and Architectural Heritage
The Environmental Protection Agency expressed disappointment at the removal of proposed protected structures from the Record of Protected Structures..    Removal of structures from protection while retaining outbuildings would have no effect however as these would remain protected by location within curtilage.    It is recommended that Barry House and Springfield House are removed from the Record of Protected Structures in their entirety.
This amendment was agreed by the members.

The EPA indicated that measures should be put in place to protect unlisted structures contained in draft National Inventory of Architectural Heritage. It is recommended that the following policy is included as ARCH 6 – policy of council that proposals for development to structures included in draft National Inventory of Architectural Heritage maintain and enhance the character of these structures
This amendment was agreed by the members.

Kilcommock Glebe.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that it be recorded in the Minute of the Meeting that he had absented himself from the meeting for this item, due to a conflict of interest.

A submission was received proposing the redefinition of the curtilage of Kilcommock Glebe. This is considered appropriate and it is recommended that the curtilage is redefined as indicated.
This amendment was agreed by the members.

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requested a review of the text proposed for inclusion under Section 4.3 relating to protected structures. It is considered that the matters raised are adequately addressed in the text and, as such, no further alterations are proposed.
This was agreed by the members.

Funding for the Upkeep of Protected Structures.
On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor J. Coyle, it was unanimously agreed that a statement be included within the plan text seeking further funding to be made available for the upkeep of Protected Structures.
Rural Design Guide.

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government have suggested that the proposed amendment relating to the use of uPVC is revised to reflect a preference for visual appearance rather than favouring one material over another. It is recommended that this issue is addressed as proposed in the submission received.
This amendment was agreed by the members.

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment.

Mayor S. Farrell read Policy ENV 11 to the meeting:-

“Development proposals that involve the physical modification of water bodies, including abstraction of water, shall be considered having regard to the potential effect on habitats and plant and animal species, with particular consideration given to Natura 2000 sites and specific actions proposed where negative impacts are anticipated.   
Where appropriate, proposals shall be be screened for Appropriate Assessment in consultation with the National Parks and Wildlife Service.
On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Mayor S. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed that Policy ENV 11 be amended as follows:-

“Development proposals that involve the physical modification of water bodies, including abstraction of water, shall be considered having regard to the potential effect on habitats and plant and animal species, with particular consideration given to Natura 2000 sites and specific actions proposed where negative impacts are anticipated.   Where appropriate, proposals shall be be screened for Appropriate Assessment in consultation with the National Parks and Wildlife Service and other appropriate interested groups.”

The amendment was agreed with the modifications outlined above.
Making of County Development Plan 2009 – 2015.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that having considered the amendments and the Manager’s Report on Public Consultation under Section 12 (9)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, to make the Longford County Development Plan with the proposed amendments, subject to the modifications agreed at the meeting.
Councillor A. Mitchell requested that the Longford County Development Plan be reviewed annually which shall include a summary of decisions on planning applications by An Bord Pleanala where the Development Plan was quoted. 
Draft Local Area Plan for Longford Southern Environs.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to approve the commencement of the formal consultation process for the Draft Local Area Plan for Longford Southern Environs.
Reports on the Flancare Site and the Camlin Flood Study.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that the reports on the Flancare Site and the Camlin Flood study, as previously requested, be available for the March Meeting of the Council.
The County Manager thanked the Mayor, Members, and the staff of the Planning Section for their input into the preparation of the Development Plan.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 18th  March 2009.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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