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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of September Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 15th September 2010 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paul Connell, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, 

John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.

APOLOGY:    

Councillor Gerry Brady.                                                      
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr.  Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.                                                 

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY,

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Matthews family, Rathcronan, Granard on the death of P.J. Matthews.

On the proposal of Councillor L. McEntire seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to Councillor Martin Mulleady on the death of his Uncle, Oliver Rogan.
On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor T. Victory, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Kenny family,  Whitehill, Edgeworthstown on the death of Josie Kenny.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the O’Malley family, Glack, Longford on the death of  Kathleen O’Malley.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Farrell seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Kenny family, Ballinahinch, Newtowncashel on the death of John Kenny.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor S. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McEntee family, Kenagh,   on the death of Frank Tiernan.
On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor T. Victory, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Kelly family, Molly, Aughnacliffe, on the death of Michael Kelly, retired Rate Collector with Longford County Council.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Teague family, Legan on the death of Mick Teague.
The County Manager, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of Longford County Council, associated with the votes of sympathy.
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS.

All members congratulated the many towns and villages in the County who achieved impressive results in the National Tidy Towns Competition 2010.  The County Manager also complimented all the committees who were involved in this year’s competition.
Councillor Mitchell expressed disappointment that the Mayor had not been invited to the Awards Ceremony which was held in The Helix on Monday, 13th September.  It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting an explanation as to why the Mayor and a number of Mayors from around the country were not invited to the Awards Ceremony and requesting that in future the County Mayors be invited.
Councillor M. Cahill congratulated the Carrickedmond Intermediate Football Team on winning the Intermediate Football Championship Final.

Councillor M. Carrigy congratulated the winners in the Pride of Estate Awards and complimented Sheila Tipper, Housing Liaison Officer, for her excellent work.

Councillor J. Duffy congratulated Councillor Martin Mulleady and wished him well in his new role as Manager of the County Longford Minor Team. 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, 
the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 21st July 2010 were confirmed and adopted.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Mayor P. Connell, it was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow for the arranging of a special meeting to address unemployment in the County.

SPECIAL MEETING OF LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL AND 
LONGFORD TOWN COUNCIL.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Connell seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that a Joint Special Meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council be held on Wednesday, 22nd September 2010 at 3.30 p.m. to address the high level of unemployment in the County.

It was agreed that a representative from the following bodies be requested to attend  -

· I.D.A.

· Enterprise Ireland

· FAS

· Longford County Enterprise Board.

It was also agreed that Deputies James Bannon and Peter Kelly be requested to attend the meeting.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 16th June 2010, which had been circulated, were noted.
MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL 
SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES:
Preparation of Draft Register of Electors 2011-2012.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that the Draft Register of Electors is currently being prepared and will be published on the 1st November 2010.   

He emphasised the need for the public to be made aware to register as soon as possible.
Official Opening of Royal Canal.

The meeting was informed that the Official Re-Opening of the Royal Canal from Dublin to Richmond Harbour in Clondra will take place on Friday, 1st October at 2.00 p.m.

In reply to a query raised by Councillor A. Mitchell regarding associated events being organised during the weekend of the 1st October, Mr. Sheridan stated that the events mentioned by Councillor Mitchell are being organised by local committees in Clondra.

Councillor Glennon emphasised the need to have the Canal link extended into Longford town.

Economic Development.
It was noted that a Joint Special Meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council will be held on Wednesday, 22nd September 2010 at 3.30 p.m.
Update on Connolly Barracks Feasibility Study.

Mr. Sheridan stated that a feasibility study of the Connolly Barracks site to help identify the most appropriate uses for the former Barracks will be carried out by staff from the Midland Regional Authority.

The meeting was informed that an advertisement was placed in the local papers at the beginning of September inviting submissions from interested individuals or groups – the closing date for same is the 20th September 2010.

A detailed report will be prepared for the October meeting of the Council.

Grants to Community and Voluntary Bodies 2010.
The list of Grants to Community and Voluntary Bodies was circulated to the members.

It was agreed that recognition should be given to Longford County Council when the grants to Community and Voluntary Bodies are being allocated.

Various members referred to a number of groups/organisations in the County which they felt should also be considered for funding in 2010.

INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.
Water –
Water Services Investment Programme 2010- 2012.
Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, updated the members as follows  -
Contracts at Construction. 

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme- Reservoir and Pipelines–Stage 6 

This scheme has provided a new 10,000 m³ reservoir at Knockahaw to serve Longford Town and environs, a new watermain to connect it to the existing service reservoir at Prucklish and some new distribution mains in Longford Town.

Carty Contractors Limited commenced work on this Contract on 5th August 2008 and work was substantially complete on 29th March 2010. Official opening of the scheme took place on 17th June 2010.

The total contract and non-contract cost for Longford Regional Water Supply Scheme Stage 6 (Reservoir and Rising Mains) is approximately €11,870,000 and will require a local contribution of €3,205,000. 

5 Villages Sewerage Scheme: Contract 1 – Networks for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe & Ballinalee 
This contract involved the construction of sewer networks in the villages of Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee. Clarke Quarries Ltd commenced work on this Contract on 6th July 2009 and work was substantially complete on 2nd July 2010. The network contract was tendered for €1, 915,341. 

Contract to Start 2010 – 2012

Ballymahon/ Granard Regional Water Supply Scheme 

The proposed works on Ballymahon RWSS and the Granard RWSS have been combined and divide into the following Contracts:

Contract 3 - Water Treatment Works Upgrades

The contract provides for the upgrading of Abbeyshrule WTW and Lough Kinale WTW which supplies Ballymahon RWSS and Granard RWSS respectively. Tenders for upgrading of Abbeyshrule WTW and Lough Kinale WTW have been received. Tobin Consulting Engineers are in the process of evaluating the tenders. 

Contract 4 - Pipelines

On the Ballymahon RWSS, the works consist of a new trunk main to link the Ballymahon and Keenagh Schemes as well as a new trunk main to Ballymahon Tower. On the Granard RWSS the works consist of a new rising main between Lough Kinale WTW and Rathcronan Reservoir as well as replacing existing cast iron watermain in Abbeylara. Tenders for this contract have been received and Tobin Consulting Engineers are in the process of evaluating the tenders.

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme 
The proposed works for the scheme have been divided into individual contracts as follows:

Contract 3 – Pipelines & Reservoirs
The contract provides for the construction of 2 no. reservoirs i.e. 5,000m³ reservoir at Prucklish and a 750m³ reservoir at Lisnanagh to provide additional storage capacity on the scheme. It will also involve the construction of new rising main and distribution main between Lough Forbes WTW and Prucklish Reservoir, the construction of a new rising main between Glannagh Pumping Station and Lisnanagh Reservoir and the construction of a new main between Prucklish and Drumlish.
Part 8 planning for the proposed 2 reservoirs is currently being progressed. Contract documents have been prepared by Tobin Consulting Engineers and will be submitted to the DoEHLG when Part 8 planning is confirmed.

Contract 4 – Upgrading of Lough Forbes WTW 

This contract provides for the construction of additional clarification capacity at Lough Forbes WTW in order to relieve overloading of the existing Dissolved Air Flotation (DAF) tank. The contract also provides for sludge dewatering equipment and new treatment building to house additional treatment. This will improve the quality of the supply.

DoEHLG have given the Council approval to appoint Contractor. It is envisaged that the works will commence in September 2010.  

Notice of Coming into Force of Proposal to abstract water from the River Shannon at Lough Forbes will be published on 16th September 2010 and come into force on the 23rd September 2010. 

5 Villages Sewerage Scheme:  

Contract 2 – Design Build Operate Works 

This Contract provides for the design, supply, construction, installation, testing and commissioning, operation and maintenance of all plant, materials and equipment to provide new Wastewater Treatment Plants for the villages of Ardagh, Aughnacliffe, Ballinalee, Drumlish and Newtownforbes.
Report on Tenders was submitted on 20th April 2010 to the DoEHLG for approval. Council is waiting for this approval in order to appoint recommended tenderer. Approval is expected in the final quarter of 2010.

Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 1 Network Rehabilitation

The works within this contract comprise the rehabilitation of existing watermains and installation of new mains in Longford town. Tenders have been received and Grontmij who are the consultants for the project are in the process of evaluating the tenders.
Advance works to this contract have been carried out on the Dublin Rd and Teffia Park.

Schemes at Planning Stages 2010 - 2012
Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme 

WYG have been appointed to revise and update the Preliminary Report of March 1991 for the Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme. The area included under the Scheme includes the towns of Lanesborough, Newtowncashel, Killashee and Derraghan. It’s envisaged that the Preliminary Report would be completed in the final quarter of 2010. 

Longford Sewerage Scheme

The Scheme provides for network upgrade including South East Environs of Longford Town and for upgrading of the existing Waste Water Treatment Works. The Council has shortlisted consultants who will tender for consultative engineering services for this Scheme. 

The brief was submitted on 11th November 2009 to the Department for approval before issuing brief to consultants to tender. DoEHLG approval for brief is expected in the final quarter of 2010.

Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 2 Network Rehabilitation

An application for Stage 3 Phase 2 Network Rehabilitation Contract for rehabilitation of defective water mains in Lanesborough, Granard, Edgeworthstown, and Drumlish has been made to the DoEHLG and LCC are awaiting approval for Stage 3 Phase 2.

Lanesborough Sewerage Scheme

This Scheme is amalgamated with Roscommon 16 Villages Sewerage Scheme and Roscommon County Council is the Contracting Authority for this Scheme. The Scheme provide for constructing a pumping station and rising main to pump sewerage to a treatment plant to be constructed in Ballyleague, Co. Roscommon.

DBO tender documents have been issued to shortlisted contractors and to be returned by September 2010.

Contractor has commenced work on the collection system contract in Lanesborough and it is envisaged that works will be complete by September 2010.

Rural Water Scheme

Tenders have been invited for the construction of treatment plants at Kenagh and Legan under the Rural Water Scheme. Tenders to be returned by end of September 2010.
Mr. Murphy replied to queries raised by the members.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that the Council write again to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and to Deputies Kelly and Bannon requesting that approval be given for the Longford Sewerage Scheme.

Environment –
Cemetery Provision and Maintenance in County Longford.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, referred to the report circulated with the Agenda regarding Cemetery provision and maintenance in the County.
He stated that the report was considered by the members of the Corporate Policy Group who recommended that it be referred back to the Strategic Policy Committee for further consideration and development.  This was agreed to by the members of the Council

Litter Management Plan 2010 -2012.
The Acting Director of Services outlined the details of the Litter Management Plan.
Councillor S. Farrell requested that the Plan be amended to deal with the proliferation of clothing banks and also that bottle banks be increased in size.  It was agreed that these items will receive further consideration by the Strategic Policy Committee.
With regard to the “name and shame” policy for litter offenders, the members were informed that the Council is not allowed, under the Data Protection Act, to implement this policy.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that the Council write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that the Data Protection legislation be amended to allow for a “name and shame” policy for litter offenders.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Connell seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Litter Management Plan 2010 – 2012.

Flooding in Longford Town and farmland downstream.

Councillor P. Nolan requested an update on the Motion which she submitted at the July meeting of the Council regarding five impediments in the Camlin and Shannon rivers - 
1. The unfinished hydro-electric scheme in Tarmonbarry.

2. Concrete wall at Millwheel in Clondra.
2. Silt in Clondra.

4. Burke’s Lock

5. New lock gates.

The Acting Director of Services read a letter which he received from Waterways Ireland regarding the five issues raised by Councillor Nolan.  He stated that when he contacted the OPW earlier in the day, he was informed that a letter will issue in the coming days.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that a letter be sent to the OPW requesting them to meet a deputation from Longford Council.
HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the July meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Update on Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road.  

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that in May 2009, Longford County Council wrote the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that Cluid Housing Association’s application for funding for Phase II of the St. Michael’s Road project be granted approval to progress to the Planning and Procurement stage.  Longford County Council received a letter from the DOEHLG on 8th September 2009 which detailed in-depth additional information which must be submitted by Cluid before the application could be processed further.  Cluid submitted their reply through the Council to the Department on 24th February 2010.

Representatives from the Executive of both the County Council and Town Council met with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in Ballina on 6th October 2010 and discussed the possibility of availability of grants for the project.  The Director of Services also met with representatives of Cluid on 16th November 2009 and again on the 24th February 2010 to review progress and the option of phasing the project to match likely availability of finance.   Meanwhile, confirmation was received from the Department on 8th February 2010 that funding has been approved for the advancement of the project, and this was confirmed at the Housing Action Planning meeting between the Executive of both Councils and the Department on 23rd February 2010.

Cluid has reached agreement with most of the affected property owners in the vicinity of St.Michael’s Road, and action is being taken by the Town Council to acquire outstanding properties through the CPO process.

The Association submitted an application for Planning Permission for the project to Longford Town Council on 12th March 2010, and Permission was granted on the 5th May 2010.

The Department by letter of 31st March 2010 requested further information in respect of costings, procurement and design, and a reply was received from Cluid on 30th April 2010.  
This, together with additional information required from the Council, was returned to the Department on 11th May 2010.
Cluid has confirmed provisional approval from the Department, subject to finalisation of a further number of details.  Subject to full Department approval, the Association is planning to proceed to invite tenders from pre-qualified contractors in the next month or so.

The Department is very conscious of the support of both Longford County & Town Councils for this project, and recognises the huge improvement it would make to the area of St. Michael’s Road and Longford Town in general.

Joint Meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council 

regarding Housing.
It was agreed that the Mayor of the County Council and the Mayor of the Town Council will meet with the Director of Services to draft an Agenda for the Joint Housing meeting.
It was further agreed that two meetings be held as follows  -

· Longford Town Council and the members from the Longford Electoral Area on the County Council.

· Members from the Ballymahon, Drumlish and Granard Electoral Areas.

Notices of Motions.

Refurbishment of Tromra Road, Granard and

Seventeen Houses in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy                      -

“What are the present circumstances regarding funding being granted by the Department of Housing for the refurbishment of Trumra Road Granard, as funding was supposed to come through this summer and work was due to start later this year and also what is the present position of the funding that was granted by the Department of Housing last year towards the building of 17 houses at the rear of The Ulster Bank in Granard, which a large percentage of these houses were to be OP Dwellings”.
Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, stated that the overall €4.1m (approx) funding for refurbishment of Trumra Road has not been approved to date.  However, the Department has sanctioned detailed design of the project, and a Consultant is currently engaged in providing the service.  Subject to approval of the detailed design, the project will proceed to tender stage.
Because the Market Street 17 No. house proposed development is a matter of current legal consideration, it is sub judice and no comment can be made at this stage.
Councillor A. Mitchell declared an interest in the above item.

Refurbishment of Tromra Road, Granard
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly  -

“I call on the Minister for Housing to provide immediate funding to Longford County Council for the regeneration of Tromra Road and Colmcille Terrace in Granard.”
The overall €4.1m (approx) funding for refurbishment of Trumra Road has not been approved to date.  However, the Department has sanctioned detailed design of the project, and a Consultant is currently engaged in providing this service.  Subject to approval of the detailed design, the project will proceed to tender stage.
The Council’s current programme, with limited availability of Department finance, is first to refurbish Trumra Road, then McEoin Park, Longford, and then Colmcille Terrace in Granard.   A preliminary proposal for McEoin Park has been discussed with the Department, and when this reaches a further stage of approval, plans will be prepared for Colmcille Terrace.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during July and August 2010.


It was noted that five public liability claims were received during July and August 2010.

Audit Report on the 2009 Annual Financial Statement
Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, outlined the details of the Statutory Audit Report on the 2009 Annual Financial Statement, as circulated.

The Head of Finance and County Manager replied to queries raised by the members.

The Audit Report on the 2009 Annual Financial Statement was noted by the members.

I.T. Sub- Committee.
Mr. Lynch informed the members that a meeting of the I.T. subcommittee will be held on the 28th September. The dates for the Members Computer Training will be finalised at that meeting.

Rates – Graded System.
Councillor M. Carrigy referred to his proposal at the February meeting of the Council requesting the Minister for Finance to amend legislation to allow each Local Authority to bring in a graded system of rates as an incentive to fill vacant units.

Councillor Carrigy requested that a further letter be sent to the Minister for Finance.
GENERAL ITEMS.

Notices of Motions –

UN Peacekeeping Missions.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Loughrey and seconded by Councillor D. Glennon -


"I ask that Longford County Council officially recognises the contribution made by Longford peacekeepers towards UN peacekeeping missions"
It was agreed that Councillor Loughrey will consider this Motion further and revert back to the Council in due course.
Drug Squad Officers.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell -

“That this Council demands that the Minister for Justice immediately orders the 

re-instatement of the Drug Squad Officers to Granard and Longford.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Justice and Law Reform and to the Chief Superintendent in Roscommon requesting the re-instatement of the Drug Squad Officers in Granard and Longford.
Vehicle Registration Tax.

It was agreed that the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor D. Glennon be adjourned to the October meeting of the Council  -

“I propose that Longford County Council seek to have Longford designated as one of the centres to carry out vehicle examination to determine the Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) due on all unregistered imported vehicles to ensure conformance with the legal requirements set down by the Revenue Commissioners.  Recently 22 such centres have been so designated, but there 
is none in Longford, Roscommon, Leitrim, Cavan or Westmeath which means there is a significant void in this area, with the nearest designated centres being Kells, Monaghan, Tullamore and Sligo.”  

 School Transport.
It was agreed that the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor M. Carrigy be adjourned to the October meeting of the Council  -

“Can I get an update on my request for a review of the School Transport 
System and in particular the present routes and three mile zone.”

FAS Community Schemes and Work Placement Schemes.

It was agreed that the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor M. Carrigy be adjourned to the October meeting of the Council  -

“I am calling for a review of the eligibility for the various FAS Community Schemes and Work Placement Schemes.”

Correspondence  -
Letter dated 22nd July 2010 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the Water Services Investment Programme 2010 – 2012 and the Rural Water Programme 2010 was noted.

Letter dated 23rd July 2010 received from the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources regarding the Broadcasting Levy was noted.

Letter dated 31st August 2010 received from Iarnrod Eireann regarding parking fees and clamping of vehicles at Edgeworthstown Station car
park was noted.
Councillor P.J. Reilly expressed disappointment at the reply received from Iarnrod Eireann.
Letter dated 6th September 2010 received from the Office of the Minister for Finance regarding the N4 Mullingar to Longford project was noted.

CONFERENCES.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.  
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 20th October 2010.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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