


Executive Summary

Longford County Council has prepared this noise action plan 2024-2028 in accordance with the requirements of
EU Directive 2002/49/EC, otherwise recognised as the Environmental Noise Directive or END, which was
transposed into Irish Law by the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006, SI No. 140 of 2006. The European
Communities have recently superseded these regulations, Environmental Noise Regulations 2018, S| No.
549/2018.

The directive aims to provide for the implementation of a common EC approach to avoid, prevent, or reduce the

harmful effects of exposure to environmental noise on a prioritised basis.

Environmental noise remains a major problem in Europe, with at least 20% of the population reported by the
European Environment Agency to be living in areas where noise levels are considered harmful to human health.
The long-term exposure to environmental noise significantly effects the physical and mental health of the
population (e.g. annoyance, stress reactions, sleep disturbance, poor mental health and well-being). The major

source of noise pollution in both urban and non-urban areas is transportation.

The Environment al Noi se Directive (AENDO) (2002/ 49/ EC)
place to manage environmental noise and engage with the public. The END was transposed into Irish Law by the

European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations 2006, being revised in 2018 and amended in 2018.

This Plan has been prepared to address environmental noise from major roads in Co. Longford, with more than

three million vehicles per annum.

Environmental noise is an unwanted or harmful outdoor sound created by human activities, including noise emitted
by means of transport (road traffic, rail traffic, air traffic and noise in agglomerations over a specified size). Types
of noise not included in the Regulations are noise from domestic activities, noise created by neighbours, noise at

workplaces, etc.

Noise mapping bodies and Action Planning Authorities were assigned responsibility under the regulations to draw

up noise maps for the third round in 2017. Action plans are required in respect of the following sources of noise:

1 Agglomerations with more than 100,000 inhabitants

1 Major airports with more than 50,000 movements per year
1 Major Railroads with more than 30,000 trains per year

1

Major Roads with a flow threshold of 3,000,000 vehicles per year.

The only noise source above that is applicable to Co. Longford, is major roads with a flow threshold of 3,000,000

vehicles per year. The following sections of road in Co. Longford were deemed to be above this threshold.



N4 from the County Boundary with Westmeath to the County boundary with Leitrim.

N63 from its junction with the N4 at Lisnamuck, east of Longford Town to its junction with the R397 west
of Longford Town

R198 from its junction with the N63 in Longford Town to Cahanagh Junction

N55 from junction with R392 in Ballymahon to Ballymahon Mart

R392 from junction with N55 at Creevagh, Ballymahon to Mercy Secondary School, Main St., Ballymahon

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), the noise mapping authority for major national roads, has prepared strategic
noise maps for the national roads located within County Longford that were judged by the benefit of road traffic
count data to have more than three million vehicles per year. Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), acting on behalf

of the local Authority also prepared strategic noise maps for regional roads above the threshold.

Strategic noise mapping was created using computer analysis. Results from this mapping are theoretical and
predict the anticipated noise levels in the areas surrounding these roads. Geodirectory data was included in this

analysis. From this, the population exposed to environmental noise generated by these roads could be predicted.

The Noise Action Plan 2024, prepared by Longford Co. Council, attempts to control the existing noise environment
and protect the future noise climate within the action planning area. The Noise Action Plan has been prepared in
accordance with the Regulations and is aimed at strategic long-term management of environmental noise from
transport systems. The proposed measures are based on the results of Strategic Noise Maps which have been
assessed to estimate the population exposure and harmful effects of noise in Longford County. The results of the
assessment have been used to identify areas that shall be subject to noise management activities during the
implementation of the Plan. These areas are referred to as Priority Important Areas. Longford County Council are
committed to reviewing the requirement for noise mitigation in the Priority Important Areas within the lifecycle of
the Noise Action Plan, including cost-benefit analysis where necessary and determining the reduction in harmful
effects where practicable. This Noise Action Plan is supported by a four-year programme for implementation (2024-
2028), with progress reported to the EPA on an annual basis. The Plan is underpinned by a set of overarching

noise policy principles outlined in the Longford Noise Policy Statement.

LONGFORD POLICY STATEMENT

Longford County Council will seek to address environmental noise from major roads, as defined in the
Environmental Noise Regulations, in the county. Longford Co. Council will endeavour to maintain satisfactory noise
environments, where they exist and will have regard to the protection and improvement of the noise environment
in the planning process, Longford County Council will endeavour that future developments include provisions to
protect the population from the effects of environmental noise in the interests of residential amenity and public
health.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of Environmental Noise Directive

A Directive (2002/49/EC) was issued by the European Union in 2002 related to assessing and managing
environmental noise pollution, typically called the Environmental Noise Directive (END). The principal aim of the
directive is to implement a European-wide system for identifying sources of environmental noise pollution,
informing the public about relevant noise data and taking the necessary steps to avoid, prevent or reduce noise

exposure.
Under this directive, Member states are required to:

1 Undertake strategic Noise Mapping to determine exposure to environmental noise.

1 Ensure information on environmental noise and its effects is available to the public.

Adopt action plans based upon noise mapping results to prevent and reduce environmental noise where
necessary, particularly where exposure levels can induce harmful effects on human health and preserve

environmental noise quality where it is good.

1.2 Purpose of Environmental Noise Regulations

END was transposed into Irish Law by the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006, S| No. 140 of 2006. In 2018,
Sl No. 549 of 2018 replaced these. The newest regulations transpose EU directive 2002/49/EC relating to the
assessment and management of environmental noise as amended by Commission Directive (EU) 2015/996. The
regulations provide for implementing a common approach within the European community intended to avoid,
prevent, or reduce on a prioritised basis the harmful effects, including annoyance, due to exposure to

environmental noise.

For the purposes of the Directive and Regulations, environmental noise is the unwanted or harmful outdoor
sound created by human activities, including noise emitted by transportation sources such as road traffic,
rail traffic, air traffic and noise in agglomerations over a specified size. Types of noise not included in the
regulations are noise that the exposed person causes, noise from domestic activities, noise created by

neighbours, noise at workplaces or noise inside means of transport or due to military activities.
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1.3 Legislative Background
European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations 2018 - 2021 (S.l. 549/2018 & 663/2021)

1 The Regulations give effect to the Environmental Noise Directive (END) 2002/49/EC
1 Apply to environmental noise, created by human activities, which people are exposed to; in built-up
areas, in public parks/quiet areas, near schools & hospitals and other noise-sensitive buildings /areas.

1 The Regulations/END requires two indicators to be applied;

Lden-annual average day, evening and night noise | ev
threshold 55dB)

Lnight - annual average night-time noise level and is designed to assess sleep disturbance (Reporting
threshold 50dB).

1 Regulations require Noise Mapping Bodies (NMBs) to prepare Strategic Noise Maps every 5 years for;
A Aggl omerations (>100,000 persons) (road, rail, a
A Maj or r oa deehidepassages er yead)0
A Major rail (>30, 000 train passages per year)
A Major airport (>50,000 movements per year)

I The Regulations require Action Planning Authorities (APAs) to make Noise Action Plans every 5 years
for each of the areas covered by the Strategic Noise Maps.

1 Member States must report on the numbers of people who are exposed to noise levels above the
reporting thresholds for a range of noise sources.

1 Noise Mapping Bodies must calculate the harmful effects associated with noise (Ireland only).

1.4 Noise Indicators

The Environmental Noise Regulations specify two main noise indicators which must be used in the preparation
of the Strategic Noise Maps:
1 Lden i the annual average noise level for the day, evening and night periods and is designed to
indicate overall annoyance and
1 Lnight i the annual average noise level for the night-time periods, from 23:00 i 07:00 hours, and is

designed to indicate sleep disturbance.

Calculations of supplementary noise indicators have also been undertaken, namely the Laeg1ehr (the annual
average noise level for the daytime/evening periods, from 07:00 1 23:00 hours), which the EPA has approved

as the appropriate noise indicator to inform the identification of Candidate Quiet Areas.
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1.5 Fourth Schedule of the Regulations

The Fourth Schedule of the Regulations sets out the minimum requirements for Action Plans. These are:

1.

An action plan must at least include the following elements:

a description of the agglomeration, the major roads, the major railways or major airports and other

noise sources considered,

the authority responsible,

the legal context,

any statutory limit values in place,

a summary of the results of the noise mapping,

an evaluation of the estimated number of people exposed to noise identification of problems and
situations that need to be improved,

a record of the public consultations organised in accordance with Regulation 12(5),
any noise-reduction measures already in force and any projects in preparation,

actions which the action planning authorities intend to take in the next five years, including any

measures to preserve quiet areas,
long-term strategy,
financial information (if available): budgets, cost-effectiveness assessment cost-benefit assessment,

provisions envisaged for evaluating the implementation and the results of the action plan.

The actions which the action planning authorities intend to take in the fields within their competence
may for example include:

traffic planning,

land-use planning,

technical measures at noise sources,
selection of quieter sources,
reduction of sound transmission,

regulatory or economic measures or incentives.

Each action plan should contain estimates in terms of the reduction of the number of people affected

(annoyed, sleep disturbed, or other).
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1.6 Aims and Objectives of Action Plans

Environmental noise is the second biggest environmental cause of health problems in the EU, after air pollution
(the fine particulate matter in air), according to the World Health Organisation (WHO), and the European

Environment Agency (EEA)L. Prolonged exposure to noise can lead to serious illnesses including:

Cardiovascular diseases
Reduced cognitive performance in children.
Severe annoyance, which is a form of stress.

Sleep disturbance.

=A =4 =4 =4 -4

Tinnitus.

The END is the main pan-European regulatory framework established to manage environmental noise, through
harmonised procedures to assess levels of noise exposure, assess the impact on human health, and prepare

noise action plans.

Within the framework of the END, and the context of sustainable development, the overall aim of managing
environmental noise is to avoid, prevent and reduce the harmful effects due to long term exposure to

environmental noise, which would in turn promote good health and a good quality of life.

The aims and objectives of the Directive state that the adoption of action plans should be concerned with:
fpreventing and reducing environmental noise where necessary and particularly where exposure levels can
induce harmful effects on human health and to préserving

This implies two scenarios which are to be addressed by the action plans:

Reduction of existing environmental noise where necessary and protection of the future noise climate.

Additionally, from a national perspective it is recommended that noise action plans support Policy Objective 65

from the National Planning Framework 20403, which states:

! European Environment Agency, Healthy environment, healthy lives: how the environment influences health and well-being in Europe,

EEA Report Healthy environment, healthy lives: how the environment influences health and well-being in Europe

0 European Environment Agency (europa.eu)

2Environmental Noise Directive - European Commission (europa.eu)

3National Planing Framework 2040: http://www.gov.ie/en/project-ireland-2040/ [Accessed August 2023]
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i Pr omot eactivhreanggement of noise where it is likely to have significant adverse impacts on health and
quality of life and support the aims of the Environmental Noise Regulations through national planning guidance

and Noise Action Pl ans. 0

Action Planning Authorities are to determine the measures to be included within the noise action plans, and “:

AEach action plan or revision of a&an action plan shal

(i) may be identified based on exceedances of any relevant noise limit value or other relevant criteria established

by the Agency in accordance with subparagraph (3), and

(i) shall, in the first instance, address the most important area or areas establishedby st rategi c noi s

The Regulations require that ipr i ori ti eso and fthe most i mportant
guidance develops on these concepts by setting out a recommended approach following a three-step approach

to identifying priorities:

1. Important Areas (IA) 1 these are locations exposed to environmental noise which may be harmful to

human health, as indicated by international guidance.

2. Most Important Areas (MIA) T these locations are a sub-set of Important Areas where the health effects
are highest, typically through a product of noise exposure levels and the number of people exposed to

noise.

3. Priority Important Areas (PIA) i between 5 and 10 MIAs identified as those which will be addressed
during the implementation of the Noise Action Plan (NAP).

In May 2021 the EU launched the Zero Pollution Action Plan® (ZPAP) with a vision for 2050 that air, water and
soil pollution is reduced to levels no longer harmful to health and natural ecosystems. The targets by 2030 include
Aireducing the share of peopl e odhreo migam@dE®d4e2017. st ur bed

In support of ZPAP, the PHENOMENA® project was undertaken to identify cost-effective noise mitigation

4 Regulation 12(2)

5 https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_en [accessed October 2022]

5 European Commission, Directorate-General for Environment, Kantor, E., Klebba, M., Richer, C. et al.,

ar

by

€
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measures which may help competent authorities to achieve noise reductions across large parts of the exposed
population. The previous version of the EPA guidance on noise action planning focused noise mitigation
measures on locations exposed to high levels of noise, however in the context of the ZPAP it was determined
that a different approach would be required to help support APAs actions to reduce the overall health effects of
environmental noise. The aim of the revised approach recommended to identify Priority Important Areas (PIAS),
see Section 4, is to support the aspirations of ZPAP by providing noise reductions to larger numbers of exposed

residents.

1.7 Historical Noise Action Plans

The Environmental Noise Regulations specify the process to be followed in addressing environmental noise

from transport sources, implemented over three phases:
Round One (2007):

Noise Mapping Bodies were required to submit strategic noise maps before 30" July 2007 for the following

conditions:
1 Major Roads with more than 6,000,000 vehicles per year
1 Major Railroads with more than 60,000 trains per year
1 Major Airports with more than 50,000 movements per year
1 Agglomerations with more than 25,00 inhabitants

Within the constraints above, local authorities submitted Phase One noise action plans. These plans were
conveyed to the European Commission in January 2009. Longford Co. Council did not exceed these thresholds

in their functional area and did not have to submit a Phase One Noise Action Plan.
Round Two (2013):

This phase provided for noise mapping bodies to make strategic noise maps for the following:

1 Major Roads with greater than 3,000,000 vehicles per year

1 Major Railroads with greater than 3,000 trains per year

1 Major Airports with greater than 50,000 movements per year

1 Agglomerations with greater than 1000,000 inhabitants
Timetable

1 August 2013/September 2013: Public Consultation Phase
1 November 2013: Final Version of Noise Action Plan

1 January 2014: EPA submit Plan to the European Commission

Round Three (2018)

Assessment of potential health benefits of noise abatement measures in the EU: Phenomena project,

Publications Office, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/24566 , 2021. [Accessed October 2023]
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This phase provided for noise mapping bodies to make strategic noise maps for the following:

1 Major Roads with greater than 3,000,000 vehicles per year

1 Major Railroads with greater than 3,000 trains per year

1 Major Airports with greater than 50,000 movements per year

1 Agglomerations with greater than 1000,000 inhabitants
Timetable

1 December 2018/January 2019: Draft Noise Action Plan developed by Longford County Council and
submitted to EPA for review
January 2019 / February 2019: Public Consultation Phase
March 2019: The noise Action Plan is to be updated following public consultation and submitted to the
EPA for final review.

1 January 2019: EPA submitted a summary of the Noise Action Plan to the European Commission.

1.8 Round Four Noise Action Plan (2024)

This phase provided for noise mapping bodies to make strategic noise maps for the following:

1 Major Roads with greater than 3,000,000 vehicles per year

1 Major Railroads with greater than 3,000 trains per year

1 Major Airports with greater than 50,000 movements per year

1 Agglomerations with greater than 1000,000 inhabitants
Timetable

A timetable of the key activities for the development and implementation of the NAPs for Round 4, and delivery

to the European Environment Agency (EEA) by the Authority, is set out below:

January-April 2024: Prepare draft NAPs;

May 2024: Public consultation for Longford (6 weeks);

18 July 2024: Deadline for submission of the NAPs to the EPA;

18 August 2024: Deadline for publishing NAPs;

18 August 2024: A summary of the NAPs to be submitted to the EPA;
18 January 2025: NAPs to be reported to the EEA by the EPA.

O O O O o o

May 2024: Draft Noise Action Plan developed by Longford County Council and submitted to EPA for review
May/June 2024: Public Consultation Phase

XXX 2024: The noise Action Plan is to be updated following public consultation and submitted to the EPA

for final review.

XXX 2024: EPA submitted a summary of the Noise Action Plan to the European Commission
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2 Roles and Responsibilities of

2.1 National Authorities

The noise regulations designate noise mapping bodies and action planning authorities for the making of strategic

noise maps and noise action plans as follows.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the appointed national Authority that manages the execution of

the regulations. The EPA are required to provide instruction and guidance to the relevant noise mapping bodies

and action planning authorities. The EPA is responsible for reporting to the European Commission the information

relating to strategic noise mapping and action planning in accordance with Article 10(2) of the Directive.

2.2 Noise Mapping Bodies

il

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) is the noise mapping authority for major national roads on behalf of
the action planning authority concerned.

For major non-national roads, each local Authority is the noise mapping authority concerned.

For major Railroads, larnréd Eireann are the mapping bodies on behalf of the action planning authority
concerned. On 1st August 2015, Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) was established through a merger
of the National Roads Authority (NRA) and the Railway Procurement Agency under the Roads Act 2015.
TIl are now the Noise Mapping Body for Luas.

The relevant airport authority for major airports is the noise mapping body, on behalf of the concerned
action planning Authority.

For the agglomeration of Cork, both Cork City and County Councils are the noise mapping body
responsible. Similarly, for Dublin, Dublin City Council, along with Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown, Fingal, and

South Dublin County Council are the authorities concerned.
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2.3 Action Planning Authorities

The action planning authorities are the local authorities within the area where any major road, airport,
railway, or agglomeration is situated. For the purpose of this Noise Action Plan, Longford County Council

are the assigned Action Planning Authority. Contact details are as follows:
Longford County Council

Great Water Street,

Longford,

Co. Longford

Tel 7 043 3346231

Email i abrady@longfordcoco.ie
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3 Existing Noise Management Legi sl ¢

3.1 National Noise Legislation and Guidance

3.1.1 Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992

In Ireland, the principal law relating to noise is Sections 106, 107, and 108 of Part VI of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Act 1992.

S106: The Minister for the Environment has power under Section 106 of this Act, after consulting with other
concerned Ministers and the EPA, to make regulations for the purpose of the prevention or limitation of any
noise which may give rise to a nuisance or disunity, constitute a danger to health or damage property.

However, no such regulations have been introduced to date.

S107: Local Authorities have powers under Section 107(1) to serve a notice on any person in charge of
premises, processes or works, other than an activity which is licensable under IPC, when they consider that
itis necessary to do so to prevent or limit noise. The EPA has the same power in relation to an activity licensable
by it.

S108: The (Noise) Regulations 1994 (Sl 179) which implemented Section 108 of the EPA Act 1992, were
designed to simplify and strengthen the procedures for dealing with noise nuisance. A Local Authority, the
EPA or any other affected person may complain to the District Court under Section 108(1) of the EPA Act,
where any noise is so loud, so continuous, so repeated, of such duration or pitch or occurring at such times
as to give reasonable cause or annoyance to a person in any premises in the neighbourhood, or to a person

lawfully using any public place.
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3.1.2 IPPC and Waste Licensing

Noise conditions are routinely imposed as part of an IPPC licence. The relevant guidance is set out in the
EPA publication Guidance Note for Noise; License Applications, Surveys and Assessments in relation to
scheduled activities published by EPA in 2012 and recently updated in 2016. This document contains suggested
noise limits of 55 dB(A) LAr, T for daytime and 45dB(A) LAeq, T for night- time; with said limits to be applied
to feensitive locationsa Whilst these limits have a very specific application, they have appeared in many
different contexts and often form the basis for conditions in planning permissions. Similar noise conditions

are also imposed on waste-licensed facilities.

3.1.3 Waste Permitting

Longford County Council may impose noise conditions on waste permitted facilities where noise is considered

to be a potential issue. These conditions are similar to the EPA waste licence conditions.

3.1.4 National Policy Objective 64

Improve air quality and help prevent people being exposed to unacceptable levels of pollution in our urban and
rural areas through integrated land use and spatial planning that supports public transport, walking and cycling
as more favourable modes of transport to the private car, the promotion of energy efficient buildings and homes,

heating systems with zero local emissions, green infrastructure planning and innovative design solutions.

Noise quality is unwanted sound but is an inevitable consequence of everyday life, arising from environmental
noise (created by human activity outdoors such as transport, construction and industry), with different tolerance
levels varying from person to person. It becomes a problem when it occurs in the incorrect place or at the incorrect
time or on a frequent or recurring basis. As we seek to promote more compact and efficient forms of development

within our settlements, it is important to more proactively manage noise.

In addressing these issues, the National Planning Framework will support:

Noise Management and Action Planning Measures - to avoid, mitigate, and minimise or promote the pro-active
management of noise, where it is likely to have significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life, through

strategic noise mapping, noise action plans and suitable planning conditions.

Noise, Amenity and Privacy, -this includes but is not limited to, good acoustic design in new developments, in
particular residential development, through a variety of measures such as setbacks and separation between
noise sources and receptors, good acoustic design of buildings, building orientation, layout, building materials

and noise barriers and buffer zones between various uses and thoroughfares.

Quiet Areas - the further enjoyment of natural resources, such as our green spaces and sea frontage, through
the preservation of low sound levels or a reduction in undesirably high sound levels, is particularly important for

providing respite from high levels of urban noise. As part of noise action plans, an extra value placed on these
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areas, in terms of environmental quality and the consequential positive impact on quality of life and health, due

to low sound levels and the absence of noise, can assist in achieving this.

3.1.5 National Policy Objective 65

Promote the pro-active management of noise where it is likely to have significant adverse impacts on health and
quality of life and support the aims of the Environmental Noise Regulations through national planning guidance
and Noise Action Plans.

3.1.6 Wind Energy Planning Guidelines

With specific regard to wind energy developments, this DEHLG document suggests a flower fixed limit of
45dB(A) or a maximum increase of 5dB(A) above background noise at nearby noise sensitive locationsa
The latter requirement may be relaxed in areas with low background levels. A fixed limit of 43dB(A) at night-
time is deemed appropriate, as there is no requirement to protect external amenity. These are currently in the
process of being revised.

3.1.7 Quarries and Ancillary Activities

Section 261 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, introduced a new system of one-off registration for
all quarries. Only those quarries for which planning permission was obtained in the 5-year period before S261
became operational were excluded. The Department of the Environment published guidelines for Planning
Authorities for quarries and ancillary activities in April 2004, including recommended noise conditions for

inclusion as part of registration or where a full planning permission was required.

Depending on the complexity of the quarrying operation, noise conditions were included as part of the
registration process and as part of the planning process for quarry extension applications.

3.1.8 National Road Guidelines

Transport Infrastructure I|Ireland (Tl IGuiddinesfonthe TreptméhR A) h
of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes (2004)0 a @abd Hractise Guidance for the Treatment of

Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes (2014), which sets out the procedure to be followed in respect

of Athe planning andcdemegon. offTheafTibnakropoad s$hat alll
be designed, where feasible, to meet a day-evening-night sound level of 60 dB, Lden (free field residential

fagade criterion), to be met both in the year of opening and design year.

This means that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) must consider this target for any new road scheme,

including any existing sensitive residential property likely to be affected by the scheme.

The guidelines, written from the perspective of road infrastructure construction that may generate environmental
noise, present an approach to mitigating the adverse effects of road construction as far as possible using
measures such as alignment changes, noise barrier construction, e.g., earth mounds, and the use of low-noise

road surfaces.
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3.1.9 Building Regulations

The current Irish Building Regulations call for certain constructions to offer freasonable resistancedto both
airborne and impact sound. In the absence of any form of objective criterion, reference is often made to
the guidance values put forward in the fSimilar Constructi o méthod described in their Technical Guidance
Document E. It is a recommendation of the EPA Action Planning guidance that for buildings constructed near
noise sources, it would be appropriate for specific fagcade noise insulation n values, based upon a target internal
noise level, to be a stated requirement of the construction, potentially with a pre-completion sound insulation
test required prior to habitation. This would help to ensure that the design targets of the construction are met

in practice. The Building Regulations do not cover the assessment or control of intrusive noise.

3.2 Regional and Local Guidance
3.2.1 Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly Spatial & Economic Strategy 2019 - 2031

Section 7.3 of strategy - A Clean and Healthy Environment - Noise pollution, states that stress from living with
noise can have chronic effects on human health including impacts on mental health and sleep disturbance.
Excessive noise also has harmful effects on wildlife. The EU Environmental Noise Directive requires that local
authorities prepare strategic noise maps and action plans, setting out mitigation measures to reduce the harmful
effects, including long term exposure to environmental noise from roads, railways and airport traffic and the
protection of 6qui et angsigngicant health and \wellbaingdensfitsown t o br

REGIONAL POLICY OBJECTIVE: Noise Pollution 7.8:

Local authorities shall incorporate the objectives of the EU Environmental Noise Directive in the preparation of
strategic noise maps and action plans that support proactive measures to avoid, mitigate, and minimise noise,

in cases where it is likely to have harmful effects.

3.2.2. Longford Town -Local Transport Plan (October 2023)

Arup was commissioned by Longford County Council (LCC) to complete a Local Transport Plan (LTP) for
Longford Town. The purposed of the Transport Strategy is to inform the Local Area Plan (LAP) that is being
prepared for Longford Town and Environs as recommended in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
(RSES). The aim of the transport plan is to establish a strategic framework for investment in transport in Longford,
and it is anticipated to be fully reflected in the Draft LAP. Each of the proposals will be subject to further detailed

assessment of their impacts and benefits prior to implementation.

The overall strategy presents a comprehensive analysis of the current transport situation in Longford Town. The
opportunities and constraints associated with the transport network are identified and are used to inform potential

solutions to improve the transport network for all users.
3.2.3. Longford County Development Plan

The Longford County Development Plan 2021 -2027 addresses the importance of noise in a planning context.
Section 12.19 of the Longford County Development Plan 2021 i 2027 refers to pollution prevention within the

county.
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Noise and Light Pollution: The Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 give effect to EU Directive 2002/49/EC
relating to the assessment and management of environmental noise. The impact of noise pollution is an important
consideration in assessing all new development proposals, asitcan impactpeopl eds qual ity of
Through the Development Management process, the Council will seek to reduce noise and/or vibration at site
boundaries or within adjacent sensitive areas, especially residential areas, by measures such as layout, design
and/or attenuation mechanisms. The Council will require the submission of Noise Impact Assessments, which
proposes introducing noise-creating uses in proximity to noise-sensitive uses, such as residential areas. If
permission is granted, it may impose conditions mitigating impact. Similarly, where noise-sensitive uses are
proposed within proximity to a noise source, such as national roads, rail lines, etc., proposals shall include noise

and/or vibration attenuation measures in any planning application.

3.2.4. Existing Noise Limit Values

At present, there is no existing legislation that limits noise levels to a particular value. To address the lack of
legislative measures and unify the approach taken by Action Planning Authorities, the EPA has issued guideline
noise levels for the onset of noise exposure assessment and prioritising areas for noise mitigation measures.

The proposed onset of assessment levels relating to road traffic noise are given below:

Lden Lnight
Onset levels for noise mitigation | 70dB Lden 57dB Lnight
measures
Onset levels for measures to preserve | 55dB Lden 45dB Lnight
the existing noise situation

Figure 1: EPA Guidance levels for the onset of noise exposure assessment

These levels reflect an annual average 24-hour period. The levels above apply to the Action Planning Process
only and should not be used for planning purposes generally.

These values were decided upon after a review of guidance values issued in other countries. T hese values
can be seen as indicative criteria in the decision-making process. Combined with the graphical results of
noise mapping, consideration of the number of people exposed and the type of property the guidelines provide

a useful framework for assessing noise impact.

3.3 Quiet Areas and Noise Sensitive Areas

3.3.1 Quiet Areas.

A quiet area in open countryside is defined as an area delimited by the action planning authority following
consultation with the agency and approval by the minister, that is undisturbed by noise from traffic, industry or

recreational activities. At present, there are no such areas identified in County Longford for which noise mapping
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has been carried out and as such quiet areas are not relevant to this Plan.

3.3.2 Noise Sensitive Areas.

Current national guidance documents listtypesofpr emi ses/ areas considered Anoi se

dwelling house, hotel or hostel, health building, educational establishment, place of worship or entertainment, or
any other facility or other area of high amenity which for its proper enjoyment requires the absence of noise at
nuisance levels (EPA 2003).

4 Description of Action Plan Area

4.1 Description of Co. Longford

Longford is the fourth smallest county of the 32 counties in Ireland in terms of area. It is a largely rural inland
county covering an area of 1091 square kilometres. The majority of the county is flat with the main raised land
located in the northern area of the county. The land in county Longford is predominantly used for agriculture.

Longford town is the county town.

Longford is bordered by Cavan to the Northeast, Leitrim to the Northwest, Westmeath to the East and Southeast
and Roscommon to the West and Southwest. There are many major commercial and industrial developments in

the main towns and villages of the county.

4.2 Population Data

According to the most recent census from the Central Statistics Office in 2022, Longford has a population of
46,751 which is an increase of 14% from the 2016 census. Longford is the second smallest county in Ireland in

terms of population.
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Year Total Population Population Change
1981 31,140

1986 31,496 +1.1%

1991 30,296 -3.8%

1996 30,166 -0.43%

2002 31,068 + 3%

2006 34,391 +10.7%

2011 39,000 +13.4%

2016 40,873 +4.8%

2022 46,751 +14%

Table 1: Population of County Longford.
4.3 Transport Infrastructure in County Longford

4.3.1 Road Network

The county of Longford has approximately 1585km of roads. They are made up of 48km of National Primary
Routes including the N4, N5, N55, N63. 56km is made up of National Secondary Routes consisting of the N55

and N63. Regional Routes make up 151km and the remaining 1331km are Local Routes.

Longford Town | ies at the meeting of I relandébés N4
N5 bypass Longford along the east and west, connecting at the north of the town, forming a ring road around the
northern side of the town. The N4 connects Longford with Mullingar and Dublin to the southeast and Sligo to the

northwest. The N5 starts at Longford and provides connections to Mayo.

The N63 runs along the town centre, where it includes a series of one-way streets. This road starts at the N4
northeast of the town and connects Roscommon and Galway to the southwest. The national and regional roads
outlined are governed by national road policy and design and guidance set out by TII. These standards and
guidelines, along with DMURS, should be taken cognisance of as part of the implementation of any proposals

which may affect the design or function of these roads.

4.3.2 Public Transport

The Public Transport Strategy is a vital element of the Longford Local Transport Plan aimed at improving the
accessibility, reliability, and sustainability of public transport services within the town. The strategy is
multifaceted, comprising a range of measures designed to enhance the convenience and attractiveness of

public transport options for residents and visitors.
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The public transport strategy covers various aspects of public transport provision such as train station facilities,
bus stop infrastructure and integration with other modes of transport. It supports the vision of Longford Town as

a vibrant, attractive, and inclusive place that offers a high quality of life for all.

It also contributes to the national policy goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, improving public health
and enhancing social inclusion. The public transport strategy will be implemented through a series of actions

and projects that will be prioritised based on their feasibility, impact and cost-effectiveness.
4.3.3 Bus Transport
There are 4 categories of bus transport currently operating in Co. Longford.

Bus Eireann expressway long distance services
Bus Eireann School Bus services operated on behalf of the Department of Education

Private bus/coach service

= =4 =4 =4

Community Bus Routes operated under the Rural Transport Initiative (RTI)

4.3.4 Air Transport

There are no major airports within County Longford so therefore air transport is not considered for this noise
action plan.

4.4 Extent of Action Planning Area

Longford Co. Council as the responsible Authority for action planning in the area were required to produce a
Noise Action Plan for

6pl aces near a major road which has more than 3 mi
This was done in accordance with the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006.

The following roads were proposed for the noise mapping survey as they were deemed to be above the threshold

of 3 million vehicles per annum.

N4 from the county boundary with Westmeath to the county boundary with Leitrim

N63 from its junction with the N4 at Lisnamuck, east of Longford town with the R397 west of Longford
town

R198 from its junction with the N63 in Longford Town to Cahanagh Junction

N55 from junction with R392 in Ballymahon to Ballymahon Mart

R392 from junction with N55 at Creevagh, Ballymahon to Mercy Secondary School, Main St., Ballymahon

The N4 that passes through the county of Longford is a largely rural route. It passes through the village of
Newtown Forbes on the west of the county by-passing large towns such as Edgeworthstown and Longford. Some
of the N4 lies below the threshold stated in the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006. Land use along the N4

is predominantly agricultural with rural housing. Where the N4 passes through or close to large towns and
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villages, land use changes to a mixture of commercial, industrial and residential.

The N63 is another primarily rural road passing through both Kilashee and Lanesboro. It also includes many of
the main streets in Longford Town. The AADT of the N63 varies according to location on the route. The AADT
on the N63 drops significantly west of the R397. This is a similar trend to the Longford Co. Council Noise Action
Plan 2013. The AADT on the N63 from its junction with the N4 at Lisnamuck, east of Longford town to its junction
with the R397 west of Longford town is in excess of 10,000 vehicles. The main use for land along rural sections
of the N63 is agriculture with rural housing. Land Use in the villages of Lanesboro and Kilashee along with
Longford town changes to a mix of residential, commercial and industrial.

The R198 is one of the main regional roads located in Co. Longford. It connects the main town of Longford to
Co. Cavan. The only part of the R198 that is being surveyed is from the junction with the N63 in Longford Town
to Cahanagh Junction. This is approximately 2.5km long. The rest of the R198 lies beneath the threshold of three
million vehicles per annum. The majority of this section of road in this report is an urban type setting with extensive
housing development on both sides.

The N55 from junction with R392 in Ballymahon to Ballymahon Matrt is located fully in the town of Ballymahon. It
comprises Main Street Ballymahon and Mostrim Road Ballymahon. There is on street parking along both sides
of the N55 Main Street, Ballymahon. Land use along this section of N55 is associated with its town centre location,

retail, commercial and residential.

The R392 from junction with N55 at Creevagh, Ballymahon to Mercy Secondary School, Main St., Ballymahon
is also located fully in the town of Ballymahon comprising Main Street Ballymahon. As with previous location,
there is on street parking along both sides of the Main Street. Land use is associated with its town centre location,

retail, commercial and residential.
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5 Results of t hiengNoPRrsoec eMasp p

5.1 CNOSSOS-EU:2020

The European Commission (EC) Directive 2015/996 established common noise assessment methods meeting the
END requirements. Itreplaced Annex Il of the END, removing the Interim Methods, and now requires that Member
States apply the Common Noise Assessment Methods for Europe (CNOSSOS-EU) for the noise modelling of
road, rail, aircraft and industrial sources. The use of CNOSSOS-EU has since been transposed into Irish Law via
the Environmental Noise (Amendment) Regulations 2021. It has been used to produce strategic noise maps and

to calculate the noise exposure statistics and harmful effects for roads, rail and industry, where applicable.

5.2 Model Calculation Scenarios

Two result formats have been prepared for the noise indicators specified in the regulations, Lden and Lnight:

1 10 metres grid format i the model outputs a result every 10 metres in a uniform grid. These results are
used to produce strategic noise maps and

1 Facade receiver format - where the model outputs a result at receiver points digitised at the facades of
residential, school and hospital buildings. These results are used to calculate the population exposure

statistics and harmful effects.
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5.3 Noise Exposure and Harmful Effects

5.3.1 Noise Exposure Assessment

The change in computational methodology between the first three rounds of strategic noise mapping and Round
4 (using CNOSSOS-EU) directly compares the Round 4 noise exposure statistics with the previous three rounds,

which are methodologically complex and inaccurate.

In addition, this is the first round of strategic noise mapping and noise action planning for Longford. All roads, rail,
and major industries were not considered in the previous three rounds, so a direct comparison of noise exposure

cannot be undertaken.

The Round 4 noise exposure statistics for Longford are presented in the following section of this document.

5.3.2 Harmful Effects Assessment

The Environmental Noise (Amendment) Regulations 2021 set out the assessment methods for harmful effects,

which consider ischaemic heart disease (IHD), high annoyance (HA) and high sleep disturbance (HSD).

Ischaemic heart disease must be calculated for road traffic noise only, whereas high annoyance and high sleep

disturbance are calculated for road traffic, railway and aircraft noise.

The harmful effects assessment has been undertaken independently for each source. Where the same people
are simultaneously exposed to different noise sources, the harmful effects may not, in general, be cumulated,

however can be compared to identify proportional significance.

The method determines harmful effects on the population within an assessment area rather than an accurate

assessment of possible health effects at any specific building or location.

Whilst the regulations set out the equations to be used for calculating harmful effects, it does not define noise
thresholds above which health effects should be calculated, nor does it stipulate the assessment bands that
should be used (0.1 dB, 1 dB or 5 dB), these have been provided by the EPA, and are as follows:

1 The calculations for harmful effects should be undertaken in 1 dB assessment bands

1 The assessment of harmful effects should be undertaken above the following thresholds:
U Road traffic noise: 53 dB Lden, 45 dB Lnight;
U Railway noise: 54 dB Lden, 44 dB Lnignt.

Figure 1 presents the list of PIAs, the number of people who are highly annoyed, highly sleep disturbed and the
number who contract Ischaemic Heart Disease. In addition, this Figure sets out the number of people above the

Important Area Guideline level for Roads and Railways.
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Indicative List of Priority Important Area (PIA) Summary - Longford County Council
MIA Number of People Number of People Above IA Guideline Level
Total Criterion
PIA Population  Source (people Arela Road Road Railway Railway
in PIA HA per (m?) HA HSD IHD O
100m?) Lright Leight
LDC_1 103.62 ROAD 10 9,200 13.76 4.42 0.01 103.62 103.62 - -
nc_2 98.3 ROAD 10 8,600 18.17 5.95 0.02 98.3 98.3 - -
LDC_3 95.47 ROAD 10 6,800 17.04 5.51 0.02 95.47 95.47 - -
IDC_4 20.36 ROAD 10 2,100 3.87 1.03 0 20.36 20.36 - -
LpC_5s 20.15 ROAD 10 2,400 2.59 0.83 0 20.15 20.15 = =
LDC_6 18.23 ROAD 10 4,200 3.39 1.23 0 18.23 18.23 - -
LDC_7 15.62 ROAD 10 4,900 471 1.61 0.01 15.62 15.62 - -
LDC 8 2.14 ROAD 10 700 0.33 0.1 0 2.14 2.14 - -
LDC 9 101.62 ROAD 7.5 14,800 12.43 3.77 0.01 101.62 98.98 - -
LDC_10 32.44 ROAD 7.5 6,500 10.14 3.53 0.01 32.44 32.44 - -
|A — Important Area, PIA — Priority Important Area, HA — Highly Annoyed, HSD — Highly Sleep Disturbed, IHD — Ischaemic Heart Disease

Figure 1: An indicative list of the Priority Important Area (PIA) summary for Longford County Council.

5.3.3 Strategic Noise Mapping Figures

The strategic noise maps are consistent with the requirements of the EPA Guidance and EEA Reportnet, the

mechanism by which the noise mapping results are issued to the European Commission.

The strategic noise maps are noise contour maps, a graphical representation illustrating the distribution of noise
levels over a geographical area. The colours of the noise exposure bands are indicated in the legend, with darker
colours representing higher noise levels.

The Regulations do not set out noise limits which are permissible or impermissible in relation to environmental
noise; however, they do set the noise exposure bands to be reported, which are reflected in the strategic noise
maps. In the absence of noise limits, the closer the calculated noise level is to the highest noise exposure band
set out in the Regulations, the more undesirable it is. Conversely, the closer the calculated noise is to the lowest
noise exposure band, the more desirable it may be.

The following figures show the strategic noise maps for the two noise indicators specified in the Regulations, Lden

and Lnight.
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Figure 2: N4 Noise Contours, expressed as Lden (dB) values.
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N4 Noise Contours Lnight (dB)
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Figure 3: N4 Noise Contours, expressed as Lnight (dB) values.
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5.4 Key Insights from Strategic Noise Mapping

This section outlines the key insights from the results of the Round 4 strategic noise mapping. It should be noted

that the insights are based on the results of the strategic noise maps, rather than measurements.

5.4.1 Population Exposure to Noise

The most prevalent source of environmental noise within Longford is road traffic. The number of people above
the Important Area guidelines (rounded to the nearest 100) is 500 people in dwellings exposed to road traffic
noise greater than, or equal to, 53 dB Lden. This trend is also reflected in the total population exposed to night-

time environmental noise levels greater than or equal to 45 dB Lnight.

5.4.2 Harmful effects

Predictions show that 84.4 peopl e a rtafficadise, withadkriskofftheb ei n g
popul ation being 6Highly Annoyedd by Rail way Noi se.

Predictions show that 27. 9 ©Sleappistebeddbyeoaditrafficnaise, kith adriskb e i n g
of the population being 6Highly Annoyed6é by Rail way Noi

The numb e r of people at risk from O6ischemic heart di sea:
percentage of the population at risk of each harmful effect indicates that the impact of traffic-related noise from
major roads on the population causing ischemic heart disease is very low (0.08 persons).
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6 Approach to I denstdilwats wlnj @edt atr@ aNo i

Activities

6.1 Regulatory Background

The Environmental Noise Regulations require that the Action Planning Authorities addressii pr i oand fitihees 0
most important area or ar e a s 0a view to identifying A me a s uhaevslih el p fAmpvevdnt drmher ddaac end
effects, including annoyance, due to exposure to environmentaln o i sTlee&PA Guidance provides further guidance

on these concepts, and sets out arecommended approach following a three-step approach to identifying priorities:

1. Important Areas (IAs) T these are locations exposed to environmental noise which may be
harmful to human health, as indicated by international guidance;

2. Most Important Areas (MIAs) i these locations are a subset of IAs where the health effects
are highest, determined through a consideration of noise exposure levels and the number of
people exposed to noise; and

3. Priority Important Areas (PIAs) T between 5 and 10 MIAs or group of similarly affected MIAs,
identified, through a prioritisation process, as those which will be evaluated and addressed

during the implementation of the NAP.
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6.2 Scope

The recommended approach above has been used for Longford County with respect to noise from roads and

railways.

The EPA holds the authority to grant licenses for specified industrial establishments in accordance with the
IED/IPPC Regulations. In cases where strategic noise mapping reveals a potential need for a noise reduction
from industrial areas then the Action Planning Authorities are advised to collaborate with the EPA Office of
Environmental Enforcement concerning existing license conditions and the facility's noise management

strategies.

6.3 Overview of Process

The process of identifying Important Areas (IAs), Most Important Areas (MIAs) and Priority Important Areas (PIAs)
within the Longford County is Stage 1 of a two-stage process for the identification of areas to be subject to noise

management activities, as set out in the EPA Guidance.

The process of identifying I1As within the County involves using the results of the strategic noise mapping to
identify the noise-sensitive residential buildings and the estimated number of people exposed to Lden levels above
the guideline values set by the EPA Guidance, which are in line with the 2018 WHO Environmental Noise
Guidelines for the European Region (ENG). This is followed by an automated process within Geographic
Information System (GIS) software to identify the areas with the highest concentrations of people highly annoyed,
referred to as the MIAs. The MIAs that are to be addressed during the implementation of the NAP 2024-2028
are referred to as PIAs.

It is important to emphasise that the approach to identifying MIAs is of a statistical nature and pertains to the
entire population encompassed by the noise maps. It should not be construed as a precise assessment of harmful
effects for specific buildings, nor are the extents of the MIAs definitive. Instead, they are indicative for the

identification of areas with a relatively high number of people highly annoyed due to noise.

Stage 2 of the process takes place during the implementation of the NAP, focusing on assessment of noise

mitigation measures for each of the identified PIAs.

6.4 Important Areas (IAS)

A summary of the number of people in the county of Longford which experience environmental noise above the

guideline levels in the Environmental Noise Guidelines is summarised in Table 1.
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Table 1 Important Areas - number of people in dwellings.

Noise Source Guideline Level Numberof Peoplein DwellingsExposedo Levels
Above Guideline Level
Road Traffic 53 dB Lden 507.9
45 dB Lnight 505.3
Railway 54 dB Lden None
44 dB Lnight None

Annex Il of the END (CNOSSOS-EU) sets out how the population is assigned to the calculated noise levels.

EPA Guidance sets a density criterion of 15 or more people per 100m2 as being the most appropriate for MIAs

in main urban areas, with lower criterions of 10 and 7.5 people per 100m2 appropriate on the edge of urban or in

rural areas.

6.5 Most Important Areas (MIAS)

A summary of the MIAs identified within the County of Longford using the EPA Guidance density criterion of 15 or

more people highly annoyed per 100m2, for the urban area, and 7.5 or more people highly annoyed per 100m:

6.6 Priority Important Areas (PIAS)

A process has been undertaken to identify which MIAs should be considered a priority (PIAs), with a commitment

to assess noise mitigation measures within the life cycle of the NAP. The PIAs selected by Longford County

Council are identified in sub-chapters below. The locations selected by Longford County Council are based upon

those MIAs or groups of MIAs with the highest concentration of people expected to be harmfully affected.

6.6.1 PIA Location #1

PIA Location

Oaklands Court, Oaklands Dale, Longford Town

Source of environmental noise

N4 Longford Town By-Pass.

Distance from noise source to PIA

Approx 160m

Road Surface

HRA (Hot Rolled Asphalt)

Competent body to carry out any

proposed mitigation measures.

Longford County Council

History of complaints

None

Planned road maintenance and

N4 Road resurfaced in 2023 (HRA).
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resurfacing programme. No further maintenance planned in medium term.

N4 Longford to Mullingar scheme currently in Planning. Currently

no date for construction.

Planned speed or traffic calming | Speed Limit 100KpH.

measures. No planned speed or traffic calming measures.

Planned nearby developments. Adjacent lands are Zoned Residential. No current applications.
Existing noise reduction measures Landscaping on the N4 By-Pass

Options available for noise reduction Future resurfacing of N4 (Not likely in medium term (10 years)

measures, if available Noise mitigation measures in any development that might be

proposed in the adjacent lands.

Table 1: Table showing PIA Location #1.

Figure 4: View from N4 towards PIA during summertime conditions (Source: Google Street View)
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Figure 5: View from N4 towards PIA during March 2024 conditions (Source: Google Street View)
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Figure 6: Location of PIA relative to N4 (road traffic source of noise).
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6.6.2 PIA Location #2

PIA Location

Oaklands Drive, Oaklands Green, Longford Town

Source of Environmental noise

N4 Longford Town By-Pass.

Distance from noise source to PIA

Approx 260m

Road Surface

HRA (Hot Rolled Asphalt)

Competent body to carry out any

proposed mitigation measures

Longford County Council

History of complaints

None

Planned road maintenance and

resurfacing programme

N4 Road resurfaced in 2023 (HRA).
No further maintenance planned in medium term.

N4 Longford to Mullingar scheme currently in Planning.

Currently no date for construction.

Planned speed or traffic calming

measures.

Speed Limit 100KpH.

No planned speed or traffic calming measures.

Planned nearby developments.

Adjacent lands are Zoned Residential.

applications.

Previous expansion of old Century homes factory into new
Avery Denison factory i This will alter noise path to PIA.

No current

Existing noise reduction measures

Landscaping on the N4 By-Pass

Options  available for noise

reduction measures, if available

Future resurfacing of N4 (Not likely in medium term (10 years)

Noise mitigation measures in any development that might be

proposed in the adjacent lands.

Table 2: Table showing PIA Location #2.
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Avery Dennison site buildings expanded (PL 18-111) Built approx. 2020. This has the potential to offer building

barrier effects and screening of road traffic noise and reducing its level at PIA #1 and PIA#2.
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Figure 7: Location of PIA relative to N4 (road traffic source of noise).
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Figure 8: CAD Drawing, showing the new Avery Denison factory between the N4 and Oaklands Drive and Oaklands

Green.

6.6.3

PIA Location #3- Dun Darragh, Longford Town.

PIA Location

Dun Darragh, Longford Town

Source of Environmental noise

R393, Dublin Road, Longford Town.

Distance from noise source to PIA

Approx 50m

Road Surface

Part SMA (Stone Mastic Asphalt) part HRA (Hot Rolled
Asphalt)

Competent body to carry out any

proposed mitigation measures

Longford County Council

History of complaints

None

Planned road maintenance and

resurfacing programme

No planned resurfacing of R393.

Planned speed or traffic calming

measures.

Speed Limit 50KpH.
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No planned speed or traffic calming measures.

Current government considering legislation on speed limits.

Planned nearby developments. Adjacent lands fully developed. All zoned residential.

Existing noise reduction measures None.

Low railway bridge on R393 reduces HGV traffic along this
road. HGV traffic detour route is away from this road.

Current road surface part SMA , part HRA

Fencing along R393 is not of noise barrier standard.

Options  available for noise | Future resurfacing of R393 (not currently planned)

reduction measures, if available

Table 3: Table showing PIA Location #3.
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Figure 9: Location of PIA relative to the R393 (road traffic source of noise).

Figure 10: View from R393 towards PIA during March 2024 conditions (Source: Google Street View)
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6.6.4

PIA Location #4- Lower Main Street, Longford Town.

PIA Location

Lower Main Street, Great Water Street, Longford Town

Source of Environmental noise

R198, Lower Main Street, Longford Town.

Distance from noise source to PIA

Om

Road Surface

Part SMA (Stone Mastic Asphalt) part HRA (Hot Rolled
Asphalt)

Competent body to carry out any

proposed mitigation measures

Longford County Council

History of complaints

None

Planned road maintenance and

resurfacing programme

No planned maintenance for R198 Lower main St/ Bridge St.

Planned speed or traffic calming

measures.

Speed Limit 50KpH.
No planned speed or traffic calming measures.

Current government considering legislation on speed limits.

Planned nearby developments

Camlin Quarter development by regeneration section.

Adjacent lands zoned town core. Potential redevelopment of

certain sites (cinema/shopping centre)

Existing noise reduction measures

None.

Current road surface is HRA (Bridge St) and SMA (lower Main
St)

Options  available for noise

reduction measures, if available

Future resurfacing of R198 (not planned currently)

Table 4: Table showing PIA Location #4.
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Figure 12: Viewpoint from Bridge facing South on Lower Main Street, Longford.
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Figure 13: Viewpoint from Main Street facing North towards Bridge Street Longford.
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6.6.5

PIA Location #5- Main Street Newtownforbes, Longford.

PIA Location

Main Street Newtownforbes (Clonguish Court, Castle

Gardens to Smiths shop)

Source of Environmental noise

N4, Main Street, Newtownforbes

Distance from noise source to PIA

Om

Road Surface

SMA (Stone Mastic Asphalt)

Competent body to carry out any

proposed mitigation measures

Longford County Council

History of complaints

From resident pre 2022 resurfacing works (noise and

vibration).

No complaint re noise/vibration since works carried out.

Planned road maintenance and

resurfacing programme

Road resurfaced in 2022.

SMA surface course laid.

Planned speed or traffic calming

measures.

Speed Limit 50KpH.

Traffic calming measures i controlled pedestrian crossing at

Smiths shop; on street parking, roadway at min width of 6m

Current government considering legislation on speed limits.

Planned nearby developments

None

Zoning Town Core

Existing noise reduction measures

Current road surface SMA

Options  available for noise

reduction measures, if available

Future N4 Mullingar to Roosky By-Pass (medium to long

term. No date for construction)

Table 5: Table showing PIA Location #5.
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Figure 14: Location of PIA relative to N4 Main Street, Newtownforbes, Longford (Road Traffic Noise).

Figure 15: View of Main St facing North, Newtownforbes, Longford PIA

Longford NAP 2024 Page 40



Figure 16: View of Main St, facing South, Newtownforbes, Longford PIA
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6.6.6

PIA Location #6- Courtyard Apartments, Newtownforbes, Longford.

PIA Location Courtyard Apartments Newtownforbes (Old Convent
area)

Source of Environmental noise N4, Main Street, Newtownforbes & N4 west of
Newtownforbes

Distance from noise source to PIA Om

Road Surface

SMA (Stone Mastic Asphalt)

Competent body to carry out any
proposed mitigation measures

Longford County Council

History of complaints

None

Planned road maintenance and

resurfacing programme

Road resurfaced in 2022.

SMA surface course laid.

Planned speed or traffic calming

measures.

Speed Limit 50KpH.

Traffic calming measures 1 continuous centre lines west of

Newtownforbes preventing overtaking.
Gateway signage

Sharp bend on N4 forcing reduced speeds (and braking)

Planned nearby developments

None

Existing noise reduction measures

Current road surface SMA

Options  available for noise

reduction measures, if available

Future N4 Mullingar to Roosky By-Pass (medium to long
term. No date for construction)

Table 6: Table showing PIA Location #6.

Longford NAP 2024

Page 42




ARy S T P / b

Figure 17: Location of PIA relative to the Main Street & N4 to the West of Newtownforbes, Longford (Road Traffic

Noise).

-

Figure 18: View from N4 towards PIA (Source: Google Streetview).
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Figure 19: View from N4 towards PIA (Source: Google Streetview).

Longford NAP 2024 Page 44



6.6.7

PIA Location #7- Mostrim Oaks, Edgeworthstown

PIA Location

Mostrim Oaks, Edgeworthstown

Source of Environmental noise

N4, Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road

Distance from noise source to PIA

20m

Road Surface

HRA (Hot Rolled Asphalt)

Competent body to carry out any

proposed mitigation measures

Longford County Council

History of complaints

None

Planned road maintenance and

resurfacing programme

Road resurfaced in 2016.
HRA surface course laid.

No maintenance planned

Planned speed or traffic calming

measures.

Speed Limit 60KpH.

Traffic calming measures 1 roundabouts at either end of

section of road curtailing speed to speed limit

Planned nearby developments

None

Existing noise reduction measures

3m Noise barrier constructed as part of Mostrim Oaks
development (PL 04-1060)

Existing roadside landscaping

Options  available for noise

reduction measures, if available

Future N4 Mullingar to Roosky By-Pass (medium to long

term. No date for construction)

Table 7: Table showing PIA Location #7.
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Figure 20: Location of PIA relative to the N4, Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road (Road Traffic Noise).

Figure 21: View from N4 to PIA (Mostrim Oaks), photograph March 2024. Showing 3m high boundary wall constructed
as noise barrier / noise mitigation (condition of planning permission 04-1060 )
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Figure 22: View of landscaping along N4 between Mostrim Oaks and N4 (Source: Google Street View).
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6.6.8

PIA Location #8- Goldsmith Meadows, Edgeworthstown.

PIA Location

Goldsmith Meadows, Edgeworthstown

Source of Environmental noise

N4, Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road

Distance from noise source to PIA

100m

Road Surface

HRA (Hot Rolled Asphalt)

Competent body to carry out any

proposed mitigation measures

Longford County Council

History of complaints

None

Planned road maintenance and

resurfacing programme.

(N4) Road resurfaced in 2016.
HRA surface course laid.

No maintenance planned

Planned speed or traffic calming

measures.

Speed Limit 60KpH.

Traffic calming measures 1 roundabouts at either end of

section of road curtailing speed to speed limit.

Planned nearby developments.

None

Existing noise reduction measures

Existing roadside landscaping

Options  available for noise

reduction measures, if available

Future N4 Mullingar to Roosky By-Pass (medium to long

term. No date for construction)

Table 8: Table showing PIA Location #8.
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Figure 23: Location of PIA relative to the N4.

Figure 24: View from N4 towards Goldsmith meadows (March 2024)
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6.6.9

PIA Location #9- Abhainn Glas, Edgeworthstown.

PIA Location

Abhainn Glas, Edgeworthstown

Source of Environmental noise

N4, Edgeworthstown Inner Relief Road

Distance from noise source to PIA

Approx 425m

Road Surface

HRA (Hot Rolled Asphalt)

Competent body to carry out any

proposed mitigation measures

Longford County Council

History of complaints

None

Planned road maintenance and

resurfacing programme

Road resurfaced in 2016.
HRA surface course laid.

No maintenance planned

Planned speed or traffic calming

Speed Limit 100KpH.

measures. Traffic calming measures i Goldsmith roundabout at N4 /
N55 junction
Planned nearby developments None

Existing noise reduction measures

Existing roadside landscaping

Earthen Noise bund on N4 approx 3m in height.

Options  available for noise

reduction measures, if available

Future N4 Mullingar to Roosky By-Pass (medium to long

term. No date for construction)

Table 9: Table showing PIA Location #9.
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Figure 25: Location of PIA relative to N4 (Road Traffic Noise from the N4)

Figure 26: View from N4 towards PIA (Abhainn Glas). Noise bund/berm, approx. 3m high, constructed along edge

of N4.
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6.6.10 PIA Location #10- Main St Ballymahon.

PIA Location

Main St Ballymahon (adjacent to junction of Willow park with
N55 / The River Inn)

Source of Environmental noise

N55, Main Street Ballymahon

Distance from noise source to PIA

Approx 10m

Road Surface

Part HRA (Hot Rolled Asphalt), part Surface Dressings

Competent body to carry out any

proposed mitigation measures

Longford County Council

History of complaints

None

Planned road maintenance and

resurfacing programme

Plans to resurface N55 Main Street Ballymahon in the short

to medium term.

Planned speed or traffic calming

measures.

Speed Limit 50KpH.

Traffic calming measures i controlled pedestrian crossing at

old post office.

Planned signalised junction at N55 Athlone Road (subject to

planning/approvals/ funding)

Planned nearby developments

Planned signalised junction at N55 Athlone Road (subject to

planning/approvals/ funding)

Resurfacing of N55 in short to medium term (1 to 5 years)

Existing noise reduction measures

Current road surface i HRA/Surface Dressings

None

Options  available for noise

reduction measures, if available

Resurfacing of N55 in SMA.

Table 10: Table showing PIA Location #10.
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Figure 27: Location of PIA relative to N55 (Road Traffic Noise from N55)

Figure 28: View from N55 to PIA (west of N55)
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Figure 29: View from N55 to PIA (east of N55).

Figure 30: View from N55 towards apartments at old Mill buildings. Landscaping present (Source: Google Street

View).
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