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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Adjourned September Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford 
on   Tuesday, 27th September 2011 at  4.30  p.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Frank Kilbride, Mayor.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Larry Bannon, Paddy Belton, 

Gearoid O Bradaigh, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 

Mark Casey, Paul Connell John Duffy, 

Sean O Fearghaile,  Donncha Mac Gleannáin, 

Victor Kiernan, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 

Alan Mitchell, Martin Mulleady, Peggy Nolan, 

P.J Reilly, Mae Sexton,  Barney Steele and 

Thomas Victory.









IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr. Barry Lynch, Deputy County Manager.




Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.






Ms. Maeve Killian, Acting Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, A/Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
 


VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor Tom Victory, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to former 
Councillor Maura Kilbride-Harkin and the Kilbride family on the recent death of Sean Kilbride.  It was agreed that the meeting be adjourned for ten minutes as a mark of respect to the late Mr. Kilbride.   A prayer was said for the deceased.
As Mayor Frank Kilbride had to leave the meeting, Deputy Mayor John Duffy chaired the meeting.
Meeting of the Association of County and City Councillors on 28th September 2011.
As Mayor Frank Kilbride is not in a position to attend meeting of the Association of County and City Councillors on the 28th September 2011, it was agreed that Deputy Mayor John Duffy will attend on his behalf.

VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS.

Councillor P. Belton proposed and Councillor L. Bannon seconded that a vote of congratulations be extended to St. Brigid’s, Killashee on winning the Intermediate Football Championship 2011.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor G. Brady, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 20th July 2011 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Connell seconded by Councillor V. Kiernan, the Minutes of Adjourned July Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 7th September 2011 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bannon seconded by Councillor P. Belton, the Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on 7th September 2011 were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

The members of the Regional Health Forum Dublin –Mid Leinster circulated reports on the following issues  -

· Future of services at the Midland Regional Hospital in Mullingar.

· Completion of the new Primary Care Centre at Flancare, Longford.

· Nursing Home Support Scheme.

The members discussed, in detail, the contents of the reports and expressed concern regarding the moratorium on the recruitment of staff in the health services.

Councillor P. Nolan requested that it be recorded in the minute of the meeting her concern that the Midland Regional Hospital in Mullingar will be added to the list of hospitals that are currently being considered for downgrading.
Following a request from Councillor B. Steele asking that adequate funding be provided for the facilities at the Day Care Centre in Ballymahon, Councillor P. Belton stated that the three members of the Health Forum will submit a motion for the next meeting of the Forum regarding this issue.
Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that representatives from the Health Service Executive be requested to attend a meeting of the Council to update the members on health issues.

MANAGER’S ORDERS

The County Manager’s Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 20th June 2011, which had been circulated, were noted.







FINANCE DIRECTORATE.
Public Liability Claims.
It was noted that five public liability claims were received during July and August 2011. The members were informed that the full details on public liability claims made during each month are available to the members on the Extranet.
Councillor L. McEntire referred to the recent changes to the Board of Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. and thanked Councillor Belton for his compliments at a recent meeting.

Quarterly Financial Report on Revenue Account Position.





Ms. M. Killian, Acting Head of Finance, outlined the details of the Quarterly Financial Report on Revenue Account Position as at 30th June 2011.

Ms. Killian and Mr. Lynch replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues-
· Interest rates.
· Insurance premiums.
· Retro-Rated Premium.
· Payment of dividend from I.P.B. M.I. to Longford County Council.
Update on Higher Education Grant Scheme 2011.

The A/Head of Finance informed the meeting that 462 Higher Education Grant applications were received this year.  So far grants have been awarded to 241 applicants, further information has been requested from 151 applicants, 21 applications were refused and 12           cancelled.  Out of the 241 awarded, 118 have been paid with 123 awaiting registration papers.  Ms. Killian advised the meeting that application numbers are comparable with last year.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE AND CULTURAL SERVICES AND HUMAN RESOURCES.
Preparation of  Draft Register of Electors 2012/2013.
Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that the preparation of the Draft Register of Electors is underway at present.  Mr. Sheridan requested the members to check the Register for their respective areas and inform Franchise of any relevant amendments.

Also, preparation of the Supplement to the current Register is also underway, i.e. additions to the Register of eligible electors to enable them to vote at the upcoming Presidential Election and Referenda.  The closing date for Supplement Applications is Monday,

10th October 2011.  

The closing date for Supplement to Postal and Special Voters Lists will be two days after the last Polling Day Order is made  -  Dublin West Bye-Election Order still to be made.
Mr. Sheridan replied to queries raised by the members.

Revision of Polling Scheme.
Mr. Sheridan informed the members that the making of Polling Scheme is a reserved function.   Polling Scheme should be reviewed every ten years in accordance with the guidelines.

The Longford County Council Current Scheme was adopted by members on 14th January 2007 following a review of previous scheme. Two subsequent revisions to this scheme were approved and adopted by the members on 16th January 2008 and 21st January 2009 respectively.

The second revised edition was prepared in accordance with the provisions of the County Longford Local Electoral Areas Order 2008 (SI 438 of 2008) and came into effect on 
15th February 2009.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a sub-committee be set up to review the current Polling Scheme.

It was agreed by the members that this item be placed on the Agenda for the October meeting of the Council.

Notices of Motions.

Edgeworthstown Library.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor T. Victory -
“I call on Longford County Council to make application for improvement works at Edgeworthstown Library.
Councillor Carrigy requested that his motion be amended as follows –

“I call on Longford County Council to make application for a new Library in Edgeworthstown”

Mr. F. Sheridan advised the meeting that the programme of works submitted to the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government has identified in order of priority, Granard Library as first and Edgeworthstown Library as second.

The members were informed that officials from the Council are in ongoing contact with the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government regarding funding for the library services in the County. 
Better Estate Awards.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor T. Victory-
“I call on Longford County Council to expand the Better Estate awards to encompass non-council estates where Residents Associations have been set up”.
Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a letter be sent to the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government requesting that funding be allocated to allow the Council to expand the Better Estate Awards Scheme.

It was also agreed that this item be placed on the Agenda for the October meeting of the Council.

Outdoor Staff.

Councillor A. Mitchell requested that a report be prepared for the members on the number of outdoor staff currently employed by the Council.
Meeting with Minister for Justice – Connolly Barracks, Longford. 

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services referred to the meeting which has been arranged between the Minister for Justice and a deputation from Longford County Council on Thursday 29th September at 12.00 p.m to discuss Connolly Barracks.
The Deputation to consist of the following  -
Councillor J. Keogh, Mayor of Longford Town Council, 

Councillor F. Kilbride, Mayor of Longford County Council, 

Councillor A. Mitchell  -  Chairperson of the County Development Board.
Councillor P. Nolan.
Councillor D. Glennon
Councillor P. Connell.
It was agreed that the deputation will meet prior to the meeting with the Minister.










INFRASTRUCTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.
Roads.

Proposed link road from N5 Bypass to Longford Sewerage Treatment Plant

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, informed the meeting that a joint meeting of the Longford County Electoral Area and the Longford Town Council had been held and it was agreed that a report on the proposed link road from the N5 Bypass to the Longford Sewerage Treatment Plant would be prepared and forwarded to the members of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council.

Quarterly Report on Progress of the N5 Bypass.

Mr. P. Newell, N.R.A. Liaison Officer, made a presentation to the meeting on the progress of the N5 Longford Bypass under the following headings  -
· Need for the N5 Longford Bypass.

· Time Line.

· Benefits.
· Location of N5 Bypass
· Construction – Start Date             -  April 201.




 Completion Date -  October 2012.
       2.6 km of standard single carriageway National Primary Road.

       2 no. at-grade roundabouts.

       6 no. Principal structures.

      Accommodation tracks.
Deputy Mayor J. Duffy thanked Mr. Newell for his informative presentation.
Presentation on Public lighting.

Ms. Maura Gilchrist, Executive Technician, made a presentation to the meeting on public lighting in the County under the following headings  -  
· Background to public lighting in the County – ESB has historically acted as sole


service provider. UMS Market was opened to competition on 19th July 2005.

· Public Lighting Costs-
· Energy Supply.

· PL Maintenance.

· Network Poles.
· Non Network Poles.

· ESB Requirements.

· Public Lighting – Taking in Charge.

· Public Lighting  - Reporting Faults.


· Multi-Annual Plan
· Conclusion and Recommendations  -

· The SEAI National Energy Efficiency Action Plan 2009-2020 sets out an ambitious energy efficiency target for the public sector of 33% savings by 2020.

· The cost of public lighting primarily comes from Longford County Council’s own resources and is a significant budgetary item.
· If we make no changes other than what has been outlined in this presentation, the estimated total cost of Energy and maintenance of Public Lighting in 2011 will be €420,000,less NRA contribution of €67,500. 

· Net cost to Longford County Council/Longford Town Council will be €352,500.

· Longford County Council Public Lighting section has no control over reducing energy rates but can reduce the energy usage through capital upgrades.

· The estimated average cost per light including maintenance, repair/upgrade and energy supply is €125 per annum.
· Areas of savings must be found.

· Revised UMR tariffs will provide an incentive or payback for adopting energy efficient Public Lighting solutions. 

· Where reasonable, lights can be turned off at midnight.
· No new additional lighting to be added to Longford County Council database.

· Upgrade infrastructure with energy efficient units or LED’s.

· In the long term, transfer all 984 lights on network poles to Longford County Council poles and become entirely independent from ESB.
· Budget for the taking in charge of 1500 lights over 5 years.

Deputy Mayor J. Duffy thanked Ms. Gilchrist for her comprehensive presentation.

Councillor A. Mitchell proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that Public Lighting be placed on the Agenda for next Area Meetings of the Council and the October Monthly Meeting.   

Notice of Motion.
Parking Regulations in County Longford.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy.
“I wish to get an update on my Motion for a review of the parking regulations in our county.”
Mr. Murphy informed the meeting that there are currently no proposals to introduce parking regulations in the County towns.
The members discussed the need to change the parking regulations in Longford town.
Mr. Murphy replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -
· Road at Rhyne, Killoe.

· Flooding problem at Moigh Road, Ballymahon,

· Winter gritting programme.
· Location of stand pipes during severe weather.

· Knappogue Road, Clondra.
· Industrial Relations issues.

· Removal of cut stone in Ballymahon.
Red Cow Roundabout.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor A. Mitchell seconded that the “Charlotte Brooke” Roundabout on the N4 revert to the locally known name of “Red Cow Roundabout” and that the new roundabout on the N5 Bypass at Moneylagan be named the “Charlotte Brooke” roundabout.





Water:

Water Supply Project for the Dublin region  
Letter dated 6th September 2011 from the Joint Committee on Environment, Transport, Culture and Gaeltacht and letter dated 12th September 2011 including  briefing note from Dublin City Council regarding the water supply project for the Dublin region were noted by the members.
Environment:

Flood Risk Assessment.
Report dated 15th September 2011 received from Mr. Ciaran  Murphy, Acting Director of Services, regarding Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment – Public Consultation Stage was noted by the members.

It was agreed that this matter be considered by the Water Services and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee and report back to the October meeting of the Council.
HOUSING, PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL AND EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications which had been received since the July meeting of the Council, was submitted and noted.
Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 55, The Demesne, Longford  
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of No. 55, The Demesne, Longford  to

Mr. Patrick Wall in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government 

Act 2001 issued on the 16th August 2011.
Notices of Motions.
Housing Grants.

The following Notice of Motion in the name of Mayor F. Kilbride was adjourned to the

October meeting of the Council.
“That aluminium windows be allowed to qualify for replacement on all Housing Grant 

Schemes under Longford County Council.”
Old Persons Dwellings – Granard and Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion in the names of Mayor F. Kilbride and 

Councillor P.J. Reilly were adjourned to the October meeting of the Council.

“We wish to put a motion to the meeting  -  has the Housing Section of Longford County
Council any plans to build Old Peoples dwellings in Granard or Edgeworthstown?”
Refurbishment Works at Trumra Road, Granard.

The following Notice in the name of  Councillor P.J. Reilly was adjourned to the October

meeting of the Council -
“I wish to put a motion forward to the meeting for an update from the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government regarding funding for the refurbishment and works of Trumra Road,Granard.”   




· 
· 
· 
· 

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 





GENERAL ITEMS.
General Items.

Notice of Motion. 

Vehicle Registration.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Duffy and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan -
“In light of the high number of burglaries in rural Ireland, Longford County Council asks the Minister for Justice to review the vehicle registration system with a view to reversing the order of numbers, i.e. that the number of the car registered would appear on the left of the number plate with the year appearing on the right of the county letters. This would mean that persons who may get a glimpse of a number plate of a getaway car may have better information for the Gardai.”
It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Mr. Alan Shatter, T.D., Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence regarding this issue.

Correspondence.
Letter dated 13th July 2011 received from the Office of the Minister for the          Environment, Community and Local Government regarding the proposed household          Charge was noted.
Letter dated 27th July 2011 received from the Office of the Minister for Training  and Skills regarding changes to the school transport scheme was noted.

Letter dated 27th July 2011 received from the Office of the Minister for the         Environment, Community and Local Government in relation to election posters and           cable ties was noted. 
Letter dated 3rd August 2011 received from the Finance Unit, Water Services Section, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding           additional allocations from the Local Government Fund for water services costs was noted.

Letter dated 4th August 2011 received from the Office of the Minister for Health         regarding nursing home care was noted. 

Letter dated 6th September 2011 received from the Office of the Minister for the           Environment, Community and Local 
Government regarding the moratorium on           Staffing was noted.

CONFERENCES.

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.





















Presidential Candidate  -  Dana Rosemary Scallon.

Mayor John Duffy welcomed Ms. Dana Rosemary Scallon to the meeting.
Ms. Scallon thanked the members for their support by nominating her to be a candidate at the forthcoming Presidential Election.  She acknowledged the great work being carried out by local representatives in Ireland.  Ms. Scallon extended sympathy with Mayor Kilbride on his recent bereavement and thanked Deputy John Duffy for allowing her to address the meeting.  She thanked Mr. Barry Lynch, Deputy County Manager, Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager, Ms. Mary Cooney and Ms. Anne Lee for their courtesy to her.

Deputy Mayor John Duffy and the members of the Council wished Ms. Scallon every success in the Presidential Election.


This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 



             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the   

19th October 2011.
Signed: _______________

              Deputy Mayor.
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