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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Adjourned July Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford 
on Wednesday, 7th September 2011 at 2.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 

Mark Casey, Paul Connell John Duffy, 

Sean O Fearghaile,  Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 
Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr. Barry Lynch, Deputy County Manager.




Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.






Ms. Maeve Killian, Acting Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

Presidential Election.

Mayor F. Kilbride requested that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for arrangements to be made for a Special Meeting of the Council to receive candidates who have informed Longford County Council of their interest in contesting the upcoming Presidential Election and who wish to seek the nomination of Longford County Council.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was agreed that an Information Meeting be held at 4.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 14th September 2011 and an invite be issued to the candidates who wish to seek the nomination of Longford County Council.
September Monthly Meeting.
It was noted that the Ordinary General Meeting of Irish Public Bodies is due to be held on Wednesday, 21st September 2011.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Mitchell seconded by Councillor D. Glennon, it was unanimously agreed that the September Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council be rescheduled to Thursday, 22nd September 2011 at 4.30 p.m.
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor G. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McWade family, Mill Road, Drumlish on the recent death of Peter McWade.

VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS.
Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Moydow Harpers on winning the Junior ‘A’ Football Championship Final.
Councillor D. Glennon proposed and Mayor F. Kilbride seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Under 16 Ladies ‘B’ Team on winning the Leinster Title.
Councillor P. Connell proposed and Mayor F. Kilbride seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to the Under 16 Football Team in Scoil Mhuire, Longford who won the  Junior “A” Final.
Councillor M. Cahill proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to Abbeyshrule Tidy Towns Committee on winning gold in the 2011 National Tidy Towns Competition and Newtowncashel Tidy Towns Committee who secured the silver medal in Category A.

Councillor M. Mulleady paid tribute to Drumlish Tidy Towns Committee who received an Endeavour Award.
The Mayor and members acknowledged the assistance received from Longford County Council. 
Mayor Kilbride also paid tribute to Andy O’Dowd and the Longford Tidy Towns Committee for their ongoing work in the Longford town area.

Mayor F. Kilbride welcomed Ms. Claire Noble from Shannonside Radio to the meeting.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 20th June 2011 were confirmed and adopted.
Notice of Motion – Flat Rate Household Charge.
Councillor J. Duffy requested that it be recorded in the minute of this meeting that he did not agree that a letter be sent to the Minister Phil Hogan opposing the flat rate charge as discriminatory towards those who conserve water.

On the proposal of Councillor B. Steele seconded by Councillor J. Duffy, the Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council held on 20th June 2011 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None

MANAGER’S ORDERS

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

The members requested that the summary of County Managers Orders from the Housing

Section contain more detail.  The members were informed that a detailed summary 

will be made available on the Extranet.

Organisational Review for Longford County and Town Councils.

Councillor A. Mitchell referred to the Organisational Review for Longford County and Town Councils which will be carried out by the Institute of Public Administration.

Councillor Mitchell requested that the members of the Council be given an opportunity to be involved in the Review and queried the cost of same.

Mr. B. Lynch, Deputy County Manager stated that the purpose of the review is to help the Councils provide a sustainable, high quality service to the public in line with their mission and core values, while taking account of the present difficult economic climate and limitations in employee numbers. The members’ involvement in the process can be arranged.  The cost will be in the region of €8,000.00.

Higher Education Grants Scheme 2011.

Mr. Lynch replied to queries raised by the members regarding the Higher Education Grants Scheme.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Brady seconded by Councillor B. Steele, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Education requesting that Third Level Colleges be requested to allow for time to be given for the Higher Education Grants to be processed by the Local Authorities before demanding the registration fees.
Councillor A. Mitchell also requested that the Minister be requested to issue the income thresholds earlier each year. 
Councillor D. Glennon requested that student attendance records be maintained by Third Level Colleges.
Proliferation of Clothing Banks.
Councillor S. Farrell again queried the proliferation of Clothing Banks throughout the County.  The Deputy County Manager stated that he will investigate this issue with the Planning Section.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 18th May 2011, which had been circulated, were noted.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.
It was agreed to take the Economic and Community Development, Corporate and Cultural Services and Human Resources Directorate at this stage of the meeting.  
Update on Connolly Barracks.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that the Department of Defence have a value placed on Connolly Barracks and are staying firmly around that value. He said that the Council would not be able to meet the Department’s financial demands.
The members discussed at length the need for Connolly Barracks to remain in the community.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was agreed that Mr. Alan Shatter, T.D., Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence, be requested to meet a deputation from the Council regarding the future of Connolly Barracks.
Grants to Community and Voluntary Bodies 2011.
The list of Grants to Community and Voluntary Bodies was circulated to the members.

A small number of amendments were proposed by the members.

It was agreed that recognition should be given to Longford County Council when the grants to Community and Voluntary Bodies are being allocated.

Notices of Motions:

Refurbishment of Granard Library and Town Hall - Councillor P.J.Reilly

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Mayor F. Kilbride -
“I wish to put a motion forward to the meeting, for an update regarding the progress on plans for the refurbishment of Granard Library and Town Hall with the Department of Environment, Community & Local Government.”

Mr. F. Sheridan stated that a request for funding to refurbish Granard Library and Town Hall is with the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government.
Councillor Reilly requested that the refurbishment of Granard Library and Town Hall be prioritised.
Corlea Heritage Centre - Councillor B. Steele

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -     

“I propose that the Office of Public Works be invited to attend a meeting of the Council to discuss Corlea Heritage Centre.”

It was agreed that a letter will issue to the Office of Public Works.

Councillor M. Cahill referred to an archaeological field school which is being proposed for Corlea Heritage Centre.
HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the June meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.
Extension of Duration on Planning Permissions
The report on Extensions of Duration of Planning Permissions, as circulated, was noted.
Notice of Motion - Storage Heaters in LA Houses
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor B. Steele and seconded by Councillor  L. Bannon -
“I propose that a follow up request be issued to the ESB to indicate when they will attend County Council meeting re storage heaters in Local Authority houses.”

It was agreed that another letter will be sent  to the ESB.
FINANCE DIRECTORATE.
Public Liability Claims

It was noted that six public liability claims were received during June 2011.

Statutory Audit Report 2010
Ms. M. Killian, Acting Head of Finance, outlined the details of the Statutory Audit Report on the 2010 Annual Financial Statement, as circulated.

The Acting Head of Finance and Deputy County Manager replied to queries raised by the members.

The Audit Report on the 2010 Annual Financial Statement was noted by the members.












INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.
ROADS.

 
Proposed link road from N5 Bypass to Longford Sewerage Treatment Plant
Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, referred to correspondence circulated to the Mayors and Members of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council on the 

13th July 2011.

Letter from Mr. Leo Varadkar, Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport was also circulated.   
Mr.  Murphy read a letter to the meeting which he received from Mr. Fred Barry, Chief Executive, National Roads Authority in which he stated that the time to decide on issues such as junction locations is during  the planning process, not construction. 
It was agreed that consideration of this item should be deferred pending the holding of a Joint Meeting between Longford Town Council and the Longford Electoral Area Councillors.   The Acting Director of Services agreed to arrange this meeting.
Signage.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that the signage at Glennons Roundabout on the Dublin Road be reviewed in conjunction with the completion of the N5 Bypass to encourage traffic to come into Longford town.

WATER.

Report on Water Services Investment Programme 2010-2012
Water:

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, updated the members as follows and replied to queries raised -
CONTRACTS AT CONSTRUCTION

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme- Reservoir and Pipelines–Stage 6 

This scheme has provided a new 10,000 m³ reservoir at Knockahaw to serve Longford Town and environs, a new watermain to connect it to the existing service reservoir at Prucklish and some new distribution mains in Longford Town.

Final account report is being prepared in order to be submitted to the Department.

5 Villages SS - Contract 1: Ardagh, Aughnacliffe & Ballinalee Networks 
This contract involved the construction of sewer networks in the villages of Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee. Works substantially complete and Longford County Council to carry out permanent reinstatement in July/August 2011 in conjunction with the roads programme. 

CONTRACTS TO START 2010 – 2012

Ballymahon/ Granard Regional Water Supply Scheme 
The proposed works on Ballymahon RWSS and the Granard RWSS have been combined and divide into the following Contracts:

Contract 3 - Water Treatment Works Upgrades
The contract provides for the upgrading of Abbeyshrule WTW and Lough Kinale WTW which supplies Ballymahon RWSS and Granard RWSS respectively. 

EPS Ltd will commence works on site in July 2011 and the works are programmed to be substantially complete by January 2012.
Contract 4 – Pipelines
On the Ballymahon RWSS, the works consist of a new trunk main to link the Ballymahon and Keenagh Schemes as well as a new trunk main to Ballymahon Tower. On the Granard RWSS the works consist of a new rising main between Lough Kinale WTW and Rathcronan Reservoir as well as replacing existing cast iron watermain in Abbeylara. 
ShareRidge Ltd have commenced works in Keenagh and the contract is progressing well. It’s envisaged that works will be substantially complete by March 2012. 

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme 
The proposed works for the scheme have been divided into individual contracts as follows:

Contract 3 – Pipelines & Reservoirs
The contract provides for the construction of 2 no. reservoirs i.e. 5,000m³ reservoir at Prucklish and a 750m³ reservoir at Lisnanagh to provide additional storage capacity on the scheme. It will also involve the construction of new rising main and distribution main between Lough Forbes WTW and Prucklish Reservoir and the construction of a new rising main between Glannagh Pumping Station and Lisnanagh Reservoir.

13 contractors have submitted tenders and Tobin Consulting Engineers have commenced the first stage of the tender assessment process i.e. the suitability assessment of the contractors. The tender assessment process will be completed by August 2011.

Contract 4 – Upgrading of Lough Forbes WTW 
This contract provides for the construction of additional clarification capacity at Lough Forbes WTW in order to relieve overloading of the existing Dissolved Air Flotation (DAF) tank. The contract also provides for sludge dewatering equipment and new treatment building to house additional treatment. This will improve the quality of the supply.

EPS Ltd have commenced the commissioning phase and works to be substantially complete by July 2011.

5 Villages Sewerage Scheme:  

Contract 2 – Design Build Operate Works 
This Contract provides for the design, supply, construction, installation, testing and commissioning, operation and maintenance of all plant, materials and equipment to provide new Wastewater Treatment Plants for the villages of Ardagh, Aughnacliffe, Ballinalee, Drumlish and Newtownforbes.
Report on Tenders was submitted in April 2010 to the DoEHLG for approval. Council is waiting for approval in order to appoint recommended tenderer. 

Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 1 Network Rehabilitation
The works within this contract comprise the rehabilitation of existing watermains and installation of new mains in Longford town. 

ShareRidge Ltd commenced works in May 2011 and the contract is progressing well. Construction works is envisaged to be substantially complete by April 2012.

SCHEMES AT PLANNING STAGES 2010 - 2012

Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme 
WYG have been appointed to revise and update the Preliminary Report of March 1991 for the Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme. The area included under the Scheme includes the towns of Lanesborough, Newtowncashel, Killashee and Derraghan. 
LCC have submitted comments to WYG on the preliminary report. WYG are incorporating these comments in the report and will submit the revised report in July 2011.

Longford Sewerage Scheme
The Scheme provides for network upgrade including South East Environs of Longford Town and for upgrading of the existing Waste Water Treatment Works. The Council has shortlisted consultants who will tender for consultative engineering services for this Scheme. 

The brief was submitted to the Department in November 2009 and LCC waiting for Departmental approval. 

Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 2 Network Rehabilitation
An application for Stage 3 Phase 2 Network Rehabilitation Contract for rehabilitation of defective water mains in Lanesborough, Granard, Edgeworthstown, and Drumlish has been made to the DoEHLG. The Department have commented on Stage 3 Phase 2 submission and have requested LCC to revise the submission. 

LCC will revise and resubmit the Stage 3 Phase 2 proposals by July 2011.

Lanesborough Sewerage Scheme
This Scheme is amalgamated with Roscommon 16 Villages Sewerage Scheme and Roscommon County Council is the Contracting Authority for this Scheme. The Scheme provide for constructing a pumping station and rising main to pump sewerage to a treatment plant to be constructed in Ballyleague, Co. Roscommon.

McGrory’s have substantially completed work on the collection system contract in Lanesborough. Contract award process has commenced on the DBO contract.

Rural Water Schemes
EPS Ltd have been awarded the contract for Kenagh and Legan WWTW upgrades and will commence construction works in August 2011. It’s envisaged that the works will be substantially complete by January 2012.

The Acting Director of Services reaffirmed to the members that he is in continuous contact with the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government regarding funding the Council’s ongoing projects.
PROMOTION OF WATER CONSERVATION.
Councillor G. Brady, Chairperson of the Water Services and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee, outlined the details of the report which was circulated to the members. 

Councillor G. Brady proposed and Councillor T. Victory seconded the adoption of the report on the Promotion of Water Conservation, as circulated.
Mr. Murphy replied to queries raised on the following issues  -
· Boiled Water Notices.

· Private Wells.

· Water meters on Group Schemes.
Fluoridation of Water.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that a letter be sent to the Minister for Health asking what are the health benefits for the fluoridation of water supplies and that a letter be sent to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform suggesting that significant savings would be available if the fluoridation of water was discontinued.
Intention to take over Group Water Supply Schemes

Mr. C. Murphy, A/ Director of Services, informed the meeting that funding is available from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government for necessary/critical works associated with the takeover of group water schemes that serve greater than fifty persons and have water quality deficiency issues.  Other funding is to be sourced for costs incurred in the takeover of group water schemes that do not meet these criteria. 

Water Services hereby requests that Council Members consider approval of applications for takeover by Longford County Council from the following Group Water Schemes:

· Cloonellan Group Water Scheme
· Monascallaghan Group Water Scheme

· Drumhaldry Hill Group Water Scheme

· Gaigue No. 1 Group Water Scheme

· Gaigue No. 3 Group Water Scheme
· Tullyvrane Group Water Scheme

· Barney Group Water Scheme

· Lisduff/Trillick Group Water Scheme

· Bunlaghy Group Water Scheme

· Shannagh Group Water Scheme

It is estimated that works associated with the takeover of the above schemes will cost in the region of €300,000

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor G. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to approve of the takeover of the above Group Water Schemes by Longford County Council.
Notice of Motion – 5-Village Sewerage Scheme

Councillor M. Carrigy requested that the following Notice of Motion be deferred as he anticipated that approval would be issued by the Department in the near future. 

“I call on the Minister for the Environment to provide funding for the next stage of the 
5 Villages Sewerage Scheme.”


GENERAL ITEMS.
Notices of Motion:
Notice of Motion - Community Employment eligibility requirements
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor T. Victory  -

“I call on the Department of Social Protection to review the eligibility requirements of all Schemes in relation to Community Employment Schemes, including FÁS, Work Placement Programmes, etc.”
It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Social Protection.
Notice of Motion - Review of rural two-teacher schools
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors M. Casey and seconded by Councillor M Carrigy  -
"I propose a motion that in light of the recent announcement that the Department of Education is carrying out the 'value-for-money' review of rural two-teacher schools in a bid to save on the education budget, that this Council should send a letter to the Minister of Education stating that it is entirely opposed to this, as it would rip the heart out of rural Longford (Ireland)."
The members agreed that all schooling should be ‘pupil centred’.
It was agreed that a letter will be sent to the Minister for Education.
Notice of Motion – Irish Ship to Gaza Campaign
Councillor M. Casey stated that he wished to withdraw the following Notice of Motion  - 

"I propose a motion that this Council sends a letter to the Minister of Foreign Affairs stating that this Council fully supports the Irish Ship to Gaza Campaign and the sending of the Irish ship ‘MV Saoirse’ to participate in ‘Freedom Flotilla 2 – Stay Human’ in June 2011 and calls on the Irish Government to support and seek safe passage for the Irish citizens onboard"
Notice of Motion – Rent Allowance
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. Victory and seconded by Councillor D. Glennon  -
“I call on Longford County Council to ask the Minister for Social Protection to review the law that a person in receipt of Rent Allowance is not allowed to move residence in a county or from county to county without having a clearance from the previous landlord and also Garda Vetting”.

It was also agreed that the Rent Allowance Scheme should be brought under the auspices of the local authorities.
It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Social Protection.
Notice of Motion - Roscommon Hospital A&E Service
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor P. Loughrey  -
“I propose a motion that this Council writes to the Minister for Health asking him to fulfil Fine Gael’s election promise of keeping a 24 hour A & E service in Roscommon Hospital”. 
It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Health.

Correspondence:
Letter dated 24th June 2011 from Minister for Social Protection regarding the local Post Office Network was noted.   Councillor M. Carrigy requested the members to support their local Post Office Network by ensuring that the facility to receive social welfare payments remain with the Post Office.
Letter dated 15th June 2011 from National Roads Authority regarding signage on motorways was noted

Letter dated 29th June 2011 from Kildare County Council regarding Speed Limit reduction on the N4 Dublin Sligo road was noted.  Councillor S. Farrell requested that a further letter be sent to Kildare County Council as he felt Longford County Council’s first letter was misinterpreted by Kildare County Council.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 



             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the   

22nd September 2011.
Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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