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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of December Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Monday, 13th December 2010 at 5.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paul Connell, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 

Mark Casey, John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.




Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.







Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, 
the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 
17th November 2010 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 20th October 2010, which had been circulated, were noted.
MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL 
SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES:
Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities, was noted.

It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2011.

Political Donations  -  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act 1999, as amended  -  Third Parties, was noted.

Update on Connolly Barracks Feasibility Study.

The draft feasibility study on the Connolly Barracks site was circulated at the meeting.

It was agreed that a Joint meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council be held early in January 2011 to consider the Report.

Mayor Connell informed the members that Mr. Tony Killeen, T.D., Minister for Defence, is meeting the County Manager, Mr. Frank Sheridan, Mr. Dan Rooney, 
Mr. Michael Nevin, Mayor Paul Connell and Mayor Christy Warnock on Thursday, 16th December 2010 regarding the Report.

It was also agreed that Councillors Peggy Nolan, Denis Glennon and Mark Casey attend the meeting with the Minister
INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.

Roads  -

Minutes of Meeting of Transportation, Road Development & Maintenance and Road Safety Policies Strategic Policy Committee held on the 8th September 2010.

The Minutes of Meeting of Transportation, Road Development & Maintenance and Road Safety Policies Strategic Policy Committee held on the 8th September 2010, which had been circulated to the members, were noted.

Winter Maintenance Plan and Notices of Motions.

It was agreed that Councillor Duffy’s and Councillor Casey’s Motions be taken at this stage also.

Provision of Grit and Salt.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Duffy and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -

“During severe weather conditions that Longford County Council provides grit to communities at main junctions or community owned facilities, to allow local farmers to grit local roads and lanes which will enable people in remote areas to remain accessible to the local shops etc.”
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon-

I propose that Longford County Council makes salt available to Community groups for the purpose of salting the outside of Churches, doctors offices, schools and footpaths.”

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, outlined the details of the Council’s Winter Maintenance Plan as previously circulated to the members. He stated that during the winter months, Longford County Council monitors road conditions and in the event of frost and snow, the County Council implements a winter gritting programme based on an agreed priority schedule of roads  as set out below.   He stated that it is not possible to grit every road in the County 
	ROUTE DESIGNATION


	DESCRIPTION


	LEVEL OF SERVICE



	Priority 1
	N4

N5

N55

N63


	Road to be treated during all weather events

- (103 km)


	Priority 2


	R-194

R-392

R-397

L-1051

L-1042

L-1028

L1099

L-1098

L-1150
	R-198

R-393

R-398

L-1048

L-1029

L-1155

L-1096

L-5187

L-1127


	R-395

R-396


	Roads to be treated as part of the normal winter service but may have interruptions to treatment in certain severe weather events or due to budgetary constraints

- Regional Roads – (155km )

 - Selected Local Roads



	Priority 3
	Routes that can be kept serviceable once Priority 1 & Priority 2 routes have been treated if resources allow


	Not treated as part of the normal winter service but may receive intermittent treatment during certain severe weather events




Mr. Murphy informed the meeting that the National Roads Authority took over the management of salt supplies after last winter’s severe weather conditions.  Officials from the Council are in daily contact with the NRA informing them of the Council’s requirements.  However, it would appear that salt supplies nationally are beginning to run short and the Council had been advised to conserve supplies and use a mixture of salt and grit.

The members expressed concern regarding the NRA’s handling of the national supply of salt.

Mayor Connell, the Members and Management Team complimented the staff of the Council and community and voluntary groups for their combined efforts during the recent bad weather.

With regard to Councillor Duffy’s and Councillor Casey’s Motions, Mr. Murphy stated that community groups should make contact with the Area Engineer, preferably through their elected representatives and grit would be made available at selected locations, subject to resources. He stated that this was on the understanding from the advice from the Attorney General’s office that there would not be any liability issues for the Council.

Mr. Murphy stated that the following is the advice which has been given by the Attorney General’s office regarding liability -

“As with clearance of paths the issue of liability does not arise where the material is delivered, stored and used in a safe manner and does not cause hazard.”
Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Longford County Council writes to the Minister for Transport requesting that the school transport fleet be fitted with winter tyres during severe weather conditions.

Provision of Electric Ducting.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -

“I propose that this Council adopts a policy that going forward when a footpath needs replacing on any of the main streets in our towns that electric ducting is placed under the footpath for the potential use of recharging of electric cars in the near future.”

Mr. Murphy stated that when new footpaths are being constructed, the Council consults with the utility providers prior to the work and provides spare ducting where required.  He also stated that the Council would co-operate with any requirement of the Department of Energy regarding this matter.
Environment:

Update on four impediments in the Camlin and Shannon rivers –
Mr. C. Murphy updated the members in relation to the following issues raised at previous meetings of the Council.

1. The unfinished hydro-electric scheme in Tarmonbarry.

Waterways Ireland has appointed Consultants to progress a scheme through the                
planning process and, subject to satisfactory completion of same, will seek 
tenders to advance the project.

2. Concrete wall at Millwheel in Clondra.

Waterways Ireland has advised that the Receiver for the developer in this case has 
indicated that he is willing to re-instate the Mill Race. The members noted that 
while this was not a matter that could be resolved through the planning process 
the Council had written to the Receiver in this matter.
     3. 
Burke’s Lock


Waterways Ireland has indicated that it will facilitate flows through the system 
whenever the opportunity exists, at times of high water. However it has also 
advised that this section has been constructed as a navigation channel and not a 
drainage channel. As such, the river takes its natural course and any proposal to 
divert flood waters through the channel could endanger the bridge and walls in the 
channel.

   4.      New lock gates.

The Office of Public Works has advised that this issue needs to be considered in 
the context of managing flood risk in the Shannon catchment as a whole. The 
Office of Public Works will shortly commence the Shannon Catchment Flood 
Risk Assessment and Management Study. The study will analyse flood risk in 
detail and will produce a prioritised list of measures to address the risk in 
consultation with stakeholders including the relevant local authorities.
HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the November meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Update on Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road.  

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services stated that subject to full Department approval, the Association invited tenders from pre-qualified contractors. The tenders were opened in the offices of Longford Town Council on Friday 12th November and a tender report and post-tender funding application was submitted to the Department on the 29th November last.  Cluid has confirmed provisional approval from the Department, subject to finalisation of a number of details with regard to design and cost, and these issues were further discussed between Cluid and Department at meeting on 2nd December last.

Notice of Motion.

Lanesborough Fire Station.

Councillor M. Casey requested that the following Motion be adjourned to the January 2011 meeting of the Council  - 
“I propose a motion that Longford County Council sends a delegation to Minister Michael Finneran requesting funding for the next stage of Lanesborough Fire Station.”
In the meantime, a letter will be sent to Minister Finneran informing him of the Council’s high priority with regard to the above project.
Árd Rí Affordable Houses, Árdnacassa 

Councillor P. Nolan referred to eight houses in Árd Rí, Ardnacassa which loose their supply of water whenever there is severe weather.  Councillor Nolan stated that the service pipes are too near ground level.

It was agreed that Infrastructure will check out that the public water supply is reaching each stopcock in the area.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was agreed that the Council write to Mr. John Gormley, T.D.,  Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting an amendment to the Building Regulations to require insulation of all water service pipes, including stopcock and chamber.

Freezing Pipes supplying Council’s Turnkey Developments.

Mayor P. Connell referred to service pipes freezing at Turnkey Developments.

It was agreed that the Council will identify the offending estates and prepare a capital scheme to resolve to Building Regulations, and apply for funding for same.
Leaking / Freezing Stopcock at dwelling on Ballinalee Road, Longford:
It was agreed that Infrastructure will investigate this problem. 
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.
Public Liability Claims received during November 2010.


It was noted that one public liability claim was received during November 2010.

GENERAL ITEMS.

Notices of Motions.
Vital Role of the Postal Service in Ireland.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -

“That Longford County Council calls on the Government to recognise the vital role of the postal service in Ireland and its particular importance in rural Ireland as a means of communication, a vital economic service and an intrinsic part of the fabric of the community which must be properly protected by Government in the legislation to 
open the postal market to full competition. 

It is essential that the Government ensures that the Universal Service Obligation is protected by legislation and does not allow the opening of the market to lead to a reduction in services, wide spread job losses and social dumping as has happened in other countries who have already opened their postal market to competition.” 

It was unanimously agreed that a letter be sent to Mr. Eamon Ryan, T.D.,  Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources outlining the Council’s concerns.

Security Cameras at Edgeworthstown Train Station.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor T. Victory -

“I propose that Irish Rail provide security cameras at Edgeworthstown Train Station.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Irish Rail regarding security issues at Edgeworthstown Train Station.
Correspondence  -
Letter dated 31st October 2010 received from the Office of the Minister for Lifelong Learning at the Department of Education and Science regarding school transport service was noted.

Letter dated 1st November 2010 received from Mr. Kevin Kidney, Head of Operations, Failte Ireland, regarding financial contribution for 2011 was noted. 
Letter dated 14th October 2010 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government regarding the publication of names of those fined under the Litter Pollution Acts was noted.
Letter dated 9th November 2010 received from the Office of the Minister at the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources regarding Eircom bill payment rules 
and O2 rules on electronic billing was noted.
Letter dated 18th November 2010 received from O2 Customer Care regarding O2’s introduction of electronic billing was noted.

Letter dated 11th November 2010 received from the Department of Finance regarding VRT Designated Centres for NCT testing was noted.

Letter dated 11th November 2010 received from the 
Office of the Minister at the Department of Health and Children regarding the implementation of an anti-social behaviour policy.
Letter dated 24th November 2010 received from the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in connection with invitations to the Tidy Towns Awards Ceremony was noted.
Letter dated 23rd November 2010 received from the 
Chief Superintendent, An Garda Siochana, Roscommon regarding Drug Squad Officers in Granard and Longford. 
Councillor M. Sexton expressed dissatisfaction with the reply received from Superintendent Hargadon and requested that a letter be sent to the local Drugs Forum.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that Superintendent Hargadon be requested to attend a meeting of the Joint Policing Committee regarding this issue.
CONFERENCES.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.  
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th January 2011.
Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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