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Executivessummary

Longford County Council has prepared this noise action plan-2028 in accordance

with the requirements of EU Directive 2002/49/EC, otherwise recograstte
EnvironmentaNoiseDirectiveor ENDwhichwastransposed into Irish Law by the
Environmental Noise Regulations 2006, SI No. 140 of 2006. The European Communities
have recently superseded these regulations, Environmental Noise Regulations 2018, Sl
No. 549/2018.

Thedirectiveaimsto providefor the implementationof acommonECapproach to avoid,
prevent, or reduce the harmful effects of exposure to environmental noise on a prioritised
basis.

Environmentahoiseremainsa major problemin Europe with at least20%of the
populationreported bythe European Environmerfigencyto belivingin

areas where noise levels are considered harmful to human health. Thedongexposure
to environmental noise significantly effects the physical and mental heéaltine
population(e.g.annoyancestressreactions sleepdisturbance poor mental health and
well-being). The major source of noise pollution in both urban andudran areas is
transportation.
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which has been put in place to manage environmental noise and engage with the public.

The END was transposed into Irish Law by the European CommyEitsonmental
Noise)Regulation2006,beingrevisedin 2018and amended in 2018.



ThisPlanhasbeenpreparedto addressnvironmentalnoisefrom majorroadsin Caunty
Longford, with more than three million vehicles per annum.

Environmentahoiseis an unwantedor harmfuloutdoor soundcreatedby human activities,
including noise emitted by means of transport (road traffic, rail trafdiic,traffic and noise
in agglomerations over a specified size). Types of noise not included in the Regulations are
noise from domestic activities, noise created by neighbours, noise at workplaces, etc.

Noisemappingbodiesand ActionPlanningAuthoritieswere assignedesponsibility under the
regulations to draw up noise maps for the third round in 2017. Action plans are required in
respect of the following sources of noise:

w Agglomerationsvith morethan 100,000inhabitants

w Major airportswith more than 50,000movementsper year

w Major Railroadsvith more than 30,000trainsper year

w Major Roadswith aflow thresholdof 3,000,000vehiclesper year.

Theonlynoisesourceabovethat isapplicableto Caunty Longford,is majorroadswith a flow
threshold of 3,000,000 vehicles per year. The following sections of roadimtydangford
were deemed to be above this threshold.
w N4from the CountyBoundarywith Westmeathto the Countyboundarywith Leitrim.
w N63from its junctionwith the N4 at Lisnamuckeastof LongfordTownto its junction
with the R397 west of Longford Town
w R198from its junctionwith the N63in LongfordTownto Cahanaglunction
w N55from junction with R392n Ballymahon to Ballymahdvart
w R392from junctionwith N55at CreevaghBallymahorto Mercy Secondary School,
Main St., Ballymahon
w R393from junctionwith N63at StMelsCathedrain LongfordTownto junction
with N4 at Kilnasavoge east of Longford Town

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), the nors@pping authority for major national roads,
has prepared strategic noise maps for the national roads located witbimtylLongford
that were judgedby the benefit of roadtraffic countdata tohavemore than three million
vehiclesper year.Transportinfrastructurelreland (TIl)actingon behalfof the local

Authority alsopreparedstrategicnoisemapsfor regional roads above the threshold.



StrategicnoisemappingwascreatedusingcomputeranalysisResultsrom this mapping

are theoretical and predict the anticipated noise levels in the areas surrounding these
roads. Geodirectory data was included in this analysis. From this, the population exposed to
environmental noise generated by these roads could be predicte

The Noise Action Plan 2024, prepared by Longford County Council, attengotsttol

the existingnoiseenvironmentand protect the future noiseclimate within the action
planning area. The Noise Action Plan has been prepared in

accordancevith the Regulationgindis aimedat strategiclong-term management of
environmentalnoisefrom transportsystemsTheproposedmeasuresare based on the
results of Strategic Noise Maps which have been assessed to estimate the population
exposure and harmful effects of noise@ountyLongford. The results of the assessment
have been used to identify areas that shall be subject to noise management activities during
the implementation of the Plan. These areas are referred to as Priority Important Areas.
Longford County Coundd committedto reviewing the requirement for noise mitigation in
the Priority Important Areas withithe lifecycleof the NoiseActionPlan,includingcost
benefitanalysisvhere necessary and determining the reduction in harmful effects where
practicable.

ThisNoiseActionPlanis supportedby a four-yearprogrammefor implementation (2024
2028), with progress reported to the EPA on an annual basis. The Plan
isunderpinnedby a setof overarchinghoisepolicyprinciplesoutlinedin the Longford Noise
Policy Statement.

Longford PolicyGtatement

Longford County Council will seek to address environmental noiserfrajor
roads, as defined in the Environmental Noise Regulations, in the cdorygford
CountyCouncilwill endeavorto maintainsatisfactory noise environments, where
they exist and will have regard to the protection and improvement of the noise
environment in the planning process, and wilideavorto ensure that future
developments include provisions to protect the population from the effects of
environmental noise in the interests of residential amenity and public health.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of Environmental Noid@irective

A Directive (2002/49/EC) was issued by the European Union in 2002 related to
assessingndmanagingenvironmentalnoisepollution, typicallycalledthe

Environmental Noise Directive (END). The principal aim of the directive is to
implementa Europeanwide systemfor identifyingsourcesof environmentalnoise pollution,
informing the public about relevant noise data, and taking the necessary steps to avoid,
prevent or reduce noise exposure.

Underthis directive,Member statesare requiredto:
w UndertakestrategicNoiseMappingto determineexposureio environmentalnoise.
w Ensuranformationon environmentalnoiseandits effectsis availableto the public.

Adopt action plans based upon noise mapping results to prevent and reduce environmental
noise where necessary, particularly where exposure levels can itdungul effectson
humanhealthand preserveenvironmentalnoisequality where it is good.



1.2 Purposeof Environmental NoisdRegulations

END was transposed into Irish Law by the Environmental Noise Regul2@06sSINo.
1400f 2006.1n 2018,SINo0.5490f 2018replacedthese.Thenewest regulations transpose
EU directive 2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and management of environmental
noise as amended by Commission Directive (EU) 2015/996. The regulations provide for
implementing a common approach within the European communitgnded to avoid,
prevent, or reduce on a prioritised

basisthe harmfuleffects,includingannoyancedueto exposureto environmentalnoise.

For the purposes of the Directive and Regulations, environmental noise is the unwanted
harmful outdoor soundcreatedby humanactivities,includingnoise emitted by
transportation sources such as road traffic, rail traffic, air traffic and noise in
agglomerations over a specified size. Types of noise not included in

the regulations aranoise that the exposed person causes, noise from domestic activities,
noisecreatedby neighboursnoiseat workplacesor noiseinsidemeans of transport or due
to military activities.

1.3 LegislativeBackground

EuropearCommunitieEnvironmentaNoise)Regulation2018- 2021(S.1. 549/2018 &
663/2021)
w TheRegulationgiveeffectto the EnvironmentaNoiseDirective(END)
2002/49/EC
w Apply to environmental noise, created by human activities, which people are
exposedo; in built-up areas,in publicparks/quietareas,nearschools& hospitals
and other noisesensitive buildings /areas.
w The Regulations/ENI2quires twoindicators tobe applied;Ldenand Lnight
w Regulationsequire NoiseMappingBodies(NMBs)o prepareStrategicNoise Maps
every 5 years for;
¢ Agglomerationg>100,00Qpersons)road,rail, airports & industry)
¢ Majorroads(>3,000,00(vehiclepassageperyear)
¢ Majorrail (>30,00Qrain passagegper year)
¢ Majorairport (>50,000movementsper year)

w TheRegulationgsequire ActionPlanningAuthorities(APAsjo makeNoise Action
Plansevery 5 years for each of the areas covered by the Strategic Noise Maps.



w MemberStatesmustreport on the numbersof peoplewho are exposedo noise
levels above the reporting thresholds for a range of noise sources.

w NoiseMappingBodiesmustcalculatethe harmful effectsassociatedvith noise
(Ireland only).

1.4 Noiselndicators

TheEnvironmentaNoiseRegulationspecifytwo mainnoiseindicatorswhich must be used
in the preparation of the Strategic Noise Maps:

Definition of the day-eveningnight levelLden noiseindicator¢

Ldayisthe A-weightedlong-term averagesoundlevelasdefinedin ISO 199&:
1987, determined over all the daeriods of a year,

Leveningis the A-weightedlong-term averagesoundlevelasdefinedin ISO 199&:
1987, determined over all the evening periods of a year,

Lnightisthe A-weightedlongterm averagesoundlevelasdefinedin ISO 199&:
1987, determined over all the night periods of a year and is a measure of
WIEyy28lyOoSQ OowSLE2NIAY3d GKNBAK2fR ppR. O

Definitionof the nighttime noiselevelindicator Lnight ¢

Lnight is the Aweighted longterm average sound level as definedIBO 1996
2:1987,determinedoverall the night periodsof ayearandis designed to assess
sleep disturbance (Reporting threshold 50dB).

Calculation®f supplementarynoiseindicatorshavealsobeenundertaken,namelythe
Laeg,16hrthe annualaveragenoiselevelfor the 16-hour period between07:00¢ 23:00
hours), which the EPA has approved as the appropriate noise indicator to inform the
identification of Candidate Quiet Areas.



1.5 Fourth Schedule of theRegulations

TheFourthScheduleof the Regulationsetsout the minimumrequirementsfor Action Plans.
These are:
1. Anaction plan must aleast include the followinglements:

G
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adescriptionof the agglomerationthe majorroads,the majorrailways or
major airports and other noisgources considered,

the authority responsible,

the legalcontext,

anystatutory limit values irplace,

asummary otfthe resultsof the noisemapping,

an evaluationof the estimatednumberof peopleexposedo noise
identificationof problemsandsituationsthat needto beimproved,
arecordof the publicconsultationsorganisedn accordancevith
Regulation 12(5),

anynoisereductionmeasureslreadyin forceandanyprojectsin
preparation,

actionswhichthe actionplanningauthoritiesintend to takein the next five
years, including any measures to preserve quiet areas,

long-term strategy,

financialinformation (if available)budgets,costeffectiveness
assessment codienefit assessment,

provisionsenvisagedor evaluatingthe implementationandthe results of the
action plan.

2. Theactionswhichthe actionplanningauthoritiesintend to take in the fields within
their competence may for example include:

G
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traffic planning,

land-useplanning,

technicalmeasuresat noisesources,
selectionof quietersources,

reductionof soundtransmission,

regulatoryor economicmeasuresor incentives.

3. Eachactionplanshouldcontainestimatesin termsof the reductionof the number
of people affected (annoyed, slegjsturbed, or other).



1.6 Aims and Objectives of ActioRlans

Environmental noise is the second biggest environmental cause of health proiplémes
EU after air pollution (the fine particulatematter in air), according to the World Health
Organisation (WHO), and the European Environment Agency!(EEélpnged exposure to
noise can lead to serious illnesses including:

w Cardiovasculadiseases
Reducedognitive performance ighildren.
Severeannoyancewhich isa formof stress.
Sleepdisturbance.
Tinnitus.

€ € € ¢

TheENDisthe mainpanEuropearregulatoryframeworkestablishedo manage
environmental noise, through harmonis@docedures to assess levels of noise exposure,
assess the impact on human health, and prepare noise action plans.

Within the frameworkof the END andthe contextof sustainabledevelopmentthe overall
aim of managing environmental noise isawoid, prevent and reduce the harmful effects
due to long term exposure to environmental noisehich would in turn promote good
health and a good quality of life.

The aims and objectives of the Directive state that the adoption of action plans sheuld
concernedwith: & LINES @ Snyirédugingenvironmentalinoisewhere necessary and
particularly where exposure levels can induce harmful effects on human health and to
LINSASNIAY I SYGANRBYYSyYy(lf2 y2A4S ljdzZ t Ade
Thisimplies two scenariowhich are tobe addressed bthe actionplans:

I Reductionof existingenvironmentalnoisewhere necessaryand

I Protectionof the future noiseclimate.

1 European Environment Agency, Healthy environment, healthy lives: how the environment infloealdesind
wellbeing in Europe, EEA Refddealthy environment, healthy lives: how the environmiarfiuenceshealthand
well-beingin Europet EuropearEnvironmentAgencyeuropa.el

2 EnvironmentaNoiseDirective- EuropeanCommissiorfeuropa.eu)
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Additionally from a nationalperspectivat isrecommendedhat noiseactionplanssupport Policy
Obijective 65 from the Nation&lanning Framework 204@vhich states:

Gt NP Yiel{p®-active managementof noise where it is likely to have
significantadverseimpactson health and quality of life and supportthe aimsof
the EnvironmentalNoise Regulationghrough national planning guidance and
b2AaS ! OGA2y tfl yaoe

ActionPlanningAuthoritiesareto determinethe measuregso be includedwithin the noise
action plans, and:

& 9 I adtiinplan orrevision ofanaction planshall addresgriorities whicht
I. maybeidentified basedon exceedancesf anyrelevantnoiselimit value or other
relevant criteria established by the Agency in accordance with subparagraph (3),
and
ii. shall,inthe firstinstanceaddresghe mostimportant areaor areas
Saldlof AaKSR o0& &adGNIGS3IAO y2AaS YILLAYyIPE
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addressed. The guidance develops on these concepts by setting out a recommended
approachfollowingathree-stepapproachto identifyingpriorities:
1. Important Areas(lA) ¢ thesearelocationsexposedo environmentalnoisewhichmaybe
harmfulto humanhealth,asindicatedby internationalguidance.
2. MostImportant Areas(MIA) ¢ theselocationsarea sub-setof Important Areasvherethe
health effectsare highest,typicallythrough a product of noise exposure levels and the
number of people exposed to noise.
3. Priority Important Areas(PIA) ¢ between5 and 10 MIAsidentified as those which will be
addressediuringthe implementationof the NoiseActionPlan(NAP).

In May 2021 the EU launched the Zero Pollution Action®REPAP) with a vision for 2050
that air, water and soil pollution is reduced to levels no longer harmful to healtmatural
ecosystemsThetargetsby 2030included NB R dz®shafedf people chronically disturbed
o0& UNJ yaL}R NJiconpardddoR018.8 o /x> €

3 NationalPlanning=ramework2040:http://www.gov.ie/en/project-ireland2040/[Accessed August
2023]

4 Regulationl2(2)

5  https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/zerpollution-actionplan_en[accessedOctober2022]



http://www.gov.ie/en/project-ireland-2040/

In support of ZPAP, the PHENOMEptaject was undertaken to identify costffective
noise mitigation measures which may help competent authorities to achieve noise
reductions across large parts of the exposed populatibme previous version of the EPA
guidance on noise action planning focused noise mitigation measures on locations
exposed to high levels of noise, however in the context of the ZPAP it was determined
that a different approach would be required to help supp@PAs actions to reduce the
overall health effects of environmealnoise.Theaim of the revisedapproach
recommendedo identify

Priority Important Areas(PlAs)seeSectiord, isto supportthe aspirationsof ZPAP by
providing noise reductions to larger numbers of exposed residents.

1.7 Historical Noise ActiorPlans

TheEnvironmentaNoiseRegulationspecifythe procesgo be followedin addressing
environmentaknoisefrom transportsourcesimplementedoverthree phases:

RoundOne(2007):

NoiseMappingBodieswererequiredto submitstrategicnoisemapsbefore 30 July 2007 for
the following conditions:

w Major Roadswith morethan 6,000,000vehiclesper year

w Major Railroadsvith more than 60,000trainsperyear

w Major Airportswith more than 50,000movementsper year

w Agglomerationsvith more than 25,00inhabitants

Within the constraints above, local authorities submitted Phase One noise action plese
planswere conveyedo the EuropeanCommissionn January2009. LongfordCountyCouncil
did not exceedthesethresholdsin their functionalarea and did not have to submit a Phase
One Noise Action Plan.

6  European Commission, DirectordBeneral for Environment, Kantor, E., Klgbtda Richer, C. et al., Assessment of

potential health benefits of noise abatement measures in the EU: Phenomena pijddications Office,
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/245662021. [Accessed October 2023]




RoundTwo (2013):

Thisphaseprovidedfor noisemappingbodiesto makestrategicnoisemapsfor the
following:

w Major Roadswith greaterthan 3,000,000vehiclesper year

w Major Railroadswith greaterthan 3,000trains per year

w Major Airportswith greaterthan 50,000movementsper year

w Agglomerationsvith greaterthan 1000,00Gnhabitants

Timetable

w August2013/September 2013Public ConsultatioPhase
w November2013:FinalVersionof NoiseActionPlan
w January2014:EPAsubmitPlanto the EuropeanCommission

171 RoundThree(2018)

Thisphaseprovidedfor noisemappingbodiesto makestrategicnoisemapsfor the
following:

w Major Roadswith greaterthan 3,000,000vehiclesper year

w Major Railroadswith greaterthan 3,000trains per year

w Major Airportswith greaterthan 50,000movementsper year

w Agglomerationsvith greaterthan 1000,00Gnhabitants

Timetable

w December2018/January2019:Draft NoiseActionPlandevelopedby
Longford County Council and submitted to EPA for review

w January2019 / February 2019: Public ConsultatPimase

w March2019:ThenoiseActionPlanisto be updatedfollowingpublic
consultation and submitted to the EPA for final review.

w January2019:EPAsubmitteda summaryof the NoiseActionPlanto the
European Commission.

1.8 RoundFour NoiseAction Plan(2024)

Thisphaseprovidedfor noisemappingbodiesto makestrategicnoisemapsfor the
following:

w Major Roadswith greaterthan 3,000,000vehiclesper year

w Major Railroadswith greaterthan 3,000trains per year

w Major Airportswith greaterthan 50,000movementsper year

w Agglomerationsvith greaterthan 1000,000nhabitants



Timetable

A timetable of the kewctivities for the development and implementation of the NA®s
Round4, anddeliveryto the EuropearEnvironmentAgencyEEApy the Authority, is set out
below:
w JanuaryApril 2024:Preparedraft NAPS;
May 2024:Publicconsultationfor Longford(6 weeks);
18 July 2024 Deadline forsubmission othe NAPgo the EPA,
18 August2024:Deadlinefor publishingNAPS;
18 August 2024A summary of theNAPs to besubmitted to theEPA;
18 January 2025NAPs tdoe reported to theEEA by th&PA.
June2024:Draft NoiseActionPlandevelopedby LongfordCountyCouncil and
submitted to EPA for review
June/July2024:PublicConsultationPhase
August2024:TheNoiseActionPlanisto be updatedfollowingpublic
consultation and submitted to the EPA faral review.
w Q42024:EPAO0 submitasummaryof the NoiseActionPlanto the European
Commission

€ € & € € ¢

€ €

1.9 StrategicEnvironmental Assessment (SE3greening

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Report was prepenaghby
Environmentaltd on behalfof LongfordCountyCouncil ThiSSEA Screening report

considered the applicability of the European Communities (Environmental Assessment

of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations S.1.435/2004 as amended by the

European Communities (Environmental

Assessmentf CertainPlansand ProgrammesjAmendment)Regulation2011,S.1. No. 200 of
OKSNBI FGSNI NEBFSNNBR (2 Fa (GKS WwW{9! wS3dz I (A2
justification for whether SEA was needed.

SEAsaformal procesausedto evaluatethe likely significantenvironmentaleffects of

implementinga planor programmebefore a decisionis madeto adoptthe plan or

programme The SEA Screening Report considered the applicability of the SEA Regulations

FYR GKS b2AaSaORBSZENVYBOQOYl & WEINBLI 'y 2NJ LINR3IN
of the SEA screening process and to determine whether further assessment is required i

respect of the NAP.

The prescreening checks indicated that the NAP is not a plan or programmubith
the SEAapplies,andit wasconcludedthat an SEAs not required.For
completenessthe plan was assessédrther in relation tocriteria 9(3) whiclstates



W competentauthority shalldeterminewhetherplansandprogrammesare likely to have
AAIAYATFAOFIYO STFFSOGa 2y GKS SYyBANRYYSYlIQd ¢KA
of the SEA regulations.

Stage 2 Screening of tidoise Action Plan determined that no further SEA was required. It has
been determined that the NAP will operate at a high level and thereddodl SEAvould not

be proportionaterelativeto the NAPitself. TheNAP does not satisfy thmnditions for

mandatory SEA under S.I. 435/2004.

1.10 Appropriate Assessmengcreening

I NIAOES ¢ 2F GKS 9! 1 lFoAGlIGQa 5ANBOGAGS o/ 2d
and projects be screened for potential significant effects upon Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs) or Special Protection Areas (SPAs). The aim of this scpeeo@sgsto establish

whether significanteffectsuponthosedesignated sites are likely to arise from the proposed

plan or project.

Traynor Environmental Ltd were engaged by Longford County Council to undertake
Appropriate Assessment Screening for the Longford County CouncilAttisePlan2024

2028. Thisscreeningexercisefor AppropriateAssessment was carried out in order to

identify whether any significant impacts on designated sites arising from the implementation
of the Noise Action Plan are likely.

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, the relevant case law, established
bestpracticeandthe precautionaryprinciple,this AAScreenindgReport has examined the

details of the County Longford Noise Action Plan in relation to the relevant Natura 2000 sites
within 15km / Zone of Influence of the County.

The report concluded that an Appropriate Assessment of the plan is not requiiedaas
be excludedbased orobjectiveinformation providedin this report, thatthe proposed
development,ndividuallyor in combinationwith other plansor projects, will not have a
significant effect on any Europeaites.



2. RolesandResponsibilitiesf
DesignatedBodies

2.1 National Authorities

The noise regulations designate noise mapping bodies and action planning autHorities
makingof strategicnoisemapsandnoiseactionplansasfollows.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the appointed national Auttiatty

manages the execution of the regulations. The EPA are required to provide instraiction
guidanceo the relevantnoisemappingbodiesandactionplanning authorities. The EPA is
responsible for reporting to the European Commission the information relating to strategic
noise mapping and action planning in accordance with Article 10(2) of the Directive.

2.2 Noise MappingBodies

w Transportinfrastructurelreland(TIl)isthe noisemappingauthority for major national
roads on behalf of the action planning authority concerned.

w Formajornon-nationalroads,eachlocal Authority isthe noisemapping
authority concerned.



w For major Railroads, larnréd Eireann are the mapping bodies on behalf of the action
planning authority concerned. OnAlugust 2015, Transport Infrastructulreland
(TIwasestablishedhrougha mergerof the National
RoadsAuthority (NRA)@ndthe RailwayProcurementAgencyunderthe Roads Act 2015.
TIl are now the Noise Mapping Body for Luas.

w Therelevantairport authority for majorairportsisthe noisemappingbody,on behalf
of the concerned action planning Authority.

w Forthe agglomeratiorof Cork,both CorkCityand CountyCouncilsarethe noise
mapping body responsible. Similarly, for Dublin, Dublin City Council, along with Dun
Laoghaire/Rathdown, Fingal, and South Dublin County Council are the authorities
concerned.

2.3 Action PlanningAuthorities

Theactionplanningauthoritiesare the localauthoritieswithin the areawhereany major road,
airport, railway, or agglomeration is situated. For the purposthisf Noise Action Plan,
Longford County Council are the assigned Action Planning Authority. Contact details are as
follows:

LongfordCountyCouncil Great

Water StreetLongford,

Co.Longford

Telq 0433346231

Emailc environment@longfordcoco.ie



mailto:environment@longfordcoco.ie

3. ExistingNoiseManagement_egislatiorand
Guidance

3.1 NationalNoise Legislatiomnd Guidance

3.11 Environmental Protection Agency A&092

In Ireland,the principallaw relatingto noiseis Sectionsl06,107,and 108 of PartVI of the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Act 1992.

S106:The Minister for the Environment has power under Sectiondiis Act, after

consulting with other concerned Ministers and the EPA, to make regulations for the purpose
of the prevention or limitation of any noise which may give rise tmiganceor disunity,
constituteadangerto healthor damageproperty. However, no such regulations have been
introduced to date.

S107:Local Authorities have powers under Section 107(1) to serve a notice on any person in
charge of premises, processes or works, other than an activity which is licensaleid PC,
whenthey considerthat it isnecessaryo do soto preventor limit noise. The EPA has the

same power in relation to an activity licensable by it.

S108:The(Noise)Regulationd994(SI179)whichimplementedSectionL08of the EPAAct
1992 weredesignedo simplifyandstrengthenthe proceduredor dealing withnoisenuisance.
ALocalAuthority,the EPAor anyother affectedpersonmay complairio the DistrictCourt
underSectionl08(1)of the EPAAct,whereanynoise



issoloud, socontinuous sorepeated,of suchdurationor pitch or occurringat such timesasto
givereasonablecauseor annoyanceo apersonin anypremisesn the neighbourhoodor to a
personlawfully usinganypublicplace.

3.1.2 IPPGandWastelLicensing

Noise conditions are routinely imposed as part of an IPPC licence. The relevant guidance is

set out in the EPA publicatidauidance Note for Noise; License ApplicatiSasyeysand

Assessmentis relationto scheduledactivitiespublished by EPA in 2012 and recently

updated in 2016. This document contains suggested noise limits of 55 dB(Aptdaytime

and 45dB(A)Aeq, fornighti A YST A GK &l AR fAYAGA (G2 o6S I LI
Whilst these limits have a very specHigplication they haveappearedn manydifferent
contextsandoften form the basis for conditions in planning permissions. Similar noise

conditions are also imposed on wasdteensed facilities.

3.1.3 WastePermitting

Longford County Council may impose naiseditions on waste permitted facilitieghere
noiseisconsideredo be a potentialissue.Theseconditionsare similar to the EPA waste
licence conditions.

3.14 NationalPolicy Objectives4

Improveair qualityand help preventpeoplebeingexposedo unacceptabldevels of

pollution in our urban and rural areas through integrated land use and spatial planning that
supports public transport, walking and cycling as more favourable modes of transport to
the private car, the promotion of energy efficient buildings dnmies, heating systems

with zero local emissions, green infrastructure planning and innovative design solutions.

Noise quality is unwanted sound but is an inevitable consequence of evehjeaarising
from environmentalnoise(createdby humanactivity outdoorssuchas transport,
construction and industry), with different tolerance levels varying from

personto person.It becomesa problem when it occursin the incorrect place or at the
incorrecttime or on afrequentor recurringbasis. Aswe seekto promote more compactnd
efficientforms of developmentwithin our settlements,it isimportant to manage noise more
proactively.



In addressinghese issueghe NationalPlanning Framewornwill support:

NoiseManagementand ActionPlanningMeasures to avoid,mitigate, and
minimiseor promote the pro-activemanagemenof noise,where it is likely to

have significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life, through strategic
noise mapping, noise action plaasd suitable planning conditions.

Noise, Amenity and Privacyhis includes but is not limited to, good
acousticdesignin new developmentsin particularresidential

development, through a variety of measures such as setbacks and
separationbetweennoisesourcesandreceptors,goodacousticdesign of

buildings, building orientation, layout, building materials and noise barriers and
buffer zones between various uses and thoroughfares.

Quiet Areas the further enjoyment of natural resources, such as our green
spaces and sea frontage, through the preservation of low sound levels or a
reduction in undesirably high sound levels, is particularly important for providing
respite from high levels of urbamise. As part of noise action plans, an extra
value placed on these areas, in terms of environmental quality and the
consequential positive impact on qualityldé andhealth,dueto low sound
levelsandthe absenceof noise,can assist iachieving this.

3.15 NationalPolicy Objectives5

Promotethe pro-activemanagemenbf noisewhereit islikelyto havesignificant adverse
impacts on health and quality of life and support the aims of the Environmental Noise
Regulations through national planning guidance &lwise Action Plans.

3.16 Wind Energy PlanninGuidelines

With specificregardto wind energydevelopmentsthis DEHLGlocumentd dz33Sada | af
fixed limit of 45dB(A) or a maximum increase of 5dB(A) above background noise at nearby

A
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areaswith low backgroundevels.Afixedlimit of 43dB(A)t night-time isdeemed
appropriate, as there is no requirement to protect external amenity. These are currently in
the process obeing revised.

3.1.7 Quarriesand Ancillary Activities

Section261of the Planningand DevelopmentAct, 2000,introduceda new system of oneoff
registration for all quarries. Only those quarries for which planning permission was obtained
in the 5yearperiod before S261 became operational were excluded. The Department of the
Environment published guidelines for Planning Authorities for quarries and ancillary
activities in April 2004, including recommended noise conditions for inclusion as part of
registation or where a full planning permission was required.

Depending on the complexity of the quarrying operation, noise conditions were inchsled
part of the registrationprocessandaspart of the planningprocessor quarry extension
applications.

3.1.8 NationalRoadGuidelines

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII, formerly NRA) has published the documents

éGuidelines for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemeg (2004) R

0Good Practise Guidance for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes
(2014 6 KAOK &aSta 2dzi GKS LINPOSRdAzNB (G2 06S ¥F2f¢f
2F yIFGA2y I f NRBIFR &0 KafNatoaasRoadSchie®eshouldbe LINR LJ2 &S
designedwherefeasibleto meetaday eveningnight sound level of 60 dBgen (free field

residential fagcade criterion), to be met both in the year of opening and design year.

Thismeansthat the EnvironmentalmpactStatement(EISmustconsiderthis target for any
new road scheme, including aryisting sensitive residential property likely to be affected
by the scheme.

The guidelines, written from the perspective of road infrastructure construction that may
generate environmental noise, present an approach to mitigating the adverse effects of
road construction as far as possible using measures such as aligohaggtesnoise

barrier construction,e.g.,earth mounds,andthe useof low-noise road surfaces.



3.1.9 BuildingRegulations

The current Irish Building Regulations call for certain constructions to offer
GNBIFaz2ylrofS NBaArAaildlyoOoSe (G2 020K AND2NYS | yR
form of objective criterion, reference is often made to the guidance values put

F2NB I NR AAWA f0-KNS /2 v & G NHzO (i A 2 yTechicaBuidahée RS a ONR 6 S
Document It isarecommendatiorof the EPAAction

Planning guidance that for buildings constructed near noise sources, it would be

appropriatefor specificfacadenoiseinsulationn values baseduponatarget

internal noiselevel,to be a statedrequirementof the construction,potentiallywith a pre

completion sound insulation test required prior to habitation. This would help to ensure that

the design targets of the construction are met in practice. The Building Regulations do not

cover the assessment or control of intrusive noise.

3.2 Regionaland LocalGuidance

321 Eastern& Midland RegionalAssemblySpatial& EconomicStrategy2013;2031

Section 7.3 of strategyA Clean and Healthy Environmertloise pollution,states that

stress from living with noise can have chronic effects on human health including impacts on
mental health and sleep disturbance. Excessive noise also has harmful effects on wildlife.
The EU Environmental Noise Directive requittesst local authorities prepare strategic noise
maps and action plans, setting out mitigation measures to reduce the harmful effects,
including long term exposure to environmental noise from roads, railways and airpdit traf
and the protection of¥ |j dzA NSRiWhickiaFe shownto bringsignificanthealthand
wellbeingbenefits.

REGIONABROLICY OBJECTING&ise Pollutiory.8:

LocalAuthorities shall incorporate the objectives of the EU Environmextase
Directivein the preparationof strategicnoisemaps andaction plansthat support
proactivemeasurego avoid,mitigate,and minimise noise, in cases where it is
likely to have harmful effects.

3.2.2 LongfordTown-LocalTransportPlan(October2023)

Arup was commissioned by Longford County Council (LCC) to complete a Local Transport
Plan(LTPJ¥or LongfordTown.Thepurposeof the TransportStrategyis toinform the Local
AreaPlan(LAP}hat isbeingpreparedfor LongfordTownand Environgisrecommendedn

the RegionaBpatialand EconomicStrategy(RSES).



Theaimof the transportplanisto establisha strategicframeworkfor investment in

transport in Longford, and it is anticipated to be fully reflected in the Dt#fP. Each of

the proposals will be subject to further detailed assessment of their impacts and benefits
prior to implementation.

The overall strategy presents a comprehensive analysis of the current transport situation
in Longford Town. The opportunities and constraints associated witlraimsport

network areidentified andare usedto inform potential solutionsto improve the transport
network for all users.

3.2.3 Longford County DevelopmerRlan

TheLongfordCountyDevelopmentPlan2021-2027addresseshe importanceof noise in a
planning context. Section 12.19 of the Longford County Development Plan; Z021/
refers to pollution prevention within the county.

NoiseandLightPollution: TheEnvironmentaNoiseRegulation®006giveeffect to EU

Directive 2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and management of environmeigel
Theimpactof noisepollutionisanimportant consideration in assessing all new
RSOSt2LIYSyd LINRBLRalfax a AG OFThrodghvthdr OG0 LIS 2 L
Development Management process, the Council

will seek to reduce noise and/or vibration at site boundaries or within adjacent sensitive
areas, especially residential areas, by measures such as layout, design and/or attenuation
mechanisms. The Council will require the submission of Noise ImMgaessmentsyhich
proposesntroducingnoisecreatingusesin proximity to noisesensitive uses, such as
residential areas. If permission is granted, it may impose conditions mitigating impact.
Similarly, where noissensitive uses are proposed within proxintitya noise source, such

as national roads, rail lines,

etc., proposalsshallincludenoiseand/or vibration attenuationmeasuresn any planning
application.



324 ExistingNoise LimitValues

At present, there is no existing legislation that limits noise levels to a particular value. To
address the lack of legislative measures and unify the approach taken by REiaming
Authorities,the EPAhasissuedguidelinenoiselevelsfor the onset ofnoiseexposure
assessmenandprioritisingareasfor noisemitigation measures. The proposed onset of
assessment levels relating to road traffic noise are gbhadaw:

Tablel: EPAGuidanceevelsfor the onsetof noiseexposureassessment

I, [

Onsetlevelsfor noisemitigationmeasures 70dBLden 57dBLnight

Onsetlevelsfor measuredo preservethe 55dBLden 45dBLnight
existingnoisesituation

Ldenreflectsan annualaverage24-hour period. Lnight reflectsthe night time period between
23.00and07.00 Levelsaboveapplyto the ActionPlanningProcesonly and should not be
used for planning purposes generally.

Thesevalueswere decidedupon after areviewof guidancevaluesissuedin other countries.
These values can be seen as indicative criteria in the desisabimg process. Combined
with the graphical results of noise mapping, consideration of the number of people
exposed and the type of property the guidelines provide a usefmh&work for assessing
noise impact.



3.3 Quiet Areas and Noise Sensitiveeas

331 QuietAreas

A quiet area in open countryside is defined as an area delimited by the action planning
authority following consultation with the agency and approval by the minishert,is
undisturbedby noisefrom traffic, industryor recreationalactivities. At present, there are no
such areas identified in County Longford for which noise mapping has been carried out.

332 Noise SensitivéAreas

[ dZNNByYy G yFrdA2ylf 3FdzZARFYyOS R20dzySyida fAad GeL
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establishmentplaceof worshipor entertainment,or anyother facility orother areaof high

amenitywhichfor its properenjoymentrequiresthe absence of noise at nuisance levels (EPA
2003).



4. Descriptionof ActionPlanArea

4.1 Description of CoLongford

Longford is the fourth smallest county of the 32 counties in Ireland in terms of laisa.
largelyrural inlandcountycoveringan areaof 1091squarekilometres. Most of the county
is flat with the main raised land located in the northern areghefcounty.Thelandin
countyLongfordis predominantlyusedfor agriculture. Longford town ihe county town.

Longford is bordered by Cavan to the Northeast, Leitrim to the Northwest, Westmeath to
the East and Southeast and Roscommon to the West and Southitestare manymajor
commercialndindustrialdevelopmentsn the main towns and villages of the county.



4.2 PopulationData

According to the most recent census from the Central Statistics Office in 2022, Longford has a
population of 46,751 which is an increase of 14% from the 2016 celnsnigfordisthe
secondsmallestcountyin Irelandin termsof population.

Table2: Populationof CountylLongford.

1981 31,140

1986 31,496 +1.1%
1991 30,296 -3.8%
1996 30,166 -0.43%
2002 31,068 +3%
2006 34,391 +10.7%
2011 39,000 +13.4%
2016 40,873 +4.8%
2022 46,751 +14%

4.3 Transportinfrastructurein CountyLongford

431 RoadNetwork

Thecountyof Longfordhasapproximatelyl585kmof roads.Theyare madeup of 48km of

National Primary Routes including the N4, N5, N55, N63. 56km is maufeNigional

Secondary Routes consisting of the N55 and N63. Regional Routes make up 151km and the
remaining 1331km are Local Routes.

LongfordTownliesat the meetingof L NB f N4ghBNB@ndN63NationalPrimaryRoute
roads.TheN4andN5bypasd ongfordalongthe eastandwest,connecting athe north of
the town, formingaringroadaroundthe northern sideof the town. TheN4connects
Longfordwith MullingarandDublinto the southeastand Sligoto the northwest. TheN5 starts
at Longfordandprovidesconnectiongo Mayo.

TheN63runsalongthe town centre,whereit includesa seriesof one-waystreets.Thisroadstarts
atthe N4northeastof the town andconnectsRoscommormandGalwayto the southwest.The
nationalandregionalroadsoutlinedaregovernedoy nationalroad policyanddesignand
guidancesetout by TIl. Thesestandardsandguidelinesalongwith DMURSshouldbetaken
cognisancef aspart of the implementationof any proposalsvhichmayaffectthe designor
functionof theseroads.



432 PublicTransport

ThePublicTransportStrategyis avital elementof the LongfordLocalTransport Plan aimed
at improving the accessibility, reliability, and sustainability of public transport services
within the town. The strategy is multifaceted, comprising a ranfmeasuresiesignedo
enhancethe convenienceandattractivenesof public transport options for residents and
visitors.

The public transport strategy covers various aspects of public transport provision such as
train station facilities, bus stop infrastructure and integration with other moaligsansport.

It supportsthe visionof LongfordTownasa vibrant, attractive, and inclusive place that offers
a high quality of life for all.

It also contributes to the national policy goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
improving public health and enhancing social inclusion. The public transipategywill be
implementedthrougha seriesof actionsandprojects that will be prioritised based on their
feasibility, impact and costffectiveness.

433 BusTransport

Thereare 4 categoriesof bus transportcurrentlyoperatingin Caunty Longford.
w BusEireannexpresswayongdistanceservices
w BusEireannSchooBusservicesoperatedon behalfof the Departmentof
Education
w Privatebus/coachservice
w CommunityBusRoutesoperatedunderthe RuralTransportinitiative (RTI)

434 Air Transport

Thereare no majorairportswithin CountyLongfordsotherefore air transportis not
considered for this noise action plan.



4.4 Extent of Action Plannind\rea

LongfordCountyCouncilasthe responsibleAuthority for actionplanningin the area were
required to produce a Noise Action Plan for

W LI he@r&majorroadwhichhasmorethanthree million vehicle passages
LISNJ & S| NI

Thiswas donen accordance witlthe EnvironmentaNoise Regulation2006.

Thefollowingroadswere proposedfor the noisemappingsurveyasthey were deemed to be
above the threshold of &illion vehicles per annum.
w N4from the countyboundarywith Westmeathto the countyboundarywith Leitrim
w N63from its junctionwith the N4 at Lisnamuckeastof Longfordtown with the R397
west of Longford town
w R198rom its junctionwith the N63in LongfordTownto CahanaglJunction
w N55from junction with R392n Ballymahon to Ballymahdvart
w R392from junctionwith N55at CreevaghBallymahorto Mercy Secondary School,
Main St., Ballymahon
w R393from junctionwith N63at StMelsCathedrain LongfordTownto junction
with N4 at Kilnasavoge east of Longford Town

TheN4that passeshrough thecounty ofLongford isa largelyrural route.

It passes through theillage of Newtowr-orbes on thevest of thecounty

by-passing large towns such as Edgeworthstown and Longford. Some of the bildigshe
thresholdstatedin the EnvironmentaNoiseRegulation2006.Land use along the N4 is
predominantly agricultural with rural housing. Where the N4 passes through or close to large
towns and villages, land use changes to a mixture of commercial, industrial and residential.

The N63 is another primarily rural road passing through both Kilashee and Landsboro.
alsoincludesmanyof the mainstreetsin LongfordTown.TheAADT othe N63varies
accordingo locationon the route. TheAADTon the N63drops significantly west of the

R397. This is a similar trend to the Longford County Council Noise Action Plan 2013. The
AADT on the N63 from its junction with the N4 at Lisnamuck, east of Longford town to its
junction with the R397 west of Longford towsin excess of 10,000 vehicles. The main use
for land along rual



sections of the N63 is agriculture with rural housing. Laselin the villages of Lanesbaand
Kilasheelongwith Longfordtown changego a mix of residential, commercial and industrial.

The R198 is one of the main regional roads located in Co. Longford. It connects the main
town of Longford to Co. Cavan. The only part of the R198 that is being surveyed is from the
junction with the N63 in Longford Town to Cahanagh Junciibisis approximately2.5km
long.Therestof the R198liesbeneaththe threshold of three million vehicles per annum.

Most of this section of road is an urban type setting with extensive housing development

on both sides.

The N55 from junction with R392 in Ballymahon to Ballymahon Mart is locatedhfthiy

town of Ballymahonlt comprisedMain StreetBallymahorand Mostrim Road Ballymahon
There is on street parking along both sides of the N55 Main Street, Ballymahon. Land use
along this section of N55 is associated with its town centre location, retail, commercial and
residential.

The R392 from junction with N55 at Creevagh, Ballymahon to Mercy Secondary School, Main
St., Ballymahon is also located fully in the town of Ballymahon comphtangStreet
BallymahonAswith previouslocation, thereison street parking along both sides of the Main
Street. Land use is associated with its town centre location, retail, commercial and residential.






5. Resultof the NoiseMappingProcess

5.1 CNOSS0BU:2020

The European Commission (EC) Directive 2015/996 established common noise assessment
methods meeting the END requirements. It replaced Annex Il of the END, removing the
Interim Methods, and now requires that Member States apply the Common Noise
Assessment Kthods for Europe (CNOSSBW) for the noise modelling of road, rail, aircraft
and industrial sources. The use of CNOSE@8asincebeentransposednto Irishlaw via

the EnvironmentaNoise(Amendment) Regulations 2021. It has been used to produce
strategic noise maps and to calculate the noise exposure statistics and harmful effects for
roads, rail and industry, where applicable.

5.2 Model CalculationScenarios

Tworesultformatshavebeenpreparedfor the noiseindicatorsspecifiedin the regulations,
Ldenand knight;
w 10 metres grid format;the model outputs a result every 10 metres in a uniform
grid. Theseesultsare usedto producestrategicnoisemapsand
w Facadeeceiverformat - wherethe modeloutputsaresultat receiverpointsdigitisedat
the facadesf residential schoolandhospitalbuildings.Thesaesultsare usedto calculate
the populationexposurestatisticsandharmful effects.



521 StrategicNoise Mappingrigures

The strategic noise maps acensistent with the requirements of the EPA Guidaand
EEAReportnetthe mechanisnby whichthe noisemappingresults are issued to the
European Commission.

The strategic noise maps are noise contour maps, a graphical representation illustrating
the distribution of noiselevelsoverageographicahrea.Thecolours of the noise

exposure bands are indicated in the legend, with darker colours representing higher
noise levels.

TheRegulationglo not setout noiselimits whichare permissibleor impermissible irrelation

to environmentalnoise;however,they do setthe noiseexposurebands to be reported,

which are reflected in the strategic noise maps. In the absence of noise limits, the closer the
calculated noise level is to the highest noise exposure band set out in the Regulations, the
more undesirable it is. Conversely, the cloge calculated noise is to the lowest noise
exposure band, the more desirable it may be.

Thefollowingfiguresshowthe strategicnoisemapsfor the two noiseindicatorsspecified in
the Regulations,denand Laight.
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5.3 Keylnsightsfrom StrategicNoiseMapping

This section outlines the key insights from the results of the Round 4 strategic noise
mapping.lt shouldbe noted that the insightsare basedon the resultsof the strategic noise
maps, rather than measurements.

531 PopulationExposure tdNoise

Themost prevalentsourceof environmentalnoisewithin Longfordis road traffic.
The number of people in Important Area above the guidelines is 6,635 pipple
dwellings exposetb roadtraffic noise greatethan, orequal t0,53 dBLgen.
Thistrend isalsoreflectedin the total populationof 6,469exposedo night-time
environmental noise levels greater than or equaffodB hight.

5.3.2 Harmful EffectsAssessment

TheEnvironmentaNoise(Amendment)Regulation2021setout the assessment methods for
harmful effects, which consider ischaemic heart disease (IHD), high annoyance (HA) and high
sleep disturbance (HSD).

Ischaemic heart disease must be calculated for road traffic noise only, whereas high
annoyanceandhighsleepdisturbanceare calculatedfor roadtraffic, railway and aircraft
noise.

Theharmful effects assessment has been undertaken independently for each source.
Where the same people are simultaneously exposed to different noise sotinedsarmful
effectsmaynot, in general be cumulated howevercanbe compared to identify
proportional significance.

The method determines harmful effects on the population within an assessment area
rather than an accurateassessmenbdf possiblehealth effects at any specific building or
location.



Whilst the regulations set out thequations to be used for calculating harmful effects, it
does not define noise thresholds above which health effects should be calcutatedhes
it stipulatethe assessmenbandsthat shouldbe used(0.1dB, 1 dB or 5 dB), these have
been provided by the EPA, and are as follows:
w Thecalculationdor harmful effectsshouldbe undertakenin 1 dBassessmenbands
w Theassessmenvf harmful effectsshouldbe undertakenabovethe following
thresholds:
¢ Roadtraffic noise: 53 dB Lden, 45 dB Lnight,
¢ Railwaynoise: 54 dB Lden, 44 dB Lnight.



6. Approach to Identification of areas to be
subjectto NoiseManagementActivities

6.1 RegulatoryBackground

The Environmental Noise Regulations require that the Action Plarnitigprities address
G LINR 2 dddadiARESStisportantareaor I NS with &viewtoA RSy G A F@ Ay 3 aYSI| a
gAftf KSEL all P2ARY LINBGSYyid 2N NSRdzOS¢ (GKS aKl
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concepts, and sets out a recommended approach followitlgree-step approach to
identifying priorities:
1. Important Areas (IAs}, these are locations exposed to environmental naigech
maybe harmfulto humanhealth,asindicatedby internationalguidance.
2. Most Important Areas (MIAsY, these locations are a subset of IAs where tiealth
effectsare highest,determinedthroughaconsiderationof noise exposure levels
and the number of people exposed to noise; and
3. Priority Important Areas(PIAs); between5 and10MIAsor groupof similarly affected
MIAs, identified, through a prioritisatioprocess, as those which will be evaluated and
addressed during the implementation of the NAP.



6.2 Scope

Therecommendedapproachabovehasbeenusedfor LongfordCountywith respect to
noise from roads and railways.

TheEPAholdsthe authority to grantlicensedor specifiedindustrialestablishments in

accordance with the IED/IPPC Regulations. In cases where strategic noise mapping reveals a
potential need for a noise reduction from industrial areas then the Action Planning

Authorities are advised to collaborate with the EPA Office

of EnvironmentaEnforcementoncerningexistinglicenseconditionsandii KS T OAf A G & Qa
management strategies.

6.3 Overviewof Process

Theprocessof identifyinglmportant Areas(lAs) Most Important Areas(MIAs)and Priority
Important Areas (P1As) within the Longford County is Stage 1 of-astage process for the
identification of areas to be subject to noise management activities, as set out in the EPA
Guidance.

The process of identifying I1As within the County involves using the results of the strategic
noise mapping to identify the noissensitive residential buildings arlde estimated

numberof peopleexposedo Lgenlevelsabovethe guidelinevalues set by the EPA

Guidance, which are in linegith the 2018 WH@nvironmental

NoiseGuidelinedor the EuropearRegionNENG)Thisisfollowed by anautomated process
within Geographic Information System (GIS) software to identify the areas with the highest
concentrations of people highly annoyed, referred to as the MIAs. The MIAs that are to be
addressed during the implementation of the NAP 202@28are referred to as PIAs.

It isimportantto emphasiseahat the approachto identifyingMIAsis of a statistical nature
and pertains to the entire population encompassed by the noise maps. It should not be
construed as a precise assessment of harmful effects for specific buildorgsethe
extentsof the MIAsdefinitive. Instead they areindicativefor the identification of areas
with a relatively high number of people highly annoyed due to noise.

Stage? of the procesdakesplaceduringthe implementationof the NAP focusing on
assessment of noise mitigation measures for each of the identified PIAs.



6.4 Important Areas(lAs)

A summaryof the numberof peoplein the countyof Longfordwhichexperience
environmental noise above the guideline levels in the Environmental Noise Guidelines is
summarised inrable 3.

Table3: Important Areas- number of peoplein dwellings.

NoiseSource | GuidelineLevel Number of people in dwellings exposed
levelsabove guidelindevel
RoadTraffic 53 dBLden 6635
45 dBLnight 6469
Railway 54 dBLden None
44 dBLnight None

6.5 Most Important Areas(MIAS)

Annexll of the END(CNOSSGEU)setsout how the populationis assignedo the calculated
noise levels.

EPAGuidancesetsa densitycriterion of 150r more peopleper 100nY asbeingthe most
appropriate for MIAs in main urban areas, with lower criterions of 10 and 7.5 people per
100nY appropriate on the edge of urban or in rural areas.

Table4: Asummaryof the MIAsidentified within the Countyof Longfordusing the EPA
Guidance density criterion of 15 or more people highly annoyed per 180ior the
urban area, and 7.5 or morpeople highly annoyed per 100m.

HAThreshold Number ofMIAs Number of People itMIA

Number of MIAs| Number of TotalPopulation | HA | HSO IHD
¢ Roads MIAs ¢ Rail
7.5 12 0 1097| 194| 64 0
10 8 0 374, 64| 21
15 0 0 0 0 0 0




6.6 Priority Important Areasot L! Qa v

Table5 presentsthe list of PIAsthe numberof peoplewho are highlyannoyed, highly

sleep disturbed and the number who contract Ischaehiéart Disease. In addition, this
table sets out the number of people above the Important Area Guideline level for Roads
and Railways.

Table5: Anindicativelist of the Priority Important Area(PIA)summaryfor

Longford County Council.

Numberof People | Numberof PeopleAbovelA

Criterio Guideline Level
(people
Source| HAper | Area(m?)| HA

100n?)
LDC 1 103.62 Road 10 9,20Q0 13.76| 4.42| 0.01] 103.627 103.64 - -
LDC_2 98.3 Road 10 8,600 18.17| 5.95| 0.02 98.3 98.3 - -
LDC_3 95.47 Road 10 6,800 17.04| 5.51| 0.02] 95.47 95.47 - -
LDC 4 20.34 Road 10 2,100 3.87 1.03 0| 20.3 20.3q - -
LDC_5 20.15 Road 10 2,400 2.59 0.83 o 201§ 2014 - -
LDC 6 18.23 Road 10 4,200 3.39 1.23 of 18.23 18.23 - -
LDC_7 15.62 Road 10 4900 4.71 1.61| 0.0 15.62 15.62 - -
LDC_8 2.14 Road 10 7000 0.33 0.1 0 214 214 - -
LDC_ 9 101.623 Road 7.5 14,800 12.43] 3.77| 0.01 101.62 98.94 - -
LDC_10 32.44 Road 7.5 6,500 10.14| 3.53| 0.01] 32.44 32.44 - -
IA - Important Area,PIA: Priority Important Area,HA- HighlyAnnoyed HSD HighlySleep Disturbed,
IHD- Ischaemic Heart Disease

Inthe above tableof proposed Prioritymportant Areaspredictionsshowthat
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traffic noise.Thepercentageof the populationat risk of eachharmful effect indicates
that the impact of traffierelated noise from major roads on the population causing
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ischemic heart disease is very low (0.08 persons).
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A process has been undertaken to identify which MIAs should be considered a priority
(PI1As), with a commitment to assess noise mitigation measures within treydifeof the
NAP.ThePlAsselectedby LongfordCountyCouncilareidentified in subchapters below.

The locations selected by Longford County Council are based upon those MIAs or groups of
MIAs with the highest concentration of people expected to be harmfully affected.



6.6.1 PIlALocation#1

Sourceof environmentalnoise

Table6: TableshowingPIALocation#1.

PIlALocation OaklandsCourt, Oakland$ale, Longfordrown

N4LongfordTownBy-Pass.

Distancefrom noisesource
to PIA

Approx160m

RoadSurface HRA (Hot Rolledsphalt)
Competent body to carry out | LongfordCountyCouncil
anyproposedmitigation

measures.

Historyof complaints None

Planned road maintenance anc
resurfacingprogramme.

N4 Road resurfaceth 2023(HRA).
No further maintenance planned in mediuerm.

N4 Longfordto Mullingarschemecurrentlyin Planning.
Currently no date for construction.

Plannedspeedor traffic calming
measures.

Speed LimilOOKpH.

Noplanned speed or traffic calmingeasures.

Plannednearby
developments.

Adjacentlandsare ZonedResidentialNo current
applications.

Existinghoisereduction
measures

Landscapingnthe N4 Bypass

Optionsavailablefor noise
reduction measures, Hvailable

Futureresurfacingof N4 (Notlikelyin medium term (10
years)

Noisemitigation measuresn anydevelopment that
might be proposed in the adjacent lands.
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Figure3: View from N4towards PIAduring summertimeconditions(Source: Google

Street View)

79 :

Figure4: Viewfrom N4towards PIAduring March 2024conditions(Source: Google Stre«

View)
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Figure5: Location of PlAelative to N4 (roadtraffic source ofnoise).
Pink block denotes’1A



6.6.2 PIlALocation#2

Sourceof Environmentahoise

Table7: TableshowingPlALocation#2

PlALocation

OaklandsDrive, OaklandsGreen,LongfordTown

N4LongfordTownBy-Pass.

Distancefrom noisesource
to PIA

Approx260m

RoadSurface HRA (Hot Rolledsphalt)
Competent body to carry out | LongfordCountyCouncil
anyproposedmitigation

measures

Historyof complaints None

Planned roadnaintenance and
resurfacingprogramme

N4 Road resurfaceth 2023(HRA).
No further maintenance planned in mediuerm.

N4 Longfordto Mullingarschemecurrentlyin Planning.
Currently no date for construction.

Plannedspeedor traffic calming
measures.

Speed LimilOOKpH.

Noplanned speed or traffic calmingeasures.

Plannedhearbydevelopments.

Adjacentiandsare ZonedResidentialNo current
applications.

Previousexpansiorof old Centuryhomesfactory into
new Avery Denison factoky This will alter noise path 1
PIA.

Existingnoisereduction
measures

Landscapingn the N4 Bypass

Optionsavailablefor noise
reduction measures, Hvailable

Futureresurfacingof N4 (Notlikelyin medium term (10
years)

Noisemitigationmeasuresn anydevelopment that
might be proposed in the adjacent lands.

Avery Dennison site buildings expanded (PL118) Built approx. 2020. This hdse
potential to offer buildingbarrier effectsand screeningof roadtraffic noiseandreducing its

level at PIA #1 and PIA#2.
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Figure6: Location of PlAelative to N4 (roadraffic source ofnoise).
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Figure7: CADDrawing,showingthe new AveryDenisonfactory betweenthe N4 and
Oaklands Drive and OaklandSreen.




6.6.3 PIALocation #3 Dun Darragh, Longfordown.

Sourceof Environmentahoise

Table8: TableshowingPIALocation#3.

PIlALocation Dun Darragh, Longfordown

R393DublinRoad LongfordTown.

Distancefrom noisesource
to PIA

Approx50m

RoadSurface

PartSMA (Stone Mastic Asphalt) part HiR#st
RolledAsphalt)

Competent body to carry out | LongfordCountyCouncil
anyproposedmitigation

measures

Historyof complaints None

Plannedroad maintenance
andresurfacingorogramme

No plannedresurfacingof R393.

Plannedspeedor traffic calming
measures.

Speed LimisOKpH.
Noplanned speed or traffic calmingeasures.

Currentgovernmentconsiderindegislationon speed
limits.

Plannednearby
developments.

Adjacent lands fully developed. &bned
residential.

Existinghoisereduction
measures

None.

Lowrailwaybridge on R393reducesHGMraffic along
this road. HGVtraffic detour route is away from this
road.

Currentroad surface partSMA part HRA

Fencingalong R393is not of noise barrier
standard.

Optionsavailablefor noise
reduction measures, if
available

Futureresurfacingof R393(not currently planned)




Figure8: Location of PlAelative to the R393road traffic source ohoise).
Pink block denotes’1A
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Figure9: View from R393towards PIAduring March 2024conditions(Source: Google
Street View)



6.64 PIlALocation #4 Lower Main Street, Longfordown.

Table9: Tableshowingdetails of PIA#4.

PlALocation

LowerMain Street, GreatWater Street,LongfordTown

Sourceof Environmentahoise

R198 ) owerMain Street,LongfordTown.

Distancerom noisesource
to PIA

Om

RoadSurface PartSMA (Stone Mastic Asphalt) part HR#st
RolledAsphalt)

Competent body ta@arry LongfordCountyCouncil

out anyproposedmitigation

measures

Historyof complaints None

Plannedroad maintenance
andresurfacingorogramme

No planned maintenance for R198 Lowdain St
/ BridgeSt.

Plannedspeedor traffic calming
measures.

Speed Limis0KpH.
No planned speed or traffic calmingeasures.

Currentgovernmentconsiderindegislationon speed
limits.

Plannedhearbydevelopments

CamlinQuarterdevelopmentbyregenerationsection.

Adjacent lands zoned town core. Potential
redevelopmenbf certainsites(cinema/shopping
centre)

Existingroisereduction
measures

None.

Currentroad surfaceisHRA(BridgeSt)and SMA [ower
Main St)

Optionsavailablefor noise
reduction measures, if
available

Futureresurfacingof R198(not plannedcurrently)




Figure10: Locationof PlArelative to R198_owerMain Street(sourceof noise).
O Pink block denote®’lA




Figurell:Viewpoint from BridgefacingSouthon LowerMain Street,Longford.

Figurel2: Viewpoint from Main StreetfacingNorth towards BridgeStreetLongford.




















































































































































































