
Mr. Dick Roche, TD, Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government with Gary Brady, Environmental Awareness Officer, Longford County Council launching a new Race Against Waste lo-call telephone information line, 1890-667 639 and website, www.raceagainstwaste.ie, to provide information about all aspects of waste management for people at home and at work.  

MINISTER LAUNCHES NEW LO-CALL INFORMATION LINE FOR RACE AGAINST WASTE

November 2004:
Mr. Dick Roche, TD, Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government has launched a new Race Against Waste lo-call telephone information line, 1890-667639, to provide advice and answers to questions about all aspects of waste management for people at home and at work.  The phoneline supports the redeveloped website, www.raceagainstwaste.ie, which also went live today.  The Minister launched the new phoneline and website in the ENFO centre, Dublin, at a meeting of Environmental Awareness Officers from local authorities all over Ireland.


“Our new lo-call information line will be especially useful for householders who do not have access to the website or email and who want to learn how to slim their bin before pay-by-use is introduced early next year,” said Dick Roche, TD, Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government. 

The Race Against Waste phoneline is manned by Environmental Scientists who are in close contact with all of the local authorities around the country and so can provide accurate local information to callers from anywhere in Ireland.  Questions about all aspects of waste management can be dealt with through the website and phoneline, such as how to compost, how to reduce waste, what, how and where to recycle as well as information about landfill and incineration.  

 “The local authority Environmental Awareness Officers who promote recycling, composting and waste reduction among schools, businesses and community groups throughout the country, are integral to the Race Against Waste and I am confident that our new lo-call phoneline and website will support what they are doing.”

 “The Race Against Waste is the most extensive waste information campaign ever run in the country,” continued Minister Roche.  “As well working with householders and small businesses to reduce waste and recycle more, we are now broadening our remit to include large public buildings such as government departments, third level colleges, hospitals, prisons, transport providers, hotels, local authority buildings and others. We have been in discussion with representatives from each of these sectors and the Race Against Waste project team is now developing Programmes of Action for them which we will launch and start implementing next February.”

To get into the Race Against Waste at home or at work, visit www.raceagainstwaste.ie or lo-call 1890-667639, Monday – Friday from 9am – 5pm.  All calls are charged at local rates from anywhere in Ireland.

TIPS TO SLIM YOUR HOUSEHOLD BIN

1.       Think before throwing anything away – can it be reused for something else?

2.       Have a garden composter for organic waste like vegetable peelings, food leftovers, teabags, fruit peelings, garden waste and divert 1/3 of your waste away from landfill

3.       Buy fruit and vegetables that have no unnecessary packaging, e.g. bananas don’t need a bag 

4.       Where possible, buy groceries packed in recyclable packaging like glass or cardboard instead of foil and plastic 

5.       Where possible buy goods in larger containers, e.g. a 2-litre bottle of cola instead of a few small bottles or cans

6.       Use a lunchbox for your sandwiches or salad and don’t wrap them in plastic

7.       Buy a battery recharger and use recyclable batteries

8.       Save all glass jars and bottles and bring them to your local Glass Bank for recycling

9.       If you have a green bin/bag at home be sure to use it for newspapers, magazines, junk mail, pizza / cereal boxes, milk / juice cartons, food tins and drinks cans as well as other materials, depending on where you live

10.   If there is a recycling centre close to where you live or work, be sure to bring old batteries, plastic bottles and bags and any other materials they accept for recycling

