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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of March Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Monday, 21st March 2011 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paul Connell, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 

Mark Casey, John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.




Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.






Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
 ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, the Minutes 
of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 16th February 2011 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 19th January 2011,  which had been circulated, were noted.
MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

Cost Benefit Analysis Report on N5 Longford Bypass.
In reply to a query from Councillor A. Mitchell regarding the requirement for a Cost Benefit Analysis on the N5 Longford Bypass, the meeting was informed that the Cost Benefit Analysis is a requirement stipulated by the National Roads Authority.

Croke Park Agreement  - Efficiency Review.

The County Manager informed the meeting that it is proposed in the Council's implementation of the Public Service Agreement 2010 -2014 (Croke Park Agreement ) to carry out a critical review of the existing organisational staffing structures and implement revisions in structures where appropriate following this review.

EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF OFFICE OF COUNTY MANAGER.

Mayor P. Connell informed the members that he had received notification from the County Manager in relation to his Contract of Employment with Longford County Council.  The County Manager is exercising the option to extend his tenure from seven to ten years under Section 147(2) of the Local Government Act 2001.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Connell seconded by Councillor P. Belton, it was unanimously agreed that the County Manager’s contract be extended to ten years.

The members complimented the County Manager on his work during the past five years and look forward to working with him during the next five years.

Mr. Caffrey, County Manager, thanked the Mayor and members and acknowledged their support.

N5 BYPASS.
Mayor P. Connell informed the members that the contract for the construction of the new N5 Longford Bypass was signed by the successful tenderer, Wills Brothers Ltd., Ballylahan Bridge, Foxford, Co Mayo, earlier in the day.  Wills Brothers will design, execute and complete the project.  It is anticipated that site works will commence in April and the project duration will be eighteen months.  The Bypass will link the N4 and the N5 National Roads.
The members of the Council welcomed this announcement and spoke of the many benefits which it will bring to the town, including reduced traffic congestion and improved safety.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Belton seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Tom Fagan, Derrydarragh, Newtowncashel on the death of Anthony Fagan.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATONS.

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Cnoc Mhuire Granard on winning the All-Ireland Vocational Schools Under-16 ‘A’ Title.

Councillor Carrigy also requested that the Team be honoured by Longford County Council on their outstanding win.

DAIL ELECTIONS.

Councillor F. Kilbride proposed a vote of congratulations to Deputy James Bannon on his re-election to Dail Eireann and commiserated with Mr. Peter Kelly on the loss of his seat and Councillor Mae Sexton who was unsuccessful on this occasion.

ST. JOSEPH’S CARE CENTRE, LONGFORD.

The members noted correspondence received from Councillors P.J. Reilly, P. Belton and G. Brady, the Council’s representatives on the Dublin-Mid Leinster Regional Health Forum, regarding the future of St. Joseph’s Care Centre.

Mr. Joe Ruane, HSE Dublin Mid-Leinster, stated in the correspondence that “the reduction in the number of residents at St. Joseph’s Care Centre has been in direct response to the level of staffing at the Centre.  The future plan for the Centre is to continue as a Long-term Care Centre for the Elderly.   The HSE is currently carrying out significant upgrades at the facility in order to comply with HIQA regulation for Long Stay Units caring for Elderly Residents.”

Councillor P. Nolan complimented the staff in St. Joseph’s Care Centre on the excellent results obtained following the HIQA inspection.
All the members emphasised the need to keep St. Joseph’s Care Centre operating to its full capacity.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during February 2011.


It was noted that three public liability claims were received during February 2011.
Presentation by Mr. Enda Brazel, Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.

It was noted that Mr. Brazel was unable to attend the Monthly Meeting.
The presentation has been deferred to the April meeting of the Council.

Draft Annual Financial Statement 2010.

The Head of Finance gave a presentation on the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2010.  It was noted that the Income and Expenditure Account for 2010 showed a surplus of €246,507 compared with a deficit of €1,347,577 for 2009.  The Head of Finance outlined the major items in the Financial Statement which contributed to results for the year.
Mr. Lynch replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues:-
· Revenue Surplus

· Water collection figures.

· Insurance costs.

· Payroll costs.

· Pension payments.

· Desludging costs.

· Rates Legislation 
On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that the Council write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that the existing legislation be updated regarding retrospective rating i.e. where a new occupier can be held liable for any rates due on the property.
Councillor M. Carrigy requested that following from his request at the February 2010 Monthly Meeting, that a further letter be sent to the new Minister for Finance requesting him to amend legislation to allow each Local Authority to bring in a graded system of rates which may act as an incentive to fill vacant units.

The Head of Finance thanked the staff of the Finance Section, particularly Maeve Killian and Patricia Devine, for their work in the prompt production of the Annual Financial Statement 2010.   

On the proposal of Councillor P. Belton seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Financial Statement 2010, as circulated.

Loan of €4,076,303 in respect of the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme Project at 

St. Michael’s Road, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Mayor P. Connell, it was unanimously agreed to the raising of a loan of €4,076,303 in respect of the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme Project at St. Michael’s Road, Longford.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES:

Annual Report of Longford County Council Audit Committee.
Mayor Connell welcomed Ms. Karen Clabby, Chairperson of the Audit Committee, to the meeting.

Ms. Clabby outlined the details of the third Annual Report of the Audit Committee under the following headings  -

Section 1
-
Background to Audit Committee.

Section 2
-
Membership of the Audit Committee.

Section 3
-
Chairpersons Statement.

Section 4
-
Role & Functions of the Audit Committee.

Section 5
-
Operation of the Audit Committee.

Section 6
-
Audit Committee Activities and Related Outcomes.

Ms. Clabby stated that the fundamental duty of the Audit Committee is to assess on an ongoing basis the actions taken by the Local Authority to address issues identified by internal audit and the local government auditor.  In order to monitor this, during the past year the Committee has received a number of presentations from key personnel within the Council. The Committee has also consulted with the Local Government Auditor in order to review his recommendations in the Statutory Audit Report.  The Committee has noted the radical reduction in a number of the Council’s income streams.
In line with previous years, the Committee has continued to promote value for money and efficiency within the organisation.  A detailed review of Procurement Procedures and compliance was carried out by the Audit Committee in 2010. 
One key area examined by the Committee was the collection of financial contributions by the Planning Department and the monitoring and enforcement of bonds. The effective enforcement of bonds has become increasingly more important with the emergence of “ghost estates” and unfinished habitable estates.
The Committee has emphasised the need for sufficient resources to be allocated towards the effective operation of Internal Audit and the external Audit committee.

Ms. Clabby thanked the County Manager, the Management Team, Ms. Gillian Tilson, Internal Auditor and Ms. Mary Morrissey, outgoing Committee Secretary, for their assistance during the year.  Ms. Clabby also acknowledged the contributions of each of the Internal Audit Committee. 

The Mayor and County Manager thanked Ms. Clabby and the Audit Committee for their work during 2010.

Disposal of site at Templemichael, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor F. Kilbride, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of site at Templemichael, Longford containing 
4.88 sq. metres to ESB Networks in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 7th March 2011.

Notices of Motions.

May Meeting of Longford County Council.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor  L. Bannon  -

“That the May meeting of Longford County Council be held in the
newly refurbished Community Library in Ballymahon.”

It was unanimously agreed that the May meeting of the Council be held in the Community Library in Ballymahon.

Tourism in County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor  M. Cahill  -

“The new tourism season starts with St. Patrick Day parades in three towns in County Longford.  How can we attract more visitors to County Longford?”
The members discussed, at length, the issue of tourism in the County and the need to promote and market County Longford as a tourist destination.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that there is currently a Tourism Strategy being prepared on tourism potential in the County.   
It was agreed that following the publication of the Draft Tourism Strategy, a sub-committee of the Council should be set up to bring the issue forward.

Job Creation in County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton -
“I propose we invite the newly elected T.D.’s to a County Council 
meeting, as we need to stress the need for job creation in the County.”
This was agreed to by the members.

Voting Arrangements for the forthcoming Seanad Elections.
Mr. Sheridan informed the members that the Ballot Papers for the forthcoming Seanad Elections will be issued on the 7th April 2011.  Polling closes on the 26th April 2011.
It was agreed that a representative from Fianna Fail and Fine Gael will inform the Director of Services of suitable dates and times for voting for their respective parties.

Likewise, the independent Councillors will inform the Director of their choice of dates and times. 
County Longford Polling Scheme.

Councillor A. Mitchell raised issues around the Electoral Register and Polling Booths.
Mr. F. Sheridan stated that he will examine options available to the local authority to address the issues raised.

INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.

ROADS.
Section 85 Agreement -  Longford County Council and Wicklow County Council.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Duffy seconded by Councillor L. Bannon, it was unanimously agreed to enter into an Agreement in the terms set out with Wicklow County Council pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 whereby Longford County Council will exercise the statutory powers, functions and duties necessary in relation to the widening and rehabilitation of the following bridges in Counties Longford and Wicklow. 

a) LD-N63-004.00    –    Cloonfuigh Bridge (Longford)

b) WW-N81-012.00  -     Mullycagh Bridge (Wicklow)

(as described in the Schedule to the Agreement) as circulated to the members.

Notice of Motion 
Low Cost Safety Improvement Works at St. Dominic's National School in Kenagh.

Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor M. Casey the following Notice of Motion which was referred from the Ballymahon Electoral Area committee meeting held on 
21st October 2010 -  
“That this Council puts in place, under the Low Cost Safety Improvement Works, a pedestrian/pelican/controlled traffic light crossing on the R397 at St. Dominic's National School in Kenagh.”

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, stated the following -

 

· the school is located approximately 250 metres away from the existing signalised pedestrian crossing in the centre of Kenagh
· the existing crossing is located adjacent to the post office to facilitate vulnerable road users
· there were no recorded accidents at the school in the past 10 years or of recorded accidents involving pedestrians. However, there may well be cases of near misses at this location

· the road is quite wide – 7 to 8m kerb to kerb either side of the school with no footpath provided outside the school.

 
It appears that a signalised pedestrian crossing is not likely to be approved for funding based on the following  -

 
1. There is no accident statistics to warrant a pedestrian crossing 
2. It would be difficult to justify two controlled pedestrian crossings in the village of

      Kenagh (within 250m of each other)

Proposed improvements in the vicinity of the school could include,

· Constructing a footpath outside the school boundary to prevent parking at the school access/exit and improve visibility at the school. 

· Provision of railings to prevent children crossing the road directly from the school gate 
· Road markings 
Following discussion, it was agreed to discuss the matter with the National Roads Authority Inspector and to advise the Inspector that the members favoured the provision of a new pedestrian/pelican/controlled traffic light crossing at this location and that  the members did not favour moving the existing crossing from the village centre to the school.

WATER.
Rural Water Programme  -  Block Grant Allocation 2011.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, stated that the funding available for this year’s Rural Water Programme for County Longford if €1,351,000. This allocation represents a significant increase on the 2010 allocation of €615,000.
The overall allocation  is made up of the following allocations  ‑

· Small Public Water and Sewerage Scheme:    €896,000
· Group Water Schemes:                                    €455,000

The Mayor and members welcomed the information that the Council has commenced the award procedure for Kenagh and Legan Waste Water Treatment Plants.
Update on current water supply situation.

Mr. Murphy updated the members on the current water supply situation in the County.
ENVIRONMENT.
Cemetery Provision and Maintenance.

Councillor Gerry Brady, Chairperson of the Water and Environmental Services Strategic Policy Committee stated that the members of the Environment and Water Services Strategic Policy Committee have considered in detail the challenges that exist with regard to cemetery provision and cemetery maintenance in County Longford. Advertisements were placed in order to publicise the fact that a consultation process was being conducted with regard to cemetery provision and related matters. No responses were received during the advertised period. The committee members have concluded that it is not possible for the Council to continue to bear the cost of providing cemeteries and cemetery extensions on an unlimited basis. It has also been concluded that the Council should continue to provide assistance to groups and communities that are engaged in maintaining cemeteries on a voluntary basis. 

Councillor Brady stated that the committee has agreed to recommend that in future the Council should provide a limited assistance to communities that develop cemeteries or cemetery extensions. It is the view of the committee that a major benefit of having an agreed assistance scheme in place would be that communities could have a reliable indication available to them of what level of assistance would be likely to be provided by the Council in advance of entering into commitments to either acquire land or incur plot development costs.  It is recommended that the following arrangements should apply where assistance is to be provided.

Any group that is considering providing either a new cemetery or an extension to an existing cemetery should in the first instance enter into consultation with the Council. By doing so it should be possible to reach broad agreement with regard to the level of contribution that may be paid by the Council in respect of any proposed development. It would be in the best interests of any group to do so in advance of commitments being entered into by the group.

The Council will no longer make any contribution relating to the purchase of land for the development of either a new cemetery or an extension to an existing cemetery. The acquisition of any land that is required to facilitate the development of a new cemetery or an extension to an existing cemetery will be the responsibility of either the parish concerned or the local cemetery committee.

The Council will only provide a contribution that is equivalent to 25% of the cost of developing an agreed number of cemetery plots. While land that is purchased may be sufficient to facilitate the development of a large number of plots the Council will only pay a contribution in respect of an agreed number of plots. 

The payment of agreed contributions will be subject to the provision of audited accounts and the availability of funding. Typically the number of plots will equate to the likely 30 year requirement in respect of any individual development.

The members discussed the details of the report on Cemetery Provision and Maintenance at length and it was agreed to defer the matter to the April meeting of the Council to allow for further consideration.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

Mayor P. Connell proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for the completion of the meeting.
HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the February meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Update on Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road.  

Mr. J. Kilgallen,  Director of Services stated that  on the  22nd February 2011, the Department issued sanction to the Council to raise a loan of €4,076,303 to allow the 
27 No. family home portion of the project to proceed.  

On 1st March 2011, the Department in addition issued sanction to the Council of a grant of €1,802,579 for the 10 No.’Special Needs’ home portion.  This information has been forwarded to Cluid with advice to proceed to implement the construction phase of the project and provide certain outstanding information required by the Department.

Disposal of Property at 21 St. Mel’s Road, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Mayor P. Connell, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at 21 St. Mel’s Road, Longford to 

Deirdre Kearney in accordance with the terms of Section 183  of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 16th February 2011.

Notices of Motions.

Promotional Signage.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Belton -

“I call on Longford County Council to relax the regulations in relation to signage being used by businesses to promote their premises or business.”
The Director of Services stated that the regulations in relation to signage for business promotion are governed by S.32 of the Planning Act, 2000.  Thus, the Council has no discretion with regard to their relaxation.  

It was agreed to refer this issue to the Housing and Building and Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee.
Better Estates Awards.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Belton –
“I call on Longford County Council to expand the Better Estate awards to encompass non-council estates where Residents Associations have been set up.”
It was agreed that Councillor Carrigy’s Motion will be investigated.
GENERAL ITEMS.
Notice of Motion  -  Accountability of Bankers.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -

“I call on the new Minister for Justice to implement legislation that will make Bankers accountable for their actions over the last number of years.”

It was agreed that the Council will write to the Minister for Justice, Association of County and City Councillors and the Local Authority Members’ Association outlining the details of Councillor Carrigy’s motion.

Correspondence.

Letter dated 9th February 2011 received from the National Roads Authority in relation to the National Cycle Network Scoping study, which had been circulated, was noted.

The County Manager informed the meeting that he will be replying to the correspondence received from the National Roads Authority requesting that County Longford be included in the National Cycle Network Scoping Study.
CONFERENCES.

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 20th April 2011.
Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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