
LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on 
Wednesday, 23rd June 2010  at 5.00 p.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Peggy Nolan, Mayor.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 
Mark Casey, Paul Connell, John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell,  P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.
APOLOGY:    

Councillor Martin Mulleady.                                               
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr.  Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.      

                                                Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:             Ms. Anne Lee
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was unanimously resolved that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family of the former Chief of Staff of the Defence Forces, Lieutenant General Dermot Earley.  
All members of the Council were associated with the vote of sympathy and many tributes were paid to Dermot Earley for his outstanding military career and as a player and manager in Gaelic football.
The outgoing Mayor, Peggy Nolan stated that it had been a privilege to have served as Mayor and expressed her thanks to the Members of the County Council, the County Manager, the Directors of Services, and all the staff in different Departments of the County Council for their work and co-operation over the last year.  She also thanked Councillor Gerry Brady, Deputy Mayor, for his advice, support and assistance during the year. Mayor Nolan thanked the local media – the Longford News, the Longford Leader and Shannonside for their sensitive coverage of events during the previous twelve months.  

Mayor Nolan referred to the funding made available this year to progress the N5 Longford Bypass, which will allow for the following to proceed:

-  Pre construction contract and
-  Preparation of Construction stage Contract Documents.

She also referred to the preparation of a tourism brochure for the County and a feasibility study for Connolly Barracks.
Mayor Nolan expressed disappointment that Ms. Mary Harney, T.D., Minister for Health, was not available to meet with an all-party deputation from the Council during the year.
She referred to the meeting which took place recently between the Minister for Health and the Fianna Fail members of the Council.

Mayor Nolan thanked her husband Paddy, and her family for their invaluable support during her term of office.  

The Members of the Council congratulated the outgoing Mayor on her very successful year.     

They also paid tribute to her hard work, energy and enthusiasm during the year, and acknowledged her as an outstanding ambassador for the County.  They also recognised the fairness in which she had conducted the business of the Council over the previous twelve months.

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council thanked Mayor Nolan for her great work during the year and stated that she was, indeed, an excellent ambassador for the County and it had been a privilege to work with her as Mayor of the County.   

ELECTION OF MAYOR:

It was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride that 
Councillor Paul Connell be elected Mayor of the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor T. Victory that 
Councillor Denis Glennon be elected Mayor of the Council.

A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-

For Councillor Paul Connell

Councillors – Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton,


Gerry Brady, Micheal Carrigy, Mark Casey,



Paul Connell, John Duffy, Sean Farrell,



Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, 



Alan Mitchell, Peggy Nolan.



Total:
12
For Councillor Denis Glennon

Councillors – Mick Cahill, Denis Glennon,


Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire,



P.J. Reilly, Barney Steele, Thomas Victory.



Total:  7.
Councillor Mae Sexton abstained from voting.
Councillor Paul Connell was, thereby, elected Mayor of the Council until the date of the Annual Meeting of Longford County Council in 2011.

The chain of office was formally conferred on Councillor Paul Connell by the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Peggy Nolan.

Mayor Connell thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Mayor of the Council for the coming twelve months.   He stated that he will work relentlessly for County Longford during his term as Mayor.  He welcomed his family and friends who are seated in the public gallery and Councillor Christy Warnock, who was elected Mayor of the Town Council on the 22nd June. 
The Members joined in wishing Mayor Connell every success during his term of office as Mayor.

Councillor Denis Glennon thanked his proposer and seconder and congratulated Councillor Connell on being elected Mayor.   With regard to the meeting which was held recently between the Fianna Fail members and Minister Harney, Councillor Glennon informed the meeting that this meeting had been requested since 2009.
The County Manager on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in their expressions of congratulations to Mayor Connell and wished him well in the year ahead as Mayor and offered his full support and that of all the staff during his term of office.

ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

It was proposed by Councillor S. Farrell and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell that 
Councillor Paddy Belton be elected Deputy Mayor of the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor L. McEntire that 
Councillor Padraig Loughrey be elected Deputy Mayor of the Council.

A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-

For Councillor Belton        

Councillors - Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton,



Gerry Brady, Micheal Carrigy, Paul Connell, John Duffy, Sean Farrell, Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Alan Mitchell, Peggy Nolan.



Total:
11
For Councillor Loughrey

Councillors -
Mick Cahill, Denis Glennon,



Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire,



P.J. Reilly, Barney Steele, Thomas Victory.



Total :  7

Councillors Mark Casey and  Mae Sexton abstained from voting.
Councillor Paddy Belton was, thereby, elected Deputy Mayor of the Council until the date of the Annual Meeting in 2011.

The chain of office was formally conferred on Councillor Paddy Belton by 
Mayor Paul Connell.
Councillor Belton thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Deputy Mayor of the Council for the coming twelve months.

The Members joined in wishing Councillor Belton every success during his term of office as Deputy Mayor.

Councillor Loughrey thanked his proposer and seconder and congratulated 
Councillor Belton on being elected Deputy Mayor.

The County Manager on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in their expressions of congratulations to Councillor Belton              on his election as Deputy Mayor and wished him every success.

TIME AND DATE OF MEETINGS:-

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton, seconded by Councillor B. Steele, it was unanimously agreed that the monthly meetings of Longford County Council continue to be held on the third Wednesday of each month, commencing at 4.00 p.m.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________


 Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 21st  July 2010.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor 
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