IN IHN?HIIH
©)

LONGFORD TOWN
LOCAL AREA PLAN
20252031

Forward Planning Section

Longford County Council



Longford Town Local Area Plan 202 5-2031

Contents
1.0 INEFOTUCTION . ...cceiiiiit ettt e et e e e e e r e e e e e e e ame e e e e e e e e 3
2.0 Spatial planning and Hierarchy CONEXL.............uuuuiiiiiiiineieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 14
3.0 Town Profile and SOGIBCONOMIC CONEXL........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineee e 21
4.0 Strategic ViSion @and AIMIS.........cuuuuiiiiieeeiieeiiee e e e e e e e e e e eeaa e e e eeeeeennned 40
5.0 Core Strategy COMPlIANCE........cooiiiiieeeeee e 44
6.0 Residential Sustainability and Placemaking.................cooovvvieeeiiieiiiiiee e, 56
7.0 ECONOMIC DEVEIOPMENL.......ccciiieiiiie et ee e e et e e e e eeanes 72
S O o 10 (1] o PP TTTTRRTRR 88
9.0 Regeneration and Placemaking.........ccoeeeeeiieiiiiiieeiiiie e e e e emrane e e 96
10.0 SOCIAl INFTASIIUCTUIE.........uuiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e 115
11.0 Natural Heritage and Green INfrastruCture.............cccoeeeienieiiiceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 138
12.0 Built and Cultural HErtage..........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 155
13,0 INFrASIIUCTUIE. ....ceeeiiieee et 171
14.0 Sustainable TranSPOIL.........ooii i 188
15.0 CliMate Change.......cooiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeees 225
16.0 Implementation and MONItONING........cccooiiiiiiiiiee e e 234

17.0 Appendix 1: Longford LAP Land Use Zonings and Land Zoning Matrix (Based on
Appendix 1: Land Use Zonings and Appendix IA: Key Town Longford Town of the

Longford County Development Plan 202027)..........ccuuuuemiiiiiiiiiiiiimnaaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn 249
18.0 Appendix 2: Battery Road Architectural Conservation Area Statement......... 269
19.0 Schedulef ProteCtedStIUCIUIES. ..........euviiiiiiiiiiiiiiier e emeeaes 272
PO O O F= 1= Vot (= ] 1 00T 272
21.0 Record of National MONUMENLS. ........uuuiuuiiiiiime e eeeees 275

22.0 Planning Implications of designation of an Architectural Conservation Area.275

23.0 ProteCted SITUCTUIES. ......uviiiiiiiiitititiiit e 276
24.0 NORPTIOTECTEA STIUCTUIES ... ..ttt e e e 276
25.0 Works to the publiC realm..........c.coiiiiiiii e 278
26.0 BouNdary TreatMeNt........cccvviiiiiiee e eeeeieis e e ettt e e e e e e eeatme e e e e eeasa e e e e e eeeannes 278
27.0 Exempted DeVvelOpPmMEeNt.......coooe i amr e 278
28.0 Ordnance Survey Map showing a Section of Battery Road....................c...... 280



Longford Town Local Area Plan 202 5-2031

1.0 Introduction
1.1 Context

The Longford Town Local Area Plan 22031 has been prepared to replattee Longford
Townand Environs Local Area Plan 22022 (as inserted by Variation no. 2 to the Longford
County Development Plan 202921} asthe key strategicgplanningdocumentwhich will

guide the overall development of the town to 2031.

The Local Area Plan sets out an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable
development of Longford in the context of thengfordCounty Development Plan 262027,

the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midland RegicA(&119

and the National Planning Framework (2018) is also informed by Ministerial Guidelines
issued under Sectio28 of the Act together with EU requirements regarding Strategic
EnvironmentalAssessment (SEA), Appropriate Assessment (AA), aneéditratiood Risk
Assessment (SFRA).

This Local Area Plan has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Planning and
Development Act 200@as amended), the guidance issued by the Department of the
Environment, Community and Lodabvernment (DECL@phder S.280f the Planningand
Development Acts 2002016 (the Acts) on Local Area Plans in 2013. the guidance issued by
the Department of theEnvironment, Community and Locabvernment (DECLGHder S.28

of the Planningand Development Acts 208016 (theActs) on Local Area Plans in 20A3d

other relevant Guidelinessued undeSection.28 of this Actandits associated regulations.

1 Incorporationof LAPinto AppendixLAof CDFby way of Variationno.2 of the CDPadopted bylLongfordCounty Councih
September 2016
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1.2  Statutory Basis

Section 19 (1)(b)(ii) of the Planning and Development Act, as amended, indicates a town with
apopulation of over 5,000 requires the preparation of a Local Area Plan. Therefore Longford

Town, which has a population of 10,952 persons (Census 2022), requires a Local Area Plan.

ThisLocalAreaPlanhasbeenpreparedin accordancewith the requirementsand provisions
of the Planning and Development Act2000 & F YSYRSR o0GKS Ww!I O Quz |

20 of the Act which provide that a local area plan shall be made in respect of an area which:

Isdesignatedasatown in the most recent censusof population,other than atown

designated as a suburb or environs in that census.
hasa populationin exces®f 5,000;and

is situated within the functional area of a planningauthority, which is a County

Council.

As Censu022recordeda populationof 10,952persongn the town of Longford aLocalArea

Planis therefore a mandatory requirement.

1.3 Plan Extent

Thegeographic extent of thisocalAreaPlanare asfollowsas illustrated inFigurel:
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1.4 Duration of Plan

The period of the Plan is from 202031 and shall be taken as being six years from the date
of its adoption or until it is reviewed, or another plan made, unless it is extended under section

19(d) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

1.5 Relationship with Other Plans and Guidelines

The Local Area Plan sets out an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable
developmentof Longfordin the contextof the LongfordCountyDevelopmenPlan2021-2027

as well as the various national and EU legislative requirembentkis regard an evidended
approach has been adopted in the formulation of the Plan. The Local Area Plan has been
prepared having regard to national, regional and local policy documents, in addition to
ministerial guidelines issued under Section 2&ef Planning and DevelopmeAct2000(as

amended).

The Plan also has regard (where relevant) to any Specific Planning Policy Requirements
(SPPRgontained in Section 28 ministerial guidelines as per the provisions of the Planning

and Development (Amendment) Act 2018.

1.6  The Plan Making Process

In accordance with planning legislation and Ministerial Guidancekelystepsin makingthe

planare setout in Figure 2.
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Figure2: Key Stages in the Local Arekan MakingProcess

1. PreDraft Stage

Forming the issues to be addressed in the Plan and gathering information from consultatio

relevant stakeholders and interested parties.

2. Draft Plan Stage

Following a review of collated information, a Draft Plan will be prepared by the Pla
Authority. The Draft will afford the public the first opportunity to gauge the direction that

final Plan is heading.

3. Notice of Draft Plan

The Draft Plan will be available for inspection for at least 6 weeks. We will publish a ng
local papers letting you know that the Draft is available for inspection and inviting

submissions.

4. | KAST 9ESOdziAdSQa wSLR NI
I/ KAST 9ESOdziAdSQa wSLIZNIL oAff 0685 LINBL

the opinion of the Chief Executive and his recommendations in relation to the Plan.

5. Consideration by Elected Members

A = 4 A x

¢tKS 9t SOGSR aSYOGSNE sAff O2yaiRSNI GKS

revoke the Plan as appropriate in accordance with the recommendations of the Chief Exe

6. Material Alterations

In the event of material alterations or amendments, we will publish notice of this and i

further submissions. A similar process to that outlined at stages 4 and 5 is then repeated

7. Final Plan

C2ft2oAy3a O2yadZ GFdidA2y 2y al GSNAL FEd
prepared, to be considered by the Elected Members. The Elected Members will consic

report and then adopt the Plan.
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1.7 Pre- Draft Public Consultation

The preparation of the Local Area Plan included-gnadt consultation with the local
community, statutory agencies and adjoining local authorities in 2022. Thidrpfepublic
consultation extended over a sixeek period (' October18" November 2022 inclusive) and

was accompanied by the publication of an Issues Paper which identified the key planning and
development matters that the Plan could address. This Issues Paper was made available for
inspection at Longford Town Branch Librdrgngford County Council and online. The-pre
draft process also included a public consultation event held on Wedn&Ha9ctober 2022

in Longford Town Branch Librartotal of 19 no. submissions were received from residents,
service providers, localommunity groups, interested parties and elected representatives.
These submissions have been taken into consideration during the formulation of this Local

Area Plan.

Figure 3: Public Consultation Ri2raft Issues Paper

Pre- Draft Issues Paper

W@
@
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1.8 Draft Plan

The DraftLongford Local Area Plan 202631 was placed on public display from Friday, 6
September 2024 until 4pm on Friday, M ®ctober 2024 (both dates inclusive). A public
consultation/drop in event was helat the Longford Town Library on Thursday, 3 October
2024. A total o84 no. submissions were received within the statutory timeframe for public
consultation on the Draft Plan. A Chief Executive Report on the submissions received was
prepared andsubmitted to the Elected Members of Longford County CouncHriaay 29'

November 2024 for their consideration.

| F gAy3 O2yaARSNBR (KS 5NIXYFid [2Yy3F2NR [ 20! f
resolved by the Elected Members at a meeting of Longford County Council on Wednesday
16th January 2025 talter the Draft Longford Local Area Plan 22281 in accordance with

the recommendations of the Chief Executive Report. These alterations constituted material

alteration to the Draft Plan.

1.9 Material Alterations

In accordance with Section 20(3)(j)(i) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended), the Proposed Material Alterations (75 no.) were published for public consultation
for a minimum period of 4 weeksOnlyobservationsor submissionselatedto a proposed
Material Alterationcould be considered A total of 9 no. submissions were received within the
statutory timeframe for public consultation. A Chief Executive report was prepared
summarising the submissions, providing a response and recommendation to the issues raised.
The Chief Executive Repanid the Draft Longford Town Local Area Plan 202531 were
considered by the members of Longford Municipal District. On 22 April 2025 the Elected
Members of Longford Municipal District agreed by resolution to adopt the plamesented

in accordance with the recommendations of the Chief Executive Report on the Proposed

Material Alterations to the draft plan.

This Plan therefore comes into effect 84 June 2025.
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1.10 Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR)

The Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018 provided for the establishment of an
independent Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR). Under the provisions of the Act, the OPR
KIgS | adadzySR GKS aAyArAadSNRa SgIfdgylaniidsg | YR
plans including local area plans. The OPR will provide statutory observations on all draft
statutory plans to ensure consistency with relevant national and regional policies. All

observations received from the OPR will be taken into considerat

1.11 Composition of the Plan

This Plan comprises a written statement with accompanying maps. The written statement
shall take precedence over the maps should any discrepancy arise between them. In the full
interpretation of all objectives for Longford, it is essential that both thar@p Development

Plan (CDP) and the Local Area Plan be read in tandem. Where conflicting objectives arise
between the CDP and the Local Area Plan, the objectives of the CDP shall take precedence. It
should be noted that the general development managemeandards applicable to the plan

area are included in the CDP. This Plan therefore provides policies and objectives that are

specific to the future development of Longford.

1.12 Accompanying Reports

This Local Area Plan is accompanied by a number of separate assessments /reports which
have been undertaken in parallel with the preparation of the Plan. They constitute the
following strategies developed in this Plan which will build on priorities andyapp

coordinated approach.

1.12.1 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) process is the formal systematic evaluation of
the likely significant environmental effects of implementing a plan or programme before a

decision is made to adopt the plan or programme. It informs the jphaking process of the

10
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likely environmental impacts of alternative actions and contributes to the integration of
environmental considerations into the Plan. Under the provisions of the Planning and
Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 281&, SE
mandatory for plans for areas with a population of 5,000 persons or more; therefore, SEA is

required for the Longford Local Area Plan.

The findings of the SEA are set out in the Environmental Report, which, while constituting part
of the Plan documentation, is presented as a separate document alongside this Plan. The
Environmental Report provides a clear understanding of the likely emwiental
consequences of decisions regarding the location of development in the Plan area. The
mitigation measures needed to offset the potential adverse effects of the Plan and future

monitoring proposals have been transposed from the Environmental Regorthe Plan.

1.12.2 Appropriate Assessment (AA)

The requirements for Habitats Directive Assessment of plans or projects, is outlined in Article

6(3) and (4) of the European Communities (1992) Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the
O2yaSNBI GA2y 2F yIFGdz2NF t KI oAdLl Gady chsy Wherg,A 2 RA &
following screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA), it is found that any plan or project is

likely to have a significant impact on areas designated as Natura 2000 sites, a full Appropriate

Assessment must be carried out.

A separate report combines both Stage 1 Screening and Stage 2AA of the Draft Longford Town

Local Area Plan.
1.12.3 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA)

A SFRA was carried out to support the preparation of the Plan and is included as a separate
report. TheSFRA is required to be preparadaccordancewith the requirementsof The
PlanningSystemand FloodRiskAssessment Guidelines for Planning Authori{@09) and
Circular PL02/2014 (August 2014).

11
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1.12.4 Battery Road Architectural Conservation AréACA) Statement of Character

The Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) Statement of Character provides a comprehensive
historical and architectural analysis in order to identify and define the special character of the
Battery Road ACA (see Appendix 2). The Statement of Charactenchlstes a guide which
provides advice to homeowners, developers, architects and planning professionals on best
practice for development within the ACA and type of works that will require planning

permission.

1.13 Other Independent Related Reports

1.13.1 Infrastructure Assessment Report (IARLongford County Development Plan
2021-2027

As part of the preparation of the Longford County Development Plan -202Y an
Infrastructure Assessment Report (IAR) was carried out to inform the appropriate zoning of
land in Longford Town. The Infrastructure Assessment Report comprises both quamtitat
and qualitative research analysis of existing and proposed infrastructure and was carried out
in accordance with Appendix 3 of the National Planning Framework (2018). The land use
zonings contained within this Local Area Plan have been informed byntrestructure
Assessment Report (IAR) as it relates to Longford Town as contained within Volume 3: Annex

10 of the Longford County Development Plan 2QP27.

1.13.2 Longford Town Transport Plan 2023

As aKey Townthe Longford LAPincludesthe relevant objectives of the Longfordocal
TransportPlan(LTP)The Longford Town Transport Plan is a short to meetierm plan that

aSia 2dzi GKS G2¢6yQa GNIyalLR2NL aAGNFraGS3e F2NJ
The aim of this document hasbeen to improve the integration between Land Use and
TransportPlanning.Thiswill be delivered in tandenwith sustainablecompactgrowth in the

plan areathrough appropriateneanssuchasthe development of lands in the existing built

up footprint of the town. It will be required to examine all transport modes and how they

interact both in the town centre and throughout its environs, specifically including linkages
12
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with public transport modes such as rail and bus servidég LTP has been prepared in close
collaboration with the National Transport Authority (National Transport Authority) and

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII).

13
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2.0 Spatiablanning and Hierarchy context

Strategic Aim:

To sebut the statutory contextof the Longford_ocalAreaPlanin relationto its positionwithin

the hierarchyof spatial plans.

2.1 Compliancevith Hierarchy of Plans

In establishing a framework for the sustainable planning and development of Longford to
2031, it is important that the position of the Longford Local Area Plan within the overarching
spatial planning hierarchy be outlined in order to provide a level ofteodnbut also to
demonstrate how the plan complies with these overarching policy documents, in line with
statutory requirements (Figure 4). The provisions of these plans and strategies, insofar as they
relate to the planning and development of Longforde arrucial and will be discussed

thereafter.

Figure 4: Hierarchy of Spatial Plans

Strategic
wNational Planning Framework

wRegional Spatial and
e Economic Strategy 20429331)

~

wLongford County
Development Plan 2022027)

wLongford Town Local Area )
Plan 202582031

Detailed
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The content of this LAP aligns with international, European, national, regional and county

policy and legislation, in addition to Ministerial Guidelines / policy Directives.

2.2 National and Regional Policy Context
2.2.1 National Planning Framework (NPF)

The National Planning Framework (NPF) together with the National Development Plan (2018
2027) was published in 2018 under Project Ireland 2040. Project Ireland 2040 is the
D2ISNYYSyi(Qa -eanSoliypEfri dFuide @y @anage the futur@gth

and development of the country. The primary aim of Project Ireland 2040 is to improve the
quality of life in Ireland for all its citizens by creating and promoting opportunities for people
and protecting and enhancing our environment. In order to eeithis goal, the NPF contains

a series of National Policy Objectives (NPOs), which set out the intentions of the plan within
specific areasTable loutlines the NPOs which are most relevant to the preparation of the

Longford Town Local Area Plan.

15
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MY bt hQad Y2ad NBtSGryld (G2 [2y3aF?2

NPO 4

NPO 5

NPO 6

NPO 7

NPO 11

NPO 20

NPO 21

Ensurehe creationof attractive, liveable well designedhighqualityurbanplaceshat
are home to diverse and integrated communities that enjoy a high quality of lif

well-being.

Develogrities andowns ofsufficientscaleand qualityto competeinternationally and

to be drivers of national and regional growth, investment and prosperity.

Regenerate and rejuvenate cities, towns and villages of all types and sq
environmental assetthat canaccommodatechanging rolesnd functions,increased
residential population and employment activity and enhanced levels of ameni

design quality, in order to sustainably influence and support their surrounding &

Apply a tailored approach to urban development, that will be linked to the Rur

Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, with a particular focus on:

- Encouraging population growth in strong employment and service centres of a

supported by employment growth.

NR

e and

ale as
)
ly and

Area.

al and

| sizes,

- Reversing the stagnation or decline of many smaller urban centres, by iderdiiging

establishingnew roles and functionsand enhancementof local infrastructure an

amenities.

In meeting urban development requirements, there will be a presumption in fay
development that can encourage more people and generate more jobs and ¢
within existing cities, towns and villages, subject to development meeting appra

planning standards and achieving targeted growth.

Regional and Local Authorities to identify and quantify locations for stra

employment development, where suitable, in urban and rural areas generally.

Enhancéhe competitivenessf rural areasby supportinginnovationin ruraleconomic

development and enterprise through the diversification of the rural economy int
sectors and services, including -l62i6ed industries and those addressing clin

change and sustainability.

d

our of
activity

priate

itegic

L

D hew
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NPO 26 Supporthe objectivef publichealthpolicyincludingHealthylirelandandthe National
Physical Activity Plan, though integrating such policies, where appropriate and at the

applicable scale, with planning policy.

NPO 27 Ensurehe integrationof safeand convenienglternativesto the carinto the designof
our communities, by prioritising walking and cycling accessibility to both existing and

proposed developments and integrating physical activity facilities for all ages.

NPO 53 Supporthe circularandbio economyincludingin particularthrough greaterefficiency
in land management, greater use of renewable resources and by reducing the|rate of

land use change from urban sprawl and new development.

NPO 54 Reduce our carbon footprint by integrating climate action into the planning system in
support of national targets for climate policy mitigation and adaptation objectives, as

well as targets for greenhouse gas emissions reductions.

NPO 60 Conservandenhancehe rich qualitiesof natural and cultural heritageof Irelandin a

manner appropriate to their significance.

2.2.2 Eastern and Midland Regional Spatial Economic Strategy 220131

[ 2y dF2NR Aada ARSYGAFASR Ay GKS 9aw! w{9{ I
development within the Region and the County within the Eastern and Midland RSES which
characterises such settlements 5 02y 2 YA Ol t t & | OGA GBS (2e6ya (K
their surrounding areas and the capacity to act as regional drivers to complement the Regional
DNER ¢ (0 K .[TisyfdlatesSté I@rge economically active service and/or county towns that
provide employment for their surrounding areas and with highalitytransport links and the

capacity to act as growth drivers to complement the Regional Growth Centres. Longford Town

Aa (KBS & ydrdhe @éunty.

In terms of higheftevel regional policy, Longford Town is identified as a large economically
active town located within the Gateway Region. It is recognised that the town provides

important connections with adjoining regions and has the capacity and dugrowth

17
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potential to accommodate above average growth in tandem with the requisite investment in
employment creation, services, amenities and sustainable transport. Key regional priorities

for Longford Town are to promote compact growth, the regeneration of dventcentre and

G2 SELIYR [2y3IF2NRQa NRtS & | Kdzo Fralhe Sy G SN

2 below.

Table 2: Longford Key TowpSpecifiovSIA 2yl f t 2t AO&@ ho2SOGABSa o

RPO 4.59: To enhance accessibility and sustainable mobility within the town centre by improving
links between the core and surrounding areas through the further integration of gpublic

transport, walking and cycling facilities.

RPO 4.60: Support the development of Longford as a tourism hub having regard to its
accessibility to key tourist destinations in the Region including Center Parcs, and
LINEPEAYAGE G2 yFadaNIt | YSYAGASEaT NBONBI (A2
the RebelLongford Trail.

RPO 4.61: Support social inclusion measures including the revitalisation of areas by physical
regeneration, planning, investment and community development and measures to
improve educational attainment levels, up skilling in key competencies and| skills

acquisition

RPO 4.62: Support the pladed development and regeneration of publicly owned land banks in
the town for residential, employment, education, community, cultural and
recreational opportunities and the consolidation of the town centre and |the
enhancement and linking of brownfield and guil sites to the town centre, with |a

focus on the regeneration of underused building and strategic sites.

RPO 4.63: Support Longford Town as a strategic portal to the northwest and south in recoghition
of its location at the junction of the N55; M4/N4 Dublin/Sligo and N5; due tp its
proximity to the regional growth centre of Athlone; and support its role as a strategi

employment centre.

18
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2.3  Development Plan Context
2.3.1 County Longford Development Plan 202027

In terms of the County Longford Settlement Strategy Longford Town is identifiedVag & &
C26/Q WYSe tNAYOALIX S cQ NBWCROdzal 2 y[ AKDBT NG5 F
balanced development amongst the network of higher order towns in the Settlement
Hierarchy to support the role and function of Longford Town as the principal economic driver
FYR FT20dza 27T Ay @S aikeyis\désignatdmithinkiie REES dgttledent

| ASNI NOK& | a | WwYSe ¢2¢y Q3 Longfxd Todn isNderfified O S R

as the settlement targeted for the most growth in the County over the Plan period.

2.4 Longford County Council Climate Action Plan 2829

The Longford County Council Climate Action Plan takes into full consideration international

and national climate change policy and legislation as well as the mest-date knowledge

on current levels of climate change and its impacts and projectiortéduture. The Climate

Action Plan sets out the evident@ase used to inform on climate action within the jurisdiction

of Longford County Council, including climate change risks and emissions baseline profile. It
outlines the structure, function, and asations with respect to climate change of the County

Council and also details the climate actions currently underway. It outlines the Council's
framework for climate action and its Strategic Goals, Objectives, and Actions. It focuses on
Longford County 2 dzy OAf Q& 5SOFNDBb2YyA&lIGAZ2Y %2YyS (65%0:3
ho2aSOuA®Sa FyR [ fTAYFGS ' OGA2ya GFAf2NBR aLls

approach to implementing actions and measuring progress.

2.5 Local Area Plan Context

The Longford Local Area Plan contains a suite of specific measures which related to the
aforementioned highetevel policy. It is a policy objective of the Council to prepare a Local

Area Plan (LAP) for Longford Town to align with the RSES and the Deuatgpment Plan

19
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Core Strategy. Theongford LocahArea Plan 20252031 is prepared in accordance with the
provisions of the County LongfozevelopmentPlan 202312027. The vision, policy objectives,
actions, Development Management Standards and zoning provisions contained within the
County Longford DevelopmeRtan2021-2027 andassociatedppendicesand maps, apply to

the Longford Town Local Area Plan 22281. Any subsequent County Development Plan

adopted within the timespan of the Local Area Plan will also apply.

20
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3.0 Town Profile and SociBconomic Context
3.1 Role

Longford Town is the dominant settlement in the County in terms of population, economic
activity, level of service and infrastructure and connectivity. The town hasestblished
economic, administrative and social functions along with important retsgrvice and

amenity functions for the County and neighbouring towns.

Longford Town is the primary settlement and largest population centre within County
Longford. Centrally located within the County, and having the advantage of excellent national,
regional and local transport linkages, the town is recognised as beingensetit of regional
importance. The scope and scale of functions which Longford Town provides to its residents,

as well as those of its hinterland has been recognised in national and regional context.

Longford Town is assigned the role of Strategic Portal to the Noehkt in the Eastern and
Midland Regional Authority Regional Economic and Spatial Strategy. Longford town is the
commercial, retail, service and industrial centre of the County. Longbevd also functions
as the County Administrative headquarters of Longford County Council. This Local Area Plan

aims to build upon this role.

3.2  Topography, Location and Access

Located on the banks of the Camlin River, the land within the town core is predominantly flat,
with a pronounced rise towards the southeast. A spur of the Royal Canal enters the town at
the southwestern corner, travelling as far as the railway lineriddtural and amenity land

in close proximity to the town centre significantly contributes to the character of the
settlement. On the western outskirts of the town are a significant amount of lands which are

subject to substantive flooding.

21
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Longford town is centrally located both within the country and the county and has good
communication links. It forms a strategic junction at the intersection of 2 no. National Primary
Routes; the N4 (Dublig Sligo) and the N5 (Dubliq Castlebar/Westpot The N63, the

national secondary route to Roscommon, and several regional routes also serve the Town.

An improved road network has resulted in reduced travel times to Longford. The N5 bypass
of the Town and the upgrading works due to be carried out on the N4 #ligo Road will

further increase the accessibility of the Town.

Longford town lies on the Dubk8ligo rail line which runs through the centre of the town.
This links the town with Dublin and Mullingar in the east and Sligo and Leitrim to the-north
west. The town has a regular, watilised commuter service to Dubli Also, there are a
large number of bus services to both Dublin and within the county, which are provided by the

state and private bus companies.

3.3  Socio Economic Context
3.3.1 Population
3.31.1 Growth and Change

Census 2022 shows that between April 2016 and April 2022 that Ireland's population grew by
8% from 4,761,865 to 5,149,139. Within County Longford the population increased from
40,873 persons in 2016 to 46,751 persons in 2022. This represents an incfelas88%
(5,878 persons) between 2016 and 2022. During this time Longford Town experienced a rate
of growth of 9.43% (944 persons), which is significantly below the county average growth rate

during that time (Table 3.1).

22
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Table 3.1: Population Growth in County Longford and Longford Town 202622 (Source:
CSO Census 2022)

46,751
10,008 10,952 944 persons (9.43%)

5,878 persons (14.38%

3.3.1.2 Gender

As per Census 2022 in Ireland overall there were 2,604,590 females and 2,544,549 males or

98 males for every 100 femalds.¥ / 2dzyié [ 2y IF2NRQA L2 LIzt | (A 2
23,449 were male, whiclmeans there were 101 males for every 100 females. As per Census

2022 the total population of Longford town (10,952 persons) is made up of 5,345 males and
5,607 females.

3.3.1.3 Age

Nationally, the average age of the population was 38.8, up from 37.4 in April 2.
F@SNI 3S 3S 2F [/ 2dzyie [2y3ITF2NRQa LR LMz | A2y
37.4 years in April 2016.

According to the Census 2022 the age profile of Longford town includes a high percentage of
children and young people (Table 3.2). The age cohek® Gnakes up 29.23% of the
population. The 284 age cohort, which represents those of working age, is 86.56here

is a lower proportion of the population over 65 years with 14.21% compared to nationally.

The number of people aged 65 and over continues to grolis age group increased by 26%
to 7,332 in County Longford, and by 22% to 776,315 at a national level since 2016. In Longford
Town 14.21% (1556 persons) were aged 65 years and over in CensusA302&h a lower
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proportion of the population is in this older age category than at a county and national level.

In terms of the gender split in the higher age cohort there are more females to males.

Table 3.2: Population by Sex and Age (Source CSO, Census 2022)

04 330 349 679
59 458 419 877
1014 460 449 909
1519 383 353 736
- 2024 333 276 609
2529 311 332 643
3034 343 400 743
3539 392 447 839
4044 444 476 920
4549 387 379 766
5054 305 330 635
5559 261 265 526
6064 243 271 514
6569 206 239 445
- 7074 193 192 385
7579 137 168 305
8084 94 111 205
- 85 and over 65 151 216
- Total 5345 5607 10952

3.3.2 Migration and Ethnicity
3.3.2.1 Citizenship

Nationally, dual Irish citizenship increased by 63% from 104,784 to 170,597 people and non
Irish citizens made up 12% of the population. In County Longford, the number of dual Irish
citizens increased from 752 to 1,523 while Aoish citizens accounte@fNJ mo:: 2F GKS O

population.
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Longford town is a diverse settlement with many nationalities living in the local area which
contribute to the local population and vibrant community. As per census 2022, 34.65% of the

town population were born overseas and 31.88% are not of Irish nattgr@dlable 3.3). In
termsofnony | A2y Ff LI2LIz | GA2Yy Ay [2Yy3IF2NR ¢2gy
9! QT t2fAaK YR WYwSaid 2F 22NIRQ SOARSyl(®

Table 3.3: Usually resident population of Longford town by Birthplace and Nationality
(Source: CSO Census 2022)

. reland | 7072 (65.35%) 7372 (68.12%)
o 502 (4.64%) 159 (1.47%)
. Poland | = 834(7.71%) 700(6.47%)
~ Inda 74 (0.68%) 62 (0.57%)
. Other EU (Exec. Ireland & Poland) 1339 (12.37%) 1210 (11.18%)
" RestofWorld " 1001 (9.25%) 589 (5.44%)
- Notstated 0 (0%) 730 (6.75%)
. Tota 10822 10822 (100%)

3.3.2.2 Travelling Community

In terms of cultural and ethnic identity it is noted that as per Census 2022 that 657 persons
ARSYUAFTFASR a4 W2KAGS LNARAAK ¢NI@StftSNROD ¢ KA &

3.3.2.3 Language

As per Census 2022 speakers of foreign languages by ability to speak English was measured
and it was found that in Longford Town 2,678 persons can speak English Very Well / Well.
While 524 persons indicated that they could not speak English Well, an#b13 G I G ! £ f Qd

persons did not state.
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Ly GSN)Y 2F {LSIF{SNA 2F F2NBAIy Il y3Adza 3Sa
at 2,343 persons, followed by Polish with 978 persons (Table 3.4).

Table 3.4: Speakers of Foreign Languages by Languages Spoken

(Source: CSO Census 2022)

Spanish 59
French 81
Polish 978

Other (incl. not stated) 2343
Total 3461

Irish Speakers

As per Census 2022 nationally, 1,873,997 people stated they were able to speak Irish, with
71,968 speaking Irish daily and 115,065 speaking it weekly. In County Longford the number
of people (aged three and over) who stated that they could speak Iri€lounty Longford

was 14,993 compared with 14,057 in 20Mithin this figure 291 said they spoke Irish daily
while 782 spoke Irish weekly.

In terms of Longford town, the number of people (aged 3 years and over) who speak Irish is

2,822 persons. This represents 25.77% of the overall population of the town.

26



Longford Town Local Area Plan 2025 -2031

3.3.3 Housing
3.33.1 Household Composition

In terms of household composition within Longford town the largest proportion of
households is in the on@nd two-person household category. In Census 2022 it was found
that 56.91% of all private households identify as either one or two person housel0ld3%

one person; two person households 27.48% (Table 3.5).

Table 3.5: Private households by size in Longford town (Source: CSO Census 2022)

_ 1190 (29.43%) 1190
_ 1111 (27.48%) 2222
_ 681 (16.84%) 2043
_ 530 (13.11%) 2120
_ 303 (7.49%) 1515
_ 138 (3.41%) 828
_ 59 (1.46%) 413
- 31 (0.77%) 274
_ 4043 10605
3.3.3.2 Tenure and Home Ownership

In 2022, in County Longford 61% of households owned their own home, with a further 31%
renting. This compared with 66% of househotwsning their home nationally and 28%

renting.

In Longford Town as per census 2022 the level of home ownership (Table 3.6) either with or
having no mortgage is 37.97% (1533 households). This consists of the following categories:
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home ownership with a mortgage or loan at 13%; and owned outright (24.97%). This is

considerably below the aforementioned county and national figures.

In Longford town overall the rental sector dominates household occupancy, with private
rental the dominant form of occupancy for 1190 households (29.48%). The level of social

housing is also high at 906 households (22.44%).

Table 3.6: Home Ownership in Longford town (Source: CSO Census 2022)

_ 1008 24.97% 2060
_ 1190 29.48% 3511
_ 906 22.44% 2418
_ 186 4.61% 468
_ 182 4.51% 495
_ 4037 100% 10587

Census 2022 recorded that the House/Bungalow is by far the largest accommodation type,
accommodating 88.24%% of the population, followed by 11.55% of the population in
flats/apartments (Table 3.7).
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Table 3.7: Private Households by Type of Accommodation

(Source: CSO Census 2022)

3503 (86.64%) 9358 (88.24%)

530 (13.11%) 1225 (11.55%)
4 (0.10%) 4 (0.10%)
6 (0.15%) 18 (0.17%)
4043 10605

3.3.3.3 Housing Vacancy:

Census 2022 identified a housing stock vacancy within Longford town of 646 no. units
OMOPTCGr0Y 2F gKAOK mMn dzyAda 6SNB dzy2O0O0dzLIA SR
GOyl RgStftAy3aaQ YR pn y2d dzyAdda gSNB WiSy

3.3.4 Education, Employment and Economy
3.34.1 Education

As per Census 2022 the percentage of persons over 15 years of age identifying as having no
formal education and primary education is 1,002 persons (15.40%). The level of educational
attainment in Longford town is low especially for those holding profesdigoalifications,

AyOf dzZRAY3I 2NRAYINE YR K2y2dz2NBE o6l OKSf 2NR& RS
gualifications in Longford town is 13.85 % (Table 3.8).
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Table 3.8: Population aged 15 yeaand over by highest level of educational attainment
(Source: CSO Census 2022)
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3.3.4.2 Employment

As per Census 2022 nationally, there were 313,656 additional people (+16%) at work. In
County Longford there were 19,695 people (aged 15 and over) at work, an increase of 4,523
people (+30%) between 2016 and 20Employment levels in County Longford .@4%) were

lower than the national average (53.4%) and unemployment at the county level (11.8%) was

higher than the national average at (9.1%)

In Longford town there were 4032 persons (47.51%) at work. As per Census 2022,
employment levels in Longford town (47.51%) were marginally lower than the County average

(48.4%), and also lower than the national average (53.4%).

Upon further examination, a notable difference between principal economic status of the
male and female portion of the population in Longford town was also evident, (Table 3.9).
Specifically, there was a lower proportion of females at work and higher ptiopaat home

or looking after families when compared to males. In contrast, unemployment was relatively

high for males.

Table 3.9: Population aged 15 years and over by principal economic status and sex in
Longford town (Source: CSO Census 2022)

2108 (51.45%) 1924 (43.83%) 4032 (47.51%)
98 (2.39%) 92 (2.09%) 190 (2.24%)
160 (3.91%) 107 (2.44%) 267 (3.14%)
243 (5.93%) 180 (4.10%) 423 (4.98%)
400 (9.76%) 418 (9.52%) 818 (9.64%)
96 (2.34% 560 (12.76%) 656 (7.73%)

506 (14.55%) 715 (16.29%) 1311 (15.45%)
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337 (9.20%) 338 (7.70%) 675 (7.99%)

59 (1.44%) 56 (1.28%) 115 (1.35%)
4097 4390 8487

It is notable that 2,645 persons (24.15%) of gogpulation of Longford town stated that they
have a disability. Furthermore 7.99% (675 persons) of those aged 15 and over are unable to

work due to permanent sickness or disability.
3.3.4.3 Economy

Information on economic activity and employment by industry is useful in providing an

understanding of industries and soeconomic circumstances within Longford town.

Industries:

Longford town has a variety of industries that support the local, regional and national
economy. The most dominant employment industries in the town providing employment are
WhiKSNR OHp®MH:IOT Wt NPFSaarzylf { SWadSaQ ot
Commerce and Trade (17.83%) (Table 3.10).

Table 3.10: Persons at work by industry and gender in Longford town (Source: CSO Census
2022)

32 (0.79%)

178 14 192 (4.76%)
534 288 822 (20.39%)
367 352 719 (17.83%)
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_ 268 569 837 (20.76%)
_ 477 536 1013 (25.12%)
_ 2108 1924 4032 (100%)

The proportion employed in the three highest professional s@etonomic groups;
employers and mangers; higher professional; and lower professional (Table 3.11) was
relatively low (12.16%). Further, the proportion of seskilled and unskilled workers is high

AY [2Yy3AF2NR (G26y O6McOyT™:0d ¢KS fINBSaild 62N
200dzLIASR YR dzy1y26yYQ OH Do pledidthefndAméanBad SR Of
group (29.01%) and subsequently seskilled (12.39%). The smallest workforce group are

farmers (0.36%); and subsequently agricultural workers (0.41%).

Table 3.11: No. of persons in private households by semwonomic group of reference
person (Source: CSO, Census 2022)

e EO
BEEnECE - SO

_ 130 305 (2.88%)
_ 1200 3077 (29.01%)
_ 354 1001 (9.44%)
_ 470 1314 (12.39%)
_ 181 475 (4.48%)
_ 100 255 (2.40%)

w
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12 38(0.36%)
18 43 (0.41%)
1222 3113 (29.35%)

4043 10605

3.34.3 Commuting

As per census 2022 households with no car ownership in Longford town is 1007 households
(28.13%). Thenajority of commuter journeys within the town are facilitated via private
transportation;28.88% car driver, 19.49% car passenger, 2.46% van drivers; motorcycle or
scooter 0.09% (Table 3.12).

Table 3.12: Population aged 5 years and over by means of travel to work, school or

college (Source: CSO Census 2022)

34

[ o 130 2%
- 58 322 380 (5.56%)
- 6 0 o

_ 1923 49 1972 (28.88%)
_ 272 1059 1331 (19.49%)
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8 10 18 (0.26%)
180 13 193 (2.83%)
554 564 1118 (16.37%)
3996 2833 6829

The use of sustainable modes of transport within the town including active travel for
commuting indicates that 20% commute on foot walking, 2.5% using a bicycle, 5.56% using a

bus, minibus or coach and 1.55% using the train.
3.34.4 Working from Home

In County Longford, 4,110 people (aged 15 and over) worked from home at least one day a
week in 2022.This represented 21% of the workforce. The national figure was 32%. In
Longford Town a relatively small proportion of the working population worked fhome

(193 persons) at 2.83 % (193 persons) (Census 2022). However, this is an increase on the
figures from census 2016 when 1% or the working population worked from home. It is
considered that such a pattern changed with the advent of the Cb9ighandenic and

subsequent changes to working practices.

3.345 Broadband

As per Census 2022 almost 80% of households had a broadband internet connection in 2022
up from 71% in 2016 and 64% in 2011. In County Longford the number of households with
Internet access is indicated as 3033 households (75.13%); while 430 housebd884)ldid

not have broadband, 471 (11.67%) not stated and 103 (2.55%) other.

3.34.6 Childcare

This was a new question for Census 2022. There were 9,728 children aged 15 and under in

County Longford in April 2022. Of these, 3,044 (31%) were in childcare, compared with 33%
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nationally. In terms of Longford Town there were 2,465 children aged 14 under. 541 children

aged 15 and under in childcare (see Table 3.13).

Table 3.13: Children in Childcare (Source: CSO Census 2022)
Children ages 4 in childcare 233

Children ages 84 in childcare 308
Total children under 15 in childcare 541

3.3.5Health

As per Census 2022, nationally, 83% of people stated that their health was good/very good,
compared to 87% in 2016. In County Longford 76% of people stated that their health was
good or very good compared with 85% in 201T#.the population of Longfordbtvn 73.09%
RSAONAOSR GKSANI KSFfGK Ay | LRaaAdGA@dS fA3IKG
therefore had a lower percentage rate with a positive health perception than both the county

and national levels. While 14.79% of the population describett health in a negative light

la WCFANE .FR 2NJ +SNE . I RQ 0¢Fo6fS oodmMnod

Table 3.14: Population by general health and sex Longford town

(Source: CSO Census 2022)

2344 2282 4626 (42.24%)
1599 1779 3378 (30.84%)
597 694 1291 (11.79%)
116 146 262 (2.39%)
33 34 67 (0.61%)
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_ 656 672 1328 (12.13%)

5345 5607 10952 (100%)

3.3.6Deprivation

The Pobal HP Deprivation Index shows Longford town and the associated levels of affluence

and deprivation. (See HP Deprivation Index Mapgsectoral Areas and Small Areas). There

is a high level of deprivation present in Longford town as indicatedanlPé Qa | t 5 SLINA ¢
Index Maps based on Census 2022. The electoral areas within the Plan area which contains
[2Y3F2NR y2d M dzNBFyd [2yIF2NR wdzNIF € | NB OF
[2Yy3dF2NR y2® H ! NBlYy INEIDIIBIRNAZISR | &4 Wal N
Ly GSN¥Ya 2F (GKS W{YIlIff ! NBIFAaQ al Ll 6KAOK 221
NBadzZ 6a AYRAOFIGS | KAIK fSOSEt 2F RSLINAGF(GAZ2Y
| FTFEdzSY G Q 2N W FFEdSyiQha PeEISWETHEARY RO VYR :
{FAYyGd aAOKIStQa w2lFIR I NBF Aa OflaaiAFASR Fa u
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4.0 Strategic Vision and Aims
The strategic vision for Longford Town has been informed through higher level policy, the
sociaeconomic context and profile of the town, in conjunction with public consultation with

residents and relevant stakeholders. The Vision of the Longford Town LAP is as follows:

Wi2 aSa 2dzi I FNIYSE2N] F2N G§KS &ddzadrAylofS
the conservation and protection of the built and natural environment, while providing In an
SlidAGlIoftS YIFEYYSNI F2NJ F€f 2dzNJ LIS2LX S SAGKAY 0

4.1  Strategic Aims

The vision is underpinned by a number of strategic aims which are designed to provide a level
of focus and direction to the objectives within this Local Area Plan. These were developed on
the basis of highelevel policy, the many strengths of the town asdek to overcome the
weaknesses and threats identified in order to future proof Longford and provide for its long
term growth and sustainable development. As such the Longford Town Local Area Plan
provides for an overall strategy for the social, econgruidtural and physical development

of the town.

Strategic Aims

1. Core Strategy Compliance

Strategic Aim:

to support the sustainable loAgrm growth of Longford Town in accordaneéh the Core
Strategyof the LongfordCountyDevelopmenPlan2021-2027 (or any succeeding plan), the

provisions of the National Planning Framework and the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy 20122031
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2. Residential Sustainability and Placemaking

Strategic Aim:

to support and facilitate the development oftegrated sustainable neighbourhoods th

respondo the needsof changingdemographics in terms of housing delivery.

at

3. Economic Development

Strategic Aim:

to encourage sustainable employment growth and economic activity and promote Lof¥,

as a local and regional centre of trade, business and tourism.

ngford

4. Tourism

Strategic Aim:

to encourage and provide for the continued expansion of the tourism sector by the con
sustainable development and enhancements of visitor attractions and activities capitz

on our natural and cultural assets in a sustainable manner.

tinued

alising

5. Regeneration and Placemaking

Strategic Aim:

to tackle problems of population decline, lack of investment and physical dereliction

in an

integrated and cross cutting way, through several policy areas including integrated land use

heritage led regeneratioand socieeconomic measures to address the physical, econd

social and environmental problems associated with dereliction and decay.

mic,
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6. Social Infrastructure

Strategic Aim:

to facilitate and securethe provisionof social infrastructureto support existingand new
communitieswithin the Planarea,in a manner which provides flexibility to respond to var

and changing communityeeds.

7. NaturalHeritage and Greeinfrastructure

Strategic Aim:
to contribute towards the protection and enhancement of the natural heritage and
biodiversity within the Local Area Plan boundary and to provide a wide rang

environmental, social and economic benefits.

8. Built and Cultural Heritage

ied

the

je of

Strategic Aim:
G2 O2yaSNWVS IYyR YIylF3aS [2y3aF2NRQa dzy Al

future generations and to promote such assets as generators of economic developme

dzS KS

nt and

regeneration while adhering to best practice conservation principles and the relevant

statutory obligations.

9. Infrastructure

Strategic Aim:
to ensure that the delivery of infrastructural services is guided by the principles of susta
development in facilitating more efficient land use and physical development, whilst pro

for the continued social and economic growth of the County.

inable

viding
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10. Sustainable Transport

Strategic Aim:
the promotion of the use and increased delivery of sustainable modes of transport with
Town, in order to contribute towards the achievemefit NS f I Yy RQ& OF Nb 2

requirements.

11.Climate Change

Strategic Aim:

to ensureLongford Town becomes a climate resilient tdwmromotingthe economicsocial
and environmental benefits of low-carbon development, creating an integrated gree
infrastructure network, prioritising sustainable mobility and buildingwadtainable densitie

in appropriate locations.

in the
Y SYRA:
°N

|72}

12.Implementation and Monitoring

Strategic Aim:

to ensure @velopmentoccursin tandem with the delivery of supporting physical and spcial

infrastructure,in an orderly and efficient manner andin accordance with the principles|of

proper planning and sustainable development.
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5.0 Core Strategy Compliance

Strategic Aim:

to support the sustainable loAgrm growth of Longford Town in accordaneéh the Core
Strategyof the LongfordCountyDevelopmenPlan2021-2027 (or any succeeding plan), the
provisions of the National Planning Framework and the Regional Spatial and Economic

Strategy 20122031

5.1  Compliance with the Settlement Structure of Longford County Development Plan

The following sections address consistency across the plan hierarchy in specific areas as
required by the S.28 guidance issued by the DECLG on Local Area Plans (2013).

5.1.2 Function

1'd LISN) aSO0A2y Wnoyodp [/ 2dzydeée [2yIF2NR {Sidif
Development Plan 2022027 the settlement hierarchy for County Longford has been
assigned in accordance with the spatial structure and settlement typologies set thg in

RSES. It categorises areas for development within the county on a priority basis.

The role and function of Longford Town is clearly set out in the County Development Plan at

{ SOGA2Y noydp W 2dzyieée [2y3IF2NR {ShGidtSYSyid 1| A
county is contained in Table 4.13 Settlement Hierarchy for Longfouht¢development

Plan 20212027 which based on its designated role in the EMRA RSES places Longford Town

at Tier 1 of the settlement hierarchy, designated as a Key Town described as:

Large economically active service and / or county towns that provide employment for their
surrounding areas and with higjuality transport links and the capacity to act as growth
RNAOGSNB G2 O2YLX SYSyd GKS wS3IAz2ylf DNRGgGK 5N
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The Settlement Hierarchy and recommended residential density for Longford Town are

included in Table 4.14 of the Longford County Development Plan as set out below.

Recommended Residential densities and settlement hierarchy (source Longford County

Development Plan 2022027)

SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY

Key Town
(3540 units/ha) Longford Town

SelfSustaining

Growth Town Granard
(25 units/ha)
SelfSustaining Towns
(25 units/ha)

o sl lER S Aughnacliffe, Ballinalee, Drumlish, Keenagh, Le:
(20units/ha) Newtownforbes
Serviced Rurs
Villages  (1f
units/ha)

Rural Settlement Clusters & Open Countryside

Edgeworthstown, Ballymahon, Lanesborough

Abbeyshrule, Ardagr
Ballinamuck, Clondra

The Core strategy Map also contained in the CDP that sets the function and role of Longford

Town in a county context (s&eore Strategy Map
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This Local Areplan aims, through its policies and objectives to reinforce and support these

Fdzy OliA2ya G2 SyadaNB (KIFG [2y3F2NR ¢2¢y Fdzf FA
an economically active service town providing employment for its surrounding aseaela

as being endowed with highuality transport links and the capacity to act as a regional driver

to complement the Regional Growth Centre of Athlone. This role is further reinforced by the
associated housing and retail strategies that prioritiseedepment in Longford Town and

have informed the policy and objectives contained within this Local Area Plan.

5.1.2 Scale and Population

As per the Longford County Development Plan 2PQ@27, the demographic analysis
undertaken to inform the Core Strategy identified a consistent trend over the period between
19912016 whereby Longford Town assumed approximately 25% of the overall county
population in each subsequent census over this period. This proportion is largely expected to
be maintained over the plan period, with sufficient capacity within Longford Town to

accommodate this additional growth.

Given its designation within the RSES Settlement Hierarchy, and as reflected in the County
Longford Core Strategy (Chapter 4 Core Strategy, Settlement Strategy and Housing Strategy
of the County Longford Development Plan), Longford Town is identifiedeasetiiement
targeted for the most growth over the Plan period. The core strategy sets out a significant
level of growth in population within Longford. The population of Longford Town was 10.952
persons in the 2022 Census. The population growth tafgethe town is to grow by 2,502
persons, to a population of 12,510 people by 2027 in the Longford County Development Plan
2021-2027. This additional growth requires 1,304 residential units fgkted Extract from

Table 4.15: Core Strategy Talkjé.ongford County Development Plan 202D27).
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Adapted Extract fromCore Strategy Table (Source: Longford County Development Plan-202T).

© Potential no. of unit$

10,008 +2,502 12,510 1,304 391 34.77 ha. 35.33ha. 3533ha. 1,304

260t her Land&dowmeCamlidiS¢é d at egi ¢ Resziodedilartds.al Reserved
SResidential yield sowmbjéeodthetro |vamrdisedt iwdrd It ki ng account of the NPF Tiered apprwtalcth to zc
in making up the overall housing supply target but will not result in an exceedance of overall HST figures.
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Census 2022

Census 2022 indicated that the population of Longford Town 16852 persons. This is a
growth of 944 persons between 2016 and 2022 (9.43%jhis growth is averaged annually
over the 6 years of the census (262622) it works out as 157 persons per yeaApplied

over 11 years it works out at 1,727 persorf@r the next 5 years from 2022 to 2027 at a

growth of 157 persons a year would result in an additional 785 persons.

The Development Plan 202D27 core strategy for Longford Town is based on the 2016
Census figure of 10,008 persons growing by 2,502 to 12,510 persons by i@ 2quates
to a 25% increase on the 2016 Census figures to 20B&refore, the growth is @r 11 years

i.e. from census 2016 base figure to 2027.

Therefore, taking account of the census 2022 population results (10,952 persons) and the
growth of the town since 2016 by 944 persons to 2022 (9.48%de is still an allowance
from the date of census 2022 figures to 2027 to allow for a further populagrowth of 1,558
persons (15.57%).This rate for the remainder of the duration of the Development Plan for

Longford town is above the growth rate which occurred from census 2016 to 2022 (9.43%),

Furthermore, as per the Development Plalyear Review (October 2023) 153 no. residential
units have been grantedThe core strategy allocated 1,304 residential units on 35.33Asa.
only a very small proportion of this land has received permissiorefdential development

on residential zoned lands (2.4759 ha.), there is therefore significant land reserve

remaining. This is considered adequate to meet future housing demands.

A policy is included in this Local Area Plan that upon the replacement of the current Core
Strategy or zoning provisions contained in the County Longford Development Pla@@221

by that of a subsequent Development Plan that the Local Area Plan wigmsecthis.
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5.1.3 Compact Growth

The existing town centre housing stock comprises a general mix of traditional buildings of
varying heights with some infill developments. There is a range of higher density housing
within the town centre area of Longford. In accordance with higher Iplais the NPF,

RSES and the Longford County Development Plan, emphasis is placed on brownfield sites, infill
sites and reuse of existing housing stock/vacant buildings (minimum 30%). In addition to the
residentially zoned lands within the plan area, thare lands identified for infill / brownfield
residential development. As per the requirements of the Longford County Development Plan
2021-2027 and associated Core Strategy there is a requirement for provision for 391

residential units to be deliverednainfill/brownfield sites.

Taking account of the projected growth, lands have been identified within its-iguiltrban
boundary which could potentially be brought forward for development over the Plan period,
and which are in accordance with the key NPO 3c of the NPF in deliaeteast 30% of all
new residential units targeted for Longford Town within its existing fugltfootprint. In

accordance with the recommendations of tl&ustainable Residential Development and

Compact _Settlements Guidelines for Planning Authoritipablished in January 2024

residential densities in the range of 40 dwellings plus per hectare shall be applied in the centre
and urban neighbourhoods. Further detail in relation to this is indicated in section 6.2.1

Growth priorities and residential deities of this Plan.

5.1.4 LAP Compliance with County Development Plan Core Strategy

This LAP accords with both the Core Strategy and infill development requirements as set out
in Chapter 4 of the Longford County Development Plan-202Y as appropriate lands have
been identified and reserved to accommodate the forecasted growth within the plan period.
This LAP provides guidance in relation to the location, type and design of new residential
development, together with a phasing framewddk residentially zoned lands, which ensures
compliance with the Core Strategy, Settlement Strategy e Housing Need and Demand

Assessment in the County Longford Development,Riadin accordance with the guidance
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contained in the DEHLSustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas ad8%he

principles of proper planning and sustainadkvelopment.

To ensure continued compliance with the Core Strategy and its housing allocation for
Longford it will be necessary to monitor the number of residential units permitted and
developed on an annual basis. The quantum of land zoned in the Local Area Pedisiha

an estimated density of specific siteH. that density is significantly increased a surplus of
zoned lands is generated which, if developed wittme lifetime of the Plan,will resultin a
greater population than the Core Strategyprovided for. Monitoring the number of units
permitted and constructed enablesa closer alignment between the Core Strategy, the
population projection, development activity and all the associatedessary physical, social
and community infrastructure. If it appears that population targets are likely to be exceeded

as a result of increased densities, it may be necessary to review the Plan.

5.2  Future Development Priorities

Continued population growth will create pressure on the housing market and on certain
services and infrastructure including childcare, schools, transport, water, wastewater,
recreation and amenity. This Plan presents an opportunity to initiate the negesaasition

to a low carbon and sustainable model of development that will improve the quality of life for
people living in the town. Accordingly, the priorities for this Plan are to achieve compact
growth based on the prioritisation of the town centriges and the development of infill sites

and to identify new residential sites at sustainable densities.

The future Development Priorities for Longford Town are set out in schematic form in the CDP
document(see Longford Town Development Strategy Maplhis schematic map illustrates
the potential that exists in the built fabric, cultural heritage and amenity of Longford town, its

employment base and shopping facilities.
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Following the building on alésidential zoned lands, it is considered that the lands identified
asW{ GNF G§S3IAO wSepreders tidinaxt niost apPrapiiatda@axo cater for future
strategic requirements to accommodate the orderly and sequential expansion of the town
(Longford Town Development Strategy Magfor this reason, these lands have been zoned
as'BtrategicReserv@adesignatiorthat seekgo protectsuchlandsfrom inappropriateforms

of development which would impede the orderly and efficient expansion of the urban

settlement.

5.3  Environment and Heritage Protection

The Local Area Plan responds to environmental factors including proposed development
within/adjacent to Special Areas of Conservation and areas at risk of flooding. It also
acknowledges the importance of built and natural heritage as an environmental and
economic asset (including tourism) and includes comprehensive and integrated objectives for
its conservation and enhancement. The Plan has also been subject to and informed by a
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), Appropriate Assessment (AA) agicStitaod

Risk Assessment (SFRA).

Furthermore, the environmental sensitivities of the county identified in the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) process for the Longford County Development Ptan 2021

2027 have informed the Core Strategy and the role it identifies for Longford Town.

Regarding built heritage protection, a Statement of Character has also been prepared for the
Longford Town Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) which provides the local authority,
residents and developers with best practice advice for development witmenACA (see

Appendix 2.
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5.4  Core Strategy Objectives
It is an objective of the Council to:

CSO01{ dzLJLI2 NI GKS AYLX SYSydalraazy 2F (GKS NBftSQ
contained within Chapter 4: Core, Settlement and Housing Strategie$ other
relevant chapters of the County Longford Development Plan 2027, including the
Core Strategy and all zoning provisions of the County Longford Development Plan
2021-2027, or subsequent relevant Development Plan améccordance with the
Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for
Planning Authorities (2024).

CS 02 Upon the replacement of the current core strategy and zoning provisions of the
Longford County Development Plan 282127 by a subsequent Development Plan, this
Local Area Plan will recognise this and any associated land use zoning.

CS 03 Supportand facilitate compactgrowth through the sustainableintensificationand
consolidation of the town centre and established residential areas.

CS 04 Monitor the scale, type, tenure and location of constructed and permitted
developments in Longford during the lifetime of the Plan and apply appropriate
developmentmanagemenstandardgo ensurecompliancewith the CoreStrategy.

CS 05 Encourage the compact growth of Longford Town and undertake a town centre first
approach to ensure that development proceeds sustainably and at an appropriate
scale, density and sequence and in line with the County Core Strategy Table.

CS 06 Remain within the allocated housing requirements set out in the County Development
Plan 20212027 Core Strategy for Longford Town (or subsequent relevant
Development Plan) when facilitating residential development. In this regard,
development shall not bpermitted where it conflicts with the County Core Strategy.

CS 07 Encourage the appropriate redevelopment of brownfield and infill sites for residential
and mixed uses within the existing builp footprint of Longford Town.

CS 08 Prioritisethe developmentof siteszoned®own/ Sy GridBeww S & A R®ihid A | f Q
the town (see Land Use Zoning MapAppendix 1).

CS 09 Supportandfacilitatethe implementationof the regeneration of sites identified in this

Plan(see Strategic Sites MapRegeneration Chapter).

54



Longford Town Local Area Plan 2025 -2031

CS 10 Focusmewenterprisedevelopmentnto landsidentifiedfor Industryand Warehousing
and Enterprise and Employment ugese Land Use Zoning MapAppendix 1).

CS 11 Supportnew residentialdevelopmentand infill developmentthat occursin tandem
with the delivery of supporting physical and social infrastructure.

CS 12 Ensure that any development permitted is in accordance with the provisiovislome
2. Appendixl: Land Use Zoning Matrix and Volume 1: Section 16: Development
Management Standards of the Longford County Development Plan2024.

CS13t NBaSNWBS GKS fIyRa ARSyded BidIBe Zbning Map 0 NI G S:
Appendix 1) thereby controlling the level of piecemeal and haphazard development
on these landsaind safeguardingheir strategicvalue in accommodatinghe orderly
sequentialexpansion of the urban settlement beyond the current Plan period.

CS 14 Ensurethat projects giving rise to adverse effeds the integrity ofEuropeansites
(cumulatively, directly, or indirectly) arising from their size or scale, land take,
proximity, resource requirements, emissions (disposal to land, water or air),
transportation requirements,duration of construction,operation,decommissioning
or from any other effects shall not be permitted on the basis of this‘plan

CS15 Ensure that anyevelopment within the Longford Town Architectural Conservation
Area (ACA) is carried out in accordance with best practice advice for development within

the ACA (see Appendix 2).

4 Except as provided for in Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, viz. There must be: (a) no alternative solution gtailable,
imperativereasonsof overridingpublicinterestfor the planto proceed;and(c)adequatecompensatorymeasuresn place.
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6.0 Residential Sustainability and Placemaking

Strategic Aim:

To support and facilitate the development of integrated sustainable neighbourhoods| that

respondo the needsof changingdemographics in terms of housing delivery.

6.1 Overview
Residential Density, Mix and Design

The delivery of housing in Longford Town is essential to support the overall role and success
of the settlement. A key focus for the settlement is to encourage the provision ofthuglity
housing development at the right locations over the coming yeaiarder to ensure wider
societal benefits and the sustainability and enhancement of facilities such as schools, shops,
recreation facilities and open spaces. Central to this is the requirement to provide high quality
housing products that meet a variety dfousing needs, including those required by
employees of existing and potential industry and enterprises within the town. As such the
Plan promotes an appropriate housing mix of suitable levels of private, social and affordable
housing types in accordaneath the Longford Key Town requirements. New residential areas
should be connected, attractive and well designed with a range of adaptable dwelling types

and densities, creating a sense of place and a-qigdity public realm.

Longford County 2 dzy @ivhdry@idn in relation to residential developmenttisdeliverhigh

guality, sustainable living environments which are attractive, safe and vibrant and meet the

needs of the residentsind the community. The principlesof quality, sustainability and
placemakingnustbeforemostin allfuture residential development in the plan area, including

private, social, voluntary, special needs housing proposatsto provide accommodation

for the needsof the TravellerCommunityin  OO2 NRI yOS gAGK [ 2y 3T2NR
Traveller Accommodation Programme 2019 2024 for County Longfordor any

updated/superseding document).
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Continued population growth will create pressure on the housing market and on certain
services and infrastructure including childcare, schools, transport, water, wastewater,
recreation and amenity. Thieongford County Development Plan 2227 contains policy

objectives which will be taken into account.

Placemaking

Placemaking relates to the interrelationship and connection between people and the spaces
they use. It requires a peopleentred approach to the planning, design and management of
our settlements and the built environment. Placemaking is underpinned byl goban
design, which seeks to create public spaces that are vibrant, distinctive, safe and accessible

and which promote and facilitate social interaction and economic growth.

tfFOSYF{Ay3 Aa |y SaaSyidialrt Ayl o0SGeSSy
life through the creation of attractive places to live, work, visit and invest. The availability of,
and access to, services is key to creating healthier placesindiudes access to adequate
housing and employment choice, supported by good healthcare and education, quality public
realm and access to nature, the arts and cultural heritage. There are significant national and

regional policy requirements, along Wisection 28 guidelines which relate to Placemaking.

In working towards establishing viable and sustainable communities, it is important to ensure
that the Local Area Plan is underpinned by policies and proposals that are consistent with

overarching national and regional guidance and policies. The impertafichealthy

aLJ

LI F OSYIF {Ay3a NS OSYyidiNlf O2YLRYySyda 2F al yvySo

FYR 3a20A1F 0SSR WDAdZARAY3 t NAYOAL}X Sa FT2N (K
particular note, in addition to Chapter 7 of the County gfmnd Development Plan 2021
2027.
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6.2  Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for

Planning Authorities

The Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for Planning

Authorities published in January 2024, constitute Ministerial Guidelines under Section 28 of
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). The Guidelines set national planning
policy and guidance in relation to the planning and development of urban and rural
settlements, with a focus on sustainable residential development and the creation of compact
settlements. The Guidelines replace the 2009 Sustainable Residential Development in Urban

Areas Guidelines for Planning Authorities.

The revised Guidelines set out in detail policy and guidance in relation to the growth priorities
for settlements, residential density, urban design and placemaking and introduce

development standards for housing.

6.2.1 Growth priorities and residential densities

[ 2y 3F2NR ¢2¢y Aa OflaasSR Fa | wySe ¢2¢y |y
DdZA RSt Ay Sad ¢KS LINA2NAGASE F2NJ GKS INRBoUOK 27

are to:

a) plan for an integrated and connected settlement overall, avoiding the displacement
of development generated by economic drivers in the Key Town or Large Town to
smaller towns and villages and rural areas in the hinterland,;

b) strengthen town centres;

c) protect, restore and enhance historic fabric, character, amenity, natural heritage,
biodiversity and environmental quality;

d) realise opportunities for adaptation and reuse of existing buildings and for
incremental backland, brownfield and infill development, and

e) deliver sequential and sustainable urban extension at locations that are closest to the
urban core and are integrated into, or can be integrated into, the existing-bypilt

footprint of the settlement.
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The Guidelines set out a methodology for identifying appropriate densities in the different
types of settlements. The recommendedt density ranges for Key Towns and Large Towns

are as follows:

1 Centre and Urban Neighbourhoods:

o The centre comprises the town centre and the surrounding streets, while
urban neighbourhoods consist of the early phases of residential development
around the centre that have evolved over time to include a greater range of
land uses.

0 Residential densities in the range of 40 dwellings per hectare (dph) to 100 dph

shall be applied in the centres and urban neighbourhoods.

1 Suburban / Urban Extension:

0 Suburban areas are the ledlensity caforientated residential areas
constructed at the edge of the town, while urban extension refers to greenfield
lands at the edge of the existing builp footprint area that are zoned for
residential or mixeelse (inclding residential) development.

0 Residential densities in the range of 30 dph to 50 dph shall be applied at the
suburban and urban extension locations.

o 5SyaridAasSa 2F dzLJ 42 yn RLK akKlftf oS 02y
SEGSyarzy t20FGAz2yaod W O00SaarofsSQ t20
lands within 500m (i.e. up tods-minute walk) of existing or planned high

frequency (i.e. 18ninute peak hour frequency) urban bus services.

The Guidelines recognise that, while considerations of centrality and accessibility will have a
significant bearing on density, it is also necessary to ensure that the quantum and scale of
development at all locations can integrate successfully into theeixeng environment.
Therefore, Longford County Council will refine densities to ensure that new developments

respond to the receiving environment in a positive way and do not result in a significant

59



Longford Town Local Area Plan 2025 -2031

negative impact on character (including historic character), amenity or the natural

environment.

In accordance with the Compact Settlement Guidelines (2024), the following density levels

are identified in Longford Town (see Density Map):
Area 1: Centre and Urban Neighbourhoo@dO dph):

1 Town Core
1 Residential
Area 2: Suburban/Urban Extension: (35dph)

i Residential
1 New Residential

2 A0KAY (GKS W/ SYyiNB IyR ! NblYy bSAIKOo2dzZNK22R!

considered subject to protection of residential and visual amenities and the proper planning

and sustainable development of the area.
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6.2.2 Quality design and placemaking indicators

The Guidelines set out key indicators of quality design and placemaking which will inform the

Longford Town LAP. The key indicators are as follows:

1 Sustainable and Efficient MovemenEnsuring places are well connected and
accessible by sustainable modes. Places should be perceived as safe and not
dominated by cars.

1 Mix and Distribution of UsesPromoting the integration of land uses and
transportation and a diverse mix of housing that can facilitate compact housing
and provide greater housing choice.

1 Green and Blue InfrastructurePlacing an emphasis on the protection of
natural assets and biodiversity, whilst also taking a more strategic view as to
how open space networks are formed to balance the needs of communities.

1 Responsive Built FormPlacing an emphasis on the creation of a coherent
urban structure and design approach that responds to local character and is

attractive.

6.2.3 Development Standards for Housing

The Guidelines seek to promote a maansistent approach across local authorities in respect

to housing standards and have set out specific planning policy requirements (SPPRS) in
relation to the separation between dwellings; private open space provision; car parking; and
cycle parking. ThePPRs contained in the Guidelines will supersede any conflicting provisions
in the current Development Plan and therefore will be applied by Longford County Council

when assessing applications in accordance with the provisions of Section 34(2)(ba) df the Ac

SPPR t Separation Distanceg A minimum separation distance of 16 meters, with
the provision for further reductions in certain circumstances.

SPPR 2¢ Minimum Private Open Space Standards for HousesMinimum
requirement for private open space of 20 sq. m for-betl house; 30 sg. m for a 2
bed house; 40 sq. m for al#ed house; and 50 sg. m for abéd house. Further

reductions are possible where higjuality communal open space is provided.
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SPPR 8 Car Parking; In accessible locations, the provision of car parking should be
1.5 no. spaces per dwelling, increasing to 2 no. spaces per dwelling in immediate and
peripheral locations. The maximum car parking provisions do not include bays
assigned for use by camudls, electric vehicle charging stations or accessible parking
spaces.

SPPR 4 Cycle Parking and StorageAll new housing schemes must include safe and
secure cycle storage facilities. A general minimum standard of 1 cycle storage space

per bedroom should be applied.

The requirement for public open space has also been revised, however this is included in the
DdZA RSt AySa Fa I Wt2ftA0& YR ho2SOGALBSQO NIGKS
space provision is 105% of the net site area, depending on thes#irig public open space in

the area. A higher proportion of public open space will be required for sites that contain

significant heritage, landscape or recreational features.

The Guidelines are accompanied by a Design Manual which illustrates best practice examples

that relate to the application of the Guidelines.

6.3 Group/SpeciaNeedsHousing
Thereareanumberof groupswith specificdesignandplanningneedsincludingolder people,
people with disabilities and members of the travelling community. This Plan paggisasis
on universal design in order to provide for those with specific housing needs. The mix and
design of new housing for group/special needs housing in Longford town will be influenced
by a range of factors including:

!  Consideratiorof the natureof the existinghousingstockandexistingsociaimixin the

area,;
1 Desirabilityof providingfor mixedcommunities;
1 Provisionof arangeof new housingtypesandtenures;

1  Theneedto provideachoiceof newhousingtypes,suitableandadaptablefor allage
groups; abilities; and

1  Theneedto caterfor groupswith specificneeds.
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6.4  Housingfor OlderPeople

Longford County Council haslLangfordAge Friendly County Strategy 2019 ¢ 2024 and

associated Programme @uwdinator. It is considered that as part of this Local Area Plan that
supported housing and longaerm residential care facilities for older people should be fully
integrated into the local community. Such facilities should be within walking distance of the

town centre, key servicesand public transportation, car parking and public spaceswhile
integratedinto a universally accessible and age friendly public reabngfordAge Friendly
CountyStrategy2019 ¢ 2024. Furthermore, in the provision of housingpngford County

Council has appointed an age friendly housing specialist whoenitlvolved in developing a
LINEINF YYS (G2 AYLX SYSyid GKS [ 3 ShousihgloftighR fod K 2 dz3

the ageing populatiofi 0 ®

6.5 Traveller Accommodation

There is 1 no. Traveller Halting site located at Willowpark in the Ballyminion area of the town
(See Traveller Accommodation Map)This provides a Hsay halting site. The Longford
County Council Traveller Accommodation Programme (TAP)2024 fulfils requirements
under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998. The TAP aims to meet the
accommodation needs of travellers in Longford within a-frear period up ta2024 whilst
recognising the ethnic identity of the Traveller community and aiming to provide

accommodation that is suitable to their specific needs. This includes Longford town.

The TAP provides for standard housing options, as well as tragpkeific accommodation
such as halting sites, temporary/emergency sites. Different housing options will be provided

in accordance with an assessment of need and are subject to feasibility.
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6.6  Social and Affordable Housing

Social and Affordable housing shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of the
Housing Strategy of the Longford County Development Plan-2021. Part 9 of the Land
Development Agency Act 2021 requires, as a condition of a grant of plaremmgsgion, that

an applicant for permission for the development of 5 or more dwellings on relevant public
land is obligated to enter into an agreement with the relevant planning authority prior to the
lodgement of a commencement notice to deliver a cerfa@ncentage of affordable housing,

by way of either affordable purchase or cost rental units, within that development.

Relevant public land is land owned by a relevant public body, being a local authority,
Government Minister or state body listed in Schedule 1 and 2 of the Act, within a town the
population of which is equal to or greater than 10,000 persons at the moshte€ensus.

The Land Development Agency has developed a Register of Relevant Public Land which
identifies relevant public land and land owned by the LDA or a subsidiary DAC on a map and
provides information on whether Part 9 requirements of the LDA Actagglicable (for
relevant planning applications for residential / residential mixed development) or whether
exempted from the provisions of the Part 9 affordability requirement. This register is publicly
available at www.Ida.ie and will allow for the resmit local authority to check and confirm
whether land to be developed is subject to this Part 9 requirement (@€ Development

Agency ldentified Sites Mgp
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6.7 Vacancy, Dereliction, R&se and Land Activation

LG Aa GKS [/ 2dzyOAftQa IAY (2 NBRdzOS (GKS ydzyo SN
support the change of use from vacant commercial units to residential use in Longford town,

where appropriate, will be supported by the Council under the Dereltes3ict 1990 (as

amended) or the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 (as amended). The Council will

also encourage the use of upper floors of existing retail/office units within the Town Centre

as residential accommodation. The planning authority @il S NB3IF NR (2 GKS
ZonedLand TaxDdzA RSt Ay Sa F2NJ tflyyAy3d ! dziK2NAGASExX
and serviced lands with the aim of bringing forward housing development. The Council will
support the use of the Croi Cdénaitheofins) Fund Scheme, which provides grants for the
refurbishment of vacant properties for occupation as a principle private residence, including

the conversion of a property, which has not been used as residential heretofore.

6.8  ResidentialDensity,Mix and Design Objectives
It isanobjectiveof the Councilo:

RES 01 Support the implementation of Section 9.4 Healthy Placemaking of the RSES, and
the relevant County Policy Objectives (CPOs) contained within Chapter 7:
Placemaking andther relevant chapters of the County Longford Development

Plan 20212027 .

RES 02 Promote an appropriate housing mix of suitable levels of private, social and
affordable housing types in accordance with the Longford Key Town
Requirements and ensure that all new residential development provides for a
sustainable mix of housing typeszess and tenures and that new development

complements the existing residential mix.

RES 03 Require residential developments be built at sustainable densities in
appropriate locations, incorporating a mix of tenures and integrating the

principles of healthy and age friendly placemaking.

RES 04 Promoteand supportinnovativehousingmodelsincludinglive-work unitsand

specific needs housing amostrental units.
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RES 05 Require that an appropriate mix of housing type, tenure, density and size is
provided in all new residential areas and in appropriate brownfield/infill areas
to meet the needs of the population of Longford, including the provision of
special needs housinghich includes housing for older people, people with
disabilities, social housing, affordable housing, gestal accommodation

and accommodation for the travelling community.

RES 06 Promote an agdriendly town, which seeks universal accessibility and-age
friendly homes in accordance with the Afeaendly Ireland Ten Universal
Design Features, 2021, and the bpsactice guidance outlined in the Building
for Everyoneg A Universal Bsign Approach, by the Centre of Excellence in

Universal Design.

RES 07 Supportthe actionsset out in LongfordAge FriendlyCountyStrategy2019 ¢
2024 and any subsequenstrategy, regarding the implementation oage
friendly principles in the planning, design and delivery of physical

infrastructure, public realm works, business and commercial premises.

RES 08 Seek to provide Traveller Specific Accommodation at appropriate locations
close to keyservicesandpublictransportfacilitiesin accordancewvith Longford
County/ 2dzy OAf Qa ¢ NI @St SN | OQ@R¥ariedy G A2y

subsequent traveller accommodation programme.

RES 09 Encourage the reuse of upper floors above commercial premises (existing

retail / office units) in the Town Centre for residential accommodation.

RES 10 Promote healthy placenaking, increase the liveability factor of Longford,
encourage the most efficient use of land, and ensure a mixture of residential
unit types that are designed and constructed on the principles of universal

design, lifelong adaptabity and energy efficiency.

RES 11 Secure the provision of social infrastructure, community and recreational

facilities in tandem with residential development.

RES 12 Comply with the Sustainable Residential Development and Compact

Settlements Guidelines for Planning Authoritipablished in January 2024,
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RES 13

RES 14

RES 15

RES 16

RES 17

RES 18

RES 19
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constitute Ministerial Guidelines and any other relevant Guidelines and
SpecificPlanningPolicyRequirement SPPRs$suedunder Section28(1) of
the Planningand Development Act 2000 (as amended).

Requirethat residentialschemesn closeproximity to heavilytraffickedroads
within the Plan area are designed and constructed to minimise noise
disturbance, follow a good acoustic design process and clearly demonstrate

that significant adverse noise impacts will be avoided.

Apply a 10% social housing requirement, pursuant to Part V of the Planning
and DevelopmenAct 2000 (asamended)to all sitesthat are zonedsolelyfor
residential use or for a mixture of residential and other uses (save where the

development is exempt from thprovisions of Part V).

Apply requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended)that a specified percentage of relevant public land which is being
developed for residential use must be used for affordable housage where

the development is exempt from the provisions of Part 8).

Apply the affordability requirement for residential developments on relevant
public land with the right of first refusal of the LDA in relation to the disposal of
relevant public land in accordance with Planning Circular Letter PGO 01/2023
and the Land Delopment Agency Act 202X Remaining Provisions)

(Commencement) Order 2022.

Where appropriate, to support the change of use from vacant commercial units
to residential use under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 (as amended) or the Urban

Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 (as amended).

| S NBIFNR (2 G§KS Wy SdidelRes yoil Rlanhing %2 y SR
l dzZiK2NARGASEAS WdzyS HAHHQ AY ARSYGATEAY:

the aim of bringing forward housing development.

Support the use of the Croi Conaithe (Towns) Fund Scheme, which provides

grants for the refurbishment of vacant properties for occupation as a principle
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private residence, including the conversion of a property, which has not been

used as residential previously.
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7.0 Economic Development

Strategic Aim:

to encourage employment growth and economic activity and promote Longford as a logal and

regional centre of trade, business and tourism.

7.1 Overview

Longford i keytown whichprovidesalongestablishecemploymentbasein the County. The
SettlementHierarchyas set out within Chapter4 Core Strategy, SettlementStrategyand
Housing Strateggf the County Longford Development Plan 2227 identifies Longford as

a Level 2Key Town}¥ettlement. Taking account of the rolielentified by the EMRA RSES as
aSié 2dzi A Bupport bongiod dawn dis 2 strétegic portal to the northwest and south
in recognition of its location at the junction of the N55; M4/N4 Dublin/Sligo and N5; due to its
proximity to the regional growth centre of Athlone; and support its role as a strategic
SYLX 2 @& Y S yAs suohe ioNdteeefore has an elevated economic role in the County
as a regionally strategic employment centre and in effect a regional driver tasked with

complementing and syporting the higherorder urban area of Athlone.

Longford town is home to a broad economic and employment base ranging from
microenterprises to largscale multinational companies. This chapter sets out the economic
strategy for the town. Irdeveloping this economic strategy, cognisance has been taken of
the diverse economic and industrial base within the town. The Economic Strategy recognises
the need to foster and facilitate a resilient and sustainable economy for the town. The
challenges msented by Brexit and Covid over recent years demonstrated that the industrial
and commercial base in Longford is very robust and ready to meet future challenges, in
particular those presented by climate change and the transition to a low carbon society.
Traditional industries must also look to integrate smart specialisation and digitalisation to

remain competitive in an increasingly globalised economy.

72



Longford Town Local Area Plan 2025 -2031

7.2 Economic Profile

Longford town acts as a key employment centre with strong retail, administrative and service
functions that serve a wide catchment. The town has a young, diverse and growing
population of 10,952 people (Census 2022) and a growth rate of 9.43% from 2Q0&@20
Longford Town has grown significantly in recent decades with a substantial economic profile.
This is reflected in the high jeab-residentworkers ratio which the town boasts; 2,592
persons of the 6,376 persons aged 5 years and over have a joiummeepf under 15 minutes

to work, school or college (40.68%) based on data from 2022 Census. This is indicative of a
net inflow of workers into the settlement owing to its robust employment base with
significant incommuting and employment in sectors $u@s advanced manufacturing,
pharma and agfiood. Longford Town is home to a mix of retail, commercial, services, agri
business, food processing, medical and biopharma industries. This reflects the strong
commercial, enterprise and employment functiohtbe town with an agricultural hinterland,

accessibility to the national road network and the availability of an available workforce.

Longford Town is designated asYay S & i #hé RSES on account of its role as an
economically active service town providing employment for its surrounding area, as well as
being endowed with higlguality transport links and the capacity to act as a regional driver
to complement the Regional Guh Centre of Athlone. Its designation is also reflective of the
substantial retail and administrative functions on offer in Longford Town, as well as its level
of physical and social infrastructure which servésaad, crosgegional hinterland. The RSES
states that Key Towns should seek commensurate population and employment growth, on
high quality public transport corridors coupled with investment in services, amenities and
sustainable transport. Regional pglicdentifies the town as a portal to the Northern and
Western Region and providing a supporting role to the Regional Growth Centre of Athlone.
As such economic development should strive to capitalise on this. Furthermore, the Upper
Shannon Erne Futuree@omic Project, which is a collaboration between the Cavan, Leitrim,
and Longford local authorities with ESB and Bord na Mdna, provides the opportunity to

deliver cross regional economic projects.
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Given its strong employment base, its critical mass and its designation within the region under
the RSES, Longford Town is the focus for much of the economic development and projected
population growth contained with the core strategy and policies of @munty Longford
Development Plan 2022027. As per theLongford County Development Plan 232P7, a

key principle of the Settlement Strategy is Longford Town as the principal economic driver

and focus of investment for the county.

The MidlandsRegional Enterprise Plan to 2024 has critical objectives across themes such as
placemaking, climate change, and advanced manufacturing and it identifies key regional
strengths that will support enterprise development and growth in the key strategic towns i

the Region such as Longford Town.

The Regional Enterprise Plans recognise that enterprise policy coherence and collaboration
G GKS ylrdazylt tS@St ySSRa (2 0SS Ybasel2 NER
perspective on needs, capabilities and opportunities to inform nationtdr@rise and other

policies; - economies of scale through joined up actions and investment; - effective targeting

of national initiatives to areas of opportunity and greatest need; and - development and
delivery of a programme of collaborative actionsttlean drive better outcomes in terms of

regional job creation.

The challenge for Longford is to identify projects, partners and collaborators that can help to
drive further economic growth. Opportunity exists to build further resilience by growing a
strong advanced manufacturing base with world class R & D fac#itiésrant food and drink
sector, a low carbon / green enterprise sector; an improved tourism offering and better

quality of life.

Work patterns have changed in recent years and stakeholders across the Midlands in

recognising its centrality and large number of commuters, have developed a network of co
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working facilities throughout the region in both urban and peripheral areas. Opportunity

exists in Longford Town to develop a co: working facility to provide for hybrid working options.

7.3  Longford Town Economic Development Strategy
7.3.1 Primary Economic Growth Town

The County Development Plan Economic Development Strategy and associated Economic
Development Hierarchy (and hierarchy of Employment Centres) identifies Longford Town as
' Wt NAYIFENE 902y2YAO DNRGUK ¢26yQd heRSES A A
as the most economically active settlement in the County that provides employment for its
surrounding area with higlyuality transport links and the capacity to act as a growth driver

to complement the Regional Growth Centre of Athlone. In the Booo Development
Hierarchy, the characteristics and key sectoral strengths of Longford Town are identified as

follows:

() Significant icommuting and employment in sectors such as advanced manufacturing,

med-tech, and food processing.
() Main administrative centre for the county.

() Primary retail centre.

Longford Town is the dominant settlement in the county in terms of population, economic
activity, level of service and infrastructure and connectivity and therefore is the clear choice
as the primary growth for the county. Critical mass is a core objeciygported by density

levels which enable competitiveness and sustainability and create opportunities for
economies of scale to justify strategic infrastructure provision. As such it is important to
ensure that there is an adequate supply of zoned land émployment purposes at

appropriate locations to accommodate employment growth. A total of 197 hectares of land
is zoned for employment purposes in Longford Town, across the following employment land

usetypesW2 g6y [/ 2NBQ YR WLYRdAZAONRFf k/ 2YYSNOALI K
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Industrial / Commercial / Warehousing Lands Availability Analysis Table

FQ! OLAYRSEDSE 21LISRQ Ay Ot dzZRSa fIyRa F2N gKAOK

7.4  Local Area Plan Approach

A quantum of lands has been identified in the plan area for appropriate employment
development. The employment lands comprise of industrial emerprise ventures that are

operated by both national and international companies and are primarily located on the
outskirts of the town. Collectively these employment sites offer a strong employment base

for the towns inhabitants and those living in somnding areas. This plan seeks to advance
GKSaS RS@St2LISyida Ay GFyRSY gAlK GKS RS@St:
coming years. This approach will facilitate sustainable living whereby employment sites are
accessible to residential areay sustainable modes of travel without sole reliance on the

private car.
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This planned approach to future employment development in Longford town will comply with

the provisions of both the EMRA RSES and County Longford Development Pl&02D21

which supports the important role of Longford Town in terms of service provisiah an
employment for its catchment within the economic function of the county. The Economic
Strategy of the RSES (section 6.3) and associated vision and economic principles have been
considered. As pefFigure 6.3 Economic Strategy of the RSH® associatedife key

principles relate to the following: Smart Specialisation; Clustering; Orderly Growth;
Placemaking; and Future Proof and Risk Management. This plan will support the development

of Longford Town as a dynamic and cuttedpe location with immediatec@ess to excellent
infrastructure and local services. ThislirdzNy/ g Af f Sy adz2NBE (GKS G26yQa

for people to reside and employment companies to locate.

Clustering

Create. maintain or upgrade economic

Economic
Opportunity

To diversify local and rural economies
and create quality jobs, to achieve a
sustainable, competitive, inclusive
and resilient Region.

Placemaking Orderly Growth

Craation of place for Human Capital Strategic employmeont locations
with Innovation, Infrastructure and aligned with Growth Strategy
access to Trade

This Local Area Plan will support critical employment growth in the coming years. This accords
with the approach set out itChapter 8: Economic Development of the County Longford
Development Plan 2022027.
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A policy is included in this Local Area Plan that upon the replacement of the current Core

Strategy or zoning provisions contained in the County Longford Development Pla2@221

by that of a subsequent Development Plan that the Local Area Plan widmsecthis.

7.5  Economic Development Objectives

It is an objective of the Council to:

ECON 01

ECON 02

ECON 03

ECON 04

ECON 05

ECON 06

{ dzLILI2 NI GKS AYLX SYSydlFdAz2y 2F (GKS NBf
contained within Chapter 8: Economic Developmeand other relevant

chapters of the County Longford Development Plan 22@247.

Support and promote Longford Town as a key hub for employment, enterprise
and tourism within the Gateway Region, and in its role as an economic driver

complementing the Regional Growth Centre of Athlone.

Promote the Key Town of Longford Town as a primary centre of employment
in the County and support the provision of increased employment through the
expansion of the existing enterprise ecosystem in Longford and smart

specialisation.

Support the provision of physical infrastructure and zoned lands to realise the
delivery of strategic employment lands in central accessible locations in

F O0O2NRIyOS ¢AGK (GKS WDdzZARAY 3 t NAYOALIX
5S@St 2LIYSyiQ toee63of theyRSES (Bcghon{icSategy); and

htw tNIOGAOS b24GS tbnn 2y WYWgiTheyy Ay 3
5SSt 2LIYSyid tflty YR 9YLX2@8YSyd [FYyRaC

Promote the plan led development and regeneration of publicly owned land
banks in Longford Town for employment, education, community, cultural and

recreational opportunities.

Support the development and expansion of enterprise and employment within

Longford Town, and to eoperate with all stakeholders, landowners and
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relevant agencies to attract investment, while at the saimee ensuring there

is no resultant negative impact on the vitality and vibrancy of the town centre.

ECON 07  Upon the replacement of the current core strategy and zoning provisions of the
Longford County Development Plan 262127 by a subsequent Development
Plan, this Local Area Plan will recognise this and any associated land use zoning.

ECON 08  Support the economic development and regeneration of the town centre.

ECON 09  Support the development of a creative and innovation hub angvodking

space within the settlement.

ECON 10  Support the development of a cross sectoral approach to promote Longford as
' 1Se G2dz2NRAY Kdzo Ay (GKS aARddenyRas ¢

Heartlandsbrand and theShannon Tourism Masterplan

ECON 11  Develop the recreation and amenity potential of waterways including the River
Shannon and Lough Ree and the development of a greenway network
including the Galway to Dublin Cycleway, subject to the requirements of the
Birds and Habitats Directives and tBepartment of Transport, Tourism and
{LI2NIQa 5dzofAy G2 DIftgle& DNBSygle tfly
environmental management and sustainable development.

ECON 12  Support and promote economic and enterprise development and activity in a

manner which contributes to the transition to a low carbon, climate resilient

and environmentally sustainably town.

ECON 13  Ensure that the employment lands on the western side of the N4 are
developed in accordance with sustainable transport principles and the

relevant Sustainable Transport Objectives of this Plan.
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7.6 Retall
7.6.1 Position of Longford Town in the Regional and County Retail Hierarchy

In the Retail Planning Guidelinglsongford town is defined as a Level 3 Settlement, assigning
it the role of providing retail support at subregional level The importance of Longford
Town has also been recognised in the Eastern and Midland RSES, which has classified the town

as a Level 2 centre (Major Town Centres & County (Principal) Town Centres).

7.6.2 County Longford Retail Strategy 202D27

The designation for Longford Town, prescribed by the RSES Regional Retail Hierarchy, has
informed the Retail Hierarchy adopted in the County Longford Retail Strategy. As per the
Longford County Development Plan 282027 an interim review of projected flogpace
requirements to provide an evidendemsed quantum of retail floorspace requirements for

the Plan period was undertaken (Annex 9: Retail Strategy, LCDP). As such the location and
extent of new retail development must have regard to the planning fraori for the County

and central to the provision of additional retail floorspace is the need to reinforce the retalil
KASNI NOKeé 2F GKS /2dzyieéd ¢KSNBEF2NB:I Al Aa 0.
urban centre continues to develop its retluinction to meet expanding shopping needs and

to ensure a healthy and competitive retail environment.

The Longford County Retail Strategy is contained in Volume 3: Annex 9 of the County
Development Plan, with relevant policy contained in Section 8.7.2 of Volume 1 of the County
Development Plan. The County Longford Retail Strategy reflects the importahiomgford

Town, identified asalLevelt®/ 2 dzyi e ¢26y [/ SYGNBQ gAIGKAY (KS
plays in the overall retailing function of the County through its position at the top of the retail
hierarchy. As a consequence of the retaihpacy of Longford Town in the County, the
importance of promoting the use of appropriate lands within Longford Town for the
development of associated employment generating, industrial and mixed uses in order to

enhance and contribute to the overall economifyLongford is acknowledged.

SRet ai l Pl anning Guidel i,(DoECLG, a012), Béctonh2.3npggeAlut hori ti es o
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7.6.3 Retail Strategy Longford Town
7.6.3.1 Core Retail Area

A key policy objective of thRetail Planning Guidelingsthe promotion of greater vitality in

town centres through the implementation of a sequential approach to the location of all retail
RSOSt2LIYSYyi® ¢KAA WaSljdsSSyadAlt | LILINEBIFOKQ LINR 2
of-centre or outof-centre locations. The importance of core areas as the most suitable
locations for higher order fashion and comparison goods is recognised, as they are easily
accessible for the majority of the catchment pdgtion and also provide a compact and
sustainable critical mass of commercial activity and public amenities, thereby reducing the

need to travel. Given its scale and dominance of retail development and uses relative to other
settlements in the County, Lgford Town is the most pertinent settlement to be subject to a

defined core retail area.

7.6.3.2 Vacancy

The Retail Strategy indicates that there are particularly high concentrations of vacant
properties in and around Longford town. Given the level of commercial vacancy within the
settlement, coupled with a relative underperforming commercial and retail etatke Core

Retail Area of Longford Town is identified as the dense clustering of key commercial activities,
bounded by the primary thoroughfares of Main Street to the West and Dublin Street to the

South, and the secondary thoroughfare of Ballymahon $tethe southwest. In accordance

with the guidance on the location of all new retail activity set out in Betail Planning
GuidelineE [ 2y 3AF2NR ¢24yQa [/ 2NB wSaGlFAf ! NBIF Aa 0
retail development during the plan period (sBetail Strategy Majp
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Retail Strategy Map
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7.6.3.3 Lack of Comparison Shopping

While Longford Town has a vibrant retail core, it has a notable deficiency kehiyjimodern
comparison retail floor plates. The lack of high value comparison anchors in the town core

has undoubtedly contributed to the growth of expenditure leakage franK S G2 6y Qa
catchment area, as the retail profiles of competing centres have developed at a faster pace.

In order for Longford Town to compete effectively with other urban centres of a similar scale,

it is imperative that sufficient higlkend comparison shqgpng is in place in the town core area.

It is essential in terms of the sustainable development of the Town going forward that this
high-end comparisorshopping provision is retained and substantially enhanced within the

Town core area and that leakagettee periphery is prevented.

7.6.3.4 Specific Retail Development

Retail has an important contribution to make to the character and sense of place of urban
spaces. It is essential therefore that retail development is of a high design quality and at an

appropriate scale to the centre in which it is located.

7.6.3.4.1 Regional Shopping Centres

5dz2S G2 [2y3F2NR (G2¢6yQa 201 0A2y |0 a4GNFGS3IAA
traditionally acted as an interegional centre for the surrounding counties. In order to

maintain the role of Longford Town as a driver of development in the nmitHands area

and to maintain its position within the Regional Retailing Hierarchy, the potential for regional

shopping facilities will be considered subject to relevant planning criteria.

7.6.3.4.2 District Shopping Centres

In line with the Retail Planning Guidelines, and having regard to the Retail Hierarchy, Longford
Town is identified as being the only location within the County suitable for the provision of
District Centres for the purpose of providing retailing and ariesito serve its catchment

population. District shopping centres will be considered in the context of their location.
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Applicants will be required to illustrate the compatibility of their proposal within the County
Development Plan and provide a comprehensive report outlining and addressing these issues,
including a demonstration of a deficiency in the provision of paldictioorspace types and

an indication of the demand for proposed additional floorspace. In accordance with the
provisions of the Core Strategy, District Centres shall be restricted to Longford Town

including, but not restricted to, the Northern Environga.

7.6.3.4.3 Retail Parks and Retail Warehouses

Retail warehouses, due to their large retail floorspace requirements, the bulky nature of their
goods and the consequent heavy requirement for car parking are generally located on the
edge or outside of the budtip urban area. Due to the specialist natwkthese parks, it is

not considered that their location outside of the commercial core will adversely impact on
the vitality and viability of the town centre. Consideration will be given to retail parks where
goods sold are predominantly bulky goods tha difficult to accommodate within the town
centre. Grouping of units into retail park situations to facilitate sustainable transport patterns
and reduce congestion in the town centre will be encouraged. Individual retail warehousing
units in outof-centre locations will generally be subject to a minimum gross retail floorspace
in the region of 700 sq.m. This is to prevent potential adverse impact on the vitality of the
town centre. Maximum gross floorspace of individual units in such locations will the in
region of 6,000m2 (this includes external display area, for example, ancillary garden centres).
These minimum and maximum floorspace criteria apply to proposed new developments and
extensions to or subdivisions of existing developments or those prsljigranted planning

permission.

7.6.3.4.4 Local Shops

Local shops located in neighbourhood centres are an important element of the retailing
industry in the urban area. Primarily convenience outlets, local shops because of their
proximity to large residential areas, provide a readily accessible service $ar gaods,

especially for the less mobile sectors of the community such as the elderly and disabled.
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This LAP aims to address issues related to retail development in Longford Town, given the

primacy of its function as the main retail centre in the county.

7.7  Retail Objectives
It is an objective of the Council to:

RET 01 { dzLILI2 NI GKS AYLIX SYSyidlFaGdAazy 2F GKS NBf
contained withinChapter 8: Economic Developmenthe County Longford
Development Plan 2024027

RET 02 Promote and encourage major enhancement of town centre activities within
Longford town to enable it to maintain its strategic role as defined in the

Eastern and Midland Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.

RET 03 Support, promote and facilitate measures, such as town centre regeneration,
implementation of the Longford Town Local Transport Plém improve
accessibility and public realm improvements, arawlvn Centre Firghitiatives

to reduce retail and commercial vacancy in the town centre.

RET 04 Build upon the strong services function of Longford town and encourage an
increase in higlkend high street comparison retailing in the Longford Town

core shopping areas.

RET 05 Support retail development which is of an appropriate size, scale and type to
I G2y OSYUGNB 20l GA2y AY [2Yy3IF2NR ¢25

RET 06 Protect and promote the vitality and viability of Longford town centre,
including applying a sequential test for retail developments, in accordance
with the Retail PlanninGuidelines for Planning Authorities (DoEHLG, 2012).

RET 07 Improve the retailing environment of Longford Town by improving the public

realm and facilitating a resolution to the centre traffic congestion problems.
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Establish a dedicated Longford Town Teanook at actions to support the
regeneration and promotion of the town as a whole and to work with the
appointed Town Regeneration Officer and the Nigithe Economy Advisor

who will feed into the Town Team and TCF Plan.

Promote and encourage appropriate evening and niyhe economy uses to
improve the vitality and vibrancy of Longford Town in accordance with the
standards of thdPurple Flag Programmueijth the aim of achieving Purple Flag

status for Longford Town.
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8.0 Tourism

Strategic Aim:

to encourage and provide for the continued expansion of the tourism sector by the continued
development and enhancements of visitor attractions and activities capitalising on our natural

and cultural assets in a sustainable manner.

8.1 Overview

Centrally located within the Country, Longford Town is ideally located for tourism purposes.
Longford town has a rich cultural heritage with potential to develop as a recreation and
tourism hub, building on its proximity tattractions such as Centre Parcs, the Royal Canal,

The DublinWestport Greenway and Mid Shannon Wilderness Park and key assets within the
G2y &adzOK a {40 aSftQa /I GKSRNIfX GKS wAGBSNJI /
Rebel Trail and Literaryrdil. Longford Golf Course, GAA pitch, running tracks and sports

grounds are also attractive features that attract visitors to the town.

In recent years County Longford has seen a significant upscaling of its tourism sector, most
notably through the development of Longford Forest Center Parcs which opened in July 2019,
and which is a significant employer with approximately 1,000 employ&agnificant
expansion of tourism infrastructure throughout the county has also taken place, spearheaded
by a number of regeneration projects undertaken by Longford County Council, in the form of
an enhanced network of leisure trails and cycleways. Thisigchas coincided with the

Wl A RRSY ItoBrishdarketiig’o@npaign undertaken by Failte Ireland. In terms of the

town this can be capitalised on, and this Local Area Plan builds upon this tourism offering.

88



Longford Town Local Area Plan 2025 -2031

8.2  Regional Policy
8.2.1 EMRA RSES

In terms of regional policy as per the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern
and Midland Region (EMRA RSES) the following Regional Policy Objective for Longford Town

is noted:

RPO 4.60: Support the development of Longford as a tourism hub having regard to its
accessibility to key tourist destinations in the Region including Center Parcs, and proximity to
VEIEGdzZNI £ FYSYAGASas NBONBI GA 2y fe Rehellany@rdizy A G A €

Trail.

In accordance with ROP 4.60 of the EMRA RSES this Plan will support the continued roll out
of the tourism brand in Longford Town and ensure that provision is made for the development
of the town as a tourism hub in accordance with RPO 4.60 of the EMRATR&EAII include

the development of appropriate tourism facilities and infrastructure.

822 LNBflIyRQa | ARRSY I SINIflyRa

Longford Town forms part of th&/ L NB f | Y RQA& | loiiBSbfand. Bhe Sldarndny R & Q
Masterplan providesa clear roadmap for the future tourism investment within Irelands
Hidden Heartlands. The focus of the Masterplan is centred on the River Shannon and its
surrounding towns, including Longford. As per sectibn ®p ®o { Kl yy 2y DI (iS¢
Shannon gateways are towns of scale located just outside the Shannon/ Shannon Erne
Waterway corridor and includes Longford Town. As portals to the Shannon rélggse,

gateway towns provide significant visitor services such as accommodation, food and drink, as
well as critical access to public transport to major centres, with direct links to Dublin, Shannon
and Knock Airports. These towns also provide ancillarnermxpces of cultural heritage,

evening entertainment as well as opportunities to provide transport links to smaller
settlements closer to the core masterplan area. This brand destination of Failte Ireland

presents an opportunity for Longford Town to fuethdevelop its evolving tourism product.
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8.3  Longford County Development Plan 202027
831 [2Yy3AT2NR ¢24y W5SaldAyliaAzy ¢26YQ

As per theLongford County Development Plan 2287 Longford Town is identified as a

W5 SadAyl i Fatylretrtd 6 ThiQ LodagArea Plan will build on this role. As such it is
considered the primary destination for visitors with its strong commercial, arts and cultural

scene. Ithasmany mugiA A G F GGNF OQGA2ya AyOf dziReyidlds { 1 @ a
t SIFOS tIFN] o002YY2yié YR KAaAaOU2NAOIftfe&e NBTSN
Greenway. Higlgyuality local food and beverage available, with a concentration of many
restaurants, pubs and its very own craft beer brewery. There is an historic walking trail around
Longford Town to compliment a visit to Longford Cathedral and highlight the many buildings

and locations of interesmithe county town. To attract increasing numbers of visitors the

provision of facilities to serve tourism will need to be promoted and increased.

8.4 Blueways, Greenways, Cycleways

Blueways consist of a network of navigable inland waterways. A Greenway israadff
route for walkers, cyclists and other nomotorised transport in Ireland. The Royal Canal is
both a Blueway and Greenway. The Royal Canal is amade waterway linkig Dublin to

the River Shannon near Tarmonbarry, with a spur branching off and connecting with Longford
town. It provides scenic routes by canoe, bike or on foot and connects Longford Town with
the rest of the County and with neighbouring Counties sucR@common, Westmeath and
Leitrim. The Greenway network present a number of connected natural and manmade
features and locations and connects most areas of importance and natural beauty in the
County. This includes Longford Town and the Counties tourisihupts of the Rebel Tralil,

the Literary Trail and the Mi@hannon Wilderness Park, which are a fundamental part of the

[ 2dzy 1@ Q& ¢ 2 dzNeR @2027. {Thie NChuint Gyeliig stategy has been developed
further into North, South and MidL.ongford CyclinRoutes. This provides Longford town with
access to a comprehensive Cycling network built aronatonal and regional access

Greenway Routes via the Royal Canal Greenway.
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Royal Canal Gateway Spur:

Abranchof the RoyalCanaflowsinto Longfordtown andhas been redeveloped into the town
centre. This can provide an important tourism focus in the town core and has great potential
for waterways tourism in Longford Town. A looped pedestrian walkway and cycle path along
the banks of the Canal, provides alkwaay from the Market Square to Farneyhoogan Bridge.
There are a number of other walking and cycling routes which may be identified and further

enhanced to improve the amenity value of the area and facilitate its enjoyment by the public.

The Council will aim to support the enhanced connection between the Royal Canal Greenway
and town centre, as proposed in the Royal Canal Gateway Spur proposal (further detail
contained in theLongford Town Centre First Stratggyroposals include enhanced public
realm design and wayfinding focused on improving the link between the Royal Canal
Greenway and the Market Square where the original Royal Canal Harbour was located. This
will include the representation of elements of theiginal Longford Spur cahchannel into

the town and harbour, reinforcing the existing disjointed connection between the Longford
Canal Spur and the Town Centre. The proposal also includes the installation of a strong art
feature that will create a focal and reference point foe town, whilst also assisting in the

orientation and wayfinding between the Longford Spur and the heart of Longford town.

The Council will continue to engage and consult with the relevant bodies, with regard to
further potential opportunities for the Royaanal Spur in Longford Town and other future
development in the vicinity of the Canal including the promotbactiveandpassiveaourism

and the sensitive assessment of new development in the Canal corridor.

8.5 Tourism Infrastructure

This Local Area Plan recognises that tourism development can make an important
contribution to the economy of the Town and to the County. However, in order to do this the
Council recognises the need to strengthen tourism infrastructure in Longford.nthisles

promoting the distribution of tourism products and improving the readiness of the Town for
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the tourism market. Accordingly, encouraging the development of tourism products that are
consumerfocused, having the potential to attract visitors, while at the same time are

environmentally sustainable is a key objective of this plan.

The development of tourism will also be advanced through the provision, and extension,
where appropriate, of existing amenities, including wabased activities and walking routes.

Facilities that encourage visitors to remain in the Town shall be engedraProvision,
improvement and/or enhancement of tourist attractions and ancillary facilities will be
LINEY2(0GSR® {dzLILI2 NI ¢gAff faz o6S 3AAGBSYy F2N
enhanced connection between the Royal Canal Greenway and tovtreca@s proposed in

the Royal Canal Gateway Spur proposal will be supported.

The lack of an appropriate tourist accommodation base and substantial conference facilities
is also recognised as a severe limiting factor, not only in terms of the development of the
town as a product, but also in terms of its cultural and economic groWwtle development of
such facilities would be an important step forward for the business and leisure industry and
the entire economy of the town and County. The establishment of appropriate tourism
facilities, including hotel and conferencing facilitiel i encouraged in suitable locations in

the town.

8.6  Tourism Objectives
It is an objective of the Council to:

TOU 01: { dzLILI2 NI GKS AYLX SYSyllFaGaAazy 2F GKS NBf S
contained within Chapter 10: Tourismand other relevant chapters of the

County Longford Development Plan 222P7.

TOU 02: Continue to support the development and promotion of Longfét8 Sa G A y I G A 2

¢ 2 g ab @n urban tourism destination providing memorable and {gjghlity
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visitor experiences and services for visitors to the range of attractions and

activities in the surrounding area.

TOU 03: { dzLILI2 NII  F YR LINE Y25 Sa [ »yWlaohasyRring thesQ |

impact of branding and marketing through providing and sharing resources.

TOU 04: Encourage the celebration of the unique attributes of Longford town in the
design and delivery of all visitor interpretation, signage and public realm
A0KSYSa Ay 2NRSN)I G2 LINRPOGARS (2d2NRada ¢

memorable visit.

TOU 05: Support the development and promotion of Longford town as the principal
GAAAG2N) ASNIAOSa OSYGNB |yR Kdzo F2N C
County.

TOU 06: Promote and develop its historical and cultural attractions and its recreation

and amenity potential having regard to its natural amenities including the River

Camlin, the Royal Canal and its links to the Longford Bogs and River Shannon.

TOU 07: CFrOAfAGIGS GKS SYyKFIyOSYSyid IyR RS@St 2L
a location where cultural heritage and artistic visitor attractions can be

clustered, offering a unique and marketable tourism proposition.

TOU 08: Promote the location of the Camlin River, Connolly Barracks and the unique
Mall Park on the town trail as part of the various Longford tourism trails and

the Royal Canal Greenway.

TOU 09: Support community projects and industigd collaborative tourism initiatives
which aim to enhance and promote the visitor offering in Longford Town.
These shall include trail heads for the Rebel Trail, Literary Trail and Mid
Shannon Wilderness Park (sdeFCAppendix 5: Tourishhiterary & Rebel Trail
Map)

TOU 10: Support the development of a strong evening and nityme tourism
economy, in collaboration with arts and music venues, festivals and events

committees, the Longford and local Chambers of Commerce, Town Team and
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TOU 11:

TOU 12:

TOU 13:

TOU 14:

TOU 15:

TOU 16:

TOULT:

TOU18:
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the NightTime Economy Advisor. This shall include support for various

festivals.

Develop public open spaces in Longford town that have good connectivity and
are accessible for safe, secure walking and cycle routes, in particular links to

the Royal Canal Greenway.

Facilitate, where appropriate, proposals to improve access for all at existing
tourism sites and facilities, and to require all new tourism related
developments to ensure the development is accessible to everyone, regardless

of their age, or ability.

Support the provision of accessible tourism and to achieve this, all projects and

improvements will adopt the principles of Universal Design.

Undertake an Accessibility Audit within th&etime of the Development plan
to inform Accessible Tourism priority investments at key tourism hubs subject

to the necessary resources.

Facilitate, where appropriate, the provision of highality tourism products
and services within the Town and particularthe provisionof quality hotels
and accommodationfacilities, and the development of tourism activities,

attractions and events and the development of linked tourist trails.

Encourageclustering of tourism related developments in order to maximise
benefit through the establishment of synergistic operational links, e.g. links

between accommodation providers and outdoor actiptyrsulits.

Encourageinitiativesin the development of linked tourism and heritage trails

that encourage longer stays in the Town.

Promote and encourage initiatives in the establishment of a signage
committee to develop an integrated signage theme for tourist attractions,
which shall include strict specifications in terms of appearance, materials and

location.
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TOU 20:
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Promote the developmentof walking and cyclingoutes within the town,

particularly along the Canal and River Camlin.

Maximise opportunities for the use of th@anal and Camlin River as tourism
and recreational amenities by working with the appropriate bodies to develop

the infrastructure and amenities

Support the development of the Longford Royal Canal Gateway Spur and
continue to engage with Waterways Ireland in relation to the further
development of the Royal Canal and the upgrading of its associated

infrastructure.

TOU 22Support the enhanced connection between the Royal Canal Greenway and town

TOU 23:

TOU 24:

TOUZ2S:

TOuU26:

centre, as proposed in the Royal Canal Gateway Spur proposal.

Engage and consult with the relevant bodies, with regard to further potential
opportunities for the Royal Canal Gateway Spur in Longford Town and other
future development in the vicinity of the Canal including the promotdn
activeandpassiveourismand the sensitive assessment of new development

in the Canal corridor.

Promote and facilitate cultural and historical events to increase the tourism,

cultural and lifestyle profile of the town.

Promote and encourageinitiatives in the support of ecotourism such as
initiativesin public transport and potential alternatives to the use of private

cars to access visit@attractions.

Promote and encourageinitiatives in the development of bestpractice
guidelineson energyefficiency,waste managementandrecyclingn tourism

facilitiesandenterprises.
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9.0 Regeneration and Placemaking

Strategic Aim:

To tackle problems of lack of investment, social infrastructure deficitplaysical dereliction
in an integrated and cross cutting way, through several policy areas including integrated land
use, heritage led regeneratioand socieeconomic measures to address the physical,
economic, social and environmental problems associated with dereliction and decgy. To
enhance the town core through the provision of healthy placemaking, to improve the
attractiveness and functionalityf & ongford Town as a place to live, work and visit, while jalso

functioning as the business, service, social, cultural and recreational hub for the community.

9.1 Overview

This Regeneration Chapter is intended to assist in the realisation of the key provisions of the
Plan. While applying to the town as a whole, it focuses on the rejuvenation of the town centre
by identifying and presenting eardinated actions to improve theetail and commercial
attractiveness of the Core Retail Area, provide for enhanced permeability and sustainable
mobility within the town centre and improve links between the core and surrounding
residential and employment areas. Measures to overcome tankige barriers to
development such as new infrastructure provision, environmental enhancement and site
assembly will be considered, along with the promotion of a nadtitor partnership approach

involving the planning authority, other public agencies &asiness and community interests.

As per the County Longford Development Plan 2P@27 strong emphasis will be placed on

the regeneration of key areas and further development of the town in order to sustain its
important role within the County. A central objective of the Longford Colayelopment

tfFy A& (G2 NBISYSNIGS GKS / 2dzyi e Qa-usaddand/ a | yR
and buildings within the existing builllp urban footprint (see the Longford County
Development Plan 2022027, Chapter 4:Core, Settlement and HougnStrategies and

Chapter 6 Regeneration for more detail). As such this concept has been further developed

in this Local Area Plan.
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Longford Town has a number of strategic areas that can act as regenerative catalysts
increasing the residential, economic and leisure potential of the town centre, whilst also
addressing vacancy, derelict buildings and enhancing the vibrancy of the t@yraras
include the Camlin Quarter and Ballyminion Areas with further strategic sites throughout,
including possibilities within the southern quarter of the town. There are opportunities for
improved links between both ends of the town and enhanced rejatien of, and
connections between, the Royal Canal Greenway and the former location of the canal harbour

around the Market Square.

9.2 Placemaking

In terms of placemaking this overlaps with the concept of regeneration. The concept of
creative placemaking presents an opportunity to evolve our existing urban spaces to create
attractive and memorable places that interweave and showcase Longford'caltisre and
heritage as part of the urban fabric. Development should contribute to the creation of a
distinct sense of place and identity that not only facilitates, but encourages and creates
opportunities for activity and interaction, from simple day taydactivity to social, seasonal
and planned events. It is important therefore that proposals for development show regard to
existing features of interest and incorporate such features into design proposals. It is also
recognised that the installation of Blic Art can provide for interesting and creative focal
points within our towns and villages. Chapter 7 Placemaking of the County Longford
Development Plan 2022027 sets out broad principles of placemaking, which includes Public

Realm and Universal Desigtich will be taken into account in this Local Area Plan.

9.3 Regeneration Opportunitieg Longford Key Town

Ly GKS w{9{zZ [2y3F2NR ¢246y HKAOK Ad ARSYUIATA
having a particularly high ratio of jobs to resident workers, with significacbmmuting and
employment in sectors such as advanced manufacturing;fagd andthe pharma sectors.

As per the Development Plan a significant number of potential projects for advancement are

identified.
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It is recognised that Longford Town has a number of strategic areas that can act as
regenerative catalysts increasing the residential, economic and leisure potential of the town
centre, whilst also addressing flooding issues, vacancy, derelict buildidgsn&ancing the

vibrancy of the town. Key areas include the Camlin Quarter and Ballyminion areas, with
further strategic sites throughout, including possibilities within the southern quarter of the
G2y ¢KS WwSIASYSNI A2y fiedNdSHe Qubdeglént setfion il (G S T A C

be targeted for specific action.

The Longford Flood Relief Scheme will address flood considerations and support appropriate
use of riverside locations. There are opportunities for improved links between both ends of
the town and enhanced rejuvenation of, and connections between, the RGyalal
Greenway, the former location of the canal harbour in the vicinity of the Market Square and
the Albert Reynolds Peace Park (the Mall). Also, the planned development of a creative and
innovation hub and cavorking space is also regarded as prowdanfurther opportunity to

drive enterprise development and entrepreneurship in the town.

Potential projects under the various funding sources will also be identified. The Regeneration
section will pursue complementary funding streams that support broader aims to achieve
outcomes in the areas of tourism, economic, recreation, heritage, amesutyial inclusion

and climate action.

Town Centre First Policy

TheTown Centre First Polipyovides a cerdinated, wholeof-government policy framework

to proactively address the decline in the health of towns across Ireland and support measures
to regenerate and revitalise them. It aims to create town centres that function as viable,
vibrantand attractive locations for people to live, work and visit, while also functioning as the
service, social, cultural and recreational hub for the local community. It will facilitate that
response by towns so that their centres can function as the susdéenand vibrant heart of

the communities they serve, in ways that are adaptable and appropriate to 21st century
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needs. Key t@own Centre Firsdre local communities and local businesses who have the
opportunity to reimagine and shape the future of their town/ village through the
development of aTown Centre First Strategyith the support of a dedicated Town

Regeneration Officer and their Local Authority.

A Town Team comprising of representatives of local residents, business people, community/
voluntary groups and other stakeholders will come together with the support of the Local
Authority through a dedicated Town Regeneration Officer to develop a plamn(T®ntre

First Strategy) and follow through with the-atiportant actions to make their area a better
place to live, work and visitA Town Centre First Strategyasdevelopedin early 2024 for
Longford town. Theown centre regeneration initiatives will primarily address issues
identified within the Town Centre First Strategy, which will broadly cover the area as indicated

in the following map.
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Town Centre First StrategyIndicative Land Area Map
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9.4 Longford Town Regeneration and Placemaking Objectives
It is an objective of the Council to:

REG 01 { dzLILI2 NI GKS AYLX SYSyidlFaGdAazy 2F GKS NBf
contained withinChapter 6: Regeneration, Chapter 7: Placemalind,other

relevant chapters of th€ounty Longford Development Plan 2227

REG 02 Support and prioritise Longford Town regeneration opportunities and the
associated cerdination of relevant stakeholders in recognition of #sY S &
¢ 2 gsfafus within the County.

REG 0Support Longford Town as a strategic portal to the northwest.

REG 04 Support Longford Town in its role as a support centre to the regional growth

centre of Athlone.
REG 0Support Longford town in its role as a strategic employment centre.
REG 06upport the development of Longford Town as a tourism hub.

REG 07 Support social inclusion measures including the revitalisation of areas by

physical regeneration, planning, investment and community development.

REG 08 Support the pladed development and regeneration of publicly owned land
banks in the town for residential, employment, education, community, cultural

and recreational opportunities.

REG 09 Support the consolidation of the town centre and the enhancement and linking
of brownfield and outlying sites to the town centre, with a focus on the

regeneration of underused buildings and strategic sites.

REG 10 Enhance accessibility and sustainable mobility within the town centre by
improving links between the core and surrounding areas through the further

integration of public transport, walking and cycling facilities.

REG 11 Connect educational, recreational, employment, civic and town centre
economic activity, and in particular improve the relationship between the

Albert Reynolds Peace Park (the Mall) and the town core.
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REG 13

REG 14

REG 15

REG 16

REG 17

REG 18

REG 19
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Supportstourism investment and the profile of the Camlin River in Longford

Town through the strategic development of recreational trails and networks.

Create northsouth linkages from the Canal to the Camlin River incorporating
the Royal Canal Greenway and Albert Reynolds Peace Park (the Mall), linking
FNBFa 2F (02dz2NARAY YR FYSyAide LRGSYOGAl:

Cathedral, the Backstage ddtre in relation to the town core.

Promote the development of the Camlin Quarter area of Longford Town in
accordance with th€amlin Quarter Plan, or other relevant subsequent plan /

strategy.

Develop the Camlin Quarter (including Connolly Barracks, Church St. Great
Water Street, Little Water Street onto the Albert Reynolds Peace Park (the
Mall), by enhancing the public realm, investigation of potential land uses,

landbank assembly and connedtyvimprovements.

Work with elected members and support community capacity building through
Town Teams and the URBACT Local Group, in delivering improved

regeneration.

Recognise the importance of universal accessibility and promote relevant
Initiatives in conjunction with representative organisations which will include
various interventions in the Albert Reynolds Peace Park (the Mall), the
acquisition of ORIS investmeott other relevant funding stream for works to
the Camlin Bridge, and any further projects or delivery of universal accessibility

under new initiatives addressing specific target areas.

Support the development of projects identified in tMglitary Assets as Public
Spaces Integrated Action Plamd any other relevant plan or strategy for

Longford Town.

Pursue complementary funding streams that support broader aims to achieve
outcomes in the areas of tourism, economic, recreation, heritage, amenity,

social inclusion and climate action.
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REG 20 Seek the preparation and implementation of regeneration plans (incluing
the public realm) in Longford2 &own Centre through appropriate funding

sources

REG 21 Develop and implement @own Centre First Strategyhich makes Longford

town a better place to live, work and visit.

REG 22 Encourage the repair and enhancement of existing shopfronts and the
replacement of inappropriate shop fronts where necessamccordancevith
Annex 8:Shopfront Design Guidelines of the Longford County Development
Plan 20212027.

9.5 DesignatonofPwS3ISYySNI GA2Yy | NBFaQ FyR al aiSNItfl
9.5.1 Regeneration Areas

The designation o NB 3 Sy S NI il the2 BevelbpiiBnit Rlad is a requirement for the
implementation of the Vacant Site Register under the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act,
2015. As per the Longford County Development Plan 202T an indicative Regeneration

Area is identified for LongfdrTown (seéndicative Regeneration Areas Map
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Furthermore, all Vacant sites identified are subject to the provisions of the Urban
Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 with respect to the Vacant Site Levy and are deemed in
GKA&a tfly FT2N WNBASYSNI A2y Q LIzNLI? atShed ¢t KS
Register. These will be developed in conjunction with the requirements of the Vacant Sites
Officer and the Regeneration section. In addition, derelict sites will laéssubject to

regeneration initiatives.

9.5.2 Strategic Sites

This Local Area Plan sets a framework to identify and secure the redevelopment and
regeneration of such areas in need of renewal and supports the activahandgement of
vacant sites to address incidents of urban decay and vacancy. The primary objective is to
facilitate longterm economic development in the town and the delivery of sustainable
housing and the generation of economic activity. Where necessmrydevelopment of
strategic sites shall include the provision of improved transport infrastructure links to support

the economic development of Longford Town.

W{GNFGSIAO {AGSEAQ | NB O2yaiRSNXE RtratdgcBiey S NI G A
Map).

These areas contain lands that detract from the overall area in which they are situate, either
by way of heightened levels of vacancy (commercial, industrial, residential) or through poor
maintenance and/or dereliction, or a mix of these attributes. Thassas are prominently

located and have a significant visual impact that affects the overall image and investment

potential of the town and environs.

¢KS ! NRyIOFaal FyR {IAyl aAOKIStQa w2l R I NBI
AdzZFFSNAY3I FNRBY &a20ALf FyR SO2y2YAO RSLINAGE GA
{AlSaqQo {ONI GSIAO { A0S V2 da)issulbstarniti&lly vdithyirS w2 | F
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the floodplain, and as such has to be very sensitively dealt with, and its use for flood

attenuation and urban forestry may be more appropriate.

Additional regeneration areas may also be identified in Longford town during the lifetime of
the Local Area Plan as the need arises. Areas suffering from social and economic deprivation

will be prioritised.
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Strategic Sites Regeneration Strategy Table:

13.99 None- Serviced High
21.87 None- Serviced Low
1.96 Nonec Serviced High
0.22 None- Serviced Medium
2.50 Nonec¢ Serviced Medium
This area is not currently serviced wit Low

sewer network and there is no currer
UE project to support thisNetwork

extensions will therefore be develope

40.5 driven.

36.74 None- Serviced High
5.57 Nonec¢ Serviced Low
3.11 Nonec Serviced Medium
0.10 Nonec¢ Serviced Low

40.55 Nonec¢ Serviced Low
1.68 None- Serviced High

168.84
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9.5.3 Master Planning Strategic Sites Objectives

It is an objective of the Council to:

MP 01

MP 02

MP 03

MP 04

MP 05

MP 06

9.6

Promote the appropriate development and regeneration of the designated
WNBEISYSNI A2y | NBIFaQ ARSWHADAEEd fp i 8 K¢
W5 S NEB ik GctordantelmBhéti® requirements of the Vacant Sites Officer

and the Regeneration section.

t NEY23GS GKS RS@St2LIYSyid YR NBISYSNI (A
in the Longford Local Area Plan in accordance with the Town Centre First

Strategy.

Identify additionaWw S 3 Sy S NI &% feduifed, toNidBllidé deas suffering

from social and economic deprivation within Longford town.

Promote innovative solutions to ensure social, economic and environmental

gain for communities.

Ensure the development of strategic sites shall include the provision of
improved transport infrastructure links to support the economic development
of Longford Towin accordance with the provisions of the Local Transport Plan
and the transport measures contained in the Sustainable Transport section of

this Plan.

Seek funding from a variety of local, national and EU sources as part of the

dedicated town regeneration initiative.

Public Realm

Public realm comprises of the public outdoor spaces accessible to everyone, from squares,

parks and open spaces to the footpaths and the streets that link them. Poorly considered

infrastructure such as overhead wiring, excessive or garish signage andisadgeand an

array of street furniture styles can be detrimental to the visual amenity of public spaces. It is

essential that a consistent approach is maintained in the selection of street furniture,

materials and installations rather than an-adc mixof styles. Traditional signage, lighting
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columns and benches may be more appropriate in some areas, whereas a more contemporary
modern approach would be suited for new innovative developments in accordance with

adherence to the Development Plan Signage Design Guidelines.

A detailed public realm assessment will be carried out in the town core area to identify
improvements that can be made to enhance the pedestrian environment in particular in

Longford Town and promote inward investment and residential use in the town core through:

() Promotingactivity at street level inexisting and nevdevelopments.
(J Improving pedestrian permeability throughout the toweore.

() Developing (an accessibility audited) hard and soft landscaping scheme throughout the

town inaccordance with a coordinated theme.

(W Assessing footpaths and junctions within the town core from a pedestrian and an

accessibility perspectivand carry out improvementgasrequired.

(J Ensure that important views and vistas within the town streetscape are maintained and
enhanced though public realm improvements and/or the promotion of specifically

designed development at an appropriate scale and location.

() Connect, Overlap, Exchange and Accommodathbese are the strategies proposed

following the outcome of dedicated research into Irish Towhengford being one of the

settlements featured®.

Specifically with regard to Longford, thpublication highlights the lack of connection
between major recreational amenities at the Mall and the Canal and the potential of this
defined connection, combined with enhanced connections betw#&enMain Street and
Shopping Centre car- park, to create a catalyst for development along the main

thoroughfares. The following specific recommendations are made:

() Exchangandoverlapg promotethe occupationof vacant buildings within the main street
by community groups and other uses through rate reductions/rebates and promotion of

flexible and overlapping uses in both buildings and urbaaces.

110



Longford Town Local Area Plan 2025 -2031

() Accommodate; create theenvironment necessary tpromote residential occupation of
the town core, diversity of accommodation on a bldpkblock basis.
These studies will be utilized and built upon in order to promote a vibrant, vital town centre

that serves the needs of thewn and its residents.

9.7 Universal Design

In accordance with the aspirations set out within that chapter, this plan will ensure that
Longford Town is an inclusive and accessible place for everyone, paying particular attention
to the needs of those with specific planning and design needs. Therevamiety of waysin
whichthis canbe achievedvhichincludesimprovingaccesgo services and amenities within

the plan area and by creating a pleasant environment which is inviting and attractive to
people. Interms of new development consideration must be given to the needs of those with
impaired mobility or disabled persons as required by the Disability Act 2005 (as amended).

This will also assist in ensuring that Longford becomes an accegsitglidly town.

9.8 Becoming an Age Friendly Town

There is a need for this Plan is to put in place supporting measures to cater for the ageing
population. In future proofing Longford Town to catier an increasedolder population,
thereby making it down that allowspeopleto age intheir community whilst also creating
stronger more sustainable settlements. This requires an integrated approach and targeted
investment at many levels from social infrastructure to mobility and housing. Ingbesrd,

measures are included in this Local Area Plan to nmakgford Towran age friendly town.

The Longford Age Friendly Coordinator / Programme Manager has worked with various
stakeholders to identify how new and existing infrastructure/buildings can be made age
friendly by implementingthe new policiesand guidingdocumentsfrom AgeFriendlyireland
The work so far in terms of Age Friendly actions includes the following:

1 Age Friendly Car parking spaces.

1 Age Friendly walkability tour of the town to include seating audit of Longford town.
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Library has completed Age friendly training and will receive their Age Friendly charter.
Greater awareness of the Age friendly exercise opportunities.

Increased awareness and appropriate use of the disabled parking bays.

Healthy Homes scheme in place allowing older people to live longer in their homes.
Community Text alert system.

Crime Prevention Ambassador programme.

Establishment of the Older Person Council (OPC).

Digital skills workshops for older people in the library and community centres. as part
of the Digital Ambassador programme.

Age Friendly meeting hubs for older people through the library network.

Active Age Friendly programme for all active retirement groups organised via the
{ L2 NI Qa LI NIySNBEKALID

A member of the OPC is on the community forum, working groups and committees
for Longford County Council.

Annual programme of event including the Age Friendly information day, Bealtaine and

Positive Aging Week events.

The County Longford Age Friendly Strategy 2028 is currently under preparation. In

terms of the new strategy the following is envisaged for Longford town:

=4 =2 =/ A -4 -4 -

Inclusion of more age friendly carparking spaces in Longford town.

Completion of a walkability tour.

Age Friendly Shopping Centre in Longford town.

Age Friendly Sport Stadium in Longford.

Age Friendly Tourism trail and greenway in Longford.

Age Friendly town in Longford starting with Longford town.

Age Friendly lending collection in the library to help support people who need
additional aids/devices.

Bus shelter and seating in Longford town.

More promotion of the transport options available to older people.

Improve Road marking throughout the town.
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Better and more Age Friendly Signagealain English in accessible fonts.

Refresh the Age Friendly Business Recognition Scheme highlighting discounts
available to the older person.

Universal accessibility on the streets of Longford Town.

Age Friendly rest areas in Longford Town.

Age Friendly planning for all Local Authority housing in Longford Town.

The creatiorof anage friendly towralsomeansthat key destinationsvithin the town should

all be easily accessible by foot, particularly within the commercial core. A Mobility Audit for

Longford Town (201 @onducteda surveyof the town centre andrecommendeda number

of actions be taken in order to provide a more age friendly pedestrian experience in the town.

9.9 Public Realm, Universal Design and Age Friendly Objectives

It is an objective of the Council to:

PUA 01

PUA 02

PUA 03

PUA 04

PUAOS

Ensure the policy objectives contained @hapter 7: Placemaking of the
Longford Countipevelopment Plan 2022027and other relevant chapters are

taken into account.

Support and encourage the principle of healthy pkacaking in Longford

Town.

Support the development of public realm projects in Longford that enhance
GKS SadkSataoOa 2F GKS (2¢6yQa odzif i
overall ambience and visitor experience of the town.

Review existing studies relating to the quality of life in the town and its

environs and update these where relevant for incorporation into policy as

appropriate.

Ensure public realm improvements are carried out in accordance with

adherence to the Development Plan Signage Design Guidelines.
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Prepare a detailed public realm strategy to identify and address improvements
required to the public realmtaking the principles of universal design into

account.

Work with various stakeholders to identify how new and existing infrastructure
/ buildings can be made age friendly by implementing the new policies and

guiding documents fromge Friendly Ireland.

Ensure the policies, objectives and actions of the forthcor@iognty Longford
Age Friendly Strategy 202®28and any other relevant policy document are

taken into account.
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10.0 Social infrastructure

Strategic Aim:

to facilitate and securethe provisionof social infrastructureto support existingand new

communitieswithin the Planarea,in a manner which provides flexibility to respond to varied

and changing communityeeds.

10.1 Overview

W{20AFf LYFTNIaGdNUHOGIZINEQ NBfl0Sa (2 G§KS LINREJA
health, wellbeing, and the social development of a town. Social infrastructure facilities include

but are not limited to schools, health services, commuftsilities, sports and recreational
FOGADGAGASEAD W{20AFf AYFTNFaGNHzOGdzNBEQ FI OAf A
social interaction which many residents may rely upon for personal wellbeing. As such the
provision of the requisite levelsf social infrastructure within Longford town is vital to

support the needs and quality of life of the existing and planned residential base as well as

the local catchment area.

Quality of life considerations are a key component for investment and this Plan will seek to
protect the attributes that make Longford town attractive. Indicators such as commuting
times, availability of key services, recreation opportunities and the tyuafithe built and

natural environment are important.

The development of integrated sustainable communities is one of the key principles
underpinning the Local Area Plan for Longford. In achieving such an aim, the town faces many
challenges; its urban form is sprawling and low density in nature, and itereéstiestates

are selfcontained andcalRS LISY RSy i Ay RSaA3aly o 2 KAES (KS
found to be good in some respects, for example with regards to further education and training
facilities, other more basic amenities, such as thevpsion of playgrounds are noted to be

deficient for the size of the population currently being served. The realisation of healthy
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placemaking in the town will require sustained measures and targeted investment over the

long term.

As part of the plarmaking process a Social Infrastructure Audit was carried out to examine
the availability and capacity of existing social infrastructure facilities in Longford Town, to
determine future requirements and make recommendations based on anticipated settlement

growth.

10.2 Longford Town Profile Community Services and Recreational Facilities

The town has a young, diveraad growing population of 10,000 people and a growth rate of
13% in the ten years to 2016. The development of the town needs to be planned and
managed to ensure an appropriate mix of facilities to sustain a vibrant town. The new plan
will need to examineand identify any shortfalls in the provision of services. Community
infrastructure plays a vital role in contributing to the quality of life for all. The physical
environment should develop in such a way that it facilitates and does not obstruct thigayea
functioning of community and cultural life. Services and amenities including creches, schools,
amenities, recreation and other community facilities should be provided in tandem with

residential development.

Longford Town offers its residents a range of community facilities and services which include
LINAYI NE FYyR aSO2yRINE aOK22fasx ONBOKSas>X 9RdL
Josephs, and other HSE services. There are also medical centrasy marsies/retirement

homes, training centres, community centre, public swimming pool, Garda Station, Fire and
Rescue Service, Post Office services, public library, town hall, playgrounds, sporting facilities

and open space. The Albert Reynolds Peace PaekMtll), the River Camlin, Royal Canal,

open spaces and walkways provide valuable and accessible recreational areas for both visitors

and existing residents. The library is a key piece of social infrastructure and the hub of the

local community.
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While the town is reasonably well served with community facilities, the forecasted population
growth for Longford Town will require continued investment in community services and

facilities into the future. This will be supported throughout the plan perio

This Plan highlights the key obstacles and the specific deficiencies in social infrastructure
which hamper the development of sustainable communities and outlines a range of

objectives to address these issues over the life of the Plan and beyond.

10.3 Assessment of Existing Social Infrastructure and Future Demand
10.3.1 Early Years Services / Childcare

2 A0KAY GKS tfly FNBF GKSNB INB Iy ARSYGATAS
which cater for children from -8 years offering a total capacity of 298 spaces. Childcare
facilities are well distributed spatially within Longford town. Theseilities are spread
throughout the Plan area, predominantly located close to or within existing residential

developments.

The Childcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authorities (288aplishes an indicative
standard of one childcare facility providing for a minimum 20 childcare places per
approximately 75 dwellings. As per the Core Strategy Table in_dihgford County
Development Plan 2022027, it is projected that an additional 1,304 residential units will be
required in Longford town. Therefore, in order to cater for this additional growth and to
comply with theChildcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planninthéwities (2001}the study area
requires the provision of an additional 17.4 facilities, with a minimum capacity of 20 children
each, or an equivalent number of an additional 348 spaces places in Longford Town by 2027.
The location of any additional facilities shouldldal in new residential areas or beside

existing schools.

In addition, it is recommended that an objective is included in the LAP where future

residential developments must justify how childcare provision has been met (i.e. existing
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capacity) in instances where childcare facilities are omitted from a proposed scheme. With

respect to childcare, the lead agent for delivery is the developer.

10.3.2 Education and Training

Within the Plan boundary there are 5 no. primary schools; 3 no.-postary schools; 1 no.
Special School; and 7 no. further education/training centres. 1 no. site has been identified by
the Department of Educatio(DES) as a potential Post Primary School siteEdeeational

Facilities May).

Primary and Secondary Schools:

There is no guiding population benchmark for the provision of primary or secondary school
facilities in Ireland. Instead, these are determined on an area specific basis by the Department
of Education having regard to available school capacity, demogrpphections, an analysis

of child benefit records, and local GIS travel pattern modelling. The Department currently
uses an average of 10.25% which applies to projected population growth figures to determine
primary school place needs, and an average 8%vof the same figures to determine post
primary school place needs. It is noted that these percentage figures are also subject to
review. Applying this to the core strategy growth figures form Longford Town is set out in the

subsequent table.
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Longford Town School Places Assessment Table

Primary School DES Existing Enrolment
Requirement Local Figures
Provision 20232024

Based on 10.25% projected 1282 places 1,147 places 1,150
population growth (to 12,510 places

persons)
Post Primary

Based on 7.5% projected 938 places 1,471 places 1,546
population growth (to 12,510 places

persons)

The Department of Education has identified a small potential increase in primary school place
demand, which most likely could be dealt through extra capacity in current schools or the
expansion thereof. However, the catchment areas for gshary schod are far wider than

for primary schools. The school planning area (SPA) for Longford Town covers an area that
includes Longford Town, Newtownforbes, Ardagh, Ballinalee and Edgeworthstown. As all the
post-primary schools for this SPA are in Longford Taka2023/24 posf{primary enrolment

figure of 1,546 is comprised of pupils that reside in all the settlements above and their rural
environs. The majority of these areas sit outside the LAP boundary. For this reason, there is
little spare capacity currentlat postprimary level. Allowing for this and taking into account
future population growth, the department consider that Pgmsimary school place demand

could have a small yet significant increase. It is currently expected that this extra requirement
codzft R 0SS [ O0O02YY2RIGSR o6& G(KS LXIyySR SELI}IyYyaA
additional future capacity.

In accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), there is an
obligation to make all their statutory plans consistent with the core strategies and objectives
of the NPF and the relevant RSES. The Longford CDR@22tesignates Longd as a 'Key

Town' and provides for a projected population increase of 2,502 persons for Longford Town
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from 10,008 to 12,510 by 2027. As per the Department of Education (November 2022), it has
been indicated that if this projected population increase materialises, a requirement for
additional education provision at both primary and pgsimary level may merge over the
lifetime of the plan and that any increase in population between 2028 and 2029 could also

result in a requirement for additional education provision.

The Department also notes in terms of compliance with Longford Key Town Regional Policy
Objectives (RPO's), the reference to the sustainable growth of compact urban settlements
and the potential regeneration of existing areas within the town's and indi&atet
population growth within the existing "bu#ip” footprint of the town has the potential to

upset the balance of use relative to education provision in the area. The absence of specific
school site provision in such locations can significantly emgdl the delivery of required
school places associated with intensified residential development. Itis, therefore, critical that
explicit provision for school development to cater for such development be made in existing
"built-up” areas, within Longford Also, in terms of assessing current and future capacity,
potential unforeseen circumstances such as the Ukrainian crisis, have the ability to put undue
pressure on school place provision and could necessitate reassessments of school place
provision fromtime to time. In this regard it is noted that the Department of Education will
engage with the Council where the findings of an assessment require a review of existing or
future school site provision within a specific location. The Department of Eduacatie
OdzZNNByife O2yaARSNAY3I W5SYLIASeQa CASEtRQ Ay |

(see Educational Facilities Map
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Further Education:

In terms of further education and facilities the 7 no. Adult and Further Training centres offer
a variety of courses ranging from bookkeeping, catering, business and IT, Hair and Beauty,
Engineering, Health Care, social studies, and PLC courses (seedBdlEacilities Map). As

such it is considered that Longford town is well served by further education facilities and
courses. The Council will support these existing facilities and support further development to
address lack of higher educational attaiant, including the need for third level education

such as outreach / specialist courses.

121



Longford Town Local Area Plan 2025 -2031

122





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































