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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 22nd September 2010 at 3.30 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Mayor Paul Connell and Mayor Christy Warnock.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, 

Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, 
Sean O Fearghaile, Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 
Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.

Councillors  -  James Keogh, Brendan Gilmore

and Tony Flaherty.

                                               
 Deputy James Bannon and Deputy Peter Kelly.
APOLOGY:    

Councillor Padraig Loughrey.                                                      
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr.  Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Ms. Gillian Maunsell,  Regional Executive, 




Midlands Region IDA





Mr. Michael Nevin, Chief Executive Officer, Longford 




County Enterprise Board.





Mr. Barry Egan, Regional Director, Enterprise Ireland.




Mr. Peter Egan, Regional Manager, FAS.




Ms. Mary Farrell, Adult Education Officer, County 





Longford Vocational Education Committee.
   



Mr. Joe Murphy, Chairman, B3 Action Committee.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
Mayor Paul Connell commenced the meeting by welcoming all in attendance and stating that the purpose of the meeting is to review the current unemployment situation in County Longford and to determine ways that the local representatives, agencies and stakeholders can work together into the future to bring improvements and hope to the unemployed in the County. 
Mayor Christy Warnock stated that he also wished to support the unemployed in the County and hopes that following today’s meeting that every effort will be made by all the agencies concerned to encourage businesses to locate in the County.
Mayor Connell welcomed Ms. Gillian Maunsell,  Regional Executive, Midlands Region IDA; Mr. Michael Nevin, Chief Executive Officer, Longford County Enterprise Board;
Mr. Barry Egan, Regional Director Enterprise Ireland; Mr. Peter Egan, Regional Manager, FAS; Ms. Mary Farrell, Adult Education Officer, County  Longford Vocational Education Committee and Mr. Joe Murphy, Chairman, B3 Action Committee.

Ms. Gillian Maunsell said companies looking to locate in Ireland come with a series of ‘must haves’, including infrastructure, skilled workforce, how business-friendly an area is, quality of living and employee retention and cost effectiveness. The IDA’s objective is to create 62,000 jobs by 2014 across the country which would have the impact on 105,000 jobs indirectly.  The target is to have 50% of those jobs outside Dublin.   Ms. Maunsell said the the IDA always worked closely with all agencies, including Enterprise Ireland and the County Councils.  Marketing is done on regional basis rather than on a town-by-town basis.
Mr. Michael Nevin stated that the County Enterprise Board concentrates on the small businesses that are starting up in the local area, with the potential to have up to ten employees.  The issues facing businesses are cash-slow, low levels of innovation and the decline of the manufacturing industry.   The County needs to be seen to be pro-business.  Mr. Nevin suggested the idea of a ‘Business Ticket’ campaign which would encourage businesses to locate in the County by giving extra assistance to prospective businesses.
All the members praised the work undertaken by Mr. Nevin and the County Enterprise Board.

Mr. Barry Egan informed the meeting that Enterprise Ireland deals with sixty companies in County Longford.  He said that Councils must encourage new businesses and source products locally where possible.
Mr. Peter Egan and Ms. Mary Farrell addressed the meeting regarding the wide diversity of courses and support services that are organised by FAS and the Adult Education Department of the County Longford Vocational Education Committee.

As Ms. Maunsell had to leave the meeting at 5.20 p.m. to attend another meeting, she replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -
· Employment Subsidy Scheme.

· Short deadline set by the Receiver to sell B3.

· Gateway towns.

· IDA grants allocated to B3.

· Displacement Fund

· Business Park in Longford.

Ms. Maunsell agreed to reply in writing to any outstanding queries raised at today’s meeting.  

Mr. T. Caffrey, County Manager, stated the County Longford has the infrastructure and access to third level colleges to attract industry to the county and requested that all towns in region be treated equally with regard to the location of future industries.

Councillor M. Sexton stated that she wished it to be placed on record her disappointment with the I.D.A.’s overall response to the closure of B3 and the fact that Ms. Maunsell could not remain for the full meeting.
Councillor J. Duffy proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that a local business seminar be organised in the very near future.
Deputy James Bannon proposed that a Task Force be established to deal with unemployment in the County and a Jobs Fair be held.  It was noted that all the relevant agencies are represented on the County Development Board.

Deputy Peter Kelly referred to the Employment Subsidy Scheme and to the assistance and advice which he offered to B3 and subsequently to the Receiver.
Mr. Joe Murphy, Chairman, B3 Action Committee expressed disappointment that he was not afforded an opportunity to address the meeting while Ms. Maunsell was present.

He said that the workforce feel let down by the way they have been treated by the Company and by the lack of action locally and nationally.  With regard to training, he suggested that a specific course be provided for B3 Cable staff under the Labour Market Activation Fund and Ms. Farrell from County Longford V.E.C. agreed to investigate the provision of such a course.

In conclusion, Mayor P. Connell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a special meeting of the Council be held quarterly to review unemployment in the County.

Mayor Connell thanked all those present for their input in the meeting.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 17th November 2010.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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