RURAL TRANSPORT AUDIT

In November 2000 an Interdepartmental working group on rural transport was established and chaired by the DOELG.

CDB’s were asked to specifically address the important issue of rural transport as part of their overall strategy preparation process and in particular to

· Audit the existing rural passenger transport services

· Assess the future needs for such services in their areas

The process was initially done on a pilot basis in Kerry, Laois, Mayo and Westmeath. 

All remaining CDB’s have now carried out their own audit.  Longford was grouped with Galway County, Roscommon & Offaly for this purpose.   WSP Transportation Consultants were appointed to carry out the study for this region. 

The process entailed amongst other things the issuing of 2,000 random questionnaires to rural households in the county towards the end of November on transport patterns, requirements and availability of services.  A half day workshop  also took place in December 2001  to which relevant bodies were invited.  The findings of the studies together with the experience of the current national Rural Transport Initiative will be deliberated by a follow-up Interdepartmental Group on Rural Transport to be chaired by the Department of Public Enterprise.  A copy of Longford’s report can be viewed and downloaded from this site.

