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From: Gorman, Therese <Therese_Gorman@dfheris.gov.ie>

Sent: Monday 18 January 2021 15:57

To: cdp

Subject: FW: Observations due on statutory development plans — week commencing 18th
January 2021

Attachments: Statutory Plans for Consultation - Week starting 18 Jan.pdf

Submission - Draft Longford Development Plan 2021-2027

Section 1.3.4. Education.

It should be noted by the Local Authority that the new Department of Further and Higher Education, Research,
Innovation and Science was created by the Ministers and Ministerial, Parliamentary, Judicial and Court Offices
(Amendment) Act 2020 and is now recognised as the body responsible for policy, funding and governance of the
higher and further education, adult education and research sectors and for the oversight of the work of the State
agencies and public institutions operating in these areas.

Developments and investment in the education sector undertaken by the Department of Further and Higher
Education, Research, Innovation and Science form an essential role in the delivery of cross-governmental objectives
including labour market activation and social inclusion. This new department is responsible for the provision and
refurbishment of public educational infrastructure within the community. It should be noted that further education,
training and higher education is are essential elements of both regional and national development and economic
growth. The provision of further education and training facilities is key to the supply of skills and innovation to local
enterprise, as well as providing an accessible pathway to higher education.

The Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science welcomes the opportunity to
improve and expand the provision of Higher Education/Further Education and Training in the region, improve access
to education for all, and underpin future prosperity in the region. We would welcome the addition of DFHERIS as a
strategic stakeholder in the areas of Further Education, Higher Education and Training, most notably in the areas of:-

e The improvement and expansion of existing Higher Education/Further Education and Training facilities

e The identification and scale of sites necessary for the future provision of Higher Education/Further Education
and Training in the region

e To work with the local authority in ensuring that appropriate infrastructural requirements are identified,
planned and provided, concurrent with the provision of Higher Education/Further Education and Training
facilities

Regards

Thérése

Thérése Gorman
Assistant Principal, Capital Investment Unit

Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science

Béthar Phort Laoise, An Tulach Mhér, Co. Uibh Fhaili, R35 Y2N5.
Portlacise Road, Tullamore, Co Offaly, R35 Y2N5.
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