
      LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

  Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt

Minutes of  Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held in the 

Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on 

Monday, 13th  December 2010 at 3.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paul Connell, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, 

John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and Thomas Victory.                                                                                             

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Barry Lynch,  Head of Finance.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.


Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.
Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

Budget 2011  -  Introduction by County Manager.
Mr. T. Caffrey, County Manager, informed the meeting that the General-Purpose Grant allocation from the Local Government Fund for Longford County Council for the year 2011 has been confirmed at  €12,849,645 -  this represents a 7.27% reduction on the 2010 Local Government Fund allocation.
Following the Finance meeting held on the 29th November 2010, a letter was sent to Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government outlining the Council’s grave concerns and requesting that the equalisation policy be continued when the Local Government Fund allocation was being determined.  
The County Manager stated that despite the continued downturn in 2010, there were a number of significant achievements over the year including the progression of the N5 Bypass.
Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, stated that the Draft Budget was prepared on the basis of a 12.5% reduction in the 2010 Local Government Fund allocation.

There is now an additional amount of €958,978 to be allocated over the eight Service Divisions.

The following is the recommendation from the Corporate Policy Group -

	Deficit Reduction
	100,000

	Housing Maintenance
	325,000

	Roads Maintenance
	450,000

	Library Book Fund
	30,000

	Granard Town Council
	3,375

	LEDCO
	1,500

	Community Grants
	25,000

	Reduction in provisions Rates
	-27,114

	Disabled Persons Grants
	4,103

	Rates Reduction  -  

1% reduction in the Annual Rate on Valuation.


	47,114

	                                                       Total
	€958,978


The members expressed concern regarding the amount allocated for Community Grants.

Following a lengthy debate and agreement from the Members, it was agreed to reduce the amount allocated for tourism promotion by €11,000 to €35,000 and refunds and irrecoverable rates by €10,000.  This reallocation of funds will bring the community grants up to €46,000.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell, it was agreed that recognition should be given to the Council when awarding grants to community groups.
Amendments to Draft Budget 2011
Mayor P. Connell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded the amendments to the Draft Budget 2011 as outlined on Page 2 of this Minute.



Service Division A   -   Housing and Building:

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was agreed that Service Division A   -   Housing and Building be adopted.

Service Division B  -  Roads and Transportation & Safety:

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor T. Victory, it was agreed that Service Division B – Roads and Transportation & Safety be adopted.

Service Division C  -  Water Services:

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was agreed that Service Division C – Water Services be adopted.

Service Division D  -  Development Management:

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Mayor P. Connell, it was agreed that Service Division D – Development Management be adopted.

Service Division E  -  Environmental Services:

On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was agreed that Service Division E  -  Environmental Services be adopted.

Service Division F  -  Recreation and Amenity:

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was agreed that Service Division F – Recreation and Amenity be adopted.

Service Division G  -  Agriculture, Education, Health and Welfare.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was agreed that Service Division G – Agriculture, Education, Health and Welfare be adopted.

Service Division H  -  Miscellaneous Services:

On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, it was agreed that Service Division H – Miscellaneous Services be adopted.

EXCESS EXPENDITURE IN 2010.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Mayor P. Connell, approval to Excess Expenditure in 2010, as circulated by the Head of Finance, was unanimously agreed.

ADOPTION OF BUDGET:

It was proposed by Councillor P. Belton and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill and unanimously resolved that Longford County Council adopt for the Financial year ending 31st December 2011 the Budget as amended.

It was proposed by Councillor G. Brady and seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan and unanimously resolved  that the Council adopts for the financial year ending 31st December 2011, the Budget set out in Tables A – F, as amended and by Resolution determined in accordance with the said Budget the Rates set out in Tables A and Column 7 of Table C as amended to €66.68 to be the annual rate on valuation to be levied for 2011 for the purposes set out in Table A and Table C.

All the members complimented the Head of Finance, the staff in the Finance Section and the Executive for the preparation of the Draft Budget for 2011.

The County Manager thanked the Mayor, Members of the Corporate Policy Group, Members of the Council, Head of Finance and the staff of the Finance Section and the Directors of Services for their input into the preparation of the Draft Budget for 2011.

Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, also thanked the Mayor, Members of the Corporate Policy Group, Directors of Services and their staff and the staff in the Finance Section for their input into the preparation of the Draft Budget for 2011.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 
19th January 2011.
Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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