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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of December Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on 
Monday, 19th December 2011 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 


Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 


Mark Casey, Paul Connell John Duffy, 

Sean O Fearghaile,  Victor Kiernan, , Padraig Loughrey, 

Luie McEntire, Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and Thomas Victory.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.




Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.






Ms. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.




Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.
APOLOGY:


Councillor Donncha Mac Gleannáin


MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Sexon, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on the 16th November 2011 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

VEC Headquarters.

Councillor M. Sexton referred to letter received from the Office of the Minister for Education and Skills regarding the decision to locate the Region’s VEC headquarters in Mullingar.

Councillor Sexton stated that the reply received from the Minister’s office was not adequate.    

Councillor Sexton proposed and Mayor F. Kilbride seconded that a further letter be sent to the Minister for Education and Skills requesting a detailed breakdown and comparison of the financial value for money in the decision to locate the Headquarters in Mullingar rather than in Longford.

The Meetings Administrator will send a further letter to the Minister for Education.
Edgeworthstown and Ballymahon National Schools.

Councillor T. Victory welcomed the announcement that the Department of Education has sanctioned proposals for a new two storey, twenty classroom National School in Edgeworthstown.  Mayor F. Kilbride and all the members welcomed this announcement.

Councillor B. Steele and all the members also welcomed the announcement that funding has also being made available for refurbishment works at St. Matthew’s School, Ballymahon.

Get Well Wishes.

Mayor F. Kilbride, the Members, the County Manager and Management Team wished a speed recovery to Councillor Denis Glennon who underwent surgery recently.

Strategic Policy Committees – Chairpersons.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded the following changes to the posts of Chairpersons of the Strategic Policy Committees from the 1st January 2012  –

Social Housing, Planning and Building Control Strategic Policy Committee  -

Chairperson  -  Councillor Micheál Carrigy
Transportation, Road Development and Road Safety Strategic Policy Committee  - 

Chairperson  -  Councillor John Duffy.

Water Services and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee -
Chairperson  -  Councillor Paddy Belton.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Mayor F. Kilbride proposed and all members present seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the An Taoiseach, Mr. Enda Kenny on the death of his mother, Eithne. 

Councillor S. Farrell proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Smith family, Cnoc na Gaoithe, Lanesboro on the death of Alison.
Councillor L. Bannon proposed and Councillor S. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Moran family, Newport, Legan and Streete, Co. Westmeath on the death of Philip.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 19th October 2011,  which had been circulated, were noted.

MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the November meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Housing & Social Policy, Planning & Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 7th June 2011.
The Minutes of Housing & Social Policy, Planning & Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 7th June 2011, which had been circulated, were noted.
Progress Report on Unfinished Housing Estates.

Mr. T. Rooney, Senior Executive Officer, addressed the members as follows  -
·  113 unfinished estates within the County

·  Planning permission granted for a total of 3,398 housing units within the 113 estates 

·  Of the 3,398 housing units granted permission, 2,811 were completed

·  The balance of 587 housing units were  not/partially constructed

Policy & Approach

· Meet with all parties concerned 

· Introduce Taking in Charge at an early stage in discussions

· Develop and work towards Site Resolution Plans (SRP’s)

· Consistent follow up with all parties including setting timeframes

· Liaise with Residents Associations & keep informed of progress to date

· Monitor progress on site of actual works being carried out

· Lack of progress in all areas results in legal action being initiated

Success & Progress

Taking In Charge

· 26 Current applications

Public Safety Initiative Funding Received on 23 Estates

·  Over €590,000 allocated in funding to date

·  5 agreements reached for works to be carried out by developers 

             and works have been substantially completed to date

·  Tender documents being finalised for works on 6 developments 

             to be carried out by LCC

·  Remainder of developments under discussion with the aim of

             reaching SRP stage


-Glenn Riada 


-Silver Birches

· Submit further applications for Public Safety Funding
· Continue programme of carrying out detailed survey on all remaining estates and keeping bonds in place
· Monitor and prioritise estates to initiate meetings with site owners with a view to completion and where necessary, to initiate legal action to   progress. 

· Continue to encourage and invite developers to submit Taking In Charge applications and work with them through to the final stages

Challenges

· Running out of time to deal with developers before they go into Receivership or Liquidation

· Where to after the Public Safety Funding Initiative? 

· Calling in of Financial Bonds – procurement, legal & insurance

             implications for the Local Authority

· Resources

· Legal Costs

· Statutory time frame in which Councils have to initiate legal

            action to avoid compulsory Taking in Charge

Conclusion

· Good progress being made to date

· Huge additional work load for the Planning Section


· Government need to recognise that Unfinished Estates is a major project

· Needs to be resourced like other major projects such as roads, water etc. 
· Time is of the essence – we need to strike now

· Funding saved under the Public Safety Initiative should be left with the Local Authority to fund works that lead to estates being Taken in Charge

· Put monies into estates and not legal fees

· Review how Bonds that have been called in can be spent quickly & efficiently

Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that a letter be sent to the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government requesting that Unfinished Housing Estates be treated as a major project in Longford County Council and temporarily staffed similar to a Roads or Water Services projects.

Mr. Rooney replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -

· Project Team – Unfinished Housing Estates.

· Silver Birches Housing Estate.

· Public Safety Initiative Fund.

The Mayor and members complimented Mr. Kilgallen, Mr. Rooney and the Project Team for their excellent work in this area.

Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 22, The Demesne, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. Connell, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of No. 22, The Demesne, Longford to Ms. Paula Morrissey in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2011, circulated on the 7th December 2011.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.

Public Liability Claims received during November 2011.


It was noted that four public liability claims were received during November 2011.

Notice of Motion from Councillor Mark Casey – 

deferred from November meeting of the Council.

“I propose a Motion that this Council contacts the Valuations Office with a view to gaining Charitable status exemption or a waiver for rates payable for all thirteen Longford Community Child Care Providers.” 
Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, informed the member that this issue has been referred to 
Mr. Brendan Howlin, T.D., Minister for Public Expenditure & Reform.

Circulation of County Manager’s Orders.

The Head of Finance referred to letter dated 5th December 2011 received from Ms. Ciara O’Sullivan, Senior Compliance Officer, Data Protection Commissioner regarding the circulation of County Manager’s Orders.  The members reviewed the correspondence and expressed a view that they are entitled to this information as part of their role in overseeing the day to day activities of the local authority. 
Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that the members will pass a resolution, if necessary, under Section 136 of the Local Government Act, whereby the members are furnished with all information by the County Manager.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES:

Connolly Barracks, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Connell seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that a Joint Meeting of Longford Town Council and Longford County Council be held at 

3.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 11th January 2012 to consider the acquisition of Connolly Barracks, Longford.
Minutes of Meeting of Strategic Policy Committee for Economic Development, Urban & Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies held on the 13th October 2011.

The Minutes of Meeting of Strategic Policy Committee for Economic Development, Urban & Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies held on the 13th October 2011, which had been circulated, were noted.

Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities, was noted.

It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2012.

Political Donations  -  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act 1999, as amended  -  Third Parties, was noted.
Notices of Motions. 

Better Estate Awards.
The following Notice of Motion which was deferred from the October meeting of the Council was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  -

“I call on Longford County Council to expand the Better Estate awards to encompass non-council estates where Residents Associations have been set up”.

It was noted that an allocation has been provided in the Budget for 2012 to include Unfinished Housing Estates in the Better Estate Awards.   Councillor Carrigy stated that he was hopeful that the Department would provide matching funding for a pilot initiative 
It was agreed to take the following Notices of Motions at this point of the meeting.

Cycle and Walkway on the Royal Canal.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Connell and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  -
“I ask Longford County Council to explore the opportunity to enter into an agreement with an approved organisation in order to access Rural Development Programme money and provide a cycle and walkway on the Royal Canal from Churchland Bridge to Cloondara.”

The Director of Services stated that he will communicate with Longford Community Resources Ltd. regarding this issue.
100th Anniversary of the Sinking of the Titanic.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor P. Connell  -

“I request that this Council honours the Longford passengers lost on the Titanic, whose numbers were five, and also Longford passengers on the Titanic who were saved, numbering eleven.”
Councillor P. Loughrey outlined the plans that are in progress in Killoe to commemorate the people from the parish who lost their lives on the Titanic. 

It was agreed that the County Librarian be requested to investigate this issue further.

INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.

Minutes of Longford Local Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on the 
14th October 2011.
The Minutes of Longford Local Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on the 14th October 2011, which had been circulated, were noted.

Meeting with the National Roads Authority.
Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, informed the members that a meeting has been arranged with personnel from the National Roads Authority on Monday, 16th January 2012.

It was agreed that the following Councillors will represent the Longford Local Authorities at the meeting  -

Mayor Frank Kilbride, Mayor James  Keogh and Mayor P.J. Reilly.

Councillors – Paul Connell, John Duffy Paddy Belton, Tom Victory and Luie McEntire.

It was also agreed that Deputy James Bannon be invited to attend the meeting.

The County Manager and Acting Director of Services will also attend.

A Briefing meeting will be held at 2.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 11th January 2012.

Notice of Motion. 

Water Services Amendment Bill 2011.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, in the absence of Councillor D. Glennon, who submitted the Motion on behalf of the Fianna Fail Group –

“That this Council recognises that a European Court Judgement requires the registration of the estimated 440,000 domestic effluent systems in Ireland to ensure the protection of our water resources, but requires that the following concerns be meaningfully addressed as a matter of urgency -
· the potentially enormous cost implications for most rural households including fees, maintenance, upgrade and legal costs contained in the Water Services Amendment Bill 2011.

· the potentially significant financial and human resource cost implications for local authorities as a result of this legislation.
· the failure by the Minister to provide sufficient  time to allow the critical implications of the proposed legislation to be addressed fully through constructive input at national and local level.
· the provision of financial and other support by Government in addressing the implications for rural dwellers and local authorities of 
the European Court Judgement.

The members discussed letter dated 6th December 2011 which was received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government in connection with these issues and was included under Correspondence with the Agenda for the meeting.
GENERAL ITEMS.
Notices of Motions.
Irish Embassy in the Vatican.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Loughrey and seconded by Councillor A. Mitchell  -

“I ask that Longford County Council writes to the Minister and the 
Department for Foreign Affairs to ask them to reconsider its decision to close the Irish embassy in the Vatican"
A letter will issue to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade regarding this motion.

Fracking.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Loughrey and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  -

"What is  Longford County Council's policy in relation to  the extraction of gas from the ground by means of fracking"
It was agreed that this issue be referred to the Water Services and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee for consideration.
Neighbourhood Watch in County Longford.

The following Motion in the name of Councillor B. Steele was deferred to the January meeting of the Council  -

“I call on Longford County Council to give support to groups setting up Community Alert Schemes and Neighbourhood Watch in County Longford   -  by helping with identifying suitable locations for signs to be erected.  Also, to provide, as a gesture of goodwill, some poles for signs to be erected on.”

Community Employment Scheme.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors T. Victory and M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly  -

“That Longford County Council calls on the Minister for Social Protection not to proceed with the changes to the Community Employment Scheme, as proposed in the Budget 2012.”
It was agreed that a letter will be sent to Minister Joan Burton.
Rates – Community Child Care Providers.
The following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor M. Casey was deferred from the November meeting –

“I propose a Motion that this Council contacts the Valuations Office with a view to gaining Charitable status exemption or a waiver for rates payable for all thirteen Longford Community Child Care Providers.” 
It was noted that this issue has been referred to the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

Correspondence  -  circulated with Agenda.

It was agreed to defer the following correspondence to the January 2012 meeting of the Council  -

Letter dated 14th November 2011 received from Mr. Senan Colleran, Hydra Manager, ESB Generation Operations, regarding the ESB’s role in the management of the
Shannon.

Letter dated 6th December 2011 received from Mr. Senan Colleran, Hydra Manager, ESB Generation Operations inviting the members to visit Ardnacusha PowerStation.

Circular Letter PHP 9/11 received from the Planning and Housing (Policy & Finance) Section, Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government regarding

Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Retail Planning was noted.

Letter dated 7th December 2011 received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding the A & E service in Roscommon Hospital was noted.

Letter dated 9th December 2011 received from Mr. Brian D’Arcy, Director of Operations, Waterways Ireland regarding unfinished hydro-electric scheme in Tarmonbarry was noted.

Quarterly Report on Notices of Motions. 

Quarterly Report on Notices of Motions was noted.

CONFERENCES.

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
18th January 2012.
Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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