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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of July Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 21st July 2010 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paul Connell, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 

Mark Casey, John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Victor Kiernan, Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, 

Peggy Nolan, P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.

APOLOGIES:    

Councillor Donncha Mac Gleannáin.                                                      
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr.  Tim Caffrey, County Manager.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.                                                 

   



Mr. Terry Rooney, A/Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
Closure of B3 Cable Solutions.

The members expressed concern regarding the closure of B3 Cable Solutions in Longford town and the loss of 106 jobs.     
Mayor Connell informed the meeting that he is in regular contact with the County Manager, the Director of Services and the County Enterprise Board regarding the situation at B3 and also the need to attract new industry to County Longford.
Shopping Centre in Longford Town.
Councillor P. Nolan requested that the Longford local authorities endeavour to bring employment to the town by securing a major supermarket chain for the vacant shopping centre on Bridge Street.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that Longford County Council should begin the process of securing a retailer for the vacant shopping centre and then contact the National Asset Management Agency to secure its support for the retailer to acquire the building.
 
VOTE OF SYMPATHY,

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Clancy family, Lanesboro on the death of Mr. Bart Clancy, Rathcline Road, Lanesboro, former Principal of Lanesboro Community College.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of congratulations be extended to the County Longford Minor Team who won the 2010 Leinster Minor Championship on Sunday, 10th July and the team was wished every success in the Quarter Final match against Galway on the 
31st July 2010.

The members also congratulated the Longford Senior Hurlers on their victory over Donegal in the Lory Meagher Cup Final at Croke Park on Saturday 3rd July 2010.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, 
the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 16th June 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, 
the Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  23rd June 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, 
the Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 28th June 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 19th May 2010, which had been circulated, were noted.
MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL 
SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES:
It was agreed that Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance, would deal with the items under this Directorate, in the absence of Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services, and that the Finance Directorate be dealt with at the conclusion of this Directorate.

Report on Granard Enterprise Centre.

Mr. Lynch stated that the Granard Area Development Company was established in 2006 to develop a Community Enterprise Centre in Granard. The company consists of representatives from Longford County Council, Granard Town Council and Longford County Enterprise Board.  Longford County Council is the majority shareholder. The intended Centre would provide incubation space for micro enterprises and community supported office space to house a support agency or agencies. 

Following an audit of existing vacant buildings in Granard, the preferred choice for the proposed Centre is the former IDA advanced factory unit.  It was noted that formal negotiations have not commenced regarding the purchase of the unit.

The estimated cost of acquisition and upgrade works, including stamp duty, is approximately €460,000 resulting in a mortgage requirement of approximately €230,000.  Enterprise Ireland will provide grant aid to a maximum of €300k.

Mr. Lynch outlined the three options which are before the Council for consideration and recommended that Longford County Council support the project on the basis that it remains cost neutral to the Council.  If the Council is required to contribute financial support in any given year, this will be taken account of in any subsequent allocations to Granard Town Council and the Granard Electoral Area.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor T. Victory, it was unanimously agreed that Option C be approved,  i.e.  -

C.
Longford County Council to act as guarantors on the loan required for the 


duration of the loan or for a period of time such as five years that would allow


the GADCo committee time to maximise the revenue generating potential of the


Centre.

Mayoral Receptions.
Longford Minor Team and Longford Senior Hurlers.

It was agreed that a date for a Mayoral Reception to honour Longford Senior Hurlers who won the Lory Meagher Cup Final and the Longford Minor Team who won the Leinster Championship be decided following the 2010 Championship.

100th Anniversary of the Irish Countrywomen’s Association.
It was agreed that a Mayoral Reception to honour the 100th Anniversary of the Irish Countrywomen’s Association be held on the 15th September 2010, following the September monthly meeting of the Council 
Notice of Motion.
Feasibility Study for Connolly Barracks.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor P. Belton  -
“I request a full update with regards the feasibility study requested by the Minister for Defence in regard to its acquisition of the Army Barracks.”

Mr. Lynch stated that the feasibility study on the Army Barracks is an important step in moving towards the acquisition of the Barracks.   The Council is taking steps to expedite the matter and an update will be given to the members at the September meeting of the Council.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during June 2010.


It was noted that three public liability claims were received during June 2010.

Update from IT Sub-Committee Meeting held on 13th July 2010.

Ms. Christine Collins, Analyst Developer, gave a presentation to the members on accessing emails and locating email addresses.

The Head of Finance informed the members that a Computer Training Skills course will be conducted for members from September to December 2010.  Training will be conducted in two separate Modules.  

A draft Training Schedule was circulated at the meeting and members were requested to outline the date(s) when attendance at training would best suit them.

Financial Update to 30th June 2010.

The Head of Finance outlined the details of the Quarterly Financial Report on Revenue Account Position and replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues -

· HR Costs.

   Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that the Council

   write again to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 

   requesting that additional funding be provided to offset the cost of imminent

   retirements in 2010/2011.             
· NPPR

· Rates

· Water Charges

· New NRA Memorandum on Non National Road Grants  -

   Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a report be

   prepared for the September meeting on the implications of the new NRA

   Memorandum on Non National Road Grants.

The meeting was informed that all staff have been asked to ensure that only essential expenditure is undertaken and priority is being given to the collection of income due to the Council.
INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.
Roads –

Minutes of Meetings.

The minutes of the following meetings, which had been circulated, were noted –

· Granard/Drumlish Local Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 
5th March 2010.

· Longford Local Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 
8th March 2010.

· Ballymahon Local Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 
8th March 2010.

· Transportation, Road Development & Maintenance and Road Safety Policies SPC Meeting held on 10th March 2010.

N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) Preferred Route Corridor -  Costs.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, outlined the details of the costs incurred so far in relation to the provision of the  N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) Preferred Route Corridor.

Water –
Disposal of Site at Public Car Park, Main Street, Lanesboro.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Casey seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of site at Public Car Park, Main Street, Lanesborough, 
Co. Longford containing 0.0013 acres or thereabouts to ESB Networks, Richmond Street, Longford, Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 30th June 2010.
Environment –

Notices of Motions.
Organic Solvents – Renewal of Licences.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and 

seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride  –

“That the Council clarifies their position on the existing Organic Solvent license holders in regard to the renewal of their licenses for the next two years”.  
Councillor Casey stated that compliant operators have incurred significant costs in securing Certificates of Approval and were competing, in some cases, against unapproved operators.

Mayor P. Connell proposed and Councillor F. Kilbride seconded that the Council write to Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that the period of validity of the Certificate of Approval which is currently in place be extended from two calendar years from the date of issue to four calendar years from the date of issue.
Control of Dogs in Cemeteries.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Kilbride and seconded by Councillor L. Bannon     -

“That Longford County Council erect a sign at all cemeteries under their control instructing dog owners to keep their animals on a lead at all times when they are in the cemetery”.
Mr. Murphy stated that if there are problems in specific cemeteries, the Council will 

investigate same.

Proliferation of Clothes Banks.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Farrell and seconded by

Councillor P. Nolan     -
 
“I call on this Council to introduce Bye Laws to limit the proliferation of Clothes Banks throughout the County”.
The meeting was informed that the provision of Bring Facilities is regarded as exempted development under the Planning and Development Regulations 2001. No more than five receptacles can be provided at any one place.       

The members agreed that the exempted development status should only pertain to Bring Facilities that are being operated by charitable organisations.

It was agreed that a report be prepared on the operation of Bring Facilities in the County.
HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the June meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Update on Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road.  
Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services, stated that in May 2009, Longford County Council wrote to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DOEHLG) requesting that Cluid Housing Association’s application for funding for Phase II of the St. Michael’s Road project be granted approval to progress to the Planning and Procurement stage.  Longford County Council received a letter from the DOEHLG on 8th September 2009 which detailed in-depth additional information which must be submitted by Cluid before the application could be processed further.  Cluid submitted their reply through the Council to the Department on 24th February 2010.
Representatives from the Executive of both the County Council and Town Council met with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in Ballina on 6th October 2009 and discussed the possibility of availability of grants for the project.  The Director of Services also met with representatives of Cluid on 16th November 2009 and again on the 24th February 2010 to review progress and the option of phasing the project to match likely availability of finance.  Meanwhile, confirmation was received from the Department on 8th February 2010 that funding has been approved for the advancement of the project, and this was confirmed at the Housing Action Planning meeting between the Executive of both Councils and the Department on 23rd February 2010.
Cluid has reached agreement with most of the affected property owners in the vicinity of St. Michael’s Road, and action is being taken by the Town Council to acquire outstanding properties through the CPO process.

The Association submitted an application for Planning Permission for the project to Longford Town Council on 12th March 2010, and Permission was granted on the 
5th May 2010.   
The Department by letter of 31st March 2010 requested further information in respect of costings, procurement and design, and a reply was received from Cluid on 30th April 2010.  This, together with additional information required from the Council, was returned to the Department on 11th May 2010.
The Department is very conscious of the support of both Longford County and Town Councils for this project, and recognises the huge improvement it would make to the area of St. Michael’s Road and Longford Town in general.

Minutes of Housing & Social Policy, Planning & Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 15th April 2010.

The Minutes of Housing & Social Policy, Planning & Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 15th April 2010, which had been circulated, were noted.

Report on No. 2 Church Street, Edgeworthstown.


The report prepared on No. 2 Church Street, Edgeworthstown was noted.

Councillor F. Kilbride requested that it be recorded in the minute of the meeting that he has no business involvement in the property at No. 2 Church Street, Edgeworthstown referred to in the report which was circulated to the members.

Report on four houses at Edgeworthstown.

The report prepared on the purchase of four houses in Edgeworthstown was noted.

Councillor F. Kilbride requested that it be recorded in the minute of the meeting that he has no business involvement in the four houses at Edgewworthstown referred to in the report which was circulated to the members.

Closing Date for submissions on Spatial Planning and National Roads.

It was noted that the closing date for submissions on Spatial Planning and National Roads is 4pm on Friday 10th September 2010.   The Consultation Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities was circulated with the Agenda for the meting.
Disposal of Lands at ESB Substation at Ardnacassa, Longford.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Connell seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of lands at ESB Substation at Ardnacassa, Longford, 

Co. Longford to Electricity Supply Board in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 22nd June 2010.
Disposal of Lands at ESB Substation at Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor T. Victory seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of lands at ESB Substation at Edgeworthstown, 
Co. Longford to Electricity Supply Board in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 22nd June 2010.
Notice of Motion.

Joint Meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council.

The following Notion of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Connell and seconded by Councillor P. Belton -

“That a date and time be arranged to hold a Joint Meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council regarding Housing”.
It was agreed that a date for a Joint Meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council regarding housing be set at the September meeting of the Council.  In the meantime, the members are to submit any items which they wish to have included on the Agenda for the Joint Meeting.

GENERAL ITEMS.

Notices of Motions –

Parking at Edgeworthstown Railway Station
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor T. Victory -
“I wish to put a motion forward to the meeting that Longford County Council requests Iarnród Éireann to reduce the parking fines and clamping of vehicles at Edgeworthstown 
Railway Station Carpark, as the present penalties of €120 fine plus clamping of vehicles is very unfair to the public under the current climate and also due to the fact that there is no one there full time to regulate the system.”     


It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Iarnrod Eireann outlining the details of 
Councillor Reilly’s Motion.

Community Sector Funding.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Mayor P. Connell -

“That this Council sends a letter to the Minister of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs calling on him to ensure that there would be no further cuts to the community sector funding. This motion is in light of the proposed cuts to the community sector causing a further 4,500 job loses”.
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs requesting him to meet with a deputation from Longford County Council regarding this issue.
Flooding in Longford Town and farmland downstream.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton    -

“The IFA and the OPW have identified five impediments in the Camlin and Shannon rivers.  These impediments are increasing the severity of floods in Longford Town and farmland downstream.

1. The unfinished hydro-electric scheme in Tarmonbarry.

2. Concrete wall at Millwheel in Clondra.

2. Silt in Clondra.

4. Burke’s Lock

5. New lock gates.

I request an update on those issues.”
It was agreed that the Planning Enforcement section of the Council will investigate the issue of the concrete wall at the Millwhell in Clondra.

The meeting was informed that the other four items are under the remit of Waterways Ireland and the Office of Public Works.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, agreed to write to the Office of Public Works and to Waterways Ireland requesting a report on the items raised by Councillor Nolan.

Abstraction of Water from Lough Ree.
Councillor M. Sexton requested that a letter be forwarded to Dublin City Council requesting an update regarding the proposal to abstract water from Lough Ree to supply the greater Dublin region.
Correspondence  -
(i) Letter dated 9th June 2010 received from the Office of the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism in relation to the re-introduction of the Sports Capital Programme was noted.

(ii) Letter dated 15th June 2010 received from the Office of the Minister for Health & Children regarding the Dental Treatment Services Scheme was noted.

(iii) Letter dated 18th June 2010 received from Respond Housing Association regarding the charging of Maintenance Fee was noted.

(iv) Letter dated 24th June 2010 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding €200 charge on non-principal private residences was noted.
CONFERENCES.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.  
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 15th September 2010.

Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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