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From: Terry Rooney

Sent: Wednesday 13 January 2021 16:09

To: cdp

Cc: Louise Kiernan; Donall Mac An Bheatha

Subject: FW: CDP response

Attachments: Chapter 6 - Regeneration response.docx; Chapter 7 - Placemaking response -

DRAFT.docx; Longford regen.jpg; regen diagram copy.jpg; Zoning granard and
laneshoro.docx

Categories: Red Category

Terry Rooney
Head of Regeneration

~ongford County Council
Great Water Street, Longford. N39 NH56

043 3343404
trooney@longfordcoco.ie
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From: Terry Rooney
Sent: 04 January 2021 12:14

" Louise Kiernan <lkiernan@longfordcoco.ie>

«c¢: Donall Mac An Bheatha <dmacanbheatha@longfordcoco.ie>; Acife Moore <acifem@longfordcoco.ie>; Lorraine
O'Connor <laustin@longfordcoco.ie>; John McKeon <jmckeon@longfordcoco.ie>; John Brannigan
<jbrannigan@longfordcoco.ie>; Iflynn <Iflynn@longfordcoco.ie>
Subject: CDP response

Louise,
Please find attached:
e draft comments on CDP reviewed by the Regeneration Team.
e comments on chapters 6 & 7 as requested in previous correspondence.
e diagrams (as opposed to maps) illustrating holistic and combined approach to investment and connected
project delivery as per text in respect of Longford Town and County.
e comments on zoning for Granard and Lanesboro.

Happy New Year.
Kind Regards,
Terry.

Terry Rooney
Head of Regeneration
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The information contained in this email and in any attachments is confidential and is designated solely for the attention and use of the intended recipient(s). This
information may be subject to legal and professional privilege. If you are not an intended recipient of this email, you must not use, disclose, copy, distribute or
retain this message or any part of it. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email from your
computer system(s) Unauthorised disclosure or communication or other use of the contents of this e-mail or any part thereof may be prohibited by law and may
constitute a criminal offence.
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Chapter 6: Regeneration

Read in conjunction with Placemaking

6.1 Introduction

Regeneration is a cross cutting theme of the Development Plan which-contains—a
phyeteekeeetahan&eeenemt&dtmen&enconcerned with a coordinated approach to
social economic and environmental development that,-which-in-seme-cases-may
overlapaligns with policy at all levels under the overarching framework of the UN
sustainabile development Goals (SDGs). This Development Planforthe-achievement
of-regeneration aims fo to-tackleaddress long-term problems associated with ef
pepulatiendeelinephvsical dereliction, vacancy and a st'adnation in the urban and rural

several plan periods. Overlapping with aad—physrea!—derelaeﬂen—m—aﬂ—mtegpated—aﬂe

several policy areas, regeneration locks at barriers to
sustainable development in a holistic way, |nclud|ng integrated land use and socio-
economlc meaeuFes—lnterventlons to. address these ehys&eal——eeenemte—eeetal—and

stakeholders from EU and qovernment departments to.private investors, NGQO’s and

local communities. Regeneration interventions. to-date have worked in_this way
delivering projects across the:urban realm artd,accessnble placemaking, heritage
preservation and awareness, tolrism-and amenity- development, Climate Action,
biodiversity enhancement and “healthy': communitigs. Measures—to—overcome
substantiV%baFﬁete—tehdevelepfﬁent—eeeh%ﬁas—neweinfrastpuetupe—pre\Asiem

e-considered.—along-with-th
ppemetten%hafmutta—seeteppannershalpmmmm&thwanntngﬂutherity-
etheepubheagenetesand—busmess—and—eemmumty—mtemsts—

ibility-in- 'epheahen—ef—zemng—end—develepmem—management-pehetes—aﬂd
standards—wul be-censidered--in— erdeF—te—eﬂsure—thaHRegeneratlon initiatives
developed:since the inception “of:the unit in 2015 work within_existing planning
frameworks:and this plan will incorporate flexibility to ensure that this process is
promoted rather than inhibited, Focussed funding streams will continue to be targeted
and aligned with; whﬂehavmgduepegamttet specific requirements, such as the need
to protect structures. ‘and areas of architectural merit-ineluding in the context of their
broader setting and through the identification of appropriate and sustainable new uses
for such buildings;under the Urban Regeneration and Development fund, Town and
Villlage Renewal and Tourism funding streams,-and-these-located-in-Architestural
Conservation-Areas{ACAs} and the —Rremediation of contaminated and/or degraded
lands will-alse-be-considered through the just transition and other processes. Initiatives
will be supported through the application of available mechanisms such as the Vacant
Site Levy, Derelict Sites Legislation and Compulsory purchase where required and
appropriate.

In-terms-of-funding-support-the-Development-Plan-has-identified-and-outlined-a
particular—develepment—sirategy—which-can be fo
regeneration-projects—and-which-encompass-a-number-of-el
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

‘compact-growth~—Areas in need of regeneration have been identified as the core
areas of towns identified in tier 1-4 of the settlement hierarchy (section X) that fit the
criteria outlined in the Act. Longford County Council will prioritise these areas and
apply available mechanisms outlined throughout this chapter in order to create
conditions that promote investment and support Compact Urban Growth. These
include specific investment in infrastructure to support development, site assembly,
land acquisition, and sustainable transport initiatives, aimed at activating town core
areas and sfrategic sites that have been identified in the Development
Plan. Regeneration also aims to provide balanced and sustainable benefit to smaller
towns and villages throughout the hierarchy and ensure that this benefit is shared with
rural hinterlands.

The current COVID—18 crisis has highlighted many issiiés that will be considered as
part of the regeneration project development pipeling-into the future. These include,
but are not limited to the following and will be mamtamed under review over the course
of programme development; ;

s The need for high_guality, accessiblle‘outdoor arﬁériitv areas, particularly in";\ﬁ_‘.w-‘{ Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt

Longford town in ain the vicinity of:higher density housing areas and outdoor
recreational facilities for children and adults of all ages and abilities

« The need to ensure safe pedestrian‘and cycle:routes to essenhal services,
shopping, education, health.and childcare in‘particular :

o The need to provide refmote working facilities in rural areas W|th requisite
supporting infrastructure stich as high-speed broadband

s The potential for alternative uses within:town corésand the need to rethink how
these areas work:in'a post-covld future in:térms of polentlai increased demand

“| Formatted: List Paragraph, Bulleted + Level: 1 +

Aligned at: 0.63 cm + Indent at: 1.27 cm

for_space with-a need for social: d|stancma and!or less active town cores as .-

more people work from: home

There are S|gn|f|cant natlonal and reglonal pohcy requirements, along with section 28
undeppmﬂedﬂbwpeirmeetha%&censustent ligns with overarchlngrelevant national
and regional guidance and policies; the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES),~which place a new policy emphasis
on renewing and developing existing urban settlements, in tandem with appropriate
and balanced dévelopmentin'rural areas, set within the context of Climate Action.

6.2 Statutory Co'h‘te'xt' &

As-persSection 10(32)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)
the{:e—m—a—reqwrement —to—includesets out mandatory objectives in relation to
regeneration. This requires that a development plan shall include objectives for

(h) the development and renewal of areas, identified having regard to the core
strategy, that are in need of regeneration, in order to prevent —

(i) adverse effects on existing amenities in such areas, in particular as a
result of the ruinous or neglected condition of any land,

(ilUrban blight and decay
(i) Anti-social behaviour, or
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

(iv)A shortage of habitable houses or of land suitable for residential use
are a mixture of residential and other uses.

The requirements of S. 10 if the PDA are supported by the Urban Regeneration and
Housing Act (URHA), 2015 (as amended) at S.3, that sets out the following in relation
to the designation of regeneration land for the application of the Vacant Sites Levy:

“regeneration land” means |land identified by a planning authority in its development plan+ [ Formatted: Font: Bold, Italic

or local area plan, after the coming into operation of section 28 , in accordance with

section 10(2)(h) of the Act of 2000 with the objective of development and renewal of areas (F°"ma“e"’

Indent: Left: 1.27 cm

A

in need of regeneration, and includes any structures on such land;

In_respect of URHA S.3 above and for the purpose of this development plan,f,,l-»—{ Formatted

: Font: 12 pt, Font color: Auto

regeneration areas have been identified in tier 1-4 town core areas throughout the

[ Formatted:

Font: 12 pt, Font color: Auto

county (See Map Appendix XX), within which vacant sites can be designated on lands ™

: Font: 12 pt, Font color: Auto

zoned for specific purposes (see S. 6.5.1.2). I ‘Longford Town, Strategic Sites .. ( Formatted
identified as part of the LAP are also designated_ ‘as reqenerahon areas for the ™

{ Formatted:

Font: 12 pt, Font color: Auto

purposes of this section (See Map Appendlx XX)

[ Formatted:

Font: 12 pt, Font color: Auto

Vacant sites will be identified within desmnated regeneration:areas on appropriately

Formatted:

Font: 12 pt, Font color: Auto

Formatted

: Font: 12 pt, Font color: Auto

zoned lands for the purpose of applying:the Vacant SIte Levy" under this legislation,
based on the criteria outlined at S. 5 of the URHA ;

,_-h,_.w—-:

Formatted:

Font: 12 pt, Font color: Auto

5. (1) In this Part, a site is a vacant site |f_

(b) in the case of a site consmtmq of reqenerat:on Iand—~ ; i [ Formatted

: Indent: Left: 1.27 cm

—

(i) the sité‘ or the majority of the site, is {fécant or idle: gnd.: 020200 e { Formatted:

Indent: Left: 2.54 cm

L—

(ii) the site being vacant or idle has adverse effects on existing amenities or
_..reduces the amenity provided by existing public infrastructure and facilities (within
“1the meaning of section 48 of the Act of 2000) in the area in which the site is

situated or has adverse affects on the character of the area.

The Vacént Site Levy isfan important regeneration mechanism and is discussed
further at Section 6.5 of this plan in the context of Land Activation.

Birmmiasrasasmssismsens e RLEEY o S da s AN

s A [ Formatted:

Indent: Left: 0 cm

[ Formatted:

Font: Not Italic
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6.3 Policy Context
6.3.1 National Planning Framework (NPF) 2018

Regeneration and rejuvenation have been identified as central components in the
delivery of ‘compact-growth'the national strategic outcomes as set out in the National
Planning Framework (NPF) under project Ireland 2040. The focus nationally is on the
regeneration of town and city centres and balancing this with growth in the rural
economy, realising the potential of these areas_in_a holistic way, as-a-means-ofto
tackling address environmental degradation, climate change, social exclusion, and
housing shortages, while-working-towardsand improving quality of life.
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

At a national level, strong Links have been established between the national planning __..--

and _development policy and available funding streams, consolidated into Project
Ireland 2040, the central concepts of which are articulated in the national strategic
outcomes. These concepts underpin the provisions of national investment and

{ Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt

—

planning policy and are translated to a local level through the RSES and the .-

subsequent alignment of CDPs and supporting plans. In this regard, Project Ireland is
a coordination mechanism within which all government departments can work toward
the achievement of identified goals, the strateqic outcomes outlined above.

as a catalyst to stimulate regeneration and wider investment. One of the key pohcy
priorities is the harnessing of publicly owned lands, including military sites, and
combining the potential of such assets with community and wider private and public
sector support and |nvestment[

The National Planning Framework also recognisesd the importance of regeneration to
the strategic growth and renewal of our communities, through the establishment of a
Regeneration and Development Fund, overseen by a new Natlonal Regeneratlon and
Development Agency. 3

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Strategy (ORIS) Town and 'Villaqe Renewal
Scheme and other locally targeted:fiinds alse-plays-apimpertant-part-engagefer rural
communities by-previding—funding. suggomng for-the-development of facilities that
enhance local assets and promote‘a:dynamic:relationship between Rural and Urban
economies. Projects - delivered under these:mechanisms to date include the
development of tourism; amenity and neweutdeeprecreatlonal infrastructure providing
strategic connections_to identified attractions and facilitating expanded national and
regional green and bltieway networks. Projécts are considered in a holistic way to build
on existing.investment and ensure:maximum:-impact (see Appendix XX). -and-for-the

neeessaﬁumamlenanee—enhaneemenmmm%ewﬁemst{n&e&d@ermeamnal
mfrastmeturesmurakareas "&GF@SS’ freland:

_Reqeneratlo.n continues o enqaqe with the funding streams_associated with_Project .-

Ireland 2040;.including the Urban“Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF),
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) and the Climate Action Fund
(CAF). The flexibility built inta the regeneration work programme adapts fo respond to

{ Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt

-"{Formatled: Highlight

.--| Commented [AM1]: Have significant public lands bt
identified in county lonagford for development under this

initiative?

{ Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt

—

these, large scale fiinding.calls that are reserved for transformational projects and .-~
announced on_an_intermittent basis, requiring a wide degree of flexibility in the

Regeneration work programme.

6.3.2 Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Spatial Economic Strateqy (RSES)

The Eastern and Midland Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES), sets out
at a regional level to support the implementation of Project Ireland 2040 and the
economic policies and objectives of the Government by providing a long-term strategic
planning and economic framework for the development of the Eastern and Midland
Region. This in turn further guides policy making decisions at a local level through the
County Development Plan.
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

In terms of Regeneration the following Regional Strategic Outcomes (RSO's) are
noted:

- RSO 2: Promote the regeneration of our cities, towns and villages by
making better use of under-used land and buildings within the existing built-
up urban footprint and to drive the delivery of quality housing and
employment choice for the Region’s citizens.

- RSO 3: Support sustainable rural development and strengthen rural
networks, economies and communities. Manage urban generated growth in
areas under strong urban influence and encourage sustainable growth in
areas that have experienced decline or stagnation.

- RSO 5: Enhance, integrate and protect our arts, culture and heritage
assets to promote creative places and heritage led regeneration.

- RSO 12: To build a resilient economic base and promote innovation and
entrepreneurship ecosystems that support smart specialisation, cluster
development and sustained economic growth,

- RSO 16: Provide a regional framework for collaboration and partnerships
and to support local and regional:bodies in leveraging fundlng and
partnership opportunities.

Accordingly, the County Development Plan has been aligned to the relevant Regional
Strategic Outcomes (RSOs) and. assomated relevant Regional Policy Objectives
(RPOs) as outlined below.

The RSES contain.high:level obiéctives't'o':be incorporated_into_the County _..--

Development Plan. ‘At a strategic level. the ‘following.are broad policy provisions
outlining growth enablers for rural areas focus and guide the ongoing Regeneration
work Qrogramme :

- ReneWables B,

chr_eaM

- Tounsm ;

- Inteqrated qreen.'blueipeat wavs

These _priorities’ continue: to _inform _community-based tourism and _amenity
regeneration team::-having ‘been successful in_securing funding and completing
projects across the County:-tnder the various funding programmes. Urban and village
renewal projects have alsé been carried out in support of the rural settlement hierarchy
(see Map Appendix X).

Longford is designated a “Key” town under the RSES. Investment priorities are
identified in relation to employment creation, services and amenities and sustainable
transport in support of compact growth, town Core regeneration and connections with
adioining regions. Specific projects identified in the RSES have been the focus of
regeneration initiatives within the Town to date and include:

» _Development of the Camlin Quarter, including Connolly Barracks, Church St. .
Great Water Street, Little Water Street onto the Albert Reynolds Peace Park,

[ Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

enhancing the public realm, investigation of potential land uses, landbank
assembly and connectivity improvements

» Addressing barriers to development in the Ballyminion, area, consulting with
stakeholders in the public and private sector and Enterprise, infrastructure and ™

Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt, Not Bold, Not
Italic

planning departments on potential land activation measures.
o Creation of north-south linkages from the Canal to the Camlin River

incorporating the Royal Canal Greenway and Albert Reynolds Peace Park, .-

linking areas of tourism and amenity potential such as St. Mel's Cathedral and

' Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt

Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt, Not Bold, Not
Italic

the Backstage Theater and their profile in relation to the Town Core,
s Creating an environment for investment in high qualltv residential development .

and supporting services and amenities such.

;:schools, shops, recreation =

“{Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt

| Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt, Not Bold, Not
Italic

areas and open spaces.
o Measures to enhance investment ooportumt
conjunction with cross regional |n|t|at|ves and entemnse innovation hub.

[ Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt
ln gmployment generation in ...~

Italic
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» Projects to promote social inclusion: and oommunltv mteqrahon in coniunchon g

with EU initiatives on Urban Secuntv
e Promotion of access to sustalnabfe transport and avallabmtv of alternatlve

services
s Promoting broadband avallabllltv to communltles and the potential for remote
working

o |nitiatives to Dromote the expansmn and smtamab:litv of the Gas network i in

collaboration with Gas. Networks Ire!and :
e Build on tounam |nvestment in Center parcs and enhance Longford County as
a destination, enhancmq Roval Canai Dublin-Westport Greenway, Shannon

Wllderness Park and proflle of Camltn River in Longford Town through strategic "

development of. recreattonai trails and.networks.

6.3.3 Action Plan for Rural Development; Realising our Rural Potential (Gol, 2018)

The Action Plan for Rural Development contains a range of measures to support the ‘

revitalisation of rural Ireland under the Government's Project Ireland 2040 Rural
Regeneration Programme. The Town and Village Renewal Scheme which was
launched by the Government in 2016 is such a measure aimed at starting the process
of rejuvenating Ireland's rural towns and villages to make them more attractive places
in which to live, work and visit.

This sets out key characteristics of a successful town centre and includes an Action
Plan for Town Centre Renewal. These relate to the need to bring redundant, under-
utilised and derelict land and buildings hack into active use. It directly aligns with the
principles of sustainable development by reducing the need for greenfield
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

development, supporting the urban fabric and re-using existing resources. The Action
Plan in this Framework will be a useful tool for towns and villages applying for funding
under the Town and Village. Renewal Scheme. This document provides good ‘health
check’ indicators on creating more vibrant town centres to include: -

Accessibility
Pedestrian Flows
Environmental Quality
Public Realm
Diversity of Uses

A strong town centre would get a top mark in each of the aforementioned indicators.
Regeneration should focus on working to develop a strong town core in the first
instance, subsequently from the core to peripheral areas. |

5385 QmﬁkGeuntwéeanerd*Reqeneratfen—Stfateev—QGEQLoanord Regeneration .-

nrtrattvg,

Tmsieeuse&enjeheieuewmglhemattsﬁnenwAreas—-
Mm%%m%%amer&y8u+l$ng
S-Geerdlnahenanermplementauen :

Established in 2015, the regener ration section is tasked wnth the delwerv of a wide range of projects

and initiatives and securmg fundmg for these through commumtv-led development and capacity

building, policy allgnment and coordlnatmn and deliverv The follovwng points summarise the main
action areas of the sectlun I['I support of

e The provnsnons of the Core Strategg insecu ‘ the settlement hierarchy, ensuring that

towns and w!lages are attractlve places to Ilve Wworks and visit generating positive change in
!Ocal communities b $

° ReverS!nR town/wllag:e'.'an‘d ru ral_bqpulation decline, by encouraging new roles and functions
for b'u'ilydings streets and. é‘;es and promoting new economic opportunities through
appropriate placemakmg mitlatlves including targeted regeneration masterplanning for
specific areas
e Compact and Susta;nable Growth - encouraging compact forms of development that that
focus on consolldatlnﬁ the footprint of existing settlements with new development.

e _Integration of sustainable and climate action policies, the national transition objective and
the Just transition process

e Strong stakeholder engagement through established Town Teams and other vehicles to
maximise a bottom-up approach
e Protecting environmental and heritage assets, encouraging access, awareness conservation

and preservation as appropriate

A-number-of-future-projects-have-also-been-identified which-have been incorporated
e g A
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

There are many different types of regeneration, which are discussed accordingly: -

Compact Growth Urban Regeneration (Housing)
Economic Urban Regeneration

Heritage Urban Regeneration

Rural Regeneration |

s S ==

6.4.1 Compact Growth Urban Regenerataoni(Housmg}

One of the key elements of the NPF relates to the need for compact growth wath
housing development within and close to existing :built-up areas and a focus on the |
regeneration of infill and brownfield sites.! The NPF and EMRA RSES identifies

‘Compact Growth’ as the means to deliver sustainable growth in our urban settlements
through consolidation, rather than the continued sprawl of urban development into the
countryside, at the expense of town centres and smaller villages. Compact Growth is
focused on the following types of urban sites, many of WhICh |ncorporate a significant
element of regeneration:

s Brownfield Sites - Any land which has been 'Su'bjected to buildin'g, engineering
or other operations excluding temporary uses or urban green spaces. These
sites generally comprise of redundant lands and/or buildings.

= [nfill Sites - Development within.urban infill sites must consider the context of
the surrounding area. .

e Backland Development - Undeveloped parcels of land located to the rear of
existing bundlngs '

Accordingly, urban regeneration and ‘compact growth’ are key focus areas within this
Plan, supported with a central objective to regenerate the County's towns and villages
by making better use of under-used land and buildings within the existing built-up
urban footprint.and to drive the delivery of quality-Urban developmentheusing. In
accordance with the RSES; the Development Plan has adopted an asset-based
approach to the Skaiegieidentification of locations effor new residential-development;
|wh|eh w,peenmbm in: suggort of regeneration, placemaking and compact growth
(Figure 6.1).

Figure 6.1: Asset Test: Criteria for the strategic location of new residential
development (Source: EMRA RSES 2019).

L NPO 3a Deliver at least 40% of all new homes nationally, within the built-up footprint of existing
settlements; NPO 3c Deliver at least 30% of all new homes that are targeted in settlements other than
the five Cities and their suburbs, within their existing built-up footprints.
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

Scale Is there potential for compact sustainable development, based on
the settlements scale, rates of growth, local ambition and
| availability of serviced lands?

Functions Is there a good level of local employment provision, based on its

jobs ratio and net commuting flows, and/or potential to develop
| complementarities with other places?

Services Will local services and amenities including community, education,
health, leisure and retail be accessible as set out in the "10-minute
~ settlement’ concept?

' Placemaking Wil the development reinforce a sense of place and character, and
create a healthy and attractive environment in line with good urban

. ~design principles?

Economic Is there potential for better ahgnment of housing and employment

provision, to strengthen local economies or drive economic

development opportunities? :

Is the development accessible to eXIStlnnglanned public transport

and is there potential to improve modal share of public transport,

walking and cycling?

' Does the environment have the carrying capacity for development?
Is there potential to enhance environmental quality andlor support |
transition to low carbon/climate resilience? ‘

Infrastructure |s there a requirement for improvements to water waste water,

utilities and/or digital infrastructure and services to support the |
proposed development?

The aim is to target the ‘Key Town' of Longford and to:develop economically active
self-sustaining ‘Growth Towns';“in addition to promoting regeneration in rural towns
and villages. Towns which require targeted ‘catch—up’ investment to enhance local
employment and.services:and to promote regeneration in towns and villages are
identified in the settlement hierarchy (see-Chapter 4: Core Strategy and Housing).

A vital element of this approach is the regeneration of infill and brownfield sites. In this
regard Longford County Council will over the lifetime of the Plan, establish a database
of strategic brownfield and infill sites so that a ‘pipeline’ of development opportunities
can be kept under review through monitoring and reporting. Longford County Council
will also work collaboratively with relevant stakeholders to promote co-ordination in the
delivery of inereased-appropriate urban densities in towns centres. In this regard

piecemeal development of individual greenfield? plots will generally not be permitted, .-

unless it is satisfactorily demonstrated that the development will not jeopardise the
comprehensive redevelopment of strateqic? surreunding-landbanks (identified?)s.
what is the role of zoning here?

Compact Urban growth requires an overarching approach to ensure that the
appropriate use mix achieves a social economic and environmental balance that
creates attractive town centres where people will want to live, work and recreate.
Regeneration supports this through large Urban Schemes such as the "Longford
Connected” project, funded under the URDF, that addresses links and connectivity in
Longford Town Centre (addressed further throughout this section). Further proposals
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under the URDF include initiatives to address potential uses on Council owned lands
and._adjacent properties to ensure a vibrant town centre throughout the day and
evening. Urban Schemes are complemented by rural initiatives that provide enhanced,
interconnected amenity and recreation facilities that allow compact urban
development to take place while maintaining quality of life. Ongoing regeneration
improvements to the Albert Reynolds Peace Park and the Royal Canal Greenway
have proved successful in this regard as evidenced by their intensified use and the
important role played in_maintaining Urban Quality of Life during lockdown in the
COVID-19 crisis. Longford Town and other towns and villages throughout the County
serve as “destinations” and gateways for surrounding rural attractions, as recognised
in recent and ongoing projects in association with and supported by Failte Ireland. This
interpretative role further supports compact urban arowth through consolidation of
facilities in _the town core, while protecting the . rura| resource, illustrating the
interconnectedness of Urban and Rural reqeneratton

Compact Growth Urban- Regeneratlon (Houslng) County Pollcy Obijectives
It is the County Policy Objectiveto: .o o

CPO 6.1 Work with all relevant stakeholders in the promotlon of urban ‘compact
growth’ regeneration in County Longford and establlsh a database of
strateg|c brownfield and infill - opportunity_sites aligned with the
provisions of the:core: strategy so: -that a ‘pipeline’ of development
opportunities can ‘be kept. under rewew through monitoring and
reporting.

CPO 6.2 Facilitate-Promote apprcpnate urban develcpment—gnmﬂmbrcwnﬁeld
sites through the consolidation, redevelopment and regeneration of
underused, vacant or derelict town centre and urban lands, including
deqraded areas andfor contaminated sites to ereate-more-desirable
A . ,iecan%andwepkenhance quality of life.

Pfecemeal development of fndrwdual plots will generally not be
permitted unless itis satisfactorily demonstrated that the development
.| will not jecpardrse the.comprehensive redevelopment of surrounding
| Jands.strategically important landbanks

CPOB.3 |Enable-Promote consolidation through appropriate redevelopment of

infill :and appropriate—brownfield redevelopment—in—ordersites to
maximise the efficient use of existing infrastructure and services and

promote a'—pes’i&iv&mcdal shift towards sustainable traveltﬁanspeptuse

-"'[ Formatted: Highlight

suitable locations in accordance with the settlement hierarchy.

improvements within and between the town centres of Longford,
Edgeworthstown, Granard, Ballymahon, Lanesborough and Drumlish,
by improving pedestrian _and cycle links between the core and
surrounding areas through—and the further integration of public
transport, walking and cycling facilities.

CPO 6.6 Set-out-measures-to-reduceAddress vacancy and the underuse of

CPO 6.5 |Enhance—Continue accessibility and sustainable mobility'

existing building stock and support regeneration initiatives that
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promote the reuse, refurbishment and retrofitting of existing buildings
within urban centres.

brownfield regeneration.

Deliver compact urban growth through the delivery of innovative

adaptable urban schemes_and supporting measures to maintain
quality of life. Longford County Council will _continue to target
appropriate funding streams in this regard and make provision for
matched funding resources as appropriate.

CPOB.9

Deliver compact growth and regeneration through coordinated active
land management_initiatives through the statutory and non-statutory
mechanisms available to the Local Authority, including, but not limited
to, powers of compulsory Durchasé :and _the application and
implementation of legislation re!atlnq to Vacant/Derelict Sites and
dangerous structures. ~ EETE

CPO 6.10

Encourage the development: of |mproved connectivity, provision
efaccessibility to services and geed-high quality public realm in urban
locations and create an environment for coordinated investment in
high quality residential development and-with supporting services and
amenities such as schools, shops, recreation areas and.open spaces.

CPO6.11

Carry—out—master—planningDevelop - collaborative Masterplans _in
respective of strategic areas to ensure that—lapge—apeaa-ef-ianekare
appropriatelysustainable~planninged ‘and developed-development in
consultation with_key- stakehioldersin—a-sustainable-manner,—which
includes—provision—for—phasing.—infrastructure-provision,-community
fae%es—dena%y—lay@ut—epenspaees#andseamngan@deve!epmem
design-briefs-and:statements.

{ Formatted: Highlight ]
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management objective

'Require all development proposa!s for strateglc brownfield and infill | _..

sites be accompanied by a site brief and/or masterplan that sets out a

| phased programme for the regeneration of the site and demonstrates

how the proposal will comply with National Guidelines that seek to

integrate principles of good urban design, planning and placemaking.|| .--

6.4.2 Economic glrban~Régéneration

Should be read in cohiunction with economic development chapter.

Longford is the eighth most deprived region in the country, according to the latest

We@mndl@%&%@hﬂ&mlmﬂ%&&—m&nﬂ—m
heusmgLand—Iene—aa;enHah%‘Fhmsseen-as—a—eemmeﬁe—anh—seemmehawem
and-related-preblems—It is recognised that there are a particular number of areas in
the County which are blackspots in terms of economic opportunity and anti-social
behaviour_and related issues; and this requires targeted regeneration measures.

Regeneration works with closely with the Joint Policing Committee (JPC) on the

delivery of specific measures including CCTV_enhancement at Longford Town,
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

supplemented by additional public realm initiatives under development as part of the
EU supported URBACT UrbSecurity project.

In accordance with the-Regional-Policy-contained-with-the EMRA RSES policy, (RPO
6.61), Longford County Council recognises the importance of both promoting
economic opportunity and supporting social inclusion measures including the
revitalisation of areas by physical regeneration, planning, investment and community
development. In particular—attentionsupport of the settlement hierarchy at S. XX,
priority  will be given to deprived areas in the urban areas of Longford Town,
Edgeworthstown, Granard, Lanesborough, Ballymahon and Drumlish._Economic
strategies are currently being prepared for Lanesboro and Edgeworthstown.

In-this-regard-Longford County Council will work collaboratively with relevant agencies
to support the consclidation and development of strategically located land banks for
enterprlse and employment opportunlty, and: associated regeneration—social
economic and environmental gain. This will include collaboration with the IDA and

Enterprise Ireland on the availability of sites of enterprise purposes that align with the { Formatted: Highlight

regional skills forum?. The Upper Shannon Erne Future Economic Project, which is
a colEaborahon between the Cavan, Leltrlm Longford and” Roscommon local

{ Formatted: Highlight

imuting_andl tol revitalise rura
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nel futire’ developi

In terms of physical and‘enabllng infrastructure, it is recognised that County Longford
is centrally located within the country, and Longford Town itself is strategically located
on the N4/M4 from Dublin to Sligo, with national roads including the N55, N5 and N63.
Planned infrastructure upgrades include the N4 from Mullingar to Carrick-on Shannon
and there is further potential to provide for enhanced rail service on the Dublin - Sligo
rail line and improve connections to Athlone._Given its location, the logistics and
distribution industry is heavily represented in the County. Regeneration will seek to
capitalise on this strategic locational advantage through its ongoing masterplanning
programme, targeting funding for projects that will promote climate action through the
decarbonisation of the transport sector in particular.

The Natural gas network has already-comebeen extended to Ballymahon and should
be-capitalised-onLongford County Council will continue to support further network
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extension to Longford and Edgeworthstown in collaboration with Gas Networks Ireland

and in support of Climate Action initiatives. An investigation into the potential feasibility

of renewable energy development associated with the extension of the Gas network

and the decarbonisation of the electricity, Transport and Agricultural sectors is

underway, supported by the Just Transition Fund.

Economic Urban-Regeneration — County Policy Objectives

It is the County Policy Obijective to:

ICPOB.13

economic regeneration and supporting infrastructure and serv:ces'
including educational and upskilling facilities, particularly in the area of
climate action and the circular economy, .

CPO 6.14

Continue to Eengage with communities, -Jandowners, public and |

private sector agencies, the Joint Policing Committee (JPC) and other
council departments through the Local Regeneration Action Planning
and Masterplanning procésses, aligned with “ia=terms—eftargeted
funding streams, to identify ‘and.progress regeneration opportunities
for the tewns-and-County, buﬂdihq on existmq investmentto-maximise
impact and value.for:money.

CPO6.15

Suppert-Promote the consohdatlon of the town centres of Longford,
Edgeworthstown, Gra{nard Ballymahon, Lanesborough and Drumlish
and the.enhancement and linking.of brownfield and outlying sites to
the town centres, with ‘a focus on ‘strategic connections and_the
regeneratlon of underused buildings and strategic sites to create an
attractuVe inward investment enwronment

CPO6.16

i egeneration-ef|dentify publicly owned

~“I'land banks in'the ‘Key Town' of Longford and the self-sustaining and

growth towns of Ballymahon, Edgeworthstown, Lanesborough and
Granard: and “Drumlish for residential, employment, education,
community,“cultural and recreational regeneration_opportunities, and

target—the—utilisation. ‘of—availablerelevant funding streamswhere

gvailableand'secure matched funding requirements as appropriate.

CPO 6.17

Support social inclusion measures_in_collaboration with relevant
agencies and community groups that promote accessibility to services,
equality ‘of ‘opportunities and integration of minority groups across
Longford “Society.—including-the-revitalisation—of-areas—by—physieal
mgeae;ahen—planmngqnveshnent—an%emmunﬂsﬁdevelepmem 1
particularattention-will-be-given-to-dDeprived areas in the-urban-areas
of—Longford Town, Edgeworthstown, Granard, Lanesborough,
Ballymahon and Drumlish_will be prioritised in support of the
Settlement Hierarchy outlined at Section X.

CPO6.18

Support the development of projects which—supporithat facilitate
implementation_of community—led themes-actions, ef-Local-Astion
Plans, includingin-terms—of improved digital connectivity, enterprise
creation  opportunities, public realm and __environmental
enhancementand—envirenment, tourism infrastructure__provision,

branding, promotion and marketing.
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CP0O6.19

Secure projects fo-that promote social inclusion and community
integration in conjunction the JPC, Urbact Local Group, Town teams
and other community organisations and in_association with EU
initiatives on Urban Security.

LCPO6.20

Develop an Action Plan for Town Centre Renewal which brings | ...-

redundant, under-utilised and derelict land and buildings back into
active use as a first preference ahead of peripheral areas, and which
reduces the need for greenfield development, supporting the urban
fabric and re using existing resources.

“| Formatted: Highlight

CPO621

_Support the viability of small towns and villages through sustainable | .-

targeted measures that address vacant premises and deliver
sustainable reuse and regeneration outcomes targeted in core areas.

-( Formatted: Highlight

LCPO6.22

Encourage pilot projects for the re-use of brownfield sites and| .-

encourage active temporary uses, where feasible, in order to
encourage activation of vacant S|tes that requlre longer Iead in time for
regeneration.

[Formalted: Highlight

_Ensure in accordance with the 'Framework for Town Centre Renewal,
12017’ that 'health checks’ are carried out for town centres and that |

more vibrant town centres are created in terms of;
e Accessibility:: i
» Pedestrian Flows
e Environmental Quality
¢ Public Realm
 Diversity of Useg

CPO 6.25

Promote connectlwtv as part of reqeneratlon projects to encourage
walking and cyeling between strateqgic_areas and services and
enhance acce33|b|lltv to sustalnable transport nodes.and-availability-of
altemauue—#anspeq—medes—sueh—awalmng—andueyshﬂ&beween
strategic areas-and-services.
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-Support and provision and development of serviced industrial and | .-

commercial sites in the towns and villages throughout the County, as
appropriate.

{ Formatted: Highlight

‘Support the provision and development of Enterprise Hubs in the | .-

towns and villages throughout the County, as appropriate. |

CPOB.28

Promote high speed broadband availability to communities and the

potential for remote working_and facilitate the development of rural
working hubs.

CP0O6.29

Develop initiatives to promote the expansion of the Gas network to
Longford and Edgeworthstown in collaboration with Gas Networks
Ireland_and in association with emerging opportunities in_the
renewable enerqy sector. Explore opportunities for decarbonisation of
electricity, transport and infrastructure sectors in association with this

Process.
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

CPO6.30 | Promote measures to enhance investment opportunities in
employment generation in conjunction with cross regional initiatives,
including the Just Transition process.

6.4.3 Heritage Urban-Regeneration,

To be read in conjunction with Heritage Section, RPS, ACA, Natural hentaqe Amenltv
etc.

County Longford has a rich and diverse heritage that is:central to its identity and how
it is perceived from the outside and ultimately, how:it'is packaged, branded and
marketed. This heritage is framed within its unigué:landscape that has supported
traditional industries _and shaped its towns villages;:settlement _and movement
patterns. This distinct natural heritage and .its relationship. with the morphology of
human settlement creates unique assets forthe County that-are central to the process
of balanced urban and rural regeneration: These assets include the Wilderness of the
Mid-Shannon, the peatlands including Corlea bog and Trackway, the. Royal Canal, the
River Inny and Newcastle woods as the settinig for Center Parcs,"Cairn Hill and the
lakes in the noﬂh of the County, each of whtc:h contmue to_be“the subject of

Heritage also includes the unlque ‘.t:ulture- of-the Count\{ shaped by historical events
such as the 1798 rebellion, the War-of Independence,‘the _great war and Civil war,
long-standing festivals; markets, literary and:educational-history. Longford County
Council have worked with Communities across all of .these areas to highlight local
heritage and promote it on a national and:international stage, through refurbishment
of facilities such as the Latin School in Moyrie, through to the Maria Edgeworth facility
at Edqeworthstown along wnh providing sustamable connectivity between the
peatlands qreenwavs and::Canals, “places - of historic_significance and social
mteraotlpn, including connectlons to national‘and regional networks.

Planning for the regeneration of a historic town needs an integrated approach that
balances the protection of the built heritage and the sustainable development of
Ihistoric urban areas with UlE? ngeds of modern living and takes account of the concerns
and aspirations of. the commumty and key stakeholders. Ihﬁpequwes-th&eeerdmanen

ders:In many cases the issue is to find a use for
endangered buildings to sécure occupation as the most effective form of conservation.
Regeneration work closely with the Urbact Local group, Town Teams and the public
and private sector to identify and rationalise spatial requirements for different uses and
align these with potential regeneration opportunities.

The development of a common vision for a town, supported by a coordinated and
integrated series of objectives and a programme of realistic, achievable actions, will
balance the conservation of heritage, alongside the needs of those who live in and use
the historic town. Bringing unused or underused spaces within towns back into use
has many advantages, such as reviving economic value, activating abandoned and
derelict sites, and reducing pressure for greenfield development. Additional initiatives
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

to promote placemaking and the economic vibrancy include Town Centre Health

checks, historic and public realm plans, jwhich are linked to statutory local area plansJ_‘
The importance of community led village design and enhancement statements is also

recognised.

Local distinctiveness is key to each town having a unique selling point and the
character and distinctiveness of the historic built environment are recognised in _the
record of protected structures and Architectural Conservation Areas and areas of
Archaeological Significance outlined at Section X. Preservation of this identity and
uniqueness areas central to future vitality and viability.

It is recognised that there are opportunities for Longford:County Counil in conjunction
with other stakeholders, such as Bord na Mona, Watérways Ireland and Failte Ireland,
to target funding initiatives for heritage led regenération, Examples of such heritage
led regeneration are the Maria Edgeworth ceritre in-Edgeworthstown, Connolly
Barracks and the Camlin Quarter area in:Longford town;:Royal Canal Greenway
Development, Granard Motte Developmerit: Lanesboro Tourisi .development and the
potential reuse of the former Lanesborough ESB pewer—plam—buﬂéﬂqqeneratmq site

items required as part of statutory LAPs and non-statutory

'1 Commented [AM16]: Need to differentiate between

local action plans and regeneration masterplans

[ Formatted: Highlight

and adjacent lands.

Heritage U;ban—Regeneratlon County Pollcy Objectwes

It is the County Policy Objective to;

CP0O6.31 | Work with_ the Heritage . Office ‘and_all re!evant stakeholders in the

promotlon of heritage led: regeneranon and ‘identification of strategic

projects _that’ " 'support socual economic __and _environmental

development. :

CP0 6.32 | Promote the sensitive and adaptlve reuse of Protected Structures,
‘i fthistoric buudlng stock and mdustrlal structures, where appropriate in

collaboratlon with local communities, the ULG and town teams. |dentify

and encouraqe uses that “attract activity and vitality in strategic

= | locations. "

[CPO 6.33 [ Undertake initiatives to promote placemaking and economic vibrancy

in terms of Town Centre Health checks, historic and public realm plans

and community led village design and enhancement statements. |

regeneration related funding streams and matched funding resources
to support-heritage led regeneration projects, building on existing
investment in a holistic way to maximise impact and value for money-

6.4.4 Rural Regeneration

The NPF identifies the need to strengthen and diversify rural towns te-beas a focus for
local housing and employment growth and the provision of appropriate level services.
Rural towns can act as a focus for development in their areas through the provision of
services across economic, social and administrative areas. For some rural areas in
the county, urban and commuter generated development has undesirably affected the
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

character and cohesion of these locations. Simultaneously, in less accessible rural
locations, population levels have declined, and it has been difficult to sustain basic
services and community facilities at these locations. It is recognised that the RIAl's
Toolkit for Towns and Villages provides useful advice for local authorities in relation to
rural regeneration.

The RSES aims to strengthen the fabric of rural Ireland, supporting rural towns and
communities. The rejuvenation of rural towns and villages requires that appropriate

job creation can be supported in rural areas. |It is recognised that provision of serviced . -

or serviceable sites in a manner that provides a structured space for new enterprise
would help to sustain smaller rural communities. Small industrial estates on the edge
of towns facilitate local enterprise and entrepreneurship would help prevent both drift
to larger urban centres and the construction of one-off units around domestic
properties in rural areas)

The countryside within the County prowdes for rural economies and rural communities,

based on agriculture, Lforest | tourism,_renewables, heritage based:development and __..

rural enterprise. Traditional sectors such as agriculture, tourism, extractive industries ™

and forestry are complemented by diversification in sectors such as food, renewable
energy and opportunities provided: from: |mproved digital connectiwty The agri- -food
sector plays a significant role in Ireland's Tural economy-and this sector is supported
through the implementation of Food Wise 2025.The" forestry sector is another
significant contributor to the economy:--Also, energy: production, including renewable
energy in the form:of wind, solar-and biomass and bioenergy offer opportuniteshave
to-date- IargeiyLbeemmewele%wFaIraFeasraHdrmaeeaueneﬁfutupe—mnewableenergy

predue%mwm—l#eiy—te—be—met—m—%ai—a;eas (see Chapter 9: Rural Enterprise).

Another significant contributor:to the economy is the tourism sector and the
development of greenways, blueways and peatways to provide an alternative visitor
experience -and offer opportunités' to consolidate visitor services _including
interpretation and _accommodation in existing town and village centres. The RSES
supports tourism “development and promotional branding to ensure that areas
associated with freland’s Hidden Heartlands and Ireland’s Ancient East are developed
and promoted to tap into the economic potential of rural areas (see Chapter 9: Rural
Enterprise and Chapter 10: Tourism in relation to the development of tourism in the
County). In this regard Longford has a rich cultural heritage with potential to develop
as a recreation and tourism hub, building on its proximity to attractions such as Centre
Parcs, the Royal Canal, the proposed Dublin-Westport Greenway, the Mid-Shannon
Wilderness Park, and also key assets within Longford town such as St Mel's
Cathedral, the River Camlin, the Back Stage Theatre and walking routes such as the
Rebel and Literary Trails. Itis recognised that delivering on County Longford's walking
and cycling strategy will provide links to national and cross regional walking and
cycling trails, which will also provide economic benefit and regeneration.

There is also potential to further build on significant investment in network of
greenways connecting the nearby flagship Center Parc’s holiday village and the
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

investment by the local authority in tourism and recreational infrastructure. It is
recognised that the provision of suitable accommodation is essential in order to
maximise the return from visitors to the county.

In keeping with the NPF—and-the EMRA RSES_and the ongoing process of Just
Transition, Longford County Council will support the longer-term strategic planning for
industrial peatland areas within the current framework of decommissioning and
rehabilitation underway by Bord na Mona as required under EPA licencing. Fhis-may
inelude—suppori—where—appropriate—for—a—Transition—Team—and-preparation-of-a
comprehensive-afteruse-framework-plan-forthe-peatlands-and-related-infrastructure;
which addresses-environmental -economic-and-social-issues—including-employment
anhd-replacement-enterprise-reflecting-the-current- tran-smemfsem—empleymem—based
around-peatextraction-- In terms of the disused bogs, their use for tourism, aquaculture
and market gardening / herb growing will be considered. The potential reuse of the
site of Lough Ree power and adjacent Iandslzaﬁesbepeugh—pewepplam as-a-potential
oppertunity-site—for renewable energy, innovative teurism=or-enterprise and other
alternatives is alse+recognisedcurrently under consideration ‘at’a national level, with
feasibility studies underway in these areas, supported by the Just Transition Fund.

Rural Regeneration = County Pollcy Objectlves

It is the County Policy Objective to:.

CP0 6.35 | Engage and Collaborate with all re[evant stakeholders in the promotion

of rural regeneration in County Longford.

|[CPO 6.36 | Encourage sustainable growth in rural areas= especially those that

have experienced recent decline or stagnation, sustainable-grewth;

having—regard—tewhile maintaining and enhancing the viability of

.| smaller towns and rural settlements. |

CPO 6:37 | 'Support the regeneration. of ‘rural towns and villages through
.7 | identification of regeneration projects for rural villages and rural areas

and-utilisation-of-appropriatethrough available funding streams and

- securing matched funding requirementseppertunities.

[CPO 6.38 | Support the recommendations of the RIAl's Toolkit for Towns and

Villages in relation to rural regeneration.

lQPVQﬁ.S@ | Encourage-provisien-ofldentify appropriate locations for serviced or

serviceable sites in a manner that provides a structured space for
new enterprise in order to sustain smaller rural communities.
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CPO 6.40_| Support the development of small industrial estates on the edge of
towns in order to faCIlltate Iocal enterprise and entrepreneurship.
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CPO 6.41 | Support ¢ rural economies and protect valuable
agricultural lands to ensure sustainable food supply.

CPO 6.42 | Support the diversification of rural economies to create additional jobs
and maximise opportunities in emerging sectors, such as agri-
business, renewable energy, rural tourism and forestry enterprise
through appropriate initiatives and programmes including dedicated
support under the Just Transition Fund.
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local communities and other key stakeholders including relevant state
agencies and departments and adjacent local authorities-

CPO 6.44 | Continue the ongoing programme of greenway and blueway provision
throughout the County Suppert—the—development—efin_support of
Longford as a sustainable tourism hub_and reinforce connections to
wider_national networks. having—regard-te-itsMaintain and enhance
accessibility to key tourist destinations in the Region, including Center
Parcs, and proximity to natural amenities and recreational
opportunities_and secure the position of Lonaford Town as a
destination under the Failte Ireland "Hidden Heartlands” brand.

CPO 6.45 | Indentify and pursue initiatives and resources to Suppert—and
encourage the provision of additional suitable tourist accommodation
in appropriate locations throughout the County.

6.5 Mechanisms to Deliver Regenera}ion'
6.5.1 Active Land Management

Aehlemg—eemeaet—g;thWets-\wu-pequlﬁe-eActwe land management is essential
in the sustainable regeneration of Urban Areas thathave been subject to'vacancy and
dereliction over sustained oenods such as Londford Town Core andrespenses to
ensure that land and building resources within-existing-settlements-are used to their
full potential. In this regard Longford County: Council will establish a database of
strategic brownfield and:infill sites so that brownfield site re-use can be managed and
co-ordinated across multiple stakeholders .as part of the active land management
process. Such Active Land Management may be delivered through a number of
mechanisms which are'discuoeecl accordingly: -

6.5.1.1 =Col|aborat|on wpth Natmna[ Land Development Agency

i [ Formatted: Highlight

The Nahonal Land Development Agency established under the NPF has the obJecllve
of maintaining and enhancing the capacity for co-ordinating and developing large,
strategically located land banks, in order to promote the delivery of housing and other
development in order to provide more affordable homes. The Agency is to have
Compulsory Purohase Order (CPO) powers and drive renewal of strategic areas not
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authorities, other public bodies and capital spending departments and agencies to co-ordinate and secure the
best use of public lands, investment required within the capital envelopes provided in the National Development
Plan and to drive the renewal of strategic areas not being utilised to their full potential. The Government will
consider how best to make State lands available to such a body to kick-start its development role and to legislate
for enhanced compulsory purchase powers to ensure that the necessary transformation of the places most in
need of regeneration can take place more swiftly and effectively.

3 NPO 66 A more effective strategic and centrally managed approach will be taken to realise the development
potential of the overall portfolio of state owned and/or influenced lands in the five main cities other major urban
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Agency will access the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund in order to
achieve these goals. In this regard Longford County Council will work collaboratively
with the National Land Development Agency (LDA) in their role to support the
consolidation and development of strategically located land banks, particularly publicly
owned lands, to unlock housing and regeneration opportunities, |

6.5.1.2 Application of Vacant Site Levy (VSL) (read in conjunction with 6.2
statutory context — preferably consolidate)

The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 is-a(as amended) provides for the
designation of regeneration areas within which the vacant site levy can be applied.
The levy is a site activation measure designed to bring- encouraqe active use of vacant
and underutilised land in urban areas, where the requ:sute supporting infrastructure is
provided,-inte-beneficial-use,-while-ensuring_to ensuréa-more an_effective return on
State investment by-enabling-infrastructure-apd-helpingand to counter unsustainable
urban sprawl. It introduced a statutory obligation for all:-Planning Authorities to
establish a register of vacant sites. The-Utban-Regeneration-and-Housing-Act-2015
sets—eu%&ve%mad—eategeﬁeseﬁvaeanuaﬂdmmw—may-app}ym

—I:ands—zened-pﬁmaHLy—fer—FeSldenhaI—pUFpase&' 2o +

~—Mixed- UselExpanded—Td vn-Centr

apprepnate—te—eensehdate—u;ban—area& :
-—All-Enterprise- and-Empleymeﬁt—aﬂé,—QemmeFeial—zeneGJendereenfeameé
Wﬂl@%—l%@ﬂthe@eunty—&setﬂeme%htemshy—

Lands designated for the’ DUrDose of the URHA 2015 in County Longford are
excluswelv Iands in need: of reqeneratlon as deflned in the Act as follows

; .:"regenerataon land"means land ldentlfed by a planning authority in its development plan

“or_local area plan, after the coming into operation of section 28 , in accordance with
section 10(2)(h) of the Act of 2000 with the objective of development and renewal of areas
in need of regeneration, and includes any structures on such land:

and cover areas zoned under the following objectives within identified regeneration
areas: S S

- Mixed UselExpanded Town Centre zonings as they offer opportunities to
sustain_and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and where
appropriate to consolidate urban areas.

- __All ‘Enterprise and Employment’ and ‘Commercial’ zoned lands contained
within Tier 1 — Tier 3 of the County’s settlement hierarchy.,

areas and in rural towns and villages as a priority, particularly through the establishment of a National
Regeneration and Development Agency
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Strategic sites and site resolution objectives a (as contained within Longford LAP) re+---- { Formatted: Normal, No bullets or numbering )
considered regeneration areas for the purposes of the URHA 2015

s e e i — [ Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt

[These land use zonings are subject to the provisions of the Urban Regeneration and
Housing Act 2015 with respect to the Vacant Site Levy for ‘regeneration’ purposes.
The application of the VSL needs-to-be-is coordinated with the strategic focus on
compact growth in the development plan. Lengferd-County-Council-have-identified-a
numb%eﬁ#aea%&sieﬁa@%etww#@a@a&d&s&gﬂate@as%geﬂema&l { Commented [AM25]: Consolidate this section with 6.5.2? ]

Derelict Sites

Dangerous StI'IJCtLII'ES‘ s is { Commented [AMZ26]: Collaborate with Environment ]
Compulsory Purchase j

It is the policy of Lonaford County Council to pursue neqotlatvons with owners of land
required for strategic purposes in the first:-ihstance and: ‘to engage with relevant
stakeholders in the acquisition of property:for-the purpose of éxercising its functions.
Where options have exhausted, the Cotincil will rely on its statutory powers of
compulsory purchase where necessary and expedlent to |mplement the objectives of
this plan 5 ol

Development Incentives, "

{_Formatted: Font: Bold, Underline ]

-1 Commented [AM27]: Development contribution scheme

— C&E, BID, Purple flag, rates rebates, tax incentives,
SO . s shopfront improvement — Enterprise
Active Land Management — County Pollcy Objectlves ] { Formatted: Font: Bold, Underline )
It is the County Policy Objective to: . . ( Formatted: Font: Bold, Underline )
CPO 6.46 | Promote merze~co-ord|nated-""c:tlve Iand management and-co-ordinate
prevasmn_ef in_areas where -appropriate _enabling infrastructure is
present or‘¢an be:provided partigularly on publicly owned lands.
[CP0O 6.47 | Support the National Land Development Agency and other relevant | ... { Formatted: Highlight ]

“ | agencies in co-ordinating and developing large, strategically located

landbanks, particularly publicly owned lands, in town centres and other
locations as deemed appropriate throughout the County. | __-{ commented [AM28]: See commentat s 6.5.1.1 )
CPO 6.48 |'Use, where appropriate, Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPO) and other
incentives including development contributions in combination with the
provisions of the URHA 2015 to encourage urban regeneration of
brownfield lands over the development of greenfield sitesin urban areas
CPO 6.49 | Apply the provisions of the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015
{(as amended) in the following areas:

1. Areas zoned under the following objectives within identified *_;R.:r‘{ Formatted: Font: (Default) Arial, 12 pt ]
reqer!eratlon ACds, -  Formatted: List Paragraph, Numbered + Level: 1 +
- Mixed Use/Expanded Town Centre zonings as they offer Numbering Style: 1, 2, 3, ... + Start at; 1 + Alignment;
opportunities to sustain and enhance the vitality and viability Left + Aligned at: 0.63 cm + Indent at: 1.27 cm

of town centres and where appropriate to consolidate urban
areas.

- Al ‘Enterprise_and Employment’ and ‘Commercial’ zoned
lands contained within Tier 1 — Tier 3 of the County’'s
settlement hierarchy.
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objective designated in Longford Town LAP,

Vacant sites will be identified in accordance with statutory criteria for
regeneration purposes within these areas and a levy applied Maintain
te-a-Vacant-Sites-Register-in accordance with the provisions
of the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015. These sites will be
placed on the Vacant Site Register which will be maintained and
periodically reviewed.
|CPO 6.50 | Facilitate the implementation of the Urban Regeneration and Housing
Act 2015, by utilising site activation measures, including the provision of
the Vacant Site Levy, to assist in brlnglng vacant and underutilised
zoned land into beneficial use. |

This Plan sets a framework to identify and secure the redevelopment and regeneration
of areas in need of renewal and supports the active land management_of vacant sites
to address incidents of urban decaylanetvacancy arid:underutilisationin areas where
investment has been made in“supporting infrastructure and services. The primary
objective is to facilitate long-term.economic development in the County and the
delivery of sustainable housing and.t_he generation of economic activity.

Fhe- Implementation of the Vacant Site Register undér'the Urban Regeneration and
Housing Act, 2015 requires the designation of regeneration areas’in the Development
Plan, within which vacant:sites will be identified- in accordance with statutory criteria.is
a- requ:mmenHethmplementaben&HheVaeanLS}teeReg+stepundeHheUrban
CAll*Vacant sites identified are subject to the
prowssons ofthe Urban Regenerat[on and Housing Act 2015 with respect to the Vacant
Site Levy and are deemed-designated in this Plan for ‘regeneration’ purposes—Further
Regenerataen—areas—a;e—rdentrﬂed—wh;eh—eeppespeﬂd—wth—these—apeae—fdennﬂed—as
Strategic-Sites-and-having=a- jon—objective-in-the—Longford—Town-and
Eewreeeéeeehﬁ;eaﬁkae—zmaz.? (see Appendix 3).

These areas contain lands that detract from the overall area in which they are situate,
either by way of heightened levels of vacancy (commercial, industrial, residential) or
through poor maintenance and/or dereliction, or a mix of these attributes. These areas
are prominently located and have a significant visual |mpact that affects the overall
image and investment potential of the town and environs —Strategic-Site—ro—6-is
substantially-within-the-floodplain; and—as—sueh—haete—be—vew—sens&wely—dean—wm
and-its-use-for-flood-attenuation-and-urban-fo - The
Ballyminion Area (Strategic Site number 6) contains a mix of existing uses and
includes areas subject to flood risk, which are covered by and addressed in the
constrained land use objective. A Draft Regeneration Masterplan has been prepared
for the area, to be finalised following the outcome of detailed collaboration with other
departments and agencies operating in the area.
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Many of the strategic sites within the town core have been the subject of approved
funding under the URDF. Work is ongoing in these areas and future applications under
these funds will seek to build on this investment.

Additional areas such as the Ardnacassa area of Longford Town—and—the
Lanesborough-Power-Plan-site-are-other-areas-which are suffering from social and
economic deprivation and will also be subject to designation as ‘regeneration areas’
(see Appendix 3).

Itis-anticipated-thatLongford County Council will identify additional regeneration areas
will-be-identifiedover the lifetime of this Plan in Longford town, in other settlements
throughout the County and in rural areas during the Ilfetlme of the Development Plan,
as the need arises (see Appendix 3).

[Regeneration Areas — County Policy Objectlves

It is the County Policy Objective to: :

CPO 6.51 | Promote the appropriate development and regeneratuon of the
designated ‘regeneration areas’ identified in this Plan and te-irclude
‘vacant-sites—Apply the provisions of the Urban Regeneration and
Housing Act 2015 as appropriate. " i

CPO 6.52 | Promote the development and regeneration of the strategic sites
identified in the Longford Local Area Plan_(what is the status of the
existing town plan with regard to this CDP?).::

CPO 6.53 | Identify additional ‘regeneration areas’ as required, to include areas
' suffering from social and economic deprivation, both within Longford
town and throughout the County.

[CPO 6.54 | Promote innovative solutions to ensure social, economic and
| :'environmental gain for com‘munit‘ies.l

6.5.3 |[Master Planning

This-consists-ofMasterplanning represents a holistic and collaborative approach with
overarching to—development—through—social, economic and environmental
initiativesgains. Masterplans can-behave been used as useful regeneration tools to
act as a driver for regeneration, in terms of providing a clear strategy for future
development which also provides an opportunity to tap into various funding streams.
Among the current Masterplans in County Longford are the following]

6.5.3.1 Longford—Integrated—Action—Plan—2018——Military—-Assets—as—Public
SpacesCamlin Quarter Masterplan

This plan deals with the Development of the Camlin Quarter including Connolly Barracks, Church St.+------

Great Water Street, Little Water Street_onto the Albert Reynolds Peace Park, enhancing the public
realm, investigation of potential land uses, landbank assembly and connectivity improvements. This
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plan continues to form the basis of funding applications in support of identified actions, including
large-scale development proposals under the URDF.

This-is-an-Integrated-Action-Plan-for-Connolly-Barracks-and-the-Northern-Quarter-of
Longferd-Tewn,-which-was-produced-as-partefthe-URBAGT-Military-Assets-as-Publie
Spaces-(MAPS)-project—Itrecognises-that-Longford-town-suffered-significant-decline
following—the—economic—ecrash—in—2008 —in—the—past-was—heavilyreliant op—the
construction-sector-for-employment-and-had-not experienced-the-same-growth-in-retail
or-commercial-activity-as-other-parts-of-the-country—This-was-exacerbated-by-the
d%@@mm%a%ek&w&@%%&hﬂq@%&e@@%ebm—m&e&n@a#%m
effect-on-the-wider-economy-

Eengﬁmd@eunty@eune#meegmse@#v&pete#%aﬁé%ﬁaﬂ%@%&sﬁ&te%a

Street%wel%wemm n—Street—up—te—énd—msiuehng—GeﬂﬂeHy—BaFFaeks—and

6.5.3.2 Draft Ba.'!yminidn"Regéneraﬂon M&Sterplan 2019

This draft Masterplan sets out'to stlmulate physical development that is underpinned
by a commltment to communlty development and environmental sustainability. The
Ballyminion area has been recognised as an area of strategic importance in the
Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan 2016-2022. Itis believed the area could
act as a potential catalyst for the further development of Longford Town. The region is
home to a range of commercial, community, and residential activity including Pulse
Logistics, the Primary:Care Centre, and the Glenn Riada housing estate. However;
Tthe relative isolation of the area from the town core

considerablehas facilitated—dereliction, flooding, anti-social behaviour and visual
disamenity issues. The priority of this plan is to provide coherent connections between
Gleann Riada and the town core at a pedestrian scale while promoting appropriate
development to serve the needs of the residents and generate activity to address
longstanding issues. Howaver-dDue to its proximity to the strategic road network and
town centre, it is seen as an area of unmet potential, with the exception of areas of
constrained land use related to flooding.{with-the-exception-of some-area's-within-or
adjoining-a-floedplain). The area is designated within a site resolution objective that
provides for the application nof the vacant site levy. This will be used as required in
combination with other site activation measures available to the Local Authority to
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promote As—such—it-offers—a—significant-regeneration opportunitiesty_in the area,
including addition-te-flood attenuation and urban forestry reserves.

6.5.3.3 Other Potential Masterplans

Otherareas-in-the-County-could-also-benefitfrom-such-Regeneration are progressing
with Masterplanning programme that includes Granard and Lanesboro in association
with local Communities and other key stakeholders. Master—planning—i-e—the
Ardnacassa—area—of-Lengford—tewn—In this regard Longford County Council will
continue to prepare masterplans for areas in need of regeneration throughout the
county, as these provide a clear vision for the area in terms of rejuvenation and-aid-in
seeuring-much-neededto _secure appropriate fundlng streams in-order-to-carry-out

suehfor identified projects and actions.

Feaeh@ﬁlheusues—ldentmedﬂas
3#%%—&%&4—%%@%93%@8&&%9@%@9%@%9&9@@9—&9@4

m&%ﬁm;%m@w@m&mmm;&aewepmm@m l [

Additional areas such as the Ardnacassa area of Longford Town and other areas
suffering from social and economic deprivation both within Longford town and
throughout the County will alse-be-prioritisedbe considered over the Plan lifetime.

Master Plans — County Pohcy Ob]ectlves

It is the County Policy Objectlve to:

CPO 6.55.| Develop Regene__r_a_tion MasterplansrehaHJe&pFepa{eei in-consultatien

soofwith=the Local” communitiesy and also—with—relevant—statutery

bediesother key social, economic and environmental stakeholders in the

7 public, private and voluntary sectors.

CPO 6.56 |.Carry out master planning to ensure that large-areas-of-strategic
landbanks are appropriately planned and developed in a sustainable
manner, which-—inelude—provision—for—phasing,—infrastructure
provision;addressing _accessibility to community facilities,—density:

layeut: open spaces landscaping and development design-briefs-and

statements.

CPO 6.57 Eremete—Bund on investment in the development of the-strategic sites
identified in the Longford Local Area Plan_and continue to promote

connectivity across these areas to maximise impact.-en-a-masterplan

basis.

CPO 6.58 | Finalise and-agree-a—masterplan—for-thethe Ballyminion regeneration

masterplan to promote its-appropriate regeneration-and-renaturing-of

the—floodplain—areas—of theBallyminion—area—of and to enhance

connectivity between adjacent areas and Longford Town _centre.

{ Formatted: Highlight
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social and economic deprivation both within Longford town and
throughout the County.

.CPO 6.60 | Encourage private development in accordance with a detailed and

agreed masterplan that fully addresses the potential of the site in its |
wider context. |

and EU sources and secure matched funding as appropriate as part of
the dedicated County regeneration initiative.

6.5.4 Securing Funding Streams

In applying a tailered-holistic approach to the lecation-of new-heousing-and-economic
developmentdelivery of sustainable social, econonii¢:and environmental development,
the importance of the role of regeneration in the delivery of the national strategic
outcomes_outlined in_Project Ireland 2040:is acknowledged through the Urban
Regeneration and Development Fund .(URDF) and the Rural Regeneration and
Development Fund (RRDF)._Regeneration will pursue complementary funding
streams that support broader aims to achieve these outcomes in the areas of tourism,
economic, recreation, heritage, amenity, socialinclusion and climateagtion.

6.5.4.1 Urban Regeneration and Devefdpment Fund (URDF)

The URDF which was launched in 2018 and is a ten year national programme which
sets out to support: compact sustainable development through the regeneration of
Ireland’s cities and large towns towards more compact and sustainable urban
environments in line with national and reg_ic__)nal policy. It aims to regenerate urban
areas by facilitating the'rede\relopment of the existing built fabric of settlements in
order to strengthen and support towns and c:|t|es as attractive and vibrant destinations
where people choose to live'and work, as ‘well as to invest and visit. The URDF has
an overall allocation of €2 billion'to.2027.

Longford Town (whlch has a populatlon over 10,000 persons; CSQO, 2016) is the only
town within the County of an'appropriate population for this fund, which can be secured
to regenerate the core area of town centres and bring back vitality and viability as a
sustainable town, by accommodating identified social infrastructure and economic
needs of the town. The ongoing Longford Connected project has secured €4m from
this fund, including matched funding resources. The project involves public realm,
legibility and accessibility improvements and promotes town core connectivity
between strateqgic areas, supporting walking and cycling as dominant transport modes
and enhancing the attractiveness of the core area as a place to live, work, recreate
and invest.

Ongoing_applications under this fund will focus on identified strategic sites (see
Appendix XX) and build on investment made in the public realm and supporting
infrastructure.

CPO 6.61 | Seek-Pursue targeted funding streams from a variety of local, national &
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-—&Fa%egedevelepmenpa:ea&
»+—Active-land-management;
s—Measures-to-address-building-vacansy-and-refurbishment;
+—Publicrealm-improvements:

+Enabling-infrastrusture;

o Sustainable-mability;

« Transition-tolow-carbon-and-climate resiliense.

6.5.4.2 Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF)

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) was established to support
job creation in rural areas, address de-population of rural communities and support
improvements in towns and villages with a populatmn of less than 10,000, and outlying
areas. The Government have committed €1b|ll|on to be mvested in rural Ireland over
the period 2019 to 2027. :

Apart from Longford Town (which has a population over 10,000 persons), other towns
and villages within the County would-he-of an-appropriate-pepulation-ferare eligible for
applications under this fund. Fundinghas been secured for Granard, Edgeworthstown
and Lanesboro (€XX) for town centre projects that will significantly enhance the social,
economic and environmental development potential of:ffiese towns and their rural
hinterlands. This fund provides an opportunity ‘to" support the revitalisation of rural
Ireland, to make a significant and sustainable impact on rural communities, and to
address depopulation-in small:rural towns,"villages and rural areas. It will be a key
instrument to support the objectives of ‘the NPF, and in particular to achieve
Strengthened ‘Rural Economies and: Commumtles — one of the National Strategic
Outcomes-of the ‘NPF._LCC. in c:omunctlon with local communities and other key
stakeholders will contifiue to develop projects that support the objectives of this fund
and build on investment made :

%mjes&%h%@umé%%g-h@e%&ng@@mmﬁ%m
note-is-the-following= :

The Historic Granard Motte Project

Under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) approximately
£€2.9m has been allocated to the Historic Granard Motte Project, to develop a major
tourism and amenity attraction at the site of Granard Motte, a national monument at
Granard, Co. Longford. The project will develop a heritage park on 15 acres of land
and will recreate a living Norman Village and children’s amenities. It will complement
previous successful funding applications on the site that saw the development of a
‘Knights and Conquests' Heritage Centre and an onsite café as part of the REDZ
scheme and Town and Village Renewal scheme. The Knights and Conquests
Centre is an interpretative centre telling the story of the Norman Knights in Ireland,

199

proposals-eligible-forfunding-include: -

- Formatted: Highlight




CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

allowing visitors an opportunity to walk through time and learn about life in Norman
Ireland.

The RRDF funds will be used to bring additionality to the overall project, allowing for
a tourism product of national and international scale to be opened on the site. This
will be a living history village, which will result in an immersive visitor experience on
Norman life 800 years ago, where visitors will be transported back to Norman Ireland
through a series of innovative living history displays and activities, supported by
audio-visual presentations, augmented reality, virtual reality (VR) and print. It will
link into the Granard Motte, bringing it back into playing a pivotal role in the
development of the town.

This project is a collaboration between Longford:-County Council, the local
community and Failte Ireland. The RRDF allowed this project to be significantly
scaled up to that of a tourism product that would:encourage people to visit,
enhancing the visitor experience and therefore the long-term sustainability of the
project. This means that this project will have a significant economic impact on the
town of Granard and the wider region. It is‘anticipated that in excess of 40 jobs will
be created as a result of this project and 15,000 visitors projected to visit the site
yearly, once fully operational. This will beneflt exlstlng and new busrnesses in
Granard.

lLaneshbolo:

6.5.4.3 Town and Village Renewal Scheme

The Town and Village'Renewal Scheme is a key initiative under the Action Plan for
Rural Development andis part of a range of measures to support the revitalisation of
rural Ireland: under the Government's Project Ireland 2040 Rural Regeneration
Programme.” - Towns and villages are at the heart of our rural communities and can
play an |mp0rtant role in revitalising rural Ireland. Its aim is to rejuvenate Ireland’s
rural towns and villages to make them more attractive places in which to live, work and
visit. The Scheme wn,l_‘h_e_lp build the resilience of rural communities in the face of
Brexit and can help to contribute to the transition to a low-carbon economy. A wide
range of funding has been secured in association with local communities, town teams
and local groups under this initiative to date. These projects link with other initiatives
in economic, recreation, tourism, heritage and amenity areas and support the holistic,
cross-sectoral and Countywide approach to regeneration. This programme will be
continued over the lifetime of this plan.

6.5.4.4 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS)

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Strategy plays an important part in
strengthening rural economies and communities as part of one of the strategic
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objectives of the Government's Project Ireland 2040 strategy for rural communities by
providing funding for the development of new outdoor recreational infrastructure and
for the necessary maintenance, enhancement or promotion of existing outdoor
recreational infrastructure in rural areas across Ireland. The scheme seeks to support
those sporting and recreational pursuits based on use of the resources of the
countryside that contribute to healthy active lifestyles and the economic and tourism
potential of the area for both local communities and tourist visitors alike. This fund has
promoted the development of greenway connectivity across Longford Town and
County and, in tandem with other funding streams such as DTTAS greenway funding,
Just Transition and Failte Ireland initiatives, has provided sustainable connectivity for
local communities and strategic links to national and regional networks.

/6.6  Longford Regeneration Opportumttes b

Going forward over the life time of the Development Plan Longford County councn W|I!

identify potential projects undertilising appropriate-the-various funding sources as they
become available. Among the potential projects for advancement are the following: -

6.6.1 Longford Key Town

In the RSES, Longford Town which is identified as a Gateway Region 'Key Town' is
regarded as having a particularly high ratio of jobs to resident workers, with significant
in-commuting and employment in sectors such as advanced manufacturing, agri-food
and the pharma sectors. The planned development of a creative and innovation hub
and co-working space on the Main Street are also regarded as providing a further
opportunity to drive enterprise development and entrepreneurship in the town.
Potential exists to stimulate economic development through the provision of
broadband and natural gas within the town.

It is recognised that Longford Town has a number of strategic areas that can act as
regenerative catalysts increasing the residential, economic and leisure potential of the
town centre, whilst also addressing flooding issues, vacancy, derelict buildings and
enhancing the vibrancy of the town. Key areas include the Camlin Quarter and
Ballyminion areas, with further strategic sites throughout, including possibilities within
the southern quarter of the town. The Strategic sites identified in the Longford and
Environs Local Area Plan 2016-2022, and the additional ‘regeneration areas’ identified
in this Plan (including the Ardnacassa area) will be targeted for specific action. The
Longford Flood Relief Scheme will address flood considerations and support
appropriate use of riverside locations. There are opportunities for improved links
between both ends of the town and enhanced rejuvenation of, and connections
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between, the Royal Canal Greenway, the former location of the canal harbour in the

vicinity of the Market Square and the Albert Reynolds Peace Park (the Mall).

Longford Town Regeneration Opportunities — County Policy Objectives

Jtis the County Policy Objective to;

the associated co-ordination of relevant stakeholders in recognition of
its ‘Key Town’ status within the County.
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Support Longford Town as a strategic portal to the northwest.
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growth centre of Athlone

Support Longford Town in its role as a support centre to the regional
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reskilling initiatives with a pamcular focus on climate action and the
green economy -centre. ;

innovation centre in_collaboration with educational institutions and

CPO 6.66

Support the development of Longford Town as a tourism hub.

LCPO 6.67

by physical regeneration, plannlng, lnvestment and commumty
development. i

Support social inclusion measures including the revitalisation of areas |
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_Support the plan-led development and regeneratlon of publlcty owned | .-

land banks in the town for residential, employment, education,
community, cultural and recreational opportunities.

CPO 6.69

Support the consolidation of the town centre'and the enhancement and
linking of brownfield and outlying sites to the town centre, with a focus
on the regeneration of underused buildings and strategic sites.

CPO6.70

Enhance accessibility and sustainable mobility within the town centre by
improving links between the core and surrounding areas through the

-|-further |ntegrat|0n of publ|c transport, walking and cycling facilities.

CPO6.71

Connect educational, recreational, employment, civic and town centre
economle ac_:tlwty, and in particular improve the relationship between the
Albert Reynolds Peace Park (the Mall) and the town core.

CPO6.72.

Build on recreational, amenity and tourism investment and the profile of

‘the. Camlin River in Longford Town through the strategic development
of recreaﬂonal tra|ls and networks and the promotion of appropriate and
Complementarv uses.

CPOB.73

Greate-Continue to consolidate north-south linkages from the Canal to
the Camlin River incorporating the Royal Canal Greenway and Albert
Reynolds Peace Park (the Mall), linking areas of tourism and amenity
potential such as; Gennelly—Barracksthe Camlin Quarter, St. Mel's
Cathedral, the Backstage Theatre in relation to the town core.

CPO 6.74

Promote the development of the Camlin Quarter area of Longford Town
as outlined in the Camlin Quarter Masterplanin-accordance—with-the
Integrated-—Action—Plan—2018—or-other—relevant-subsequent—plan—/
strategy-_by enhancing the public realm, investigation of potential land

uses, strategic landbank assembly and connectivity improvements.
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

Great Water Street, Little Water Street onto the Albert Reynolds Peace

Park (the Mall), by-enhancingthe public-realm;-investigation-ef-potential
land-uses-landbank-assembly-and-connectivity-improvements: N
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CPOB6.76

Work with elected members and support community capacity building
through Town Teams and the URBACT Local Group, in identifying
developing and delivering improved-collaborative regeneration_projects.

CPOB.77

Recognise-the-importance-ofDeliver universal accessibility as part of
project implementation and promote relevant jlnitiatives in conjunction
with representative organisations, building on connectivity and amenity
which-will-include-various interventions in the Albert Reynolds Peace
Park (the Mall), the—progress-of-the Longford Connected Project to
addm%ge%&ma%eaequmea@@m&ms@menmpether
Felemnmﬂg%eam%wemﬂe—me—@amhﬂ—&@geand other
investment, particularly in relatlon to the Stl‘atBQlC sites identified in
Longford Town.

ICPO6.78 |

Support the development of prOJects identified in the Millitary-Assets-as

any other relevant plan or strategy for Longford Town.:

Public-Spaces-Integrated-Action-Camlin Quarter MasterplanPlan and

CPO6.79

Promote the development of the Ballyminion Area of Longford Town in
accordance with an adopted Masterpian for the area, or other relevant
subsequent plan / strategy..|

CPO 6.80

the Enterprise, Infrastructure and’ Planmng ‘departments on potential
land actwatlon and flood control measures, and with other stakeholders

in the' publlc and prlvate sector as appropnate

Address barriers to developmentln the Ballymmlon area, consulting with

6.6.2 Othe
There are m
which are al

r Locations

any other specific areasin need of regeneration outside of Longford Town,

so addressed in terms of regeneration over the duration of the Plan.

Regeneration Oppdrtunities (Other Locations) — County Policy Objectives

It is the County Policy Objective to:

ICPO 6.81

Promote the delivery of resource-based tourism initiatives at Granard,
Edgeworthstown, Ballymahon, Lanesborough (in conjunction with
Roscommon County Council) and Drumlish and provide enhanced,
sustainable links between these in conjunction with the community,
Waterways Ireland and Bord na Mona.

CPO 6.82

Ensure-aContinue the coordinated approach to development of rural
and urban areas, greenways, blueways, and the development of
Longford, Ballymahon and Lanesborough as destination towns which
are part of wider national and regional networks. |

CPO 6.83

L

relevant Initiatives in conjunction with representative organisations,

Recognise-the-impertance-ofEnsure universal accessibility and promote '
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

which will include provision of a walkway installation in Drumlish, and
universal access to GAA facilities throughout the County.

CPO 6.84 | Build on tourism investment in Center Parcs-and-enhance—Longford
County—-as—a—destination,—by—enhaneing, the Royal Canal, Dublin-
Westport Greenway, and Mid-Shannon Wilderness Park through the
strategic development of recreational trails and networks_and promte
tandem investment in accommodation provision to secure Longford
County as a destination.

6.6.3 Climate Change-Actionand ‘Just Transmon Fund Opportunities
ificant-the

bnahenaHeveLThe Climate Action Fund ﬁuﬂdmgunder the National Development Plan
2018-2027 is provided to support positive climate action through-the-Climate-Action
Fund-which-aims-te supporting large-scale, high impact climate action projects which
will leverage investment by public and private bodies. The Fund Wl|| have an allocation
of at least €500m over the period to 2027. The Chmate Action Fund includes the
objective of funding initiatives that contribute to the achlevement of Ireland’s climate
and energy targets in a cost-effective manner. It also offers the potential for innovative
interventions which, in the absence of suppor‘( from the Fund would not otherwise be
developed. |

Interms-of theThe “Just Transition’ process is:a global concept that promotes equitable
transition from dependence on:fossil fuel’resources to renewable alternatives while
protecting communities from negative impacts. Fundthis-also-relates-totheprovision
andreneeuragemen%eﬁeeelegeakenwenmentally -and-climate-friendly-initiatives: -As
pa#eﬂheeehem&aUnderthen EU Start Engagement Process, the Midlands Regional
Transition Team (MRTT) I&eellatmgrecewed proposals for projects which-canto assist
a positive " transition from: peat” harvestlng and power generation in affected
communities and related groups in the wider Midland Region. —n-this—regard-an

ns-can-make-proposals-and
gwe&rdeasan@msrght&engetenﬁa%pe&eﬂpmjeet&and activities-whish-ceuld-help
create-a-more positive-future for communities-affected by-peat phase-out—Registering
projects-through-this- Engagement Process;-is-the first-stage-in-applyingfor-funds-from
the-JustTFransitionFund—Community based organisations, public, private and third
sector organisations can-makewere invited as part of this process to make proposals

on potential types-of-projects and activities to affect climate action andwhich-could help
create a more positive future for communities affected by peat phase out. Longford
County Council were successful in_securing support for a feasibility study on the
development of renewable eneray and associate circular economic activities at
Lanesboro under this fund.
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

Objectives

Climate Action and ‘Just Transition’ Fund Opportunities — County Policy

It is the County Policy Objective to:

CPO 6.85

Support the development and delivery of projects in County Longford
under the Just Transition Fund and—as—identified—in—any—related
Implementation-Plansin collaboration with local communities and other
key Stakeholders

[cPo 6.86

Energy Projects. |

[cPO 6.87

Examine the potential for using the existing infrastructure in the Lough

Ree power plant and adjacent lands in Lanesborough for the
development of an eneutgyltaumhubrenewable resources and the

{Formatted.- Highlight ]
eSS {Commented [AMA42]: Are there specific areas identified? ]

circular economy.-inthe-midlands- ]

CPO 6.88

Further expand the Electric Vehlcle" (EV) charging infrastructure

nationallynetwork meludmg—the—enhan@ement—ef—@he-sha@mg—net\mm
in County Longford.

[ Commented [AMA43]: This process is underway with MRTT

CPO 6.89

Support the development of dlgltal Hubs for Remote Working in County
Longford.

CPO 6.90

Work with Gas Networks Ireland Teagasc, Irish Water Bord na Mona,
Just-Transition-process;-and the: Pprivate sector in association with
targeted funding streams to develop and deliver renewablg energy
solutlons and to develop the circularéconomy.

CP0O 6.91

Béggﬁmpmpﬂsaﬁ thatfo
onwill be proofed to enstre sustamable responses to Climate Change
mitigation and-adaptation:.

| CP0 6.92

Seek-toutiliseUtilise the-Couneil-response- te Climate Action€hange-as
a catalyst for future regeneration within the county and ensure the
alignment-.of all future proposals with its—Climate—Change—Actions

.|-ardand the: Climate Action Plan relevant-and local policy_actions;-and

as contained::in”_the ™" Lbanord -County Council Climate Change

Adaptation Strategy 2019 —2024 and updates.

working group —outcomes anticipated Q1 2021
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

6.7 Regeneration Climate Context and Associated Actions

In accordance with the format set out in Chapter 3: Climate Change of this Plan, the
following is an assessment of the content of this chapter in a Climate Context and
associated Actions.

[Stopping CO2 emissions from fossil fuels today will not reverse the damage already
been inflicted on the planet®. Climate change will continue to advance but at a slower
rate if action is not implemented. Never has regeneration played such in pivotal role
in its ability to deliver not just ‘carbon-neutral’, but ‘carbon negative’ development. This
challenge is set against a world where more than one million people every week
relocate from rural to urban environments, each with the expectation of better access
to jobs, education, health care, housing and quality of life®.

Urban Regeneration has been defined as "a comprehensive and integrated vision and
action which leads to the resolution of urban problems and which seeks to bring about
a lasting improvement in the economic, physical, social and environmental conditions
of an area that has been subject to change™. The sustainable delivery of this concept
can be simply achieved by, putting brownfield and empty buildings first, applying
higher densities, engaging with existing communities, encouraging mixed use
development, using sustainable energy and causing minimal environmental impact.

In order to make our towns and cities more sustainable, they must be made more
compact, better connected and less damaging to the environment; as the less dense
our cities, the further the sprawl, the worse the traffic problem. Encouraging and
replicating mixed-use, closely knit neighbourhoods ordered around streets and open
spaces through good design and planning, intensifying and maximising mixed-use
development while protecting the character of existing communities remains constant.

Regeneration has the potential to extend its scope well beyond the traditional realms
of urban design and immerse itself into agriculture, technology, waste, and even
human behaviour or biophilic design to combat climate change. Biophilic design is
based on using nature-based systems, engineering principles (low energy buildings)
and design cues to ultimately improve our environment, health and efficiency.

Four funds are available under ‘Project lreland 2040 designed to stimulate renewal
and investment in rural and urban and urban areas, the environment and innovation.
These consist of the Climate Action Fund, Urban Regeneration and Development
Fund (URDF), Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) and the Disruptive
Technologies Innovation Fund, all of which have the potential to play a leading role in

4 Mauristen, T. & Pinus, P, (2017), ‘Committed warming inferred from observations’, Nature Climate Change Journal, 31 July 2017,
https://www.nature.com/articles/nclimate3357

5 International Organisation for Migration (2015), ‘World Migration Report 2015, Overview — Migrants and Cities: New Partnerships to
Manage Mobility’.

https://www.lom.int/sites/default/files/country/docs/syria/IOM-World-Migration-Report-2015-Overview.pdf

¢ Roberts, P (2000), ‘The Evelution, definition and Purpose of Urban R ion’, Urban Reg ation Handbook, London, SAGE
Publications, UK,

https://www.scirp.org/(S(czeh2tfayw20rz553k1w0r45))/reference/ReferencesPapers.aspx?ReferencelD=2167998
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CHAPTER 6: REGENERATION

Regeneration Climate Actions
Longford County Council shall:

A6.1 Discourage single land use and typologies within large scale
developments, as considered by the Planning Authority.
AB.2 Require all large-scale developments (as determined by the Planning

Authority) to submit supporting and professionally prepared carbon
footprint calculations, and an outline of the proposed measure to be
implememtedicefeetisamed

AB.3 Require—anSeek to develop an annual flagship Regeneration
application.project fto exclude those relating to trails, exclusively for the |
benefit of climate-changeaction.

IAG.4 Prepare a marketing leaflet for Longford Town and towns within the
functional area to encourage development within the serviced
settlements. |

Promote consolidation and reduce need to travel through in_crgaSinG the iveness of settlements as places
to live, :

Provide sustainable alternatives to travel such as rural’ “Lorklnu hubs and nedesman conne ivity between places
of attraction in rural and urban areas

Increase sustainability of travel by provision:of EV charging Domts 3s art of regeneration pro g ts, investigating
the potential of renewable CNG as a transgog fuel and enhancing’ access to public transport, particularly in rural
areas
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Chapter /: Placemaking

Should be read in conjunction with Regeneration Sectiod

7.1 Introduction

Placemaking relates to the interrelationship and connection between people and the
spaces they use. It includes how people move around places, the buildings and
structures and their uses as well as the open space and landscape of an area and
place_and how these elements combine to influence the perception, legibility and
identity of an area. It therefore requires a peoplepedestrian-centred-focused approach
to the planning, design and management of our settlements and the built environment,
utilising specific uses and features as assets from which to build a distinct sense of
place. Placemaking is underpinned by good urban design, which seeks to create
public spaces that are vibrant, distinctive, safe and accessible and which promote and
facilitate social interaction, creating an attractive environment to promote investment
and economic growth.

|Placemaking is an essential link between spatial planning and improving people’s
quality of life through the creation of attractive places to live, work, visit and invest.
The place or environment in which we live or work, including its physical nature and
social environment or community has a profound impact on our physical and mental
health well-being. The availability ef-and accessibility teof; services is key to creating
healthier and inclusive places. This includes access to adequate housing and
employment choice, supported by good healthcare and education, quality public realm
and access to nature, the arts and cultural heritage. !

There are \s:gnlﬂcant natlonal and reg|onal policy reqwrements along with section 28

guidelines which relate to Placemaklng In‘working towards establishing viable and

sustainable communities, it is important to ensure that the Development Plan is
underpinned:by. policies and. proposals that are consistent with overarching national
and regional guidance and policies in respect of social and community development.
The national strategic outcomes.of the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the
regional: poltcv objectives:of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES)
place a new policy emphasis on'sustainable renewaling and-developingof ex&stlng
urban settlements. The importance of healthy, inclusive placemaking and the provision
of a high quality:public realm with a vibrant use mix, including adequate social
infrastructure, climate action ‘supports and biodiversity enhancement -are central
components of same.:. - The COVID-19 crisis and subsequent lockdowns have
highlighted the need for.good placemaking practice. Strong accessible connections to
amenity areas and recreational facilities- for residents of Longford town core in
particular, were essential during this time and provide insight into the development
requirements of future proposals to enhance liveability and the maintenance of local
economies in the County over the plan period.

7.2  Statutory Context

Section 10(2) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, sets out a list
of mandatory objectives to be included in a Development Plan. A number of these
objectives relate to social infrastructure, either directly or indirectly. The creation of
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healthy, socially inclusive communities is a cross cutting theme of the Development
Plan.

7.3 Policy Context

[7.3.1 National Planning Framework (NPF) 2018
The National Planning Framework (NPF) in Chapter 6 ‘People, Homes and
Communities’ outlines how location, place and accessibility influence the quality of life
thatpeopleenjoy. |

[7.3.2 Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Spatial Economic Strateqy (RSES)
The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern and Midland
Regional Assembly (EMRA) emphasises the concept of Placemaking as a tool to
enable sustained economic growth and employment, including the integration of better
urban design, public realm, amenities and heritage to create attractive and liveable
places that support active lifestyles and human health. The RSES addresses a wide
range of issues including education, health, sports and community facilities and
attempts to address mis-alignment in the Region across a range of factors including
school provision, facilities and child-friendly amenities.

The following Regional Strategic OUtcomés (RSQ) are of note: -

~_..--~| Commented [AMA4]: Cross refer to relevant section in

regeneration that addresses interconnectedness of NSOs in a
Longford context — RRDF, URDF etc

- RSO 2: Promote the regeneration of our cities, towns and villages by making
better use of under-used land and buildings within the existing built-up urban
footprint and to drive the delivery of quality housing and employment choice for
the Region's citizens. . . :

- RSO 3: Support sustainable rural development and strengthen rural networks,
economies and communities. Manage urban generated growth in areas under
strong urban influence and encourage sustainable growth in areas that have
experienced decline or stagnation.

- RSO0 4: Protect and enhance the quality of our built and natural environment to
support active lifestyles including walking and cycling, ensure clean air and water
for all and quality healthcare and services that support human health.

- RSO0 5 Enhance, integrate and protect our arts, culture and heritage assets to
promote creative places and heritage led regeneration.

The County Development Plan has been aligned to the Regional Strategic Outcomes
(RSOs) and associated relevant Regional Policy Objectives (RPOs).

7.3.3 Framework for Town Centre Renewal, 2017

This sets out key characteristics of a successful town centre and includes an Action
Plan for Town Centre Renewal. 'Key Attributes' for successful town centres are also
listed which include the following Strategies:

¢ A Placemaking Strategy — to ensure that a town positions itself as an attractive
location for investment, for talent and as a place to enjoy a good quality of life

___.--="| Commented [AMS5]: Cross refer to Relevant regeneration
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and the need for planning policy to place greater emphasis on placemaking for
town centres at the key stages of development of Local Area Plans and
Development Plans.

e A Visual Appearance Strategy — to ensure that town centres are attractive
places to visit if they are to succeed and thrive and in particular the importance
of revitalising existing spaces incrementally rather than depending on large-
scale redevelopment.

Longford County Council is committed to ensuring a plan-led and delivery focused
approach to securing compact sustainable growth centred on the principles of
placemaking and the provision of social infrastructure in accordance with the National
Planning Framework, the Eastern and Midlands Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy and the relevant guidance documents. :

7.4  County Longford Placemaking Strategy
7.4.1 Healthy Placemaking

Healthy placemaking seeks to protect and enhance the unlque identity and character
of places and to facilitate improvements to human wellbeing and the:quality of life that
comes from the interaction of people and their environment. The creation of healthy
and attractive places requires:ongoing improveéments to the physical and social
infrastructure of urban centres. Placemaking is underpinned by good urban design,
which seeks to create public spaces that are vibrant, distinctive, safe and accessible
and which promote and facilitate social interaction. | :

Figure 7.1: Pléggmaking Strategy (EMRA RSES, p205).
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Public realm
Promota good urban design ta create

vibrant urban centres and sttraclive,
safe and acressible public spaces '

- Physical Infrastructure

 Provide good connectivity and
- infrastructure 1o altract investrment and
diversfy local econoimiss

Sustainable travel
Priuriltse walking, cycling and
suslalnable travel in the planning,
layout and design of places

Healthy
Placemaking

Improve both physical andsocial
infrastructure to create places that
are heaithy and attractive tolive,
work, visitand investini.

Recreation and
open space
Provide access o nature a1d graen
spaces, and play and sctive
recreation apportunilies

Strong Inclusive >
com%nuni!les \

Ensure good acceds Lo health,
education and services for alf ages,
abifities and backgrounds

Promol

Sense uf place

climate action, green |nfrastmclure and biodiversity? and as such incorporates both
tangible and non-tangible elements (see Figure 7.1). It incorporates an appropriate
recognition and placé ‘ent of the role of the town centre, associated good town centre
management, public realm works and the creation of creative spaces and the provision
of adequate social infrastructure.

IA key element of healthy placemaking is the need to ensure the provision of
alternatives to the car in the design of streets and public spaces, and to prioritise and
promote cycling and walking as active means of transport. The provision of high-
quality public transport, greenways and cycleways can enhance areas, contributing to
more attractive places and creating opportunities to be physically active, and reduce
the negative consequences of car-based commuting.E

The Eastern and Midland RSES identifies ‘Healthy Placemaking’ as one of the 3 no.
key principles for growth, which aims 'to promote people's quality of life through the
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creation of healthy and aftractive places fo live, work, visit and study in’. In terms of
regional guidance, the EMRA RSES contains a number of Guiding Principles for
Healthy Placemaking which have been incorporated into the Development Plan.

EMRA Guiding Principles for Healthy Placemaking

e Good urban design principles are integrated into the layout and design of new
development, as set out in Departmental Guidelines "Sustainable Residential
Development in Urban Areas’ and the ‘Design Manual for Urban Roads and
Streets (DMURS)’

o Future development prioritises the need for people to be physically active in
their daily lives and to promote walking and cycling in the design of streets and
public spaces

o New schools and workplaces are linked to walking and cycling networks

e Exposure of children to the promotion of unhealthy foods is reduced such as
the careful consideration of the location of fast food outlets in the vicinity of
schools and parks

o Provision of open space should consider types of recreation and amenity uses
required

e Public open spaces to have good connectivity and be accessible by safe,
secure walking and cycling routes

e Open space to be planned for on a multi-functional basis incorporating
ecosystem services, climate change measures, Green Infrastructure and key

landscape features in their design.

In this regard the Development Plan sets out to protect and enhance the unique
identity and character of Longford's towns:and villages and improve quality of life and
well-being through the-application-of Healthy Placemaking, underpinned by good
urban design, with the creation of attractive public spaces that are vibrant, distinctive,
safe and-accessible and which:promote and facilitate positive social interaction.

It is also recognised that'in accordance with Regional Policy Objective (RPO 9.10),
there is a need to provide alternatives to the car, and to prioritise and promote cycling
and walking in'the design of streets and public spaces. Regard has been given to both
the ‘Guiding Principles for Healthy Placemaking’ and ‘Integration of Land Use and
Transport' as set out in the RSES and to national policy as set out in ‘Sustainable
Residential Development in Urban Areas’ and the '‘Design Manual for Urban Roads
and Streets (DMURS)".

Healthy Placemaking — County Policy Objectives

It is the County Policy Objective to:

ICPO 7.1 | Support new development which supports public health policy.

CPO 7.2 | Promote the development of healthy and attractive places by ensuring
exposure of children to the promotion of unhealthy foods is reduced
such as through the careful consideration of the location of fast food
outlets in the vicinity of schools and parks|
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CPO 7. 3 | Provide alternatives-to-the-car-and-toContinue to prioritise and promote
cycling and walking in the design of streets and public spaces_through
enhanced physical, visual and perceptual connectivity.

Encourage sustainable and low carbon transport modes through the
promotion of alternative modes of transport and ‘walkable communities’,
whereby—a—range-of facilities—and-services-between residential, anpd
employment centres and services including childcare, heathcare and
education will be accessible within short walking or cycling distance.
Have regard to the Guiding Principles for ‘Healthy Placemaking’ and
‘Integration of Land Use and Transport’ as set out in the EMRA RSES.
Have regard to national policy as set out in ‘Sustainable Residential
Development in Urban Areas’ and the ‘Design Manual for Urban Roads
and Streets (DMURS)". |

CPO 7.4

cCPO 7.5

CPO7.6

ICPO 7.7
built environment, and in particular for the needs of an ageing
population)
Promote the development of heallhy and attractive places by ensuring:
¢ Provision of open space should consider types of recreation and
amenity uses required;:

e Public open spaces to have good connectivity and be accessible
by safe, secure walking and cycling routes;

e Open space to be planned for on a multi-functional basis
incorporating ecosystem services, climate change—Action
measures, Green Infrastructure and key landscape features in
their design. | :

cPO7.8

7.4.2 Elements of Placemaking
Placemaking includes many elements, the pr|nC|pa| ones of which are addressed
accordmgly :

[7.4.2.1 Public Realm Improvementd

Public realm.comprises of the public outdoor”spaces accessible to everyone, “from

squares, parks.and open ‘spaces to the footpaths and the streets that link them.
Effective public realm intervéntions can dramatically improve human wellbeing and the
vitality and viability of town and villages centres by enhancing the attractiveness of
places for business investment, as well as for residents, workers, visitors and
shoppers. Public realm-plays a vital role in presenting the identity, character, image
and 'atmosphere' of our towns and villages. Social activity in the public realm is heavily
dependent on the quality of the built environment

Poorly considered infrastructure such as overhead wiring, excessive or garish signage
and advertising, and an array of street furniture styles can be detrimental to the visual
amenity of public spaces. It is essential that a consistent approach is maintained in
the selection of street furniture, materials and installations rather than an ad-hoc mix
of styles. A simple, uncluttered and consistent design approach is considered as the
key to success. For example, in historic quarters, traditional signage, lighting columns
and benches may be more appropriate, whereas a more contemporary modern
approach would be suited for new innovative developments.

Cater for all levels of disability, through the appropriate mitigation of the o
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The concept of creative placemaking presents an opportunity to evolve our existing
urban spaces to create attractive and memorable places that interweave and
showcase Longford's arts, culture and heritage as part of the urban fabric.
Development should contribute to the creation of a distinct sense of place and identity
that not only facilitates, but encourages and creates opportunities for activity and
interaction, from simple day to day activity to social, seasonal and planned events. It
is important therefore that proposals for development show regard to existing features
of interest and incorporate such features into design proposals. It is also recognised
that the installation of Public Art can provide for interesting and creative focal points
within our towns and villages.

Public Realm Improvements — County Policy Objectlves

It is the County Policy Objective to:

CPO 7.9 Prepare Design Guidelines to prowde for improvements in the
appearance of streetscapes and for revitalising spaces.

CPO 7.10 | Promote the-value-of-placemaking in town centres, by preparing a
Placemaking Strategy for the towns of Longford, Edgeworthstown,
Ballymahon, Granard and Laneshorough, and any other urban areas
as deemed appropriate.

CPO 7.11 | Seek funding to support the preparation of site- spemﬂc Public Realm
Strategies to enhance the unique characteristics and assets of
Longford's towns and villages.

CPO 7.12 | Ensure the best quality of desiagn is achieved for all new commercial
and residential development, which respects and enhances the
specific characteristics of the different towns and villages in the
County, by promoting quality urban design that accommodates
creative patterns of use having regard to the physical, cultural, and
social identities of individual settlements_ building on existing

% investment in these measures to date. \

CPO7.13 | Provide: for improvements to.the appearance of streetscapes and
R revitalisation of ‘public spaces for example with cost effective,

temporary uses that build on the longer-term vision for space.

CPO 7.14 | Apply the following key attributes when considering public realm and

public space enhancements:

e Accessible - connected and linked permeable spaces to ensure
ease of movement;

o Functional - safe, adaptable and social environments to attract
and foster activity;

e Attractive - visually pleasing spaces with high quality design,
materials and installations (lighting, furniture and signage)
based on a singular common design theme;

o Distinctive - reference to local context and building on the
character and identity of place.

7.4.2.2 Universal Design
Universal Design refers to the design and composition of an environment so that it can
be accessed, understood and used to the greatest extent possible by everyone.
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Successful public spaces are multi-dimensional and appeal to people of all abilities,
young and old, for a variety of reasons and purposes with a central focus on improving
quality of life. In catering for various cohorts in terms of older persons and disabled
persons, young families etc., it is important to recognise that successful buildings,
urban spaces and public realms should not only be attractive but should serve a
functional purpose that is easily accessible to everyone, regardless of age or ability. It
is therefore important in the creation of new or adapted built environments that an
inclusive universal design approach is undertaken. Quality placemaking should
integrate the principles of universal access in the design of buildings, housing, public
realm, amenities and transport services to create places that are safe, easy to move
around and accessible to all (National Disability Authority ‘Building for Everyone: A
Universal Design Approach’). ;

Universal Design = County Policy Objectives =
It is the County Policy Objective to: RSO

CPO 7.15 | Require proposals for public “realm-“and built environment
enhancements, include inclusive universal design principles.

CPO 7.16 | Require that all new developments and social infrastructure provision,
including public open spaces, are accessible and inclusive for a range
of users and provide for an age friendly and disability friendly society by
way of appropriate design of the built. environment. x

ICPO 7.17 | Promote simple and considered design interventions in urban
environments as follows:

e Elimination of stepped features to facilitate wheelchair users and
to assist people with prams, suitcases or shopping trolleys, those
using walking or mobility aids and people with impaired vision;

e - Use of clear, well-placed signage and way-marking using
recognised symbols or pictograms and visual supports to help
the visually impaired and people with reading or cognitive
difficulties and which can be understood by different language
speakers;

e Provision of sensory-friendly designs and layouts, with
considered lighting and wayfinding installations together with
sensory sensitive physical spaces to provide an inclusive and
autism friendly environment;

«Provision of designated parking spaces for older persons close
to shopping centre entrances and any other such places as
deemed appropriate;

e Provision of outdoor retractable seating for older and infirmed
persons;

e Provision of seating areas for older persons and infirmed persons
in commercial and retail premises. F

7.4.2.3 Town Centre Placemaking

Successful town centres are the chosen destinations that attract a variety of people
offering retail, business, hospitality and a range of amenities and services, thus playing
an important and influential role in supporting and promoting local economic growth.
They are the destinations that represent the social and economic heartbeat of our
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towns with an active role in retaining the vibrancy and vitality of the urban fabric.
Successful town centres are people-orientated places - they present attractive and
welcoming destinations, where residents and visitors can enjoy a safe, pleasant and
vibrant destination and where businesses can thrive, in turn adding value to the vitality
and vibrancy. However town centres are facing challenges presented by the growth
of online shopping. It is therefore essential that our town centres adapt and offer more
than the traditional ‘high street’ retail offering. As such to maintain and create activity
in town centres, ongoing physical and social infrastructure improvements are required.
It is important to provide a competitive mix of compatible uses, including retail and
non-retail/fentertainment (café's, bars, restaurants) providing for a bustling vibrant
atmosphere attracting people to work, live and recreate in the same area. Thisis dealt
with in more detail in Chapter 8: Economic Development.

The Town Centre Renewal Framework (2017).outlines the key attributes of a
successful town centre and identifies existing stpports.and best practice examples
from around the country. The Framework includes an Action Plan for Town Centre
Renewal which is intended to be a blueprint for towns and villages that also provides
a structure for collaborative partnerships among stakeholders to achieve successful
town centre renewal, whether a large town or small village.

Town Centre Placemaking — County Pollcy Objectwes

It is the County Policy Objective to:

CPO 7.18 | Support investment .in“town and village centres so that they can

become more sustainable places for commun|t|es to live, work and

enjoy.

ICPO 7.19 | Promote a range of complimentary commermal activities in existing

buildings previously in single commercial use. | .

CPO 7.20 | Ensure that all town and wllage centre proposals positively enhance

_| the public realm.

CPO 7.21:|:Support the key attributes and strategies of the Framework for Town
20 | Centre.Renewal 2017. :

CPO7.22 | Supportthe use of targeted financial incentives to strengthen the role

' -| of town and villages centres (could refer to incentives outlined under

|:active land management).

[7.4.2.4 Regeneration
In terms of placemaking this overlaps with the concept of regeneration. A central
objective of this Plan is to regenerate the County’s towns and villages by making better
use of under-used land and buildings within the existing built-up urban footprint (see
Chapter 3: Core Strategy and Housing and Chapter 6 Regeneration for more detail).
Given the varied nature and attributes of the town and village centres in Longford,
these chapters provide a framework to guide new development, regeneration and
renewal of our towns and villages. |

7.4.2.5 Industry and Enterprise Placemaking

While a range of factors is required to attract inward investments such as good access
and location, success is hugely dependent on the quality and appropriateness of the
facilities provided. In an increasingly competitive business market, investing in design
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and innovation can serve to assist Longford with a comparative advantage. In order to
sustain a competitive business edge, it is important that applications for new business
and enterprise sites are accompanied by a Design Statement, which supports the local
topography of the area and is underpinned by sustainable and energy efficient
development and transportation principles.

Also the Longford Economic Strategy as detailed in Chapter 8: Economic
Development encompasses the creation of ‘live work’ communities by promoting
economic development in tandem with an inclusive and diverse community structure.
This will allow people not just to live in the County, but also to invest in, work in and
learn in Longford.

Industry and Enterprise Placemaking - County Pohcy Objectives

It is the County Policy Objective to:

CPO 7.23 | Require all new enterprise / |ndustry proposals to submit Design
Statements which provide a positive visual presence underpinned by
sustainable and energy efficient principles. ™

CPO 7.24 | Ensure Greenfield Developments integrate withexisting landscape
features and incorporate natural features into the site layout.

ICPO 7.25 | Require industry / enterprise proposals to be accompanied with a
Mobility Management Plan to include a site-specific programme to
facilitate and promote sustainable operational practtces including the
use of public transport sennces walking and cycling. |

7.4.3 Social and Communlty Infrastructure :

Part of placemaking is the provision of adequate social'and community infrastructure.
Successful places support a wide range of services and facilities that meet local and
strategic needs and contribute towards a good quality of life. Such social infrastructure
plays an important role in‘developing strong ‘and inclusive communities and includes
facilities in relation:to, health;. education, :libraries, childcare, recreation, cultural
facilities, :burial grounds and emergency facilities. Social infrastructure should be
easily accessible by walking, cyclmg and public transport. Shared use and co-location
of facilities should be encouraged, in.order to align service provision, use land more
efficiently and facilitate oppartunities for further inclusion and community participation.

Over the lifetime ~of. the -Development Plan population growth and changing
demographics will require a policy response to ensure positive health outcomes for
children, young people, older people, and families to support the population throughout
life stage development. In catering for the provision of adequate social and
community infrastructure, the County faces a number of challenges in terms of
placemaking and its demographic components. Understanding the County’s
demographic structure is central to preparing a strategy which will address future
community needs. The CSO figures highlight demographic pressures that will likely
remain a feature in the County.

[7.4.3.1 Growing Population
County Longford has experienced significant population growth. In 2011 County
Longford had a population of 39,000 persons, which grew by 4.8% (1,873 persons) to
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40,873 persons by 2016. Taking account of the characteristics of the growth
categories this has implications in terms of social infrastructure provision.

7.4.3.2 Growing Youth Cohort

According to Census 2016, the population aged 19 years and under in County
Longford accounted for 12,111 persons, equating to 29.6 % of the to the total county
population and an increase of 1.8 % (695 persons) since the 2011 Census. This
generates requirements for provision of adequate childcare, educational facilities and
other associated infrastructure provision.

7.4.3.3 Ageing Population

According to Census 2016, the population aged 65 years and over in County Longford
accounted for 5,824 persons (14.3%) of the total population, equating to an increase
of 19.3% since the 2011 Census. Nationally the demographic of Ireland'’s population
is changing with an increasing ageing population. By 2026 there will be 1.15 million
people in Ireland aged 60 or over, representing almost one out of every four people.

Figure 7.2: Changing Demographic Profile — Age Structure 2016 to 2031
(Source: CSO) ..
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Figure 7.2 shows the largest increases in population are expected in the 50 to 55 age
cohort to 2031. The persons aged over 65 is projected to increase significantly in the
coming years, with the RSES projecting that growth rates of persons aged over 85's
set to almost double. Likewise, the age profile of County Longford, over the coming
years it is expected to follow a trend of an increasing ageing population.

7.4.3.4 Disabled Population

There were 5,916 persons registered as living with a disability or chronic illness in
Longford equating to 15% of the County's population and representing an increase of
9.5 % on previous 2011 census figures. The Longford figure is also higher than the



national figure of 13.5%. This must be acknowledged in terms of the provision of
healthy placemaking and adequate social infrastructure provision.

7.4.3.5 Ethnic Groups

Migration is recognised as a key driver of future population growth over the lifetime of
the EMRA RSES, with Longford specifically identified as demographically diverse
within the State. In fact, Longford is identified as a settlement which has more than a
quarter of its residents born outside the State. Between 2011 to 2016, nationally only
eight counties recorded an increase in their non-Irish national population, with the
County of Longford having the second largest increase where the non-Irish population
increased by 502 persons (9.1 %). .

Figure 7.3 shows the 10 towns where more than 26 per cent of the population were
non-lrish.  This shows that County Longford has 3 towns (Edgeworthstown,
Ballymahon and Longford) among the top 10 towns identified nationally with the
highest proportion of non-Irish nationals. .- :

Figure 7.3: Towns with the highest pe'rcentag,e of non-lrish nationals, 2016

: % of non-Number ofThe largest

Town County tNeus'irc'lZirts Oflrish non-lrish non-lrish glg)up
~__nationals  nationals (number)

Ballyhaunis Mayo 2,383 395 =941 Polish — 159
EdgeworthstownLongford 2,062 ~32.3 667 Polish — 163
Ballymahon Longford 1,866 321 599 Polish — 273
Ballyjamesduff Cavan . 2,689 30.2 812 Polish — 311
Monaghan Monaghan?7,597 30.1 2,287 %lt(l)’\ct)fnlan "
Saggart Dublin". 3,145 28.9 909 Polish — 326
Longford: . Longford - 10,011 274 2,740 Polish - 1,004
Cahir Tipperary 3,590 27.3 979 Polish — 340
Gort Galway 2,951 26.6 785 Brazilian — 397

Cavan Cavan 10,656 26.2 2,790 Polish — 827

Edgewowthstown with 667 persons representing 32.2 per cent of the total population;
Ballymahon with 599 persons representing 32.1 % of the population; and Longford
town with 2,740 persons, representing 27.4% of the population. This compared with
an average non-lrish population of 14.9 per cent for all towns over 1,500 in 2016.

7.4.3.6 Traveller Community

Nationally the number of usual residents present in the State and enumerated as Irish
Travellers in Census 2016 increased from 2011, by 5.1 per cent. Notably the biggest
percentage increases were recorded in Longford where Traveller numbers rose by
40.8 %. Nationally Longford had the highest absolute increase in Traveller numbers



of any county, and the highest number of Travellers per head of population, with 25.7
Travellers for every thousand people.

Also, the structure of the Irish Traveller population is very different to that of the general
population, with a broad base at the younger ages and reducing sharply at higher
ages. Nearly 58.1% Irish Travellers were under 25 years of age, compared to just over
33.4% in the general population. In terms of those aged 65; this is significantly lower
than the general population.

7.4.4 Social and Community Infrastructure Requirements

As a result of the particular population characteristics, there is therefore potential for
mis-alignment in the county across a range of social and infrastructure services in the
county, which the Development Plan aims to address. The Development Plan aims
to consider demographic trends and patterns in terms of the provision of social
infrastructure.

Longford County Council recognises that it is important to work collaboratively with
service providers and stakeholders including the local community through LCDCs and
the LECPs to identify social infrastructure needs and set out an agreed programme of
social infrastructure provision.

In terms of housing provision the changing demographic patterns envisaged will
require a change in tenure typologies. Changing household formation trends require
a range of housing typologies, including smaller units, shared living schemes and
flexible designs that are adaptive for people’s full life cycle to meet their housing needs
today and into the future. The provision of affordable, appropriate, adaptable and
quality accommodation is recognised as key to positive health outcomes.

Also in accordance with the RSES, the quality of services and amenities for a diverse
and multi-cultural society will be a key determinant in how successful and attractive
the County is and will require a planning response to support the integration of traveller
and migrant communities, to ensure that diverse needs are met now and over the
lifetime of the Strategy :

Social and Community Infrastructure Provision — County Policy Objectives

It is the County Policy Objective to:

CPO 7.26 | Work collaboratively with relevant service providers and stakeholders
to facilitate the provision of community services and social
infrastructure, where appropriate, in order to meet the needs of new
and existing communities.

CPO 7.27 | Support the relevant actions of the Local Community Development
Committee (LCDC) and the Longford Local Economic and Community
Plan (LECP) to deliver social infrastructure needs and to reduce
poverty and social exclusion.




CPO 7.28 | Support the planned provision of easily accessible social, community,
cultural and recreational facilities and ensure all communities have
access to a range of facilities that meet their needs easily accessible
by walking, cycling or public transport.

CP07.29 |Encourage shared use and co-location of social and community
facilities, in order to align service provision, use land more efficiently
and facilitate opportunities for further inclusion and community
participation.

CPO 7.30 | Ensure the integration of age friendly and family friendly strategies in
all design proposals and that provision is made for flexible housing
typologies, and that buildings and public spaces are designed for all,
including older people, disabled people and people with young
children.

CPO 7.31 | Support initiatives to increase social integration of minority groups,
including non-Irish nationals and Travellers.

CPO 7.32 | Secure the implementation of the Council's Traveler Accommodation
Programme and to review this programme, if required and/or deemed
to be necessary, during the Plan period. )

7.4.5 Healthcare and Care Facilities :

The availability and access to health services is central to creating healthier places. In
addressing lifestyle induced illness and an aging population, the provision of educative
and primary health care can support lifestyle adjustments that help people avoid
tertiary care, leading to a more effective and less burdened health-care system.

The Council recognises the need to ensure the provision of appropriate care facilities
and accommodation for the elderly and other vulnerable people. In addition to
universal design standards, the quality of such accommodation is dependent on its
location in terms of safe and convenient access to services and amenities. As such,
there is a presumption against the development of Residential Respite and Retirement
Homes in the open countryside for reasons relating to sustainability, poor accessibility
and lack of public transport, social exclusion, isolation and safety.

Healthcare and Care Facilities — County Policy Objectives
It is the County Policy Objective to:
CPO 7.33 | Facilitate the development of primary health care centres, hospitals,
clinics, and facilities to cater for the specific needs of an ageing
population in accordance with the settlement strategy and core strategy.
CPO 7.34 | Support and encourage the development of sustainable retirement
villages and sheltered housing for older persons in appropriate serviced
town and village locations in collaboration with relevant stakeholders.
CPO 7.35 | Implement the following criteria when designing proposals for residential
care homes, retirement homes, nursing homes, retirement villages and
sheltered accommodation:
o Location/Placemaking - Locate new developments close
(walking distance) to services and amenities;
e Physical Considerations — Employment of Universal Design
standards;




¢ Technology - Integrate technology into developments, enhancing
safety and security, health monitoring, comfort and social
connectedness:

e Social Supports - Integrate social supports into developments,
access to information, find non-health service-based solutions;

e Adequate provision of open space informed by the need to cater
for all levels of disability and in particular the needs of an ageing
population and mobility impaired users, in line with Ministerial
and Departmental guidelines;

e Apply standards outlined in the Housing Options for Our Ageing
Population and the Housing Agency document ‘Thinking Ahead:
Independent and Supported Housmg Modes for an Ageing
Population’,

Provision of adequate parking fa0|I|t|es

Innovative high-quality design and materials;

Potential impact on the residential amenities of adjoining
properties. ;

7.4.6 Education

School provision is a key part of social lnfrastructure to be prowded in tandem with
housing provision. The Development Plan seeks to prioritise the alignment of targeted
and planned population and employment growth with educational investment,
including the provision of new schools on well-located sites within or close to existing
built-up areas that meet the diverse needs of local populations. It is expected that the
number of children will continue to increase until the mid 2020's and decline only slowly
thereafter. This means that the continued provision and enhancement of facilities and
amenities for children and young people, such as childcare, schools, playgrounds,
parks and sportsgrounds, is a priority and will continue to be for the foreseeable future.

The Council will support the provision of high-quality education and training provision,
including the allocation of sufficient sites and the development of childcare facilities,
schools, and colleges in appropriate locations to cater for population growth targets,
to provide for greater educational choice to facilitate improvement in skills, and to
assist in tackling disadvantage.

Car dependency is a significant mode of school transport in the County. In addition to
factoring sustainable access as a condition for new schools and educational
infrastructure, a programme of settlement retrofit will be encouraged to facilitate safe
walking, cycling or ease of access to public transport alternatives. Optimally, schools
need to be located along sustainable transport corridors (i.e. walking, cycling, public
transport). Co-ordinated decision making on school locations with the Department of
Education and Skills will be carried out, with a planned approach to education
provision to locate new school facilities within access to public transport and active
travel modes.

Education — County Policy Objectives
It is the County Policy Objective to:




CPO 7.36 | Work collaboratively with the Department of Education and Skills to
ensure a planned approach to education provision and to the location of
school facilities within access to public transport and sustainable travel
modes (i.e. walking, cycling).

CPO 7.37 | Ensure in areas where significant new housing is proposed, an
assessment of need regarding schools' provision is carried out in
collaboration with the Department of Education and Skills.

CPO 7.38 | Ensure Local Area Plans prepared over the lifetime of the Development
Plan, designate new school sites at accessible, pedestrian, cycle and
public transport friendly locations.

CPO 7.39 | Develop a programme for existing schools to facilitate safe walking,

cycling or ease of access to public transport alternatives.

7.4.7 Recreation and Open Space Provision|

In terms of placemaking, the focus on compact growth: and increased densities in

urban areas will require a greater alignment between the development of communities
and the provision and planning of open space to provide for:the recreational and
amenity needs of communities.  Recreation infrastructure and-green spaces which
are attractive, rich in biodiversity and well' connected: are shown to contribute to
improved physical and mental health. It is important to"consider green:space within a
holistic framework, as it can”be .enhanced through other means in the built
environment, including the quality of ‘the surrounding environment, density of
residences, land-use mix, connectedness and walkability. Green spaces also reduce
air pollution, mmgate floods protect wildlife and i |mprove building energy performance.

Accordingly, the preparatlon of open space and park strategles and the importance for
enhanced cross boundary collaboration ‘to"provide for a hierarchy of open space
provision, including regional scale open space and recreational facilities is recognised.
Also, the importance of plannmg for recreation and open space in accordance with the
EMRA RSES Recreation and: Open Spaceé Guiding Principles, and the relevant parts
of the previously cited Guiding Principles for Healthy Placemaking are recognised in
the County:Policy Objectives contained in this Development Plan.

Recreation and Open Space Provision — County Policy Objectives

It is the County Policy. Objective to:

CPO 7.40 | Support the development of recreation and open space in accordance
with the EMRA RSES Recreation and Open Space Guiding Principles
and Guiding Principles for Healthy Placemaking.

CPO 7.41 | Promote the development of a wide variety of high quality accessible
open space areas, for both active and passive use, and formal and
informal activities in accordance with the Core Strategy and Settlement
Strategy.

CPO 7.42 | Provide multifunctional open spaces at locations deemed appropriate
providing for both passive and active uses.

CPO 7.43 | Assess the existing parks and open space assets in the County over the
life of the Development Plan to identify opportunities for improvements
where necessary to increase their usefulness as recreational spaces.

~| Commented [AM19]: Surely placemaking is concert

with the interaction of these areas rather than a detailed
analysis of each which is already contained in another
section?

*f Commented [AMZ20]: Should cross refer to relevant

regeneration section




CPO 7.44 | Resist the loss of existing public open space, unless alternative
recreational facilities are provided in a suitable location.

CPO 7.45 | Ensure public open space is accessible and designed so that passive
surveillance is provided.

7.4.8 Sports Facilities:

Sporting, leisure and recreational facilities are essential to promoting good health,
social cohesion, a sense of community and enhancing quality of life and well-being.
The provision of facilities for sports and recreation to serve our growing communities
is key in supporting healthy and sustainable communities. The County is well served
by traditional facilities including sports clubs and leisure centres and the County is
developing additional facilities such as greenways, blueways peatways, cycle routes
and walking trails. =3

Sports Facilities = County Policy Objectlves ;

It is the County Policy Objective to:

CPO 7.46 | Support the provision of multi- purpose sports halls, all-weather playing

pitches and associated facilities in appropriate locations and promote

the provision, improvement and:eéxpansion:of sports facilities within the

County subject to normal planning:critetia’and the proper:planning and

sustainable development.of the County.

CPO 7.47 | Support local sports groups, community groups and other groups in the

development of facilities through the reservation of suitable land, the

provisionand development of outdoor and indoor sporting and

community fam[ltles and the prowsmn of fundlng where available and

approprlate :

CPO 7.48 | Ensure that new leisure facnlties where possible, are located in

| proximity to-public transportation.routes and where they can best meet

<" the needs of the community.that the facilities are intended to serve.

CPO.7:49 | Facilitate the development of children’s play areas and playgrounds in
“.=_| proximity to existing and proposed neighborhoods, where feasible.

CPO 7.50 |-Support the development of sport and recreational facilities and

*(_:'ommunity—relat'ed projects through the Council’'s Capital Programme.

[7.4.9 Libraries = -

The library service p]ays a very important community, information, cultural and
outreach facility role within the County. The public library service provides an important
means of access to information and to leisure reading facilities, while playing a major
role in the advancement of the arts, education and local history throughout the County.
Libraries have also become an important venue for cultural activities. The Council
manages and operates the County’s public library service from its headquarters in
Longford, with 6 no. additional libraries in main settlements in the County. The most
recent of these is Edgeworthstown where a new build facility is under construction.

Libraries — County Policy Objectives
It is the County Policy Objective to:
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CPO 7.51 | Continue to expand and improve the library service to meet the needs
of the community, subject to finance and in line with the objectives and
priorities of Qur Public Libraries 2022: Inspiring, Connecting and
Empowering Communities.

CPO 7.52 | Enhance and improve library facilities in County Longford, and to retain
and develop the library headquarters for the County.

7.4.10 Fire Services

The Council is responsible for the provision of the Fire Service in the County, which
includes for the provision and maintenance of the network of 5 no. fire stations;
Longford Town, Granard, Ballymahon, Edgeworthstown and Laneshorough. The
Council aims to ensure that the Fire Stations in the County are adequate to meet the
needs of the Fire Service and to provide an appropriate level of Fire Service cover in
the County. In Ballymahon the current facility is not considered fit for purpose, and a
submission has been made seeking departmental approval to construct a new Fire
Station. The remaining network of fire stations are deemed at present to be
appropriate having regard to the size of the county and the dispersal of those living in
the County. i S

The Council has a role to play with regard to ensuring that Fire Service vehicles can
access locations where fires or other incidents occur. In this regard the views and
requirements of the Fire Service will be taken into account when decisions are being
made in relation to proposed developments. The Council also seeks to ensure that
Fire Safety Standards are maintained on an ongoing basis. The Fire Service carries
out inspections of many premises on an annual basis and in certain circumstances the
requirement to undertake particular works or other measures may be identified as part
of the inspection process.

Fire Services — County Policy Objectives

It is the County Policy Objective to;

CPO 7.53 | Acquire and provide an appropriate site for a new fire station in
‘Ballymahon Town.

CPO 7.54 | Support the upgrade and extension of fire stations as appropriate to
cater for the needs of the County.

CPO 7.55 | Ensure communities are adequately serviced by a modern and effective
Fire Service and to facilitate the accommodation of fire service facilities
in locations that allow ease of access and safe functioning with respect
to the road network.

CPO 7.56 | Continue to assess and evaluate applications for fire safety certificates
through the Chief Fire Officer and pursue its fire prevention programme.
CPO 7.57 | Provide advice and guidance with regard to proposed developments in
order to ensure that appropriate provision is incorporated in the design
of developments that reduce the likelihood of injury or damage to
L property.

7.4.11 Places of Worship



As the population of the County becomes more diverse there has been an increase in
the number of faith communities in the County. This has given rise to demand for
worship spaces. Community centres may provide temporary solutions, as
communities become more established and/or numbers increase, a dedicated place
of worship may be required. The Council will encourage appropriate, easily accessible
locations which comply with the Council’s standards with regard to design, vehicular
movement/parking and landscaping etc.

Places of Worship — County Policy Objectives

It is the County Policy Objective to:

CPO 7.58 | Encourage and facilitate the development of places of worship in
appropriate locations in urban centres and proximate to residential
communities.

7.4.12 Burial Grounds :

Local Authorities are responsible for ensunng that there are adequate burial facilities,
including the reservation and acquisition of lands for such facilities, where necessary.
The Council aims to provide an adequate level of cemetery provision on a county wide
basis, taking into account the likely future requirements. In this regard the Council will
seek to ensure that the lands necessary to prowde for future needs are acquired and
developed in a planned manner.

Burial Grounds — County Policy Objectives -

It is the County Policy Objective to: 3

CPO 7.59 | Facilitate the provision of tradltuonal bur|al grounds, eco-friendly burial
grounds, crematoria, and the extension of existing cemeteries and
associated facilities, as appropriate, to cater for the needs of the County,
“|'subject to appropriate planning considerations, including ground and
surface water, environmental, noise and traffic impacts.

CPOQ 7.60 | Facilitate and support the development of multi-denominational burial
grounds, having an awareness of the needs of multi-faith and non-
religious communities.

CPO 7.61 | Ensure that the cemeteries and associated faciliies for which the
Council is responsible are accessible and appropriately maintained.
CPO 7.62 | Encourage local community groups to develop, manage and maintain
burial facilities.

CPO 7.63 | Protect the cultural heritage of historical burial grounds within the
County and encourage their management and maintenance in
accordance with best conservation practice.

7.5 Placemaking Climate Context and Associated Actions

In accordance with the format set out in Chapter 3: Climate Change of this Plan the
following is an assessment of the content of this chapter in a Climate Context and
associated Actions.

Placemaking is an overarching idea, as well as a hands-on tool for improving spaces.
Irrespective of scale, it can refer to a site, a street, a community, a village, a town, or
even a county or region. Traditionally the placemaking process has associated itself



with the physical, social, ecological, cultural and ‘spiritual’ qualities of the urban realm.
However, in an era of ever-increasing and more severe heat waves, precipitation,
droughts, and floods, responding to the impacts of climate change has now firmly
positioned itself alongside these considerations.

Public spaces are where physical and social resilience meet and can now be
considered a crucial tool in our arsenal to mitigate and adapt to rising temperatures
and extreme weather conditions. Local Authorities are increasingly exploring the
capacity of ‘Greenery and Amenities' to improve our thermal comfort, regulating air
temperature, radiation, humidity and wind pattern, and subsequent use and amenity.
Public spaces should connect with nature and on a more practical level, encourage us
to walk and cycle, while moving away from auto-centric design to place-led
development. Mass transit and walkable, bike-friendly cities are among the best to
mitigate the impacts of climate change. Our streets must be considered more as
spaces and understood as a crucial tool towards improving our sustainable habits and
supporting communities.

Communities that are structurally sound, but also socially empowered and connected
are more resilient to disaster. Climate Change will put increased pressure on
economically constrained communities, many of which have limited resources to
respond to the changing conditions. The most successful placemaking initiatives have
strong community-based participation at its centre, prioritising the assess of local
community and their potential to create quality public spaces that contribute to
people’s health, happiness, and well-being.

Placemaking Actions

Longford County Council shall:

A7.1 Prepare of an overarching landscaping plan for the towns of Longford,
Ballymahon, Granard, Lanesboruogh and Edgeworthstown to identify pocket
park, vertical landscaping, and green roof opportunities, and micro-spaces in
Council public ownership to be immediately exploited, alongside an ambition to
improve connectivity between green spaces, and the implement of same with
stakeholder approval;

A7.2 Prioritise the installation of soft-scaping over hardscaping within our towns and
villages wherever possible, and ensure adequate understanding, adherence
and address of the maintenance requirements of all existing and proposed
surface treatments;

A7.3 Encourage all large-scale development proposals to actively assess and
demonstrate, increased and/or improved quality social spaces, both externally
and internally;

A7.4 The design of all open spaces to be professionally and adequately designed
and orientated at its most preferred location within a scheme, and accompanied
by a finishes schedule of highest quality and of sustainable materials;

A7.5 Encourage the installation of awnings and retention of tree canopy cover where
practicable, within the commercial areas of the county towns and villages;

A7.6 Require all future residential developments over 10 no. or more units, to submit
a Social and Community Statement, setting out the measures to bhe

implemented that will bring about improved social benefit and amenity to the| ;
area (e.g. multiple house typologies, accessible housing, social services
commubity:housing, .creche; S . il o i b s i i dek ol

Commented [AM22]: ¢Green infrastructure, flood
mitigation, biodiversity, proximity to other functions/uses
—encouraging walking cycling — Longford specific eg.
Albert Reynolds peace park

sTown Centre use mix — reduce need for vehicular travel
elnstallation of EV points at appropriate locations?
#Co-|ocation of facilities to reduce need to travel (bullet
points above)

ePromote Micro renewables and retrofit in conjunction
with JTF and climate action plan
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