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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of November Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 17th November 2010 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paul Connell, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 

Mark Casey, John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.




Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.







Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, 
the Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 
22nd September 2010 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, 
the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 

20th October 2010 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Longford County Council  and Longford Town Council Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy 2010 – 2015.
In reply to a query from Councillor A. Mitchell, Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, informed the meeting that legal advice is being sought regarding the proposal that a 

5-year residence clause be inserted in the Council’s scheme of letting priorities for entitlement to rented accommodation.

The issue of National Garda vetting instead of Local Garda vetting with regard to approving potential tenants will be considered by the Strategic Policy Committee.

Agenda for Meeting.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Connell seconded by Councillor G. Brady, it was agreed that the Economic and Community Development, Corporate and Cultural 
Services and Human Resources Directorate be taken at the commencement of the meeting.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL 
SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES:
Presentation of certificates to “Pride of Place” Representatives.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that Longford Women’s Link won the “Community Response to Unemployment” category in the Pride of Place Competition.    Acorn CDP and the Aisling Festival were short-listed in their respective categories.  

This competition is hosted by Co-operation Ireland in conjunction with the all-island Local Authority Steering Forum comprising officials from authorities in both parts of Ireland.   The competition seeks to celebrate communities for their involvement in activities that enhance their local area.  He complimented the excellent projects representing County Longford in the competition.

Mayor Connell congratulated the three groups and presented each group with a certificate and a cheque from Longford County Council.

Mr. F. Sheridan paid particular tribute to Ms. Laura Heneghan for her role in organising this competition.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Mayor P. Connell proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that Standing Orders be adjourned to allow a discussion on the Longford Rehab Person of the Year Awards Ceremony.

The members of the Council expressed dissatisfaction that the Longford Rehab Person of the Year Awards Ceremony is being held in the Shannon Key West Hotel in Rooskey in County Roscommon.

The members agreed that an explanation should be requested from the organisers as to why a venue in County Longford was not chosen for the function.

Councillor J. Duffy pointed out that a Longford native owns the venue and employs many people from County Longford and also referred to its close proximity to County Longford.
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Loughrey seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of congratulations be extended to Mike and Pat Glennon of Longford based timber processing firm, Glennon Brothers, who were named the Ernst & Young  Industry Entrepreneur of the Year.
Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Longford Slashers Football Team on winning the County Final.

Councillor V. Kiernan proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Killoe Senior Team on winning the Leader Cup Final.

Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to St. Vincent’s Minor Team on winning the Minor Championship.
Update on Connolly Barracks Feasibility Study.

Mr. Sheridan stated that the draft feasibility study on the Connolly Barracks site will be presented at a meeting of the sub-committee on Tuesday, 30th November 2010.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that following the presentation of the Feasibility Study at the meeting of the sub-committee that it be presented to a Joint meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council.

Ballymahon Library.

In response to a query from Councillor B. Steele regarding the completion date for the Ballymahon Library project, Mr. Sheridan stated that it is anticipated works will be complete early in 2011.

Notices of Motions.

Playground in Ballinalee.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. Victory and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -


“That Longford County Council provide funding for playground facilities in Ballinalee.”
Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that a Playground for Ballinalee will be considered under the next programme for the provision of playgrounds in the County, subject to available resources.

Representation of Women’s Manifesto Group on Strategic Policy Committees.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors M. Casey and M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -

"I propose a motion that this Council writes to Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to establishing if, and under what conditions, Longford Women’s Manifesto Group could gain representation on the Strategic Policy Committees". 
Councillor P. Nolan requested that it be recorded in the Minute of the meeting her support for the inclusion of a representative from the Longford Women’s Manifesto Group on the Longford County Council Strategic Policy Committees.

It was noted that when the Strategic Policy Committee Scheme was being prepared that the nomination process in respect of five representatives from the Community and Voluntary Sector was facilitated by the Community and Voluntary Forum.
The Strategic Policy Committee Scheme, which was adopted by the members at the January 2010 Monthly Meeting, includes five members who were nominated by the Community and Voluntary Sector. 
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister’s office requesting the views of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the inclusion of the Longford Women’s Manifesto Group on the Strategic Policy Committees.

ESB Sub-station to Charge Vehicles.

Councillor P. Nolan referred to the use of electric vehicles over the coming years and the plan by the ESB to provide a National EV Charging Network and the roll-out of “public” infrastructure. 

The Director of Services agreed to make contact with the ESB to ascertain in a sub-station could be located in County Longford.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 15th September 2010, which had been circulated, were noted.
MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during October 2010.


It was noted that three public liability claims were received during October 2010.
Overdraft Accommodation for year ending 31st December 2011.

Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, informed the meeting that the requirement to seek approval from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to overdraft accommodation has been changed from six monthly approval to annual approval. 

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Councillor P. Loughrey, it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft accommodation of €8m for year ending 
31st December 2011.
INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.
Water and Sewerage –
Update on Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, stated the procurement process for the above Schemes is being carried out at the present time.  Approval to proceed with these schemes is still awaited from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  
Sewerage Scheme in Ballinalee 
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor T. Victory  -

“I call on the Department of Education to provide funding towards the extension to the Village Sewerage Scheme in Ballinalee.”

The members agreed that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Education be requested to co-fund an extension to the Ballinalee Sewerage Scheme to serve the National School, the local community and approximately fourteen private houses.
It was further agreed that the Minister for the Environment be requested to receive a deputation from the Council regarding funding for the proposed extension of the sewerage scheme.

Roads  -

Notice of Motion.

Parking in Towns in County Longford .
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride  -

“I call on Longford County Council to look at the issue of parking in all the major towns in the County as businesses are suffering due to parking problems.”

The members discussed at length the issue or parking in towns in the county and need to free up car parking spaces.  Concern was expressed regarding parking spaces being taken up all day by staff in shops and businesses and the need for off street carparking.  The members also discussed whether a “one hour” free parking policy could be operated to encourage people to shop locally. 
Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a comparison should be done with other urban centres in nearby counties and fed into a review of parking.
Environment –
Update from Mayor regarding flooding issues in the Clondra area.
The Mayor informed the meeting that he met with the Mayors of Roscommon and Leitrim County Councils on the 9th November 2010. 

Mr. Andrew McHugh, Chairman, Longford I.F.A. Dairy Committee, also attended the meeting.

Mayor Connell stated that the three Mayors were in agreement that the sequential release of water on the Shannon and the level of Lough Ree need to be addressed.
He stated that following from that meeting, it was decided that a further meeting be held in Athlone between the Mayors of Offaly, Westmeath, Galway, Longford, Roscommon and Leitrim.

Mayor Connell referred to a letter which was received from the ESB in Ardnacrusha in which an invite was issued to the members of the Council to visit Ardnacrusha Power Station to give the members an understanding of the ESB’s role in the management of the Shannon.  Alternatively, the ESB would attend a meeting of the Council to make a presentation and answer any questions.

It was agreed that a decision regarding the ESB’s letter be made at the proposed meeting in Athlone.

All the members complimented the Mayor on his initiation of the meetings between the various counties in the hope that the flooding problems which occurred in 2009 will not be repeated.

Mr. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, informed the meeting that he had received a phone call from Waterways Ireland informing him that the silt has been removed in Clondra.

Councillor P. Nolan welcomed this information and requested that the other four impediments in the Camlin and Shannon rivers be kept on the Monthly Agenda- 
1. The unfinished hydro-electric scheme in Tarmonbarry.

2. Concrete wall at Millwheel in Clondra.

3. Burke’s Lock

4. New lock gates.

Cemetery Provision and Maintenance in County Longford.

Councillor G. Brady, Chairperson of the Water Services and Environmental Policies Strategic Policy Committee, outlined the details of the three part recommendation from the Strategic Policy Committee in relation to Cemetery Provision and Maintenance in the County. 

On the proposal of Mayor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, it was agreed  that the proposed Policy be put forward for public consultation and that a notice be placed in Parish Newsletters regarding same.
National Cycle Network.

Councillor P. Nolan expressed dissatisfaction with the reply received from the Department of Transport regarding the National Cycle Network Scoping Study.  The correspondence stated that the National Cycle Network outlines corridors and not routes.
Councillor Nolan requested that the Council write again to the Department of Transport requesting that County Longford be included in the National Cycle Network.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the October meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Update on Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road.  

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services stated that Cluid has confirmed provisional approval from the Department, subject to finalisation of a further number of details with regard to design and cost.  
Subject to full Department approval, the Association invited tenders from pre-qualified contractors. The tenders were opened in the offices of Longford Town Council on Friday 12th November last.

Notice of Motion.

Vacant Houses in Colmcille Terrace, Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy-

“I wish to put a motion forward to the meeting for Longford County Council to block up and secure the vacant houses in Colmcille’s Terrace, Granard and houses that are in very bad repair to be demolished. This will prevent fires, destruction and vandalism occurring on houses in the estate.” 
Mr. Kilgallen stated that houses becoming vacant are boarded up as necessary.   Where further security is deemed necessary, the houses are blocked up.  Because the Council’s maintenance budget is very limited and currently allows for emergency works only, such security works are seriously curtailed.  The co-operation of the community with the Council and Gardai is critical in this case in limiting vandalism.  In the longer term, the Council’s current program with limited availability of Department finance is first to refurbish Trumra Road, then McEoin Park, Longford and then Colmcille Terrace in Granard.  A preliminary proposal for McEoin Park has been discussed with the Department, and when this reaches a further stage of approval, plans will be prepared for Colmcille Terrace.

GENERAL ITEMS.

Correspondence  -
It was agreed that the following correspondence be deferred to the December meeting of the Council   -
Letter dated 31st October 2010 received from the Office of the Minister for Lifelong Learning at the Department of Education and Science regarding school transport service.

Letter dated 1st November 2010 received from Mr. Kevin Kidney, Head of Operations, Failte Ireland, regarding financial contribution for 2011. 
Letter dated 14th October 2010 received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding the publication of names of those fined under the Litter Pollution Acts.

CONFERENCES.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.  
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th December 2010.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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