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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of October Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 20th October 2010 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paul Connell, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 
Mark Casey, John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton and  Barney Steele.

APOLOGY:    

Councillor  Thomas Victory                                                
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr.  Jack Kilgallen, Deputy County Manager.







Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.




Mr. Terry Rooney, A/Director of Services.

                                                Mr. Declan Kilcline, Chief Fire Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, 
the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 15th September 2010 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that the following item be placed on future Agendas for the Monthly Meetings of the Council   -  Matters arising from Minutes.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Mayor P. Connell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow Mr. Andrew McHugh, Chairman, Longford I.F.A. Dairy Committee, address the meeting regarding flooding in the county.
Mr. McHugh addressed the meeting regarding flooding in the county and the maintenance of water levels on the River Shannon, particularly in the Clondra area.  He made reference to the fact that the River Camlin flows from Longford eventually hitting a cross-water – a tributary of the Shannon – which continues to Clondra. He said that if there is any hold-up in the water at Clondra, it slows down the water getting out of Longford town.   Clondra has many problems and impediments that need to be addressed.   Mr. McHugh expressed concern that, over the Summer months, Waterways Ireland put another dam in Clondra and at the Mill Race they put sluices down half of it, so there’s far less area for water to get out of Clondra this year compared to last year.

Mr. McHugh referred to the recent flooding in early September and the delay in opening the gates at Clondra.

The members discussed at length the exceptional flood levels over the past number of years and the need for the management of the water levels on the Shannon. 

It was agreed that, initially, a meeting be organised between the Mayors of Longford, Leitrim and Roscommon County Councils. Following from that meeting, a meeting should be organised between the Mayors of all the counties bordering the River Shannon.

The Mayor will update the members regarding flooding issues in the Clondra area at the November meeting of the Council.
Councillor P. Nolan expressed concern regarding the content of the letters which were received from Waterways Ireland the Office of Public works on this issue.
Councillor M. Sexton stated that the Office of Public Works should co-ordinate the water levels on the River Shannon.
Mayor Connell thanked Mr. McHugh for his very informative presentation.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 21st July 2010, which had been circulated, were noted.
MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the September meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Update on Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road.  

Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services, updated the meeting regarding the Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road, Longford.

It was noted that Cluid has confirmed provisional approval from the Department, subject to finalisation of a further number of details.  Subject to full Department approval, the Association is planning to proceed to invite tenders from pre-qualified contractors in the next month or so.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that contact be made with Cluid to ascertain the timescale for this project.

Longford County Council Rent Arrears Recovery Policy 
Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services, outlined the details of the report on Longford County Council’s Rent Recovery Policy.

The policy has been drawn up by the Housing Section of the Council in consultation with the Council’s Rent Collectors, Tenant Liaison Officer and representatives of the Health Service Executive in order to assist tenants with rent arrears and help remove the threat of eviction and possible subsequent homelessness.

The Longford Homeless Forum, the Longford Local Authorities, The Courts Service and the Money Advice Bureau were also consulted in relation to this Policy.

Mr. Rooney outlined the existing practices for methods of payment of rent and advised that tenants who are experiencing initial difficulty in meeting their rent payments should contact the Housing Section, their Rent Collector or local representative.

Tenants who are more than four weeks in arrears should immediately contact the Revenue Collection Team or the Tenant Liaison Officer.

Mr. Rooney outlined the procedures for dealing with rent arrears.
The Rent Recovery Policy has been considered by the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee and is recommended for approval.  

Mr. Rooney replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -

· Payment of rent through the Post Office and Credit Union.

· Deduction of rent at source.   On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that tenants who are in receipt of Social Welfare payments have their rent deducted at source.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Longford County Council Rent Arrears Recovery Policy, as circulated.

Mr. Rooney thanked the members of the Strategic Policy Committee for their input into the Policy document. 

Longford County Council Fire Service Operational Plan  
The Acting Director of Services stated that this Plan is prepared pursuant to Section 26 of the Fire Services Act, 1981 and 2003 which states: -

S.26(1) “Each Fire Authority which maintains a Fire Brigade shall prepare and, as occasion requires, revise plans for fire and emergency operations showing the provisions made by it in respect of organisation, appliance, equipment, fire stations, water supplies and extinguishing agents, training, operational procedure and such other matters as may be relevant and for dealing with operations of an emergency nature under Section 25”.


S.26(3) “The making and revision of a Plan shall be a Reserved Function”

Section 25 empowers a Fire Authority to carry out or assist in any operations of an emergency nature whether or not a fire risk is involved and to make such provision for the rescue and safeguarding of persons and property, as it considers necessary for the purpose of that function.

The Fire Service Operational Plan has been considered by the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee and is recommended for approval.  

All the members present complimented Mr. Declan Kilcline, Chief Fire Officer and the Fire Service personnel for their outstanding work.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Mayor P. Connell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Longford County Council Fire Service Operational Plan, as circulated.  

Mr. Kilcline replied to queries raised by the members and thanked them for their kind words.  He paid compliment to the Fire Personnel and their families for their commitment to the Fire Service.

Longford County Council  and Longford Town Council Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy 2010 – 2015.
It was agreed that the following Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan be taken in conjunction with the Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy –

“I call on the Health Service Executive to implement an anti-social
behaviour policy in relation to housing, as per Longford County Council.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Health and Children outlining the contents of Councillor Carrigy’s motion.

It was also agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Justice enquiring why there is a delay in resolving the legal process of evicting tenants convicted of anti-social behaviour.

The members expressed grave concern regarding the increase in anti-social behaviour in the County.   Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Longford County Council, as the housing authority in the County, should be given complete control over the allocation of housing and the funding of all social housing in the county.

Mr. Rooney informed the meeting that the Longford County Council  and Longford Town Council Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy 2010 – 2015 has been considered by the Housing and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee and is recommended for approval.  

The following was agreed by the members   - "That a 5-year residency clause be inserted into Council's letting priorities for entitlement to rental dwelling".    In this context, it was agreed that the scheme of letting priorities be reviewed by the Strategic Policy Committee who in turn will issue a recommendation to the Council.  The issue of National Garda vetting instead of Local Garda vetting with regard to approving potential tenants should also be considered by the Strategic Policy Committee.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Mayor P. Connell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Longford County Council and Longford Town Council Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy 2010 – 2015, as circulated.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during September 2010.


It was noted that five public liability claims were received during September 2010.
Fix Dates for:-

(i)    Finance Committee Meeting.

        Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that the

        Finance Meeting be held “in committee” on Monday, 29th November 2010

        at 4.00 p.m.
(ii)   2011 Budget Meeting.

        Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that the 

        2011 Budget Meeting be held on Monday, 13th December 2010 at 3.00 p.m.           

Financial Update to 30th September 2010.

Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, outlined the details of the Quarterly Financial Report on Revenue Account Position under the following headings  -
· Expenditure.

· Debt Collection.

· Rates.

· Rents.

· New Memorandum on Non National Road Grant.

· Croke Park Agreement.

The Head of Finance stated that the financial situation of the Council is being kept under constant review and all available resources are being dedicated to collecting income due to the Council and containing expenditure.

Use of Pay Path.
The Head of Finance referred to the recommendation from the I.T. Sub-Committee regarding the phasing out of the issuing of hard copy paying orders and the use of Pay Path as a method of receiving all payments.
It was proposed by Councillor D. Glennon and seconded by Councillor P. Loughrey that 
hard copy paying orders should be phased out and replaced by EFT.
It was proposed by Councillor A. Mitchell and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan that members who wish to continue to receive his/her payments by hard copy be permitted to do so.
Payment of Housing Rents in Post Offices.
In response to a query from Councillor J. Duffy regarding the payment of housing rents through local Post Offices, the Head of Finance stated that this issue is being addressed through the new Income Generation Unit.

Notice of Motion.

Financial Position of Longford County Council.

Councillor F. Kilbride agreed to defer this Motion to the Finance Committee meeting on the 29th November 2010  -  
“I call for a special meeting of this Council with all the Directors of Services and relevant staff to discuss what cutbacks have taken place in the past twelve months and what are the planned measures to be taken in the coming year and also what the present position is
regarding finances within the Council.”
Report from Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurance Ltd.

Councillor L. McEntire stated that he will request Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. to provide a report on insurance claims made against Longford County Council and amounts paid by I.P.B.M.I. 
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL 
SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES:
Local Government Efficiency Review Report
Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, outlined the key areas of the Local Government Efficiency Review Report, which had been circulated to the members with the Agenda for the meeting.
Update on Connolly Barracks Feasibility Study.

Mr. Sheridan stated that the feasibility study on the Connolly Barracks site to help identify the most appropriate uses for the former Barracks will be available in the week commencing 25th October.

The draft study will be considered by the sub-committee and a report will be prepared for the November meeting of the Council.

Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 22nd September 2010.

The members requested an update from the meeting which was held on the 

22nd September regarding unemployment in the County.

Mr. Sheridan stated that FAS and the Adult Education Department in Longford V.E.C. have offered their services to those who lost their jobs in B3.   
Also, a local business seminar is being organised by Longford County Enterprise Board in Longford Rugby Club on the 17th November 2010.

Mr. Sheridan read a letter to the meeting which he received from the I.D.A. in response to outstanding items raised at the meeting on the 22nd September.

Councillor M. Sexton requested that it be recorded in the minute of the meeting her grave disappointment at the contents of the letter.

Mr. Sheridan said that he will discuss the concerns expressed by the members with the I.D.A. 

INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.
Water and Sewerage –
Minutes of Minutes of Water Services and Environment Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 5th May 2010.

The Minutes of Minutes of Water Services and Environment Policy Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 5th May 2010, which had been circulated with the Agenda, were noted

Proposal to abstract water from Lough Derg to augment existing sources in the Dublin, Mid East and Midland regions.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, referred to report which was circulated with the Agenda, regarding the proposal to abstract water from the River Shannon to augment existing sources in the Dublin, Mid East and Midland regions.

It was noted that the proposal now is to abstract water from the north eastern part of Lough Derg during times of high flows and pumping the raw water through pipelines to a large storage area at Garryhinch Cutaway Bog (near Portlarington).

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Dublin City Council requesting further information on the effect the proposal will have on water levels in the Shannon.

Taking over of Group Sewerage Schemes.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was unanimously agreed to take over the following Group Sewerage Schemes  -
· Abbeyshrule Group Sewerage Scheme.

· Knockmartin Lane Group Sewerage Scheme.

Part 8 – Manager’s Report – Proposed Reservoirs at Prucklish and Lisnanagh.

On the proposal of Councillor D. Glennon seconded by Mayor P. Connell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Manager’s Report in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2000 – Section 179; Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – 2007 – Part 8; in respect of Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme – 
proposed reservoirs at Prucklish and Lisnanagh.

Roads  -
Minutes of Transportation, Road Development & Maintenance and Road Safety Policies Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 8th June 2010.

The Minutes of Transportation, Road Development & Maintenance and Road Safety Policies Strategic Policy Committee 
meeting held on the 8th June 2010, which had been circulated with the Agenda, were noted.

Public Service Embargo on Recruitment.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, referred to report which was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting regarding concerns which have been raised by the Roads and Transportation Strategic Policy Committee regarding the Public service embargo on recruitment and the detrimental effect this is having on the delivery of services by the Council.
On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Finance outlining the concerns of the Council.

N5 Longford Bypass update – October 2010  
The Acting Director of Services gave an update to the meeting on the N5 Longford Bypass project.

Naming of Roundabouts on the N4 National Primary Road.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded the naming of the following roundabouts on the N4 National Primary Road  -

N4 Edgeworthstown 

1. Maria Edgeworth roundabout

2. Goldsmith roundabout

N4 Longford Bypass

1. Padraic Colum roundabout    
(Dublin Road)

2. Leo Casey roundabout         
(Ballinalee Road)

3. Charlotte Brooke roundabout 
(Red Cow)

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that funding be secured to provide a monument in Ballinalee to the late General Sean McEoin.
Environment –

Proposed meeting between the Mayors of Longford, Roscommon and Leitrim County Councils regarding flooding.

It was agreed that, initially, a meeting be organised between the Mayors of Longford, Leitrim and Roscommon County Councils. Following from that meeting, a meeting should be organised between the Mayors of all the counties bordering the River Shannon.

Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes.

Mr. Murphy gave an update to the meeting on the Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that the following  item be placed on the Agenda for November meeting of the Council – Update on Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes.

Meeting with Mr. Pat Carey, T.D., Minister for Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs.

It was noted that Mr. Pat Carey, T.D., Minister for Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs will meet with a deputation from the Council on Wednesday, 10th November 2010 at 3.00 p.m. in his office in Dail Eireann.   This meeting has been organised following from Councillor Casey’s motion at the July meeting of the Council  -
“That this Council sends a letter to the Minister of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs calling on him to ensure that there would be no further cuts to the community sector funding. This motion is in light of the proposed cuts to the community sector causing a further 4,500 job loses”.
It was agreed that the following Councillors will form the deputation  -
Mayor Paul Connell, Councillors Mark Casey, Tom Victory and Peggy Nolan. 
GENERAL ITEMS.

Notices of Motions –

Vehicle Registration Tax   -  deferred from September meeting.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Glennon and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton   -         
“I propose that Longford County Council seek to have Longford designated as one of the centres to carry out vehicle examination to determine the Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) due on all unregistered imported vehicles to ensure conformance with the legal requirements set down by the Revenue Commissioners.  Recently 22 such centres have been so designated, but there are none in Longford, Roscommon, Leitrim, Cavan or Westmeath which means there is a significant void in this area, with the nearest designated centres being Kells, Monaghan, Tullamore and Sligo.”  

It was agreed that a letter be sent from the Council to the Minister for Transport and the Minister for Finance outlining the contents of Councillor Glennon’s Motion.
 School Transport – deferred from September meeting.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -
“Can I get an update on my request for a review of the School Transport System and in particular the present routes and three mile zone.”

It was agreed that Mr. Sean Haughey, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of 

Education and Science, be requested to receive a deputation from Longford County Council regarding this issue.
FAS Community Schemes and Work Placement Schemes  - deferred from September meeting.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon -  
“I am calling for a review of the eligibility for the various FAS Community Schemes and Work Placement Schemes.”
It was agreed that the Meetings Administrator will enquire if this item could be discussed with Minister Carey at meeting to be held on 10th November 2010.
Request to Eircom and 02

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy  -  
“That this Council writes to the Minister for Communications Energy and Natural Resources and to ComReg asking them to intervene with Eircom in expressing total opposition to the decision by them to introduce a minimum payment of €20 from its customers and demanding that they reverse their decision immediately.
In addition to this that the Council writes to 02 demanding the reversal of the decision by them to unilaterally transfer all their customers to electronic billing and that the Minister and ComReg be asked to intervene with 02.”
It was agreed that letters be forwarded to the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, ComReg and O2 regarding these issues.
Correspondence  -
Letters dated 15th September and 29th September 2010 received from the Office of PublicWorks in relation to impediments in the Camlin and Shannon River were noted.
Letter dated 15th September 2010 received from Waterways Ireland regarding Clondra Richmond Harbour Development was noted.

Correspondence received from Senator Mary White, Seanad  Frontbench Spokesperson on Children and the Elderly, regarding nominations for the All Ireland Inspirational Life Award was noted.
Letter dated 10th September 2010 received from Mr. Noel Dempsey, Minister for Transport, regarding the development of the Mullingar to Longford section of the N4.

CONFERENCES.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.  
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 17th November 2010.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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