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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Adjourned January Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 26th January 2010 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Paul Connell, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, Sean O Fearghaile,  

Donncha Mac Gleannáin, Victor Kiernan, 

Frank Kilbride, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager.




Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.







Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride  seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, 
the Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 
29th November 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Kilbride seconded by Councillor B. Steele, 
the Minutes of Special “In Committee” Meeting of Longford Electoral Area and Longford Town Council held on the 7th December 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Belton, 
the Minutes of Special “In Committee” Meeting of the Ballymahon, Drumlish and Granard Electoral Areas  held on the 7th December 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor B. Steele seconded by Councillor P. Belton, 
the Minutes of Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 
13th December 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor B. Steele  seconded by Councillor P. Belton, 
the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 
13th December 2010 were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on 17th November and 19th November 2010, which had been circulated, were noted.
MANAGER’S ORDERS
The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.

Water:

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, updated the members as follows and replied to queries raised -
Water Services Investment Programme 2010- 2012.
Contracts at Construction

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme- Reservoir and Pipelines–Stage 6 

This scheme has provided a new 10,000 m³ reservoir at Knockahaw to serve Longford Town and environs, a new watermain to connect it to the existing service reservoir at Prucklish and some new distribution mains in Longford Town.

Carty Contractors Limited commenced work on this Contract on 5th August 2008 and work was substantially complete on 29th March 2010. Final account report is being prepared in order to be submitted to the Department.

5 Villages Sewerage Scheme: Contract 1 – Networks for Ardagh, Aughnacliffe & Ballinalee 

This contract involved the construction of sewer networks in the villages of Ardagh, Aughnacliffe and Ballinalee. Clarke Quarries Ltd commenced work on this Contract on 6th July 2009 and work was substantially complete on 2nd July 2010. Final account report is being prepared in order to be submitted to the Department.

Contracts to Start 2010 - 2012

Ballymahon/ Granard Regional Water Supply Scheme 

The proposed works on Ballymahon RWSS and the Granard RWSS have been combined and divide into the following Contracts:

Contract 3 - Water Treatment Works Upgrades

The contract provides for the upgrading of Abbeyshrule WTW and Lough Kinale WTW which supplies Ballymahon RWSS and Granard RWSS respectively. 

LCC have received Departmental approval to appoint contractor. A letter of intent has been issued to EPS Ltd. Construction is envisaged to commence in March 2011. 

Contract 4 - Pipelines

On the Ballymahon RWSS, the works consist of a new trunk main to link the Ballymahon and Keenagh Schemes as well as a new trunk main to Ballymahon Tower. On the Granard RWSS the works consist of a new rising main between Lough Kinale WTW and Rathcronan Reservoir as well as replacing existing cast iron watermain in Abbeylara. 
LCC have received Departmental approval to appoint contractor. A letter of intent has been issued to ShareRidge Ltd. Construction is envisaged to commence in March 2011. 

Longford Central Regional Water Supply Scheme 

The proposed works for the scheme have been divided into individual contracts as follows:

Contract 3 – Pipelines & Reservoirs

The contract provides for the construction of 2 no. reservoirs i.e. 5,000m³ reservoir at Prucklish and a 750m³ reservoir at Lisnanagh to provide additional storage capacity on the scheme. It will also involve the construction of new rising main and distribution main between Lough Forbes WTW and Prucklish Reservoir and the construction of a new rising main between Glannagh Pumping Station and Lisnanagh Reservoir.

Part 8 planning for construction of reservoirs was confirmed in October 2010. Tobin Consulting Engineers have commenced preparing the tender documents.

Contract 4 – Upgrading of Lough Forbes WTW 

This contract provides for the construction of additional clarification capacity at Lough Forbes WTW in order to relieve overloading of the existing Dissolved Air Flotation (DAF) tank. The contract also provides for sludge dewatering equipment and new treatment building to house additional treatment. This will improve the quality of the supply.

EPS commenced works on site in November 2010 and its envisaged that works will be completed by April 2011.

Notice of Coming into Force of Proposal to abstract water from the River Shannon at Lough Forbes was published on 16th September 2010 and came into force on the 4th October 2010. 

5 Villages Sewerage Scheme:  Contract 2 – Design Build Operate Works 

This Contract provides for the design, supply, construction, installation, testing and commissioning, operation and maintenance of all plant, materials and equipment to provide new Wastewater Treatment Plants for the villages of Ardagh, Aughnacliffe, Ballinalee, Drumlish and Newtownforbes.
Report on Tenders was submitted in April 2010 to the DoEHLG for approval. Council is waiting for approval in order to appoint recommended tenderer. 

Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 1 Network Rehabilitation

The works within this contract comprise the rehabilitation of existing watermains and installation of new mains in Longford town. 

A WSIP 11 was submitted to Department on 29th November 2010 and LCC waiting for Departmental approval to appoint contractor.

Schemes at Planning Stages 2010 - 2012

Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme 

WYG have been appointed to revise and update the Preliminary Report of March 1991 for the Lanesborough Regional Water Supply Scheme. The area included under the Scheme includes the towns of Lanesborough, Newtowncashel, Killashee and Derraghan. 
LCC is currently reviewing draft Preliminary Report before WYG finalise report for submission to the Department.

Longford Sewerage Scheme

The Scheme provides for network upgrade including South East Environs of Longford Town and for upgrading of the existing Waste Water Treatment Works. The Council has shortlisted consultants who will tender for consultative engineering services for this Scheme. 

The brief was submitted to the Department in November 2009 and LCC waiting for Departmental approval before issuing brief to consultants to tender. 

Water Conservation Stage 3 Phase 2 Network Rehabilitation

An application for Stage 3 Phase 2 Network Rehabilitation Contract for rehabilitation of defective water mains in Lanesborough, Granard, Edgeworthstown, and Drumlish has been made to the DoEHLG and LCC are awaiting approval to commence site investigation for Stage 3 Phase 2 Network Rehabilitation Contract.
Lanesborough Sewerage Scheme

This Scheme is amalgamated with Roscommon 16 Villages Sewerage Scheme and Roscommon County Council is the Contracting Authority for this Scheme. The Scheme provide for constructing a pumping station and rising main to pump sewerage to a treatment plant to be constructed in Ballyleague, Co. Roscommon.

The Contractor has completed work on the collection system contract in Lanesborough.

Tender assessment has commenced on the DBO contract.

Rural Water Schemes

Tenders have been received for the construction of wastewater treatment plants at Kenagh and Legan under the Rural Water Scheme and tender assessment process has commenced.  

Update on Kenagh and Legan Sewerage Schemes.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, stated the procurement process for the above Schemes is being carried out at the present time.  Approval to proceed with these schemes is still awaited from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  
Councillor M. Casey asked that it be recorded in the Minute of the meeting his concern that the Council could be issued with legal proceedings regarding the conveying of sludge from Kenagh.
Report on current water supply situation. 
Mr. Murphy updated the members on the current water supply situation, following the severe weather since the end of November 2010 and referred to reports dated 12th and 26th January 2011 as circulated.

The Mayor and members complimented all the staff who responded to the concerns of the public especially over the Christmas period. 

Councillor M. Mulleady stated that there is a possibility that the payment of water charges will be withheld by some business people who were without water during this period, especially on New Years Eve.  Councillor Mulleady was informed that it is the policy of the Council to consult and negotiate with customers who feel aggrieved.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that a Special Joint Meeting of the Longford County Council and Longford Town Council be held to discuss this issue in detail.
Mr. Murphy advised that the severe weather event was prolonged and unprecedented with some of the lowest ever temperatures ever recorded in Ireland during the month of December 2010 and following the thaw a significant number of leaks in the water network occurred. This resulted in an enormous demand for water which the system could not supply and as a result the Council had no option but to conserve water to ensure supplies were available to the maximum number of consumers. The Council made every effort to keep the water supply available as late as possible on 31st December 2010 to facilitate the New Year’s Eve celebrations. However this was not possible in all areas including Drumlish with pressure problems occurring on the supply due to leaks. He also indicated that the budget only made provision to charge consumers in respect of water used .

Mr. Murphy also  replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -

· Responsibility for services at Affordable Housing accommodation

· Service pipes freezing at Turnkey Developments
· Water levels in the Knockahaw Reservoir

· Location of stop cocks

· Unfinished Housing Estates

· Longford County Council Crisis Team.
Environment:

Update on four impediments in the Camlin and Shannon rivers –
Mr. C. Murphy updated the members in relation to the following issues raised at previous meetings of the Council.

1. The unfinished hydro-electric scheme in Tarmonbarry.

Waterways Ireland has appointed Consultants to progress a scheme through the                
planning process and, subject to satisfactory completion of same, will seek 
tenders to advance the project.

2. Concrete wall at Millwheel in Clondra.

Mr. Murphy informed the meeting that he received a letter from the Receiver 
in this case in which it is stated that approval is awaited from the Bank to appoint 
a contractor to finish out the development. Cllr. Nolan and Cllr. Mitchell felt that 
the Receiver may have misinterpreted the position and suggested that the matter 
be referred to the Planning office. Mr. Murphy indicated that his understanding 
was that the concrete wall had not been subject to the planning process as it had 
been erected many years ago.

      3. 
Burke’s Lock


Waterways Ireland has indicated that it will facilitate flows through the system 
whenever the opportunity exists, at times of high water. However it has also 
advised that this section has been constructed as a navigation channel and not a 
drainage channel. As such, the river takes its natural course and any proposal to 
divert flood waters through the channel could endanger the bridge and walls in the 
channel.

4. New lock gates.

The Office of Public Works has advised that this issue needs to be considered in 
the context of managing flood risk in the Shannon catchment as a whole. The 
Office of Public Works will shortly commence the Shannon Catchment Flood 
Risk Assessment and Management Study. The study will analyse flood risk in 
detail and will produce a prioritised list of measures to address the risk in 
consultation with stakeholders including the relevant local authorities. 

In that 
regard Mr. Murphy referred to a Press Release issued by Minister Mansergh on the 13th January 2011 as follows  -
“Dr. Martin Mansergh, TD, Minister of State at the Department of Finance with special responsibility for the Office of Public Works (OPW), today announced that Jacobs Engineering Ireland Ltd. have been appointed for a major study of flooding on the River Shannon. 

Dr. Mansergh stated ‘that the study, the Shannon Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) study, will, for the first time, identify and examine in detail the causes of flooding throughout the Shannon system and produce an integrated plan of specific measures to address the significant flood risk factors in a proactive and comprehensive way. 
The Shannon CFRAM study is part of a programme being undertaken by the OPW in line with current national flood policy and the EU Directive on the Assessment and Management of Flood Risk introduced in 2007, which requires that such studies be completed for each catchment by 2015.’ 
‘The study will examine all options to reduce flood risk, including both structural and non-structural measures, and will also consider related environmental issues.  Structural measures that will be looked at would involve constructing flood defences or increasing conveyance capacity where appropriate, while the range of non-structural options that will be explored will include such measures as the management of water levels, and the introduction of flood warning systems', the Minister said. 

Minister Mansergh stated ‘that there will be full consultation with individuals and organisations who have an interest in the Shannon , ranging from property owners, recreational users, energy generators, the farming community and environmental stakeholders.’ 
'I would urge all interested parties to provide their views to the consultants to ensure that the plan of measures that the study will produce will best represent the consensus view of how flooding on the Shannon should be addressed into the future' , Dr. Mansergh said. 

The Minister concluded, 'Pending the completion of the study, the OPW will continue to work with the relevant Local Authorities to identify and implement small-scale flood mitigation works in areas at risk from flooding, in addition to those already being funded by my Office.”
Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor D. Glennon seconded that this matter be kept under review by the Director of Services and that Longford County Council make a submission during the consultation process.
National Roads Programme for 2011.

The Director of Services informed the meeting that Longford County Council has received over €11.7m as part of the 2011 National Roads Programme.  This allocation includes approximately €9m for the commencement of the N5 Longford Bypass.
The members welcomed this announcement.
Correspondence  -
Councillor P. Nolan stated that she is not pleased with letter dated 22nd December 2010 received from the Department of Transport regarding the National Cycle Network Scoping Study and requested the Director to write again to the Department asking that County Longford be included in the National Cycle Network.
HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL POLICY AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the December meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Update on Cluid Housing Scheme at St. Michael’s Road.  

Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services stated that subject to full Department approval, the Association invited tenders from pre-qualified contractors. The tenders were opened in the offices of Longford Town Council on Friday 12th November and a tender report and post-tender funding application was submitted to the Department on the 29th November last.  Cluid has confirmed provisional approval from the Department, subject to finalisation of a number of details with regard to design and cost, and these issues were further discussed between Cluid and Department at meeting on 2nd December last.

Councillor Paddy Belton raised the following –

· the condition of the road at the entrance off Regional Road R397 into Deerpark Housing Estate in Kenagh.
· Planning application statistics for 2010.

The Director of Services agreed to investigate the road at Deerpark Housing Estate and the planning application statistics will be forwarded to the members.
In reply to a query from Councillor F. Kilbride regarding the official opening of the Fire Station in Edgeworthstown, the meeting was informed that the new Fire Station in Edgeworthstown will be ready to be commissioned in March.
With regard to Lanesboro Fire Station, Councillor M. Casey was informed that the proposal for the new Fire Station in Lanesboro is No. 1 priority with the Council.

FINANCE DIRECTORATE.
Public Liability Claims received during November 2010.


It was noted that two public liability claims were received during December 2010.
In accordance with the Data Protection legislation, it is not possible to list the names of the claimants.

In reply to a query from Councillor M. Casey, the Head of Finance agreed to investigate if it would be possible to place the information on the members’ Extranet.

Presentation by Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.

The Head of Finance informed the members that Councillor McEntire has arranged for IPBMI to make a presentation at the February meeting of the Council.

New I.P.B.M.I. Scheme for Member.
Details were given to the members regarding new Group Public Liability Insurance Scheme for Elected Members.   
Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.
It was noted that the Annual Ethics Declaration forms need to be returned before the 

28th February 2011.
Members Computer Training.

Computer Training for the members will recommence on the 1st February 2011.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL 
SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES:
Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities, was noted.

It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2011.

Political Donations  -  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act 1999, as amended  -  Third Parties, was noted.

Also, each member is required to confirm that they comply with Section 13 of the Local Government Act 2001 i.e. Disqualification from Local Authority Membership.

Progress Report 2010 on Longford Local Authorities Irish Language
Scheme 2008 – 2011  

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that the provisions of the Official Languages Act, 2003 require Local Authorities to prepare and publish an Irish Language Scheme. This Scheme was accordingly published by Longford Local Authorities and commenced on the 1st July 2008. The primary objective of the Act is to ensure better availability and a higher standard of public services through Irish.

A number of objectives and targets as set out in the Irish Language Scheme and scheduled for implementation was achieved during 2010 through the work of the Irish Language Development Officer. An extended list of employees were identified as capable of providing services through Irish if requested. A basic six week Irish language course was developed by the Irish Language Development Officer for delivery by her to relevant staff in early 2011. Translation of prescribed stationery items continued during 2010 in accordance with the Regulations. 

The staff Intranet continues to be developed as a staff resource for the promotion of bilingualism. It is considered that the commitment in the Scheme to make 30% of the static content of the Local Authorities Websites bilingual was reached with the inclusion of bilingual publications and the bilingual library catalogue which went “live” in June 2010. 

The commitment to the provision of bilingual signage by developers is strengthened by a condition of planning that developers submit estate names of cultural or historical relevance to the locality. In addition the County Longford Heritage Forum has established a “Placenames Committee” to advise the Council in the naming of new developments. 

The interest and input of the elected members during 2010 in the Irish Language Scheme is acknowledged.
The effective operation of the Irish Language Scheme and its implementation plan will continue to be monitored and reviewed during 2011.

Mr. Sheridan replied to queries raised by the members regarding the cost of translation and printing costs.
Ballymahon Library.

Councillor B. Steele complimented the officials on the excellent refurbishment of Ballymahon Library.  He also complimented Purcell Construction and Sean Harrington Architects.
Register of Electors.
Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, briefed the members in relation to the Register of Electors and the deadlines for inclusion on the Register of Electors to enable the public to vote in the impending General Election.
The members were requested to check the Register on publication to ascertain if any corrections or additions need to be made to it by way of Supplement Application within the prescribed period.
Mr. Sheridan replied to queries raised by the members in relation to the accuracy of the Register of Electors.
GENERAL ITEMS.

Notice of Motion.
UN Overseas Mission 1960 – 1964.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Loughrey and seconded by Councillor B. Steele -

“I ask that Longford County Council officially recognises the contribution made by Irish soldiers, with a Longford connection, who served in Ireland’s first ever UN Overseas Mission 1960 – 1964.
These men were the pathfinders for all subsequent UN overseas

missions.”
It was agreed that a presentation will be made to representatives of this group of soldiers at the February meeting of the Council.
Correspondence  -
Letter dated 11th November 2010 received from the Department of Finance regarding the embargo on recruitment to the public
service was noted.

Letter dated 22nd December 2010 received from the Department of Transport regarding the National Cycle Network Scoping
Study was noted.

Letter dated 7th January 2011 received from the Water Supply Project – Dublin Region regarding proposed water extraction 
from Lough Derg for the Water Supply Project – Dublin Region was noted.

CONFERENCES.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.  
Request by Senator David Norris to address the Members of the Council.
Mayor P. Connell referred to request received from Senator David Norris to address the members regarding the Presidential Election.
Councillor M. Casey proposed and Mayor P. Connell seconded that Senator Norris be afforded the opportunity to address a meeting of the Council.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 16th February 2011.
Signed: _______________

             Mayor.
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