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Longford Town - Local Transport Plan

1. Introduction

Figure 1.1: Longford Town & Environs Local Area Plan Extents
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Arup has been commissioned by Longford County : . 254 ¥
Council (LCC) to complete a Local Transport Plan (LTP) ' :
for Longford Town. The Transport Strategy will inform the

Local Area Plan (LAP) that is being prepared for Longford

Town and Environs as recommended in the Regional

Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES). The aim of the

transport plan is to establish a strategic framework for

investment in transport in longford, and it is anticipated

to be fully reflected in the Draft LAP. Each of the proposals

will be subject to further detailed asessment of their

impacts and benefits prioir to implementation.

The overall strategy presents a comprehensive analysis
of the current transport situation in Longford Town.

The opportunities and constraints associated with the
transport network are identified and are used to inform
potential solutions to improve the transport network for
all users. The study area for this project includes all land
within the Local Area Plan extents, as shown in Figure 1.1.




1.2 Background

County Longford is the fourth smallest county in Ireland. It is
located in the midlands of Ireland, and is bordered by County
Westmeath, Cavan, Leitrim and Roscommon. Longford
Town is located in the centre of the County and is the key
town of the county, with established employment areas

and substantial administrative and retail functions. In order
to strengthen the economic competitiveness and social
advancement of the County, an effective transportation
network is required to ensure adequate linkages between
Longford, the Midland region and beyond.

Given its midlands location, Longford is strategically
positioned as a portal to the Northern and Western Region,
with the county well served by transport links in the form of
the Sligo-Dublin railway line, and several strategic national
primary and secondary routes which traverse the County
from East to West and North to South. These include the
N4 and N5, both of which are components of the Trans-
European Transport Networks (TEN-T) Comprehensive
Network. This high degree of accessibility has helped retain
and enhance a range of enterprises within the County, as
well as attract new businesses and industries to the locality.

Longford Town Core is a compact and walkable centre with
a distinct layout, built heritage and strong identity. The
industrial, administrative, transportation and military history
of the town is reflected in this identity through the Camlin
River, Royal Canal, Connolly Barracks and St. Mel's College
and Cathedral. The town retains these functions and acts as
a service and administrative centre for its wider hinterland.
This plan aims to build on these strengths for maximum
social, environmental and economic benefits.

1.3 Assessment Methodology

The methodology for this assessment
follows that laid out in the Area Based
Transport Assessment (ABTA) Guidance
Notes 2018 published by Transport
Infrastructure Ireland (TIl), along with the
supplementary '‘ABTA How To Guide Pilot
Methodology' document prepared by Tll and
the National Transport Authority (NTA).

As part of this process, an initial baseline
assessment is undertaken along with
establishing context. Following this, options
are developed, which in this case are specific
infrastructure or soft measures for each

of the proposed strategies. The Options
Assessment is conducted utilising a Multi-
Criteria Analysis (MCA), in which the options
are compared based on criteria which are
specific to the different proposed strategies.
The outcome of the MCA process informs
the implementation and priority plan, with
some schemes being discounted, and the
remaining schemes being sorted by priority.
Monitoring and Evaluation will be conducted
following the implementation of the plan and
the schemes therein.

PART 1

Baseline Assessment

PART 2a
Establish Context

PART 2b
Options Development

PART 3
Options
Assessment

PART 4&5
Plan Preparation &
Finalisation

PART 6

Monitoring &

Evaluation
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Figure 1.2: Assessment Methodology

Policy Context

Plan Area Characteristics

Area of Influence Identification

Existing Travel Patterns,

Transport Infrastructure & Transport Services, and
Environmental Conditions

Identify Principles and Objectives
Forecast Transport Demand

Options Development: Develop Transport Options and
Associated Land Use Scenario(s)

Screening of Options Long List
Packaging of Land Use and Transport Options (Scenarios)
Multi Criteria Analysis

Development of Preferred Scenario for Planning Purposes
Incorporation of Text into the Plan

Setting Plan Objectives to Support Delivery

Establish Mode Share Ambitions

Review of Consultation Feedback

Finalised Scenario(s)

Monitor Mode Share Ambitions
Benchmark Performance
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This strategy seeks to improve:

,,m« w

Permeabilty

Improve permeability
between neighbourhoods
enhancing attractiveness
and decreasing journey
times

Public Realm

Utilise existing on-
street parking zones
along certain streets to
improve the public realm

“\\

‘/’

l/‘\ P

Circulation

Simplify circulation and
more evenly allocate
road space to users.

Cycling

Encourage those in
Longford to cycle more
frequently by improving
cycling connections and
routes.

Public
Transport

Encourage the use of
public transport, by
improving connections,
accessibility, and
attractiveness of the

public transport system,

including

LONGFORD

Walking

Encourage those

in Longford to walk
more frequently by
increasing the safety
and attractiveness of

pedestrian infrastructure.

Royal Canal Greenway

Delivery

Ensure that financial
value and ease of
implementation are
considered as part of the
assessment of measures







Section 2
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2. Strategic Context

2.1 National Policy

Project Ireland 2040 — National Planning Framework (NPF)
provides a high-level strategic planning framework to guide
development and investment over the coming decades, with
the Project Ireland 2040 - National Development Plan (NDP)
2018-2027 setting out investment priorities. Growth of the
Eastern and Midland Region is a clear priority in the two
documents, with growth in population (to around 2.85 million)
and employment (to 1.34 million) targeted.

The NPF acknowledges and highlights the strategic role of
the Midlands, stating: “Its central location in Ireland can be
leveraged to enable significant strategic investment to a
greater extent than at present, supported by a sustainable
pattern of population growth, with a focus on strategic
national employment and infrastructure development,

quality of life and a strengthening of the urban cores of the
county towns and other principal settlements". Placemaking,
sustainable mobility, prioritising alternative forms of transport
to car and developing comprehensive walking and cycling are
key objectives identified in the documents which are relevant
to Longford Town.

As part of the objective to enhance regional accessibility,
the upgrade of the northern sections of the N4 is outlined as
a means of increased accessibility to the North-West. This
is being delivered, in part, by the N4 Mullingar to Longford
(Roosky) scheme, as outlined in section 2.5.

The National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland
(NIFTI) is the Department of Transport's framework for
prioritising future investment in the land transport network
to support the delivery of the National Strategic Outcomes.
NIFTI establishes four Investment Priorities: Decarbonisation,
Protection and Renewal, Mobility of People and Goods in
Urban Areas, and Enhanced Regional and Rural Connectivity.
The four NIFTI Investment Priorities, are supplemented by
Modal and Intervention Hierarchies. Modal hierarchy:

1. Active Travel, 2. Public Transport, 3. Private Vehicles.
Intervention Hierarchy: 1. Maintain, 2. Optimise, 3. Improve, 4.
New. The priorities of this plan are in alignment with these.

The Climate Action Plan 2023 states that modal shift is
important in Ireland meeting the 2030 decarbonisation
ambitions. To do this, high-quality public transport, cycling
and walking infrastructure must be provided, to reduce
reliance on private cars, and congestion Policies to reduce
transport emissions by improving our town, cities and rural
planning, and by adopting the Avoid-Shift-lmprove approach:
reducing or avoiding the need for travel, shifting to public
transport, walking and cycling and improving the energy
efficiency of vehicles. The plan has committed to an additional
500,000 public transport and active travel journeys daily by
2035. Under the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development
(Amendment) Act 2021, emissions must reduce by 51% by
2030, setting a path towards a zero net-emissions scenario by
2050.

Modal hierarchy: The National Investment Framework for
Transport in Ireland (NIFTI)

J—~) Public

=0 Transport

ﬁg Private
[© %] Vehicles

Intervention Hierarchy: The National Investment Framework for
Transport in Ireland (NIFTI)

Maintain

12
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Table 2.1: Principles and Goals of the National Sustainable Mobility Policy

2.
3.
Safe and Green
Mobility 4
B

People Focused 7.
Mobility

8.
9.
Better Integrated
Mobility 10.

Improve mobility safety.
Decarbonise public transport.

Expand availability of sustainable mobility
in metropolitan areas.

Expand availability of sustainable mobility
in regional and rural areas.

Encourage people to choose sustainable
mobility over the private car.

Take a whole of journey approach to
mobility, promoting inclusive access for
all.

Design infrastructure according to
Universal Design Principles and the
Hierarchy of Road Users model.

Promote sustainable mobility through
research and citizen engagement.

Better integrated land use and transport
planning at all levels.

Promote smart and integrated mobility
through innovative technologies and
development of appropriate regulation.

The National Sustainable Mobility Policy provides an
opportunity to change our daily travel choices by making it
easier for people to travel by more sustainable modes — be
that walking, cycling or public transport. The Policy aims to
support this modal shift between now and 2030, through
infrastructure and service improvements, as well as demand
management and behavioural change measures. The Policy
aims to continue to make existing and new walking, cycling
and public transport networks more accessible for all users.
The Policy is guided by three key principles and 10 high-level
goals.

The Pathfinder Programme was initiated in July 2022, through
which the Minister for Transport wrote to each Local Authority
seeking submissions for ‘pathfinder’ projects related to the
National Sustainable Mobility Policy (SMP) and the work of

its Leadership Group which includes the CCMA and the three
Regional Assemblies as part of its membership. The criteria
for pathfinder projects are as follows:

+ Beidentified as, or directly linked to, activities set out in the
Sustainable Mobility Policy and associated Action Plan;

+ Have the potential to act as demonstrator projects for the
SMP (i.e. capable of replication elsewhere / up-scaling) —
existing, in progress or new;

+ Be capable of being delivered within a 3-year timescale;

+ Demonstrate their capacity to achieve carbon abatement,
air quality and/or other co-benefits in line with the overall
objectives of the SMP.

+ Support the objectives of the National Planning Framework
for better balanced regional development and the low
carbon and compact development of our villages, towns
and cities.

The Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for
Planning Authorities (DoECLG, 2012) set out planning policy
considerations relating to development affecting national
primary and secondary roads, including motorways and
associated junctions, outside the 50-60 kmh speed limit zones
for cities, towns and villages. The following key principles are
set out as part of these guidelines, all of which are relevant to
the production of this plan:

« Land-use and transportation policies are highly
interdependent

* Proper planning is central to ensuring road safety
+ Development should be plan-led

+ Development Management is the key to Plan
Implementation

+ Planning authorities and the National Roads Authority [now
TH] and other public transport bodies must work closely
together

Town Centre First is a policy approach that aims to support
the vitality and viability of Irish towns. It is based on the
principle that town centres should be the primary location for
a range of activities, such as retall, services, housing, culture
and recreation. The policy approach provides a framework
for planning, investment and collaboration to enhance the
attractiveness and competitiveness of town centres. It also
identifies the benefits and challenges of implementing Town
Centre First, and outlines the roles and responsibilities of
various stakeholders.

13
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2.2 Regional Policy As per Regional Policy Objective (RPO) 8.6, this local transport
plan for Longford is being prepared. The regional policy
The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the objectives for Longford Town include:

Eastern and Midlands Region Assembly (EMRA) 2019- 2031
sets out a framework to direct future growth of the Eastern :
and Midlands Region over the medium to long term.

Similar to the national policy objectives, placemaking and

the development of active travel networks are seen as key *
enablers in creating vibrant, attractive and safe, places to

work, live, shop and engage in community life.

One of the strategy's key regional strategic outcomes is to
integrate transport and land use. The aims are to promote
best use of transport infrastructure, existing and planned, and
promote sustainable and active modes of travel to ensure the
proper integration of transportation and land use planning.
Longford acts as a key employment
centre with strong retail, administrative
and service functions that serve a wide
catchment. The town has a young, - onal Susta‘\nab\e
diverse and growing population of 10,000 Natiot i
people and a growth rate of 13% from
2006 to 2016. Key priorities are to promote
compact growth, the regeneration of the
town centre and to expand Longford's role
as a hub for enterprise, employment and
tourism.

i ahﬁ‘\reann

To enhance accessibility and sustainable mobility within
the town centre by improving links between the core and
surrounding areas through the further integration of public
transport, walking and cycling facilities.

Support Longford Town as a strategic gateway to the
northwest and south in recognition of its location at the
junction of the N55; M4/N4 Dublin/Sligo and N5; due to

its proximity to the regional growth centre of Athlone; and
support its role as a strategic employment centre.

15
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2.3 Local Policy

The Longford County Development Plan (CDP) (2021-2027)
and the Longford Town and Environs Local Area Plan (LAP)
(2016-2022) set out the policies and objectives for the proper
planning and sustainable development of the study area.

In relation to transport policy, many of the strategic objectives
within these documents align with national and regional
policy. The key transport objectives and policies contained
within these plans are centred around the following themes:

* Reducing the need to travel by private car;

+ Encouraging alternative means of travel (other than car)
where practicable;

« Providing footpaths, cycle paths and public lighting in
towns and villages;

« Supporting the delivery of a high-quality, permeable and
attractive pedestrian and cycling network;

« Supporting investment programmes and any associated
infrastructure development that deliver improvements to
public transport infrastructure and services, in particular
the upgrading of the Dublin — Sligo train line and improved
train services;

«  Promoting development patterns that facilitate the delivery
of local public transport links within towns (including
feeder buses to train stations and other transport
interchanges), between towns and in rural areas;

+ Integrating land use and transport planning to facilitate
sustainable urban development and reduce the need to
travel;

+ Relieving traffic congestion, particularly in town centres, by
means of traffic management and traffic calming.

AN

LONGFORD

COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

As part of the LAP, specific objectives and measures are
identified, which are accounted for in the production of this
plan.

As part of the movement strategy, areas identified for attention
are as follows:

*  The access from St. Christopher's into the town centre and,
in particular, the junction at Great/Little Water Street

* Roundabout at the northern end of the Battery Road into
the Demesne

+ Road Crossings along Ballinalee Road/social services
offices/St Emer's /rear of Market Square

+ Enhanced connectivity and accessibility between the
Railway/Bus Station, residential areas, employment and
other services

+ Footpaths and surface condition throughout the town,
availability of seating in the public realm

2.4 Design Standards and Guidelines

As part of the implementation of the proposed infrastructure
measures, a number of design standards and guidelines
should be followed. These include but are not limited to the
following:

+ Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS) and
supplementary interim note

« Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for
Planning Authorities

+ National Cycle Manual

« Safe Routes to School Design Guide

* Rural Cycleway Design (Offline and Greenways)

* Tl Publications (Standards), including The Treatment of
Transition Zones to Towns and Villages on National Roads,
Rural Cycleway Design (Offline and Greenways) and Design
Phase Procedure for Road Safety Improvement Schemes,
Urban Renewal Schemes and Local Improvement Schemes

+ Design Guidelines for the Creation of Public Transport
Information

16
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2.5 Other Key Policy Documents

Longford Proposed November 201
2.5.1 .C.onnectlng Ireland Rura.l Moblllty Plan Public Transport Network Connecting
In addition to the statutory policies documents, other oo Key ( Ireland
documentS relevant tO the area |nC|Ude The ConneCtlng Ireland Existing Route @mmmm» Regional Corridor Proposal @D Tern.wmus, where a route mgﬁi“ty

Rural Mobility Plan. Connecting Ireland seeks to make public
transport for rural communities more useful for more people, airports (@ Points of nterest ) Ferry Ports Q) Third Level Education B Trin Stations
and it will do this by:

BELFAST 25
. . . . P MONAGHAN
+ Improving existing services; .
: . 449 7 b i
+ Adding new services; and 278 P~ é/‘ N . Ca'"ga“e“
+ Enhancing the current Demand Responsive Transport stico ' \ e
k 67 Drumsna

(DRT) network which meets the transport needs of people
who live in remote locations.

5
N Mohill
\\ 564 o 7 4 Ballinagh
« , @ Cybsskeys

Q Dromod

Kilnaleck

Ballyjame:

The plan aims to improve mobility in rural areas, and it will Flphin

Strokestown
do this by providing better connections between villages D Y \ R @ Kilcogy
and towns by linking these areas with an enhanced regional & Q Stroxestown P Mount Nugent
network connecting cities and regional centres nationwide. BALLINA Y Newtownforl
Plans for Longford include (Figure 2.1): ;?,2 Tarmonbarry A
Oldcas

+ Improved access to Dublin with enhanced interurban bus
services from Longford (coordinated with existing rail
services)

* Enhanced interurban connections between Longford and
Athlone, Roscommon, Galway, Ballina, Sligo, Cavan, and
Belfast

* New local bus service connecting Legan and Ardagh to
both Edgeworthstown and Mullingar

Roscommon
Castle

Collinstoy

40

GALWAY

. . . \
*  New local bus service from Longford via Ballinalee, il isneach - nsc g.u{ch
. atnhwi
Granard, and Aughnacliffe to Cavan. lyforan DUBLIN
Glassan =]
&w Castletown 27
ATHLONE & Q Geoghegan

Figure 2.1 : Longford Future Public Transport Network Connecting Ireland
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2.5.2 National Cycle Network Figure 2.2 : CycleConnects Proposed Longford Urban Cycle Network

The National Cycle Network (NCN) focuses on linking cities :

and towns of over 5,000 people with a safe, connected and /\x

inviting cycle network. It includes plans to create cycle routes S \“‘“J*.,

to destinations such as transport hubs, centres of education, \ I’
§

Legend

centres of employment, leisure and tourist destinations. N

Where possible, it will optimise the potential for people to cycle \\\ _
as part of their daily activities, such as work or educational N
commuting. It will also integrate with existing and proposed cycle

infrastructure. Both road safety, and the safety and security of

users, will be central to the development of the NCN.

Primary Routes
Secondary Routes

== Regional Routes

Greenway Routes

2.5.3 CycleConnects

CycleConnects is intended to form a comprehensive cycle
network for all cycle user types across each county in Ireland
With a population of over 10,000 inhabitants, an urban cycle
network has been developed for Longford town, Figure 2.2. The
urban network is comprised of various primary orbital and radial
routes linking key destinations in the town. This also includes a
greenway link to the south of the town linking to the Royal Canal \
Greenway. II

-
f
ey e |
LE=RESL
n
¥
Templemichag|

Industrial

In the town centre, an inner orbital route is proposed along Dublin
Street, New Street, Market Square, Harbour Row and Killashee
Street. To the north of this, a second orbital route is proposed
along Main Street, Great Water Street, St. Mel's Road, and Dublin
Street. i e

L. 9
i

Longflard 2 g
County Gall ‘f /
Course /

AHIUE0|E

An outer orbital route is also proposed in the east of the town

along Dublin Road, Ardnacassa, Oaklands Avenue and a proposed b “-I'L;pifﬁ Ky 4
road link north of the Camlin river. This will then be supplemented QNS / & A

Logy,

by primary radial routes on the edge of the town along streets
such as Church Street, Ballinalee Road, Dublin Road, Park Road, >
Athlone Road and Battery Court. At Battery Court, this also
includes a proposed bridge crossing over the Camlin River.

6“,2’5
i\
el

Esri, Intermap, NASANNGA, USGS, Esri Commynity Maps C?:ributurs. Esri UK, Esri, HERE; in, Foursquare, GeoTechnoMygies, Inc, METI/NASA, US@S
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M4 Axis Centre T =

e
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.
&

& Clooncoose

| Construction Underway - F
planned completion in Q2 |
—_ T ;! < ( ]
I\d
Demesne
\\ “l Abl Je,martrm Lane ‘
= L.r_;),:l

Cartrons \\
| o @eJ
T e i féi";i‘?.| Constraction Underway . 27 2.6 Key Planned Projects and Schemes
Mulli ;Ehze;me completed Q1 ES fhts planned completion in Q2
_ / e | There are number of key projects and schemes which are at
\ various stages of their development that are relevant to the
L°”gf°rd Nﬁ _w_ development of this Transport Plan. These include the Camlin
ca-*"a \\ Quarter Urban Design Framework, Royal Canal Greenway, and
PN ‘ "d'*\rd TRt N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky) projects.
Towp_ak ~ N /\
& N63 Majors Well Road : .
il 25 Cyclototumoeomplcted (IRt o 2.6.1 Pz.;ithﬁnc.ler Pro!ect. Lopgford Town Core Cycle Ngtwork
pralgrinlas.g Tounspark = . Q12023 -/L As mentioned in Section 2.1, in 2022 each Local Authority was
t \\ asked by the Minister for Transport to produce a Pathfinder

Estate— </-l \ Hwﬂw
N - o v Q";; project which aligned with the goals of the Sustainable
; Mobility Policy. Longford has chosen the ‘Core Cycle Network'

o Longford . . . .
Farranyoogan % Gountyjest as its pathfinder project, which includes three key cycle
N63 Farranyoogan Pedestrian and .
Cycle Scheme - At preliminary y P o

% routes, splitinto 5 projects, along radial corridors which link
design stage *;,% / % the outskirts of the town with the town centre. The project

e locations and progress are shown in Figure 2.3

Glebe
( \ \1 2.6.2 Camlin Quarter Urban Design Framework
5, % & This plan deals with the Development of the Camlin Quarter
L Eargagh . including Connolly Barracks, Church Street, Great Water Street,
Little Water Street onto the Mall Sports Complex, enhancing
the public realm, investigation of potential land uses, landbank
¢ assembly and connectivity improvements.

Figure 2.3: Longford Pathfinder Project Overview

Cloontirgrirsnageeragh

\\\ap i

MNE3

<‘00

Building upon the strengths and assets of Longford Town

and the Camlin Quarter, a range of potential urban design,
economic and development improvement opportunities,

Key Planned Projects and Schemes complementing the existing context, can be seen in Figure 2.3.
These include the Camlin Quarter

Urban Design Framework, Royal 2.6.3 Royal Canal Greenway _

Canal Greenway, and N4 Mullingar to The Royal Canal Greenway is the longest greenway in Ireland.

. It comprises of a 144km walking and cycling greenway
Longord (R k r .
S [P LA ) (27 G 5 between Dublin's Spencer Dock and Cloondara, County

Longford, with a spur to Longford Town. A map of the route is
shown in Figure 2.4.
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Figure 2.4: Royal Canal Greenway Figure 2.6: N4 Mullingar to Longford (Rooskey) Second Public Consultation -Virtual Public Consultation Room

Greenway Royal Canal

Figure 2.5: Camlin Quarter Urban Design Plans

-Project [

1.
A RE-IMAGINED CAMLIN

QUARTER URBAN

H : = i Mullinga
DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES onsultation is closed re» = £ Longfore

PROJECT DESCRIPTIC

Building upon the strengths and assets of Longford town
and the Camlin Quarter, a range of potential urban design,
economic and development improvement opportunities,
complementing the existing context, can be summarised
under the following headings:

KEY

WATERFRONT / RIVER AMENITY
B Potential for river front improvement and activation

Potential for extension of river front amenity space /
open space

STREETSCAPE
Bl Potential for streetscape improvement
y Mullingar to
Bl improved pedestrian facilities Longfard (Roosky}
§ Potential for shared surface areas fslS
GATEWAYS AND ARRIVALS
@ Gateway improvement potential
8 Pedestrian gateway improvement potential

CONNECTORS / LANE WAYS

<> Potential for improved connectivity and new
pedestrian/cycle links

B Potential for cross river connectivity
CIVIC SPACES AND MEANWHILE USES
El Potential for new / existing civic space
& Potential location for public events, activities

W Existing landmarks

OPPORTUNITY SITES
Opportunity development sites

TR CAATTYETYN

Al > | | PQANTNTTT

C—orr?serltation
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2.6.4 N4 Mullingar to Longford (Roosky)
Westmeath County Council is working

in partnership with Longford County
Council and in association with Transport
Infrastructure Ireland, to develop a scheme
along a section of the N4 between Mullingar
and Longford (Roosky). This 52km

section of the N4 is a single carriageway
road that passes through or close to
several settlements, including Ballinalack,
Rathowen, Edgeworthstown, Longford and
Newtownforbes.

This scheme is currently at Phase 2 of the
Planning and Design Phases following two
non-statuatory public consultations in 2020
and 2021. The route is proposed to bypass
Longford Town to the North-East, with route
options which divert from the current N4
route south of Edgeworthstown and re-

join the current N4 route north of Newtown
Forbes.

Objectives in relation to Road Network 1
(OBJ RN1) of the Longford LAP 2016 — 2022
is to continue to progress the development
of the scheme with the relevant government
departments and transport agencies.

Figure 2.7: N4 Mullingar to Longford

LONGFORL‘I)I.'.

=
=

mm mm EXISTING N4
ROUTE CORRIDOR OPTIONS:

I orTioN 1 - NAVY

{ | OPTION 2 - ORANGE

[ | opTION 3 - GREEN

mm mm STUDY AREA BOUNDARY\i,. .

[ opTioN 4 - BLUE

(Rooskey) Route Corridor Options

| BALLINALEE

\HE RS
fr sl
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‘?; Mullingar to

N Longford (Roosky)

o

o

S =

il

[ orrion s - BLACK
OPTION 6 - YELLOW
I orTION 7 - MAROON
[ orTion 8 - PINK
[ orTion 9 - TEAL
[ ] opTiON 10 - BROWN
[ orrion11 - pLUM
\- OPTION 12 - RED

Note 1:

The Route Corrider Options indicated on this drawing are indicative, not final and are subject to change. Itis a work In progress and will be

modified as a result of consultation, including feedback from this public consultation, feedback from stakeholders and further investigations,
including environmental, land and geotechnical surveys. As the design is refined and assessments undertaken by the various environmental
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Longford Town - Local Transport Plan

3. Baseline Assessment

3.1 Land use context

County Longford has 46,751 inhabitants according to the
preliminary 2022 census results. As identified in the CDP, these
inhabitants are spread across 1 key town, 1 self sustainable growth
town, 3 self sustaining towns, 6 towns and villages, 4 serviced rural
villages and 26 rural settlement clusters. Longford is a key town
with approximately 10,000 inhabitants.

Longford Town lies at the intersection of the N4, N5, and N63
National Primary roads. The N4 and N5 pass around the north of the
town where they intersect, forming a ring road around the northern
side of the town.

Longford railway station, on the Dublin-Sligo line, is located in
proximity of the town centre and is used heavily by commuters. A
selection of the key non-residential trip attractors is shown in Figure
3.1. These include retail and business parks located mainly in the
centre of Longford (retail) and on the edge of the Town (business);
many of which are accessed directly from the N63 or R198.

Schools are, for the most part, located within the central and eastern
parts of the study area. The town centre of Longford has several
attractions including shops, restaurants, bars, and leisure facilities.
Some of the key trip attractors in the study area include:

* Main Street;

* Longford Train Station;

* Longford Bus Station;

* Primary and Secondary Schools;
* Axis Retail Centre;

* Royal Canal;

* St. Mel's Cathedral;

* Pearse Park GAA;

* The Mall Sports Complex;

* Templemichael Industrial Estate; and
* Townspark Industrial Estate.

Figure 3.1: Points of interest Longford
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3.2 Population and Employment Density

The process for carrying out analysis of this data is similar at
both the Development Plan and Local Area plan levels. Examples
are provided in Figure 3.2 and Figure 3.3 to illustrate population
and employment density using census data to identify the key trip
generators and attractors in a particular area.

3.2.1 Population Density
The population density of Longford Town per km? is shown in Figure

3.2. The population density is derived from Census 2016 Small Area
Population Statistics (SAPS).

The data is presented at ‘Small Area’ level which is designated as
the lowest level of geography for the compilation of statistics in line
with data protection and generally consists of between 80 and 120
dwellings.

The overall population levels for each of the Small Areas were
divided by the associated area to identify the most densely
populated regions of the settlement (population per square
kilometre). As previously noted, where areas of significant physical
extent are being considered for development plans, the use of
aggregated data is likely to be appropriate. The SAPS data may
however be helpful in identifying any locations of high demand
density arising from activities such as employment or leisure within
larger towns. This will assist with the refinement of options at
subsequent stages of the assessment process.The most densely
populated areas in Longford Town are as follows:

* Annaly Park/St. Michael's Rd;

* Ardnacassa;

*  McEoin Park;

* Park Rd and adjoining estates; and
*  Templemichael.

These locations are generally in the centre, south, and eastern parts
of the town. These higher-density areas tend to coincide with higher
levels of relative deprivation and unemployment, along with lower
levels of educational attainment.

Figure 3.2: Population Density of County Longford (Census 2016)
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3.2.1 Employment Density

The employment density has been derived from Census 2016
POWSCAR data. The POWSCAR data was used to identify the total
number of destination work trips for each of the Census Workplace
Zone within the relevant study area.

General Rules for Workplace zone creation:

*  Where possible, all zones to have a range of between 100 to 400
workers;

« Each workplace zone contains a minimum of three workplaces;

+  Workplace zones nest within county boundaries; and

* No more than 90% of employees in any one workplace zone can
work in one organisation.

The number of total workers in each workplace zone was used to
determine the key employment locations within the town.

The areas with the highest density of jobs in the study area, Figure
3.3, are;

« Main Street;
+ Templemichael Industrial Estate; and
« Townspark Industrial Estate.

The analysis of employment illustrates that there is a greater
employment density in the centre of the town, with areas further
from the town centre having fewer jobs. This employment pattern
is positive as it aligns with public transport provision which best
serves the centre of the town, as opposed to a ‘donut’ type of
employment density where the highest densities are found around
the outskirts.

Figure 3.3: Employment Density (Census 2016)
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3.3 Pobal HP Deprivation Index

The Pobal HP Deprivation Index data is available from the Trutz
Haase website. This is the primary data-set on social deprivation
in Ireland and is a key indicator for all local authorities. Based on
earlier deprivation indices for Ireland, as well as analyses from
other countries, three dimensions of affluence/disadvantage are
identified: Demographic Profile, Social Class Composition and
Labour Market Situation.

Since 2011, the Small Area Population Statistics (SAPS) are
published at the level of Small Areas (SAs). SAs are standardised

in size, with a minimum of 50 households and a mean of just under
100, thus effectively providing street-level information on the Irish
population. The move away from Electoral Divisions (EDs) — which
could range in population from under 100 to over 32,000 — marks a
major advance, particularly where a census-based deprivation index
is used as a proxy for individual-level social position.

The Deprivation Index at SA level was mapped for Longford. The
following colour scheme was used for each of the deprivation levels,
with dark blue assigned to the most affluent areas and dark orange
to the extremely disadvantaged areas.

From Figure 3.5, the areas around Abbeycartron, to the north of the
study area are classified as affluent areas. The areas to the central
and south of the town are classified as disadvantaged to extremely
disadvantaged.

Figure 3.4: Pobal HP Deprivation Index SA level
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3.4 Town Zoning

From Figure 3.5, much of the land within the study area is already
developed or reserved as recreational space. Some pockets of New
Residential zoning are zoned in the north and east of the town. None
of these areas have yet been developed. These areas, in conjunction
with upgrades in some of the recreation/amenity/green space

offer an opportunity to enhance links for pedestrians and cyclists
between different outer areas of the town.

In particular, the lands zoned in the north, adjacent to the existing
Abbeycartron residential area, along with the green space reserve
along the Camlin River, provide an opportunity to connect the
residential/commercial areas at the northern end of Battery Road,
with the Business and Technology Park to the east of the town,
circumventing the town centre.

Vi

N Kitybegs:

Figure 3.5: Longford Town Zoning Map (Longford Country Development Plan 2021 - 2027)
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3.5 Travel Time from Key Destinations

Some of the key travel destinations in the study area are shown in
Figure 3.7. The travel times between the key destinations have been
calculated in Table 3.1. Increments of 400m have been selected, as
they represent 5-minute walking times.

Table 3.1: Travel time between key destinations

Walking Cycling
From To Approx. Approx. e App_rox.
. . travel time
travel time travel time
Train/Bus Station Main Street 600m 6 mins 2 mins 1T min
Axis Retail Centre Main Street 1.4km 23 mins 9 mins 8 mins
Larisifend s Main Street 1.6km 20 mins 8 mins 5 mins
and Technology Park
Royal Canal Main Street 700m 6 mins 2 mins 3 mins
McEoin Park Main Street Tkm 18 mins 7 min 5 mins
Pearse Park GAA Main Street 1.4km 17 mins 5 mins 4 mins
Felgleffeniel Bl sy A@lisr - Main Street 1.6km 20 mins 7 mins 4 mins
I(_;irkgford Slashers Main Street 1.9km 23 mins 6 mins 5 mins
Abbeycartron Main Street 1.3km 16 mins 5 mins 3 mins
Main Street 1.4km 17 mins 6 mins 6 mins
Cart-ronageeragh Main Street 2.7km 27 mins 7 mins 6 mins
Business Park
Cloonbalt Wood Main Street 2.4km 30 mins 9 mins 5 mins
Athlone 40km - - 45 mins
Dublin .
Longford (ol St 120 km - - 1 hr 40 mins

Public Transport

Approx. travel time

49 mins (Bus)

1 hr 50 mins (Train)
2 hrs (Bus)
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3.6.2 School/College Trips Modal Split

The modal split for trips to school or college originating in Longford
Town is shown in Figure 3.8. This includes trips to school/college
outside of the study area.

3.6 Modal Split

3.6.1 Work Trips Modal Split
The modal split for trips to work originating in Longford town is

shown in Figure 3.7. This includes trips to work outside of the study
area. +  The mode split highlights how dependent school trips are on

travel by car, with 48% taking place using private motor vehicles.

The mode split highlights how dependent travel by car is for
residents with 70% of all trips by car (drivers and passengers).
This is higher than the national average of 66%.

Walking is also an important mode used to travel to school,
accounting for 30% of trips. 12% of trips to school taking place
by bus.

+ Walking is the only other significant mode used to travel to work. Cycling has a very low percentage of mode share for school trips

Trips by public transport and cycling account for only 4% of the of 1%, especially considering the relatively high level of walking
total. and generally flat topography within the study area.

LONGFORD TOWN MODE SPLIT - TRIPS TO WORK LONGFORD TOWN MODE SPLIT - TRIPS TO SCHOOL/COLLEGE

Not Stated Not Stated
5% Walk 8%
19%

Walk

30%

Cycle
2%

Bus
/ e

Cycle
1%

Private Motor
Vehicle
48%

Private Motor
Vehicle
70%

Figure 3.7: Mode Split - Trips to Work (Census 2016) Figure 3.8: Mode Split - Trips to School/College (Census 2016)
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3.7 Car ownership

29% of households in Longford Town, do not own a car. This is
almost double that of the national average of 15% (see Figure

3.9 and Figure 3.10). This is especially notable in the context of
limited public transport services and the scarce provision of cycling
infrastructure.

Given the favourable cycling distances (almost entirely cyclable
within 15 minutes), generally flat topography within the town
and the poor existing modal split toward cycling, this presents a
good opportunity for increased public transport and active travel
infrastructure to provide mobility alternatives to these car-free
households.

Figure 3.9: Longford Car Ownership Per Household (Census 2016) Figure 3.10: Ireland Car Ownership per household (Census 2016)
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3.8 Commuting Journey Time

From Figure 3.11, approximately 73% of people living in Longford
have commuting trips of less than 30 minutes. For reference, the
national average commutingjourney time is 28 minutes.

The lower journey times are likely owing to the relatively high
number of jobs and schools within the study area and the high
usage of car for commuting trips.

3.8.1 Constraints

+ The use of car is the dominant mode, with 70% of trips to work
and 48% of trips to school or college are made by car;

+ Existing public transport services do not support significant
levels of use for commuters.

3.8.2 Opportunities

«  50% of the trips to work are shorter than 15 minutes, which
suggests there may be opportunities to move some trips to
active modes or public transport;

+ Potential to reduce car dependency with improvements to active
travel network;

«  Support non-car modes of travel to school;

+ Support households which do not have access to a car;

+ Journey time to work indicate that car trips can be replaced by
active travel and/or enhanced public transport; and

+ Post-COVID working patterns such as working from home and
rural work hubs.

Most of trips to work

and school or college
are made by car

Longford Town - Local Transport Plan
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Figure 3.11: Journey time for residents living in Longford to Work/School/College
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3.9 Walking

The current walking infrastructure for Longford is primarily
clustered in the centre of the town, with the quality and
provision of footpaths reducing at the edge of the town.
Current issues for pedestrians are shown in Figure 3.12
and 3.13.

In terms of current infrastructure, recent improvements

to walking infrastructure in the study area include Major
Wells Road pedestrian and cycle improvements. This
scheme has improved footpaths and created an attractive
walking and cycling environment.

The walking catchment maps from primary and post
primary schools and bus/rail stops are shown on the next
pages.

3.9.1 Constraints

+ Lack of safe crossings and facilities (especially at
roundabouts and on Longford Main Street);

+ Lack of wayfinding and legibility (e.g. in proximity of
the Royal Canal Greenway);

+ Lack of permeability between residential areas;

+ Lack of footpaths, or only on one side, particularly
around edges of town; and

* Most residential areas are more than 10-minute walk
from bus stops or train station.

Figure 3.12: Constraints - Walking and Cycling
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3.9.2 Opportunities

« Compact town centre makes walking trips easy;

+ Potential reduction in traffic allowing for a
pedestrian-friendly town;

+  Support trips to school by foot (and bicycle);

* New links and connections would make walking
an attractive option. Pedestrian paths could
be provided through new development areas
and green spaces and could connect through
residential areas.

« Improved connections, provision of footpaths to
residential areas on edges of towns to increase
permeability; and

« Majority of residential areas within 20-minute
walk of primary and post primary schools.

Recent improvements to
walking infrastructure in the

study area include Major
Wells Road pedestrian and
cycle improvements
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3.10 Cycling

A summary of the cycling network links that are funded and are
currently in construction in Longford is shown in Figure 3.18. The
majority of cycling infrastructure is located along the R198, Battery
Road, Main Street and along the Royal Canal.

From the cycling catchments showin in Figures 3.19 to 3.22, the
entire study area can be reached by cycling within 20 minutes.
including key destination of schools, bus and train stops.

3.10.1 Constraints

+ Fragmented and variable quality cycle network;

+ Lack of permeable connections;

+ Lack of safe crossings and facilities (especially at roundabouts);

+ Lack of wayfinding and legibility;

+ Lack of cycle connections between key destinations (i.e.
schools, town centre, train station);

+ Limited cycling facilities in Longford Town (Main Street/Earls
Street);

« Limited sheltered and secure cycle parking in the town centre
(Only at train station and leisure centre).

3.10.2 Opportunities

+ Compact town centres makes cycling trips easy — 20 minute
cycle reaches wide area;

+ New links and connections would make cycling an attractive
option (e.g. from local schools/employment zones to residential
areas);

+ Recent growth in e-bikes increase ease of cycling;

+ Traffic lanes along wide roads could be narrowed to provide
cycling infrastructure (including shared paths);

+ Relatively flat terrain that makes cycling easy; and

* Royal Canal Greenway — enhanced terminus facilities/
connections to Longford Town and connections to other towns;

« Improve cycle parking facilities.

Figure 3.17: Cycling Network
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Figure 3.18: Public Cycle Parking Locations
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Figure 3.19: Longford Primary School Cycling Catchments

Figure 3.20: Longford Post Primary School Cycling Catchment
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Figure 3.21: Longford Bus Stops Cycling Catchments

\ Deerpark RSN Clontumpher

sha = Mn
Enybe
Longford Town: Bus stops rybess
Esker South
cling catchments | A
cycling 0
)] Newkown | \ e
Forbe: | e 1
f= Legend ETT & S, Derryharcow Killeter
S YD - P Killegnatruan G
X ; F
Bus stops cycling catchment Cotry N Kiltyreher
Longford Town . Mucknagh
i D
5 minutes | 4
5 - 10 minutes Caldragh b
Farraghroe Glenaghil
10 - 15 minutes i
f 7u(|_|y
| 15 - 20 minutes \
Longford county \‘\ b
boundary \ -
& Bus Stops Longford ( -Llss{t;aﬂ'dy
Town x\\
Kilmore— \\‘
Lttt Carboy
rd / Agharl,c{card
(5 ( (
n Kilmaore ( 3
i Upper sardowlan
3 vr LisFarrell
Ballynage
i 4
Middl o 4
iddleton | ——___agbi{te‘mpjs
Carragarrow &l L
oonmore N
% \ Lissaghan
b \
Ballydrum / A b, E
Killeeny Gouﬁlan/’ /’CFaan'e | l:.' n .,: Oldtown
\ s
Ballyclare Gragh I‘\/ll
| Lissanisky

Cloonkean Rabbitpark

S4.90. 041 0.871.2 11,8 E.mebHEREGGﬁTniathursquam.GeuTeLhnalng\es. Ine, METI/NASA, LISGS

|Foemeters
|

Figure 3.22:  ongford Train Station Cycling Catchment
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3.11 Public Transport

3.11.1 Bus

The study area is served by both Bus Eireann and Local Link bus
services (see Table 3.2). A map of the Local Link bus transport
routes in Longford County and the Regional Public Transport
Network is shown in Figure 3.23.

Table 3.2: Travel time between key destinations

Bus Ereann

local link

Lonaford Westmeath Roscommon

TFI@%BQQmJ

. Fare (Adult
Operator Frequency Journey Time Return)
Bus Eireann Routes 22 and 23: Longford — Dublin Hourly ~2 hrs €24
Bus Eireann Route 446 and 65: Longford — Athlone 2 times daily ~1 hr €16
Route 865: Granard-Longford M.onday .—'Saturday .(3 EULIT servlces_dally, ~30 mins €10
with additional evening services on Fri/Sat)
Route LR24: Ballymahon — Longford AETEEY = Frlday (Term Times only) (2 daily ~25 mins €10
return services)
Local Link Longford ~ Route 463: Aughnacliffe — Longford Tuesday only (1 daily return service) ~1 hr 20 mins €6.10
Route LR13/ LR13A: Lanesborough — Longford . . . )
(Route begins in Ballymahon) Tuesday and Sat only (1 daily return service) 25 mins €4-€10
Route 975: Cavan — Longford Monday — Saturday (5 return services) ~1 hr 20 mins €20

Figure 3.23: Longford County Public Transport Network
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3.11.2 Rail

The study area is served by train services at Longford Train
Station. Longford is the terminus of the Dublin Connolly—Longford
Commuter service, and is also a stop on the Dublin Connolly—Sligo
InterCity service. A map of the intercity rail services is provided,
Figure 3.24.

The frequencies and journeys times of services from Longford
station are provided in Table 3.3.

Table 3.3: Rail services in Longford

Operator Frequency

Irish Rail Sligo — Longford — Dublin Every 1-2 hours bidirectional

Journey Time

~2 hrs to Dublin
-Thr 25 mins to Sligo

Longford Town - Local Transport Plan

Figure 3.24: Intercity Rail services e @ 6 @ e

Fare (Adult Return- 2022)

Approximately €24

Figure 3.24: Intercity Rail Network
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3.11.3 Public Transport Accessibility Analysis

PTAL (Public Transport Accessibility Analysis) is a measure of connectivity by
public transport. PTAL gives an overview of how well an area is connected by public
transport. The score is a combination of the walk time to the transport stop (bus or
tram stop, railway station) and the level of service at that stop. As well as walk time
and frequency, the calculation also introduces the average wait time at a stop and a
reliability factor which is different for rail and bus.

The scoring rating for PTAL is shown in Table 3.4.

Table 3.4: Access Index range HMap colour
PTAL scoring index

It [751-50

50 0.0

E] [1oi =150

4 [ 1501 =200

5 IETTIELT,

b | 5501 —a00

PTAL was used to assess transport connectivity in Longford, Figure 3.25.
3.11.4 Constraints

+ Train stations only at Longford and Edgeworthstown;

+ Relatively Infrequent train times, with connections to Dublin and Sligo only.

« Infrequent local bus services;

+ Scheduling issues between transport modes;

+ Uncompetitive bus journey times compared to car, especially for local bus routes;

«  PTAL results show 0/1a/1b for County, which is considered very poor (Figure 3.26).

3.11.5 Opportunities

+ Potential to increase frequency of bus and rail services to make journey times
more competitive with car;

+ Coordinate bus and train timetables to improve interchange opportunities between
modes;

« Connecting Ireland, new bus network. Potential to make recommendations on
routes and add new stops if needed; and

* Increase local link bus services.

Figure 3.25: PTAL 8-9am results Longford Town
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3.12 Road Network

The road network and road hierarchy in the study area is shown in
Figure 3.26. Longford Town lies at the meeting of Ireland's N4 and
N5, and N63 National Primary Route roads. The N4 and N5 bypass
Longford along the east and west, connecting at the north of the
town, forming a ring road around the northern side of the town.

The N4 connects Longford with Mullingar and Dublin to the
southeast and Sligo to the northwest. The N5 starts at Longford and
provides connections to Mayo.

The N63 runs along the town centre, where it includes a series of
one-way streets. This road starts at the N4 northeast of the town
and connects Roscommon and Galway to the southwest.

The national and regional roads outlined are governed by national
road policy and design and guidance set out by TIl. These
standards and guidelines, along with DMURS, should be taken
cognisance of as part of the implementation of any proposals which
may affect the design or function of these roads.

3.12.1 Constraints

+ Junction layout and/or operation along many roads encouraging
high turning speeds;

« National road networks of high volume traversing directly
through town core;

+ High level of car dependency and ownership.

3.12.2 Opportunities

+ Reallocation of road space for other modes and uses;

« Improvement of junctions along Longford Town main street (i.e.
Earl St/N63);

* Improvement of N63/N5 roads within Longford Town centre or
alternative roads for active travel modes;

+ Using access points to car parks to manage traffic flow; and

« Junctions can be tightened to reduce speeds and pedestrian
crossing distances.

Longford Town - Local Transport Plan
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Figure 3.26: Road Network in Longford
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3.13 Parking

Paid parking operates in most areas of Longford between the
hours of 08.30 hrs and 18.30hrs — Monday to Saturday inclusive
(Excluding Bank Holidays).

3.13.1 Hourly Parking

The charge for On-Street Parking and Short-Term Car Parks is €1.00
per hour with maximum stay of 2 hrs. There are also All Day Car
Parks which are €2.00 all day.

The All Day Car Parks are situated in the following locations; (as per
Figure 3.28)

+ Earl Street Car Park;

* Harbour Point Car Park (Old Swimming Pool);

« Ballymahon Street Car Park (Rear of Heatons);

+ Cathedral Car Park;

+ St. Mel's Road Car Park;

+ Main Street Car Park (Entrance through Annaly Park);
*  Church Street Car Park; and

« Gill's Car Park, Market Square.

The Short Term Car Parks are situated in the following locations;

«  Market Square Rear Car Park (Behind Centra);
« Mill Car Park, Market Square;

* Geraldine Terrace Car Park;

« Camlin Court Car Park;

+ Longford County Council Car Park; and

+ Longford Shopping Centre.

3.13.2 On Street Parking
On Street Parking applies to all streets at €1.00 per hour, maximum
stay 2hrs.

Red Pay & Display tickets are issued in all 2hr maximum stay areas;
Blue Pay & Display tickets are only issued in Town Centre Car Park
(Tesco);

Yellow Pay & Display tickets are issued in All Day Car Parks;

Red zone tickets still in time may be used in Blue Zone (Tesco) and
also Blue zone tickets from Tesco may be used in Red Zone (2 hr
Maximum) areas;

All day car park tickets can only be used in other all day car parks;

and Red zone tickets still in time may be used in Blue Zone (Tesco)
and also Blue zone tickets from Tesco may be used in Red Zone (2
hr Maximum) areas.

Table 3.5: Public parking types and rates.

m
€1 €2

Annaly All Day

Ballymahon Street All Day €1 €2
Camlin Court Maximum Stay 2h €1 -
Cathedral All Day €1 €2
Church Street All Day €1 €2
Earl Street All Day €1 €2
Geraldine Terrace Maximum Stay 2h €1 -
Longford Shopping Centre Maximum Stay 2h €1 -
Market Square Maximum Stay 2h €1 -
Market Square Rear All Day €1 €2
Old SuperValu All Day €1 €2
St. Mels All Day €1 -
The Mall Free - -

Figure 3.27: Public car parking in Longford
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3.13.3 Constraints

Large number of private parking facilities; and
Lack of wayfinding / signage strategies.

3.13.4 Opportunities

Space could be reallocated from on-street parking as public realm,
habitat creation, sustainable urban development (SuDs), outdoor
dining and wider footpaths;

Paid parking prices could be utilised to incentivise parking in
optimal locations;

Additional taxi spaces could be provided (e.g. in proximity of the
stations);

Time-limited loading zones could be provided; and

Wayfinding and signage strategies could help direct people to
parking areas;

Provision of alternative parking spaces for car pooling;

Park and stride initiatives;

Investigate increasing price of car parking in all-day car parks

in line with current short term parking prices. Or altering the
maximum allowed stay in car parks.
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3.14 SWOT Analysis

Summarising the findings of the baseline analysis, the following strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and threats were found for Longford. This analysis will
feed into the strategy to be developed later in the report.

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats

Clusters of retail, services, and + High level of car dependency for - Facilitate latent demand for public * Concerns from local businesses and
employment Commuting transport, walking and cycling residents to measures

Longford is a destination town + Low levels of public transport usage Almost a third of the population in * Potential uncertainty of funding
Located in proximity of a rail corridor i i Longford Town do not own a car * Further construction of low-density,
PrOXIMIEY. o Limited bus services and which would be a good target to use singe use developments 4
Favourable cycling distances within connectivity sustainable modes
+ Insufficient co-ordination of land-use

the town . i : "
. _ :c:ra_gll_rpented and poor cycling Relocate parking spaces to facilitate and transport plans
Large proportion walk to school in aCllIties public realm improvements . :
+ Future peripheral education,

Longford Traffic/parking issues, particularly . .
o : ' New pedestrian and cycle links employment, and retail development
Majority of town has flat topography. along Main Street to reduce journey times between S ' P

Connection to Royal Canal Greenway * HGV traffic travelling through town residential areas and key
destinations by providing permeable

Relatively Low Car Ownership : mg;;(';(v)vr;]ography in southern areas of connections

: : Development of a comprehensive
+ Out of town trip attractors (shopping walking and cycle network
and employment)

: : Several greenfield and potential in-fill
+ Low housing density and urban sites in Srban area P

sprawl

New technologies
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4. Local Transport Plan Goals

4.1 Vision

The vision for the Longford LTP is:

“To ensure that Longford is an
attractive place to live, work and visit
through the appropriate integration
of transport and land use, with a
primary focus on ease of access for
all by sustainable transport.”

To achieve this vision, several principles have been set to guide the sub-strategies
within this document. They are an important set of criteria to ensure future
decisions align to achieve the vision and aspirations of the strategy.

Consistent with local and national policy, a hierarchy of users has also been
established, Figure 4.1, to promote the use of sustainable and active travel
modes. Providing for pedestrians is the highest priority while providing for single
occupancy private car is the lowest.

Figure 4.1: Hierarchy of users

I\
a®
AN 8 |8
O 0o0] | 2
[—l (&)
PEDESTRIANS
e ) < >
NOAY W

CYCLISTS

PP Em iy

-

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

GOODS VEHICLES

CONSIDER LAST

=000

/ PRIVATE VEHICLES

48



4.2 Principles

The strategy is framed by a comprehensive set of guiding principles
that encapsulate the desired outcomes for Longford. These include
aspects pertaining to quality, sustainability, safety and resilience, all of
which relate to the quality of life of residents and visitors.

Beyond the core guiding principles, the LTP also aims to support:

+ Theretention and planting of green infrastructure, where
appropriate, as part of transport infrastructure developments
to support habitat creation; support drainage of surface water;
support soil quality; improve air quality; and protect the setting
and visual amenity of the landscape / townscape and historic
environment.

« New transport infrastructure developments that take account
of the accessibilty needs for all, including those with reduced
mobility or disability.

+ The uptake of electric vehicle usage (i.e. through electric vehicle
charging points) and supporting the transition to an electric fleet
of public buses.

+ Sustainable design and construction processes and making use
of processes such as circular economy and waste hierarchy
principles.

1. Integrated Transport Planning, Land use and Urban
Design - Adopt an approach where transport decisions are
also focused on enhancing the image, liveability, safety and
cohesion of Longford.

2. People First - Prioritise pedestrians, cyclists and public
transport before private vehicles to create a balanced
transport system and great places.

3. Maintaining and Enhancing Connectivity - Maintain
and enhance the capacity of the strategic rail, road and bus
network where possible.

4. Safe Streets - Ensure streets are safe for all users by
reducing speeds, providing safe crossings and dedicated
infrastructure.

5. Value for Money - Ensure proposals are assessed on
their cost and ease of implementation in order to prioritise
best value for money.

6. Vibrant and Great for Business - Design streets to
enhance businesses in Longford and maximise street life both
day and night.

7. Efficient - Reallocate street space as efficiently as
possible to optimise other functions such as cycling, public
transport, footpaths, outdoor dining and furniture.

8. Future focussed and Equitable
Design streets which are flexible and adaptive to change and
able to accommodate all ages, abilities, genders and incomes.

9. Evidence-based decision making - Address traffic
issues by reducing unnecessary trips and improving the
attraction of alternative modes.

Longford Town - Local Transport Plan
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4.3 Objectives

The following objectives are proposed, guided by the
principles, to implement the vision for Longford. The
objectives build to form an integrated strategy that
promotes positive outcomes from a movement and place
perspective.

Permeability: improve permeability between
neighbourhoods enhancing attractiveness and
promoting connectivity

Active travel: improve walking and cycling
connections and routes to increase physical activity.

Public transport: encourage the use of public
transport and reduce the environmental impact of
transportation.

Integration of land use and transport: integration of
existing and future land use and transport networks

Parking: utilise existing on-street parking zones
along certain streets to improve the public realm,
support travel by sustainable mode and provide other
functions such as wider footpath, cycle parking,
outdoor dining areas, new trees/planting etc.

Safety: improve and enhance safety for all, especially
for vulnerable road users

Traffic Management: seeks to reduce through traffic
through interventions.

Feasibility and value for money: providing good value
for money.

The achievement of these objectives will have the
desired effect of increasing the share of trips made by
sustainable modes of transport such as walking, cycling,
and public transport.
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4.4 Future Mode Share Targets

The full implementation of this Transport Plan is expected to have

a positive impact on the modal split in Longford, with the goal of
increasing the sustainable mode share. The following mode share
targets represent the target for commuting trips to work and school/
college in Longford.

4.4.1. Work Commuting Trips

The implementation of the transport strategies proposed should
lead to a significant reduction in private motor vehicle mode
share for the study area from 70% in 2016 to 46% in 2042 for work
commuting trips.

The cycling mode share target for work commuting trips is to see an
increase from 2% in 2016 to 11% in 2042. Public transport (bus and
rail) mode share is expected to increase from 2% in 2016 to 12% in
2042.

4.4.2. School/College Commuting Trips

The transport strategies proposed are targeted to lead to a
significant reduction in private motor vehicle mode share for the
study area, with a target to move from 48% in 2016 to 28% in 2042
for school/college commuting trips.

The cycling mode share target for school/college commuting trips
is to increase from 1% in 2016 to 14% in 2042. Public transport (bus
and rail) mode share target is to see an increase from 13% in 2016
to 19% in 2042.

Figure 4.2:Commuting trips to work target mode share 2042
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Figure 4.3: Commuting trips to school/college target mode share 2042
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5. Transport Strategies

5.1 Introduction

Based on the vision, principles and objectives outlined in the
previous section, this section sets out the various strategies
proposed as part of the plan, under which a number of schemes
have been developed and will be outlined in Section 6.
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5.2 Pedestrian Strategy

NN
The Pedestrian Strategy focuses on improving the j.ﬁ
safety, accessibility, connectivity and attractiveness
of walking as a mode of transport and recreation for
both residents and visitors.

The main objectives of the pedestrian strategy are:
To improve filtered permeability for pedestrians;

To provide new footpaths where there are gaps in
the existing network or where there is high demand for
walking;

To improve existing footpaths by upgrading their surface, width,
lighting, drainage and signage;

+ To provide new pedestrian crossings where they are needed to
facilitate safe and convenient crossing of roads; and

« To integrate walking with other modes of transport such as
cycling, public transport and car sharing.

The pedestrian strategy supports the vision of Longford Town as a
vibrant, attractive and inclusive place that offers a high quality of

life for all. It also contributes to the national policy goals of reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, improving public health and enhancing
social inclusion. The pedestrian strategy will be implemented through
a series of actions and projects that will be prioritised based on their
feasibility, impact and cost-effectiveness.

This strategy seeks to encourage those in Longford
to walk more frequently by increasing the safety and
attractiveness of pedestrian infrastructure.

Figure 5.1: Pedestrian Strategy - Walking Network
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5.3 Cycling Strategy

The Cycling Strategy is aimed at promoting cycling as a safe,
convenient, and sustainable mode of transportation. The strategy's
primary focus is on creating a comprehensive network of cycling
infrastructure throughout the town, including new cycle lanes,
improved cycle parking, and the enhancement of the Royal Canal
Greenway terminus. By developing a cycling-friendly environment,
the plan seeks to encourage more people to cycle as a means of
commuting, shopping, going to school, and as a leisure activity.
Through the development of a safe and accessible cycling network,
the plan aims to reduce traffic congestion, improve air quality, and
enhance the health and wellbeing of residents.

The main objectives of the cycle strategy are:

+ To provide new high quality cycle infrastructure where there are
gaps in the existing network, particularly where there is high
demand for cycling, such as on routes to schools;

+ To create quiet streets for cycling through minimal
infrastructural measures such as filtered permeability;

« To provide new cycle parking where needed to facilitate secure
and convenient storage of bikes;

* To enhance the Royal Canal greenway terminus as a destination
for cyclists and walkers

+ Tointegrate cycling with other modes of transport such as
walking, public transport and car sharing.

Figure 5.2: Cycling Strategy - Cycling Network
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5.4 Permeability Strategy

Permeability is the ease with which people can move around an area
using different modes of transport, especially walking and cycling,
addressing the desire lines as closely as possible. Permeability

is important for creating a more sustainable, accessible and
attractive town that supports local businesses and communities.

A permeability strategy aims to identify and address the barriers
and gaps that prevent people from travelling within and between
different areas of the town.

The Permeability Strategy is an essential element of the Longford
Town Local Transport Plan aimed at improving the connectivity
of different areas within the town. The strategy emphasises

the creation of new links that will enhance the accessibility and
convenience of local travel for residents and visitors alike. By
opening up new routes and connections between previously
disconnected areas, the Permeability Strategy seeks to create

a more cohesive and integrated town that is easier to navigate
and explore. This section of the report will outline the key goals,
objectives, and proposed actions that will be taken to implement
this strategy effectively. By doing so, the plan aims to improve the
quality of life for residents and contribute to the continued growth
and prosperity of Longford Town.

The permeability strategy will focus on opening up new links

that connect key destinations such as schools, shops, parks and
public transport hubs. These links will provide more direct, safe
and comfortable routes for pedestrians and cyclists, reducing their
reliance on cars and improving their health and well-being. The
strategy will also consider how to enhance the existing network of
streets, paths and greenways to make them more attractive and
user-friendly.
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The strategy aligns with the objectives and policies of other relevant
plans such as the Longford County Development Plan, the Regional
Spatial Economic Strategy and the National Transport Authority's
Transport Strategy for Greater Dublin Area.

The main objectives of the permeability strategy are:

Improving permeability of the town for active travel users,
particularly for orbital journeys;

« Better linking key land use areas, such as residential estates and
commercial areas;
Planning for links through future development lands.

« Improving the attractiveness of poorly designed existing
connections; and
Making walking and cycling more attractive by reducing journey
times by active modes.
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5.5 Public Transport Strategy “)

The Public Transport Strategy is a vital element of the
Longford Local Transport Plan aimed at improving

the accessibility, reliability, and sustainability of

public transport services within the town. The '

Figure 5.3: Public Trans

strategy is multifaceted, comprising a range of
measures designed to enhance the convenience and
attractiveness of public transport options for residents '
and visitors.

The public transport strategy covers various aspects of

rt Strategy - Bus Network

public transport provision such as train station facilities, bus -
stop infrastructure and integration with other modes of transport.

The public transport strategy supports the vision of Longford Town
as a vibrant, attractive and inclusive place that offers a high quality
of life for all. It also contributes to the national policy goals of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, improving public health and
enhancing social inclusion. The public transport strategy will be
implemented through a series of actions and projects that will be
prioritised based on their feasibility, impact and cost-effectiveness.

The main objectives of the public transport strategy are:

+ Increase public transport mode share for commuting trips;

+ Make interchange between public transport modes as smooth
as possible;

« Improve infrastructure for bus stops;

+ Investigate the potential for new bus routes in the study area;

« Improve train station facilities; and

« Account for proposals developed as part of the Connecting
Ireland Rural Mobility Plan.
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0

Figure 5.4: Strategic Road Network

5.6 Traffic Management Strategy / ¢ e D
Y e
The Traffic Management strategy aims to Templemi
rationalise vehicular movement in the town : : |-HS.U_§.!
sta

to improve circulation and support other
strategies through reallocation of road
space to sustainable modes of transport.
Through a range of measures such as
traffic calming and quiet streets,

the strategy seeks to create a safer and
more efficient transport network.

afe

HE

The main objectives of the traffic management ¥‘
strategy are:

+ Diversion of through traffic/strategic traffic, especially HGVs from
roads and key junctions used by pedestrians and cyclists.

+ Enable more effective traffic management within and around the
study area and reallocation of town core road-space in favour of

public transport services and walking/cycling facilities. ]FL\ _
Ballymijqgada Townspark ’f
Industrial
Estate

5.7 Car Parking Strategy

The Car Parking Strategy proposes a range of measures to improve

the existing car parking function in Longford to facilitate sustainable Longford

modes of transport. This strategy recognises the need to reduce the | : £

P rategy recognt . Farranyoogan . q . Countyacell
demand for on-street parking along certain streets to improve the g _ L Course
public realm and provide other functions such as wider footpath, | =L\ o

cycle parking, outdoor dining areas. The large amount of existing
off-street car parking located within the town centre will instead be
prioritised for use as an alternative to on-street parking. To achieve
this, the strategy proposes changes to parking costs and access

routes to off-street car parks, as well as the removal of on-street * Removal of on-street parking in key locations; _
parking spaces. + Car park access amendments and provision of wayfinding;

+ Review car parking costs and durations to encourage turnover;
* Improve pedestrian access and circulation within existing car
parks;

The main objectives of the car parking strategy are:
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5.8 Feasibility and Value for Money

The feasibility and value for money of the proposed measures plays
a critical role in the Longford Town LTP. The assessment recognises
the need to prioritise lower cost and easily implemented measures
that provide the most significant benefits for the town. By ensuring
that proposed interventions are practical and cost-effective,
Longford Town can make a sound investment in its future transport
network.

This strategy seeks to ensure that measures are
prioritised based on financial value and ease of
implementation.

5.8.1 Financial cost

A key consideration in the feasibility and value for money
assessment is the financial cost of the proposed measures. The
cost of implementation includes not only the initial capital cost,
but also ongoing maintenance costs. It is important to prioritise
measures that are affordable and could be funded through more
traditional means. For example, investing in low-cost measures
such as improved signage or designated cycle lanes, rather than
expensive infrastructure projects, may be a more cost-effective
approach.

5.8.2 Value for Money

Value for money considers the overall benefit that the proposed
measures will provide in relation to their cost. It is important

to prioritise measures that provide the greatest benefit for the
investment made. For example, investing in measures that
encourage active travel, such as cycling and walking, will have a
positive impact on public health, reduce congestion and improve air
quality. These benefits may outweigh the cost of implementation
and ongoing maintenance. Additionally, measures that have a
positive impact on the environment, such as reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, may provide long-term cost savings.

5.8.3 Ease of Implementation

Another important factor in the feasibility and value for money
assessment is the ease of implementation of the proposed
measures. Measures that are easy to implement and require
minimal disruption to existing infrastructure and services are likely
to be more successful.

Under this consideration, it is important to associate the delivery
of sustainable transport infrastructure with private development
through the planning process, or avail of investment from other
parties such as the NTA or TII.

5.8.4 Rapid Build Active Travel Facilities

Rapid Build active travel facilities are schemes that utilise cost-
effective measures to deliver walking and cycling infrastructure
quicker than traditional (full build) construction methods.

Rapid Build Infrastructure is infrastructure that can generally be
accommodated within the existing carriageway or verge and has
limited drainage impacts. This may include:

« Road markings/traffic restrictions;

« Narrowing/converting general traffic lanes to active travel
facilities;

«  Converting on-street parking to active travel facilities;

+ Creating Traffic Free streets; and

+ Redesigning junctions to provide greater capacity for walking,
cycling and public transport

Figure 5.7 on following page provides an overview of the expected
costs for Active Travel Infrastructure depending on the extent of
infrastructure provided. For comparison, a quick-build cycle track
has a median cost of 0.6m/km compared to a full build segregated
cycle track which has a median cost of 5.5m/km.

Figure 5.5: Example of Rapid Build Scheme

Implemented in Blackrock Co. Dublin




To maximise the amount of Active Travel infrastructure delivered
within available resources over the coming years and to increase the
speed of delivery, the following approach will be applied to all Active
Travel schemes within this LTP.

« Utilising road space reallocation of the existing carriageway
should be the first options considered in developing active travel
schemes. Full build “building line to building line" construction
will be the exception rather than the default design;

« Resurfacing of the existing carriageway, other than the cycle
lanes, shall not be the default position and will need to be
justified. Full depth rebuild of carriageway will be by exception
only;

+ Schemes should seek to minimise changes to the drainage
systems, through modifications to existing gullies and
connections if needed. Major changes to drainage systems
shall be avoided, although opportunities to provide rain gardens
or other Sustainable Urban Drainage (SUDs) feature should be
considered,;

+ Schemes should design around existing utilities where possible,
only moving/ reorienting manholes where they conflict with
kerbs or are not cycle-friendly.

« Grounding of overhead wires on Active Travel schemes will be
by exception only, although facilitation of ducting as part of
footpath upgrades should be considered,;

* Reduction in Street Clutter and minimisation of street signage
shall be considered as part of all schemes; and

«  While removal of trees should be avoided where possible,
working within the constraints of the existing carriageway
may result, subject to necessary environmental reviews, in
the removal of trees. Where a tree is removed this should be
replaced locally by suitable trees.

5.9 Overlapping Infrastructure Networks

Due tothe overlapping nature of the transport networks identified, an
analysis of their interaction and the potential conflicts which may
occur has been undertaken.

The potential for conflict between the walking network and other
networks was not deemed to be signiicant, as it is expected

that footpath improvements, new links and crossings can be
implemented without adversely impacting on other modes.

It is expected that conflicts may occur in particular between
the proposed cycling network and the strategic road network
(considering both private vehicle and public transport movements).

Longford Town - Local Transport Plan
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The provision of new cycling infrastructure requires a certain level of
road space reallocation which may impact on vehicular movements,
and in certain areas, in order to fulfil the each of the objectives,
further traffic management and/or infrastructure may be required.

Three pinch points are identified at the particularly constrianed
railway line crossings. The central one-way triangular gyratory
within the town is identified as contraflow cycling infrastructure
may be required in order to provide for two-way cycle movements.
A number of streets with constrained width, or which are residential
in nature are highlighted due to the potential difficulty in providing
cycle infrastructure. Consideration should be given to one way
systems or quiet street designation along these streets
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Figure 5.7: Typical Costs for Active Travel Infrastructure (NTA, February 2023)

/’*-\ TYPICAL COSTS FOR ACTIVE TRAVEL INFRASTRUCTURE

Key factors influencing the cost include: moving drainage or electricity/gas/water services, providing traffic lights, new
street lighting, moving the edge of the carriageway. Big junctions or bridges require careful design, construction and traffic
management. In addition, protected heritage or environmentally sensitive areas require special, more expensive materials

and limited construction times. These costs are approximate and based on recent NTA funded project out-turn costs and do
not generally include land costs. Feasibility or Preliminary cost estimates below, the median costs will need to be justified.

Udaras Naisitinta lompair
National Transport Authority

Active
Travel

FEATURES
Bridge

Median cost €15k/m?
(pedestrian bridges)

VERSION FEBRUARY 2023

62



5.10 Abbeycartron Access Strategy

5.10.1 Longford Northern Environs Local Area Plan 2008-2014
The Longford Northern Environs Local Area Plan exists to provide

a zoning and traffic assessed infrastructure strategy for the
Abbeycartron Lands in the north of the town. As part of this, a
number of new roads are identified within the area, with four new
access points provided, making it extremely permeable for vehicles.

In the 15 years since this plan was published, transport policy and
thinking has changed to favour sustainable modes of transport, and
to reduce car dependency. Under this direction, a more sustainable
schematic (section 5.9.2) has therefore been developed with this
plan as the alternative delivery option.

Figure 5.8: Longford Northern Environs Local Area Plan 2008-2014

5.10.2 Alternative Sustainable Proposal

In order to facilitate access to these lands in a more environmentally
friendly way, an indicative access strategy has been developed
which provides balanced access for all modes.

The proposal includes a new road between the roundabout on
Battery Road, and Abbeycartron Lane. This provides for access onto
Battery road at two points reducing the overall volume of vehicles
that utilise any one entrance point. High quality pedestrian and cycle
infrastructure will also be provided along this route. Future indicative
road proposals to serve the area east of the Camlin are also shown.

New pedestrian/cycle routes are proposed along and across the
Camlin River and between Abbeycartron Lane and the Mall which
provide additional active travel access routes to the lands. Further

Longford Town - Local Transport Plan
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permeability routes are proposed, with a central route through the
site from Druid Glen to the Camlin River Ped/cycle route, and a
second connection between Abbbeycartron and the Mall.

Overall, this strategy will seek to provide good permeability
throughout the area for sustainable modes, while providing for
appropriate access for vehicles.

While individual elements of the lands, such as active travel and
permeability proposals will be included in further sections of this
report, in accordance with established development objectives for
the area, the overall development of the Abbeycartron lands will be
subject to further detailed traffic impact assessment beyond the
scope of this LTP, including an assessment of its impacts on the
strategic function of the N4.
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6. Development of Schemes

6.1 Pedestrian Schemes
6.1.1 Footpath Upgrades

Figure 6.1: Proposed footpath schemes
The footpaths schemes listed in Table 6.1 have been identified

c% > 7~
based on locations that either do not have footpaths at present,
or could require footpath upgrades. It is assumed that new or

upgraded footpaths would provide high quality, accessible footpaths
with a minimum width of 2m.

F1

F3
F 4
F5
F6
F7
F8
F9
F10
F11
F12
F13
F 14
F15
F16
F17
F18
F19
F 20

F 21

Table 6.1: Proposed New or Improved Footpath Infrastructure

_ Pedestrian Footpath Improvement Schemes
New footpath on Viewmount
F2

New footpath on Connaught Rd
New footpath on Little Water Street
New footpath on R198 (from Church to Cinema)
New footpath on R198 Cloonbalt

New footpath on Lisbrack Road

New footpath on Abbeycarton Lane

Footpath improvements at Longford Industrial Estate
Improvements to pedestrian footbridge at train station
Improvements to Garvey's Close pedestrian access
Improvements to Bog Lane pedestrian access
Widening of footpaths on Geraldines Terrace
Footpath improvements on Dublin Street
Footpath improvements at Aghafad

Footpath improvements at Teffia Park

Footpath improvements at Townspark Industrial Estate
Footpath improvements at N63 Ballinalee Road
Footpath improvements at R198 Battery Rd
New footpath on Demense Lane
Footpath improvements at Deanscurragh

Footpath improvements at New Street
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6.1.2 Pedestrian Crossing Upgrades

Key junctions which do not currently have
signalised pedestrian crossings have been
identified and included for assessment. Exact
details of the proposed interventions are not
detailed for each junction, but for the purposes
of assessment it is assumed that they would

be brought up to a standard that provides
adequate pedestrian priority and safety. In some
cases, on more major roads, this would include
signalised crossings, but for minor roads/arms, an
uncontrolled raised table/zebra crossing may be
suitable .
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Table 6.2: Pedestrian crossing improvement schemes

Pedestrian Crossing Improvement Schemes

W1 Junction of N63 /L11513

w2 Junction of N63/Cartronageeragh Business Park
W3 Junction of N63/Unnamed Road

W4 Roundabout N63/Gleann Riada

W5 Junction of N63/Royal Canal Avenue

W6 Junction of N63/Athlone Road

w7 Junction of N63/Market Square

w8 Junction of Park Road/Farnagh Hill

W9 Junction of Park Road/Bdthar Na Pairce

W10 Junction of Park Road/Canal Court

W11 Junction of Earl Street/St Joseph's Road

W12 Junction of Earl Street/New Street

W13 Junction of Bridge Street/Little Water Street/Great Water Street
W14 Junction of Great Water Street/St Mel's Road

W15 Junction of St. Mel's Road/Chapel Lane

W16 Junction of Templemichael Terrace/College Park
W17 Junction of Ballinalee Road/Oakvale

W18 Junction of Ballinalee Road/ Templemichael Terrace
W19 Junction of Ballinalee Road/Oaklands

W 20 Junction of Ballinalee Road/The Laurels

W21 Junction of Dublin Road/Ardnacassa

W 22 Junction of Dublin Road/Viewmount

W-23 Junction of Connaught Road/St Michael's Road
W-24 Junction of Lisbrack Road/Demesne/Cartrun Breac
W-25 Junction of R198/St Albans

W-26 Junction of R198/Demesne Lane/Abbeycartron Lane
W-27 Junction of R198/Lisbrack Road

W-28 Roundabout at Battery Road/White Linen Road
W-29 Roundabout at N4/R148

W-30 Junction of R198/Cloonbalt Wood
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Figure 6.3: Cycle route schemes

6.2 Cycle Schemes

The schemes presented in Table 6.3 are based on the network
outlined in the CycleConnects proposals for Longford Town. The
network has been divided into distinct routes which could be
delivered as separate projects and will be assessed against each
other in the MCA. For the purposes of assessment it is assumed
that high quality segregated cycle infrastructure is provided in both
directions for each route, although the difficulty of providing that
for each particular route is considered in the MCA process. Some of
these schemes are currently in the design or construction stage as
shown in Table 6.3.

UGG

Table 6.3: Cycle route schemes

o schemedesepion o

C-1 Main St Cycle Route (From Bridge Street to Train Station) Design Stage C-13
o gl ot e St Al oIt s
C-3 N63 (from Templemichael Terrace to Main Street) Completed 1o
C-4 Battery Road (R198) and Church Street Construction Stage Z::
C-5 Dublin Road Not Started

C-6 Northern Environs Connector Not Started c18
C-7 Park Road (From Train Station to Farnagh Hill) Not Started 19
Cc-8 Ardnacassa/Oaklands Avenue Connector Not Started €20
C-9 N63 (Longford Industrial Estate to Main Street) Design Stage ¢
C-10 Glenn Riada Cycling Connection Not Started G2
C-11 Great Water Street / St. Mel's Road Not Started €29
c-12 Eﬁg;]eesne Ln/ Battery Court/ Little Water Street new connectionand | o 1o E:i:

1 s il

9]\

1By sigial
Estate=

Cruonline

arfronagee .gh
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Scheme description

N63 (from Templemichael Terrace to N4 roundabout)

Connaught Rd (N5)

Park Rd / Prospect Woods
Templemichael Terrace
Abbeycartron Lane

Templemichael Cycleway

Royal Canal Greenway

Ardnacassa

R198 Cloonbalt

N4 Parallel Route (southern side)
Lisbrack Rd

River Camlin East Bank Route (to N4)
Royal Canal to Dublin Road via Teffia Park

Esri, Intermap, NASA, NGA, USGS, Esri Community Maps Contriputors, Esn UK, Esri, HERE, Garmin, F?ursnn;are, GeoTechnologies,
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METI/NASA, LISGS

Construction Stage

Not Started

Not Started

Not Started

Not Started

Part VIII Planning Approved
Completed

Not Started

Not Started

Not Started

Design Stage — Funding Partially Approved
Not Started

Not Started
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6.2.1 Quiet Streets

A number of '‘Quiet Streets' schemes have been developed which are
intended to compliment the proposed cycle network, and enhance
cycling permeability throughout the town, particularly in the orbital
links. Quiet streets require minimal infrastructural intervention and
can be achieved through the use of traffic calming measures to
reduce vehicle speeds, road markings to indicate cycle priority, or
filtered permeability to remove through traffic. In all cases, Quiet
Streets will likely reduce the traffic volumes through redirection

to more suitable road links or by encouraging mode shift to
sustianable modes to travel.

Table 6.4: Quiet street schemes

No. Quiet Street Schemes

Qi St. Michael's Road (between N5 and N63)

Q2 Annaly Park (between N5 and N63)

Q3 College Park (between N63 and Templemichael Terrace)
Q4 Templemichael Industrial Estate

Q5 Deanscurragh (between N63 and Dublin Road)

Q6 Springlawn (between Ardnacassa Ave and Dublin Road)
Q7 Dun Darrach (between Dublin Road and Ardnacassa)
Q8 Royal Canal Avenue / Park Villas / Teffia Park

Q9 Glack / McEoin Park (between Teffia Park and Farnagh Hill)
Q10 Mastertech Business Park to Royal Canal

Figure 6.5: Quiet street schemes

\

rtionss

ninion.g

N4 Axis Centre™

e

Clooncoose
Es
e,
kR
C _%
Demesne ﬁ '
\ /——Abbeycartron—L—ane
2°° .
e’ >
ot e
2N Templemichael
N A Inl\
L .
S
‘Griam.Ard Ardnacas

\

Mastertech
BusinessiPark

Longford
County Golf
Course

69






Longford Town - Local Transport Plan

6.2.2 Bicycle Parking Schemes

s 2ls 2
Table 6.5 outlines the p_ropgsed bicycle parking §chemes, vyhich [ ‘é ; "’-{] Lzé_ fmg Legend: ‘
are made up of a combination of upgrades to existing parking © ¢ 3 g1°. % : 3
and provision of new parking. All bike parking should be provided ¢ 9 a alg 2 A .: B | Existing Parki [
in the form of Sheffield stands or similar, which may or may not ®sis _‘t; g L Improve EXIsling Farking
be covered, and can be easily accessed without kerbs or other ron-l-ane—— . '
obstructions in the way. Je Provide New Cycle Parking
Table 6.5: Bicycle parking schemes

_ Bicycle Parking Improvement Schemes

BP-1
BP-2
BP-3
BP-4
BP-5
BP-6

BP-7
BP-8
BP-9
BP-10
BP-11
BP-12
BP-13
BP-14
BP15
BP16
BP17
BP18

Additional Measures:
+ Improve wayfinding and signage to bicycle parking.

* Introduce Bicycle Sharing Scheme in town centre e.g. MOBY, TFI
bikes, Bleeper.

Figure 6.5: Quiet street schemes

Improve Bicycle Parking at The Mall Sports Complex

Improve Bicycle Parking at Longford Shopping Centre (Tesco)
Improve Bicycle Parking at Train Station

Sheltered Bicycle parking in town centre at Little Water Street

Bicycle parking at Fee Court (at pedestrinan / cyclist bridge)

Bicycle parking at Longford County Council offices / Battle of the
Somme Memorial

Bicycle parking at St. Michael's Boys National School
Bicycle parking at St. Mel's College sports field
Bicycle parking at Geraldine's Terrace Car Park

Bicycle parking at St. Mel's Car Park

Bicycle parking at Market Square

Bicycle parking at Supervalu Townspark Industrial Estate

Bicycle parking at Harbour View (Royal Canal Greenway terminus)
Bicycle parking at Dunnes Stores (Dublin Rd)

Bicycle parking at Demesne Lane (Tennis Club)

Bicycle parking at Connaught Rd
Bicycle parking at Ardnacassa Avenue

Bicycle parking at Garda Station
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6.3 Permeability Schemes

Permeability Schemes were developed based on a combination

of desire lines and land use context in Section 3. The catchment
analyses conducted as part of the baseline assessment provided
an indication of areas in which permeability improvements should
be made. These catchment shortfalls were used to identify logical,
manageable locations for potential schemes to be assessed.

Table 6.6: Walking and cycling permeability schemes

_ Walking and Cycling Permeability Schemes

PY 1 Battery Ct to Battery Rd

PY 2 Little Water Street to Battery Ct

PY 3 Oaklands Dr to Templemichael Business Park
PY 4 Oaklands Grove to Ardnacassa

PY 5 Strokestown Rd to Glenn Riada

PY 6 Townspark to Western Park

PY 7 Royal Canal to Camlin Meadow

PY 8 St Joseph's Road to Dublin Road (via bus depot or convent)
PY 9 Ardeevan to Ardnacassa

PY 10 Royal Canal to N63 (exact location TBD)

PY 11 Royal Canal to Mastertech Business Park

PY 12 Glack to Dublin Road

PY 13 Farnagh Hill to Farnagh

PY 14 Farnagh Hill to Viewmount via golfcourse

PY 15 Demesne Lane to Lisbrack Rd

PY 16 Abbeycartron to the Mall

PY 17 Ballinalee Road to the Mall Complex

PY 18 Abbeycartron to Templemichael

PY 19 Druid Glen to Abbeycartron

PY 20 Cartrun Breac to N4 Axis Centre

PY 21 Clonbalt Wood to Cloonbalt Lane

PY 22 Cloonbalt Lane to Camlin River / Northern Environ Lands
PY 23 Abbeycartron Lands to Clooncoose

Figure 6.7: Walking and cycling permeability schemes
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6.4 Public Transport Schemes

A number of public transport schemes have been developed which
aim to improve public transport usage and frequencies of services
within the town, including a new local bus route.

Table 6.6: Public transport schemes

_ Public Transport Schemes:

PT1

PT 2

PT3

PT 4

PT5

PT6

General improvements to Train Station (Including pedestrian access,
and cycle parking)

Train Station Accessibility Study (to east)

Bus Stop upgrade programme (Across the study area)

Bus Route & Frequency Study (in conjunction with ‘Connecting
Ireland’)

Bus stop improvements at Longford station

Work with the NTA to develop a town bus service

Longford Town - Local Transport Plan
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Figure 6.8: Traffic management schemes

6.5 Traffic Management Schemes A ;e —rs el V= L \ “:/
—Abbeycartron-lane
A number of traffic management schemes have been developed ( Legend : \ a{\e/ /
which aim to simplify traffic movements, and reduce traffic volumes e Z
in residential areas /| =mmm Town Centre Strategic Oeﬁe
Road Network ,(f__—
Table 6.8: Traffic management schemes >3>> Existing One Way
Roads
_ Traffic Management Schemes ,
Proposed One-Way
T™M-1 St Mels Rd One-Way system _— Roads
T™M-2 Longford Shopping Centre Main St Entrance Vehicular Restriciton
T™M-3 Reorganisation of Market Square/Kilashee St One-way system General Traffic
. . . . Removal
T™M-4 St Michaels Rd Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability
TM-5 Annaly Park Quiet Street / Filtered Permeabilit i i
y y + Qu;et Street with - SV
T™-6 College Park Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability Filtered Permeability A ‘53'!»]
r )
T™-7 Deanscurragh Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability dnaca \ (‘
T™M-8 Teffia Park Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability ‘ Grian-Ard
Additional measures: \
+ School streets / safe routes to school development and
implementation B
+ Traffic calming measures such as raised tables at key junctions. Ly miggads Townao Tk 1
+ Speed limit review I usptrial <
Estate
/ 'o Lc
Farranyoogan ' 2 /~ Cot
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6.6 Car Parking Schemes

A number of car parking schemes have been developed which aim to
rationalise car parking along key walking and cycling routes, to allow
for reallocation of space to active travel modes.

Wayfinding strategies and one-way systems have been developed
to improve access to existing car parks within Longford, which does
not negatiovely impact on the walking, cycling and public transport

networks.

Table 6.9: Car parking schemes

_ Car Parking Schemes

CP1

CP2

CP3

CP 4

CP5

CP 6

CPT7

CP8

CP9

CP 10

Rationalisation of Main St and Dublin St parking (to facilitate cycle
infrastructure)

Recommend Locations for Park and Stride schemes

Wayfinding strategy

Rationalisation of On-Street Car Parking along Geraldine's Terrace
Improve pedestrian access to Annaly car park from Main Street
Change parking regime at Annaly car park to max. 2hr stay

Change parking regime at Ballymahon car park to max. 2hr stay

Improve pedestrian access to car park (via Bog Lane) from Main
Street

Change parking regimes at car park to max. 2hr stay

New one-way system at Longford Shopping centre car park

Figure 6.9: Car parking strategy

@

-

Longford
Shopping
Centre

a\\!

Figure 6.10: CP 10 - Longford shopping centre car parking strategy

Rear Car Park
g al.
i
1

Market Square

Legend

I Removal of on-street parking

x No through access for vehicles,
ped/cycle access only

I Northern Access Route
I Southern Access Route

== =p One-Way Road Proposal

Low Priority

Longford Town - Local Transport Plan

\ [ SR 7, »Y/
Legend

. Amendments to Car Parking
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Bl Rationalise on-street parking
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7. Schemes Assessment

In order to assess the schemes developed in Section 7, a qualitative
Multi Criteria Analysis (MCA) was undertaken in order to inform the
prioritisation of the various schemes.

MCA is an appraisal tool used to evaluate alternatives based

on identified criteria and ranked on the basis of an aggregation
procedure. The criteria would normally reflect policy, programme or
project objectives and other considerations as appropriate, such as
value for money, environment, social inclusion, etc.

Each scheme was evaluated against the key objectives identified in
Section 5.

7.1 Scheme Appraisal Criteria

The schemes for each strategy have been compared and assessed
using the principles of an MCA in line with the ABTA guidance.
Specific criteria have been developed for each strategy in order

to compare the schemes against the most suitable criteria, these
criteria are outlined in the following sections.

7.1.1 Pedestrian Strategy

The criteria used as part of the MCA for pedestrian schemes are as

follows:

*  Forms part of the primary pedestrian network or a key desire
line;

* Improves safety;

« Improves part of a key route to schools;

« Forms part of an existing plan or is already partly in progress;
and

+ Potential cost and ease of implementation.

7.1.2 Cycling Strategy

The criteria used as part of the MCA for cycle routes are as follows:

«  Forms part of the primary network or a key desire line;

* Improves safety;

« Improves part of a key route to schools;

«  Forms part of an existing plan or is already partly in progress;
and

+ Potential cost and ease of implementation.

The criteria used as part of the MCA for Quiet Streets are as follows:
+ Links two routes on the primary cycle network;

+ Provides an alternative to an unattractive/unsafe route;

+  Forms part of a key route to schools;

+ Could facilitate the removal of a through route for cars; and

« Potential cost and ease of implementation

The criteria used as part of the MCA for Cycle Parking are as follows:

+ Located adjacent to a key destination;

+ Can be easily accessed from the proposed cycling network;

+ Can be implemented without other infrastructural changes; and
« Allows for interchange with other transport modes.

7.1.3 Permeability Strategy

The criteria used as part of the MCA for permeability are as follows:

* Forms part of the primary network or a key desire line;

* Improves safety;

« Improves part of a key route to schools;

*  Forms part of an existing plan or is already partly in progress;
and

+ Potential cost and ease of implementation.

7.1.4 Public Transport Strategy

The criteria used as part of the MCA for Public Transport are as
follows:

+ Improvement to interchange between modes; and

« Potential cost and ease of implementation.

7.1.5 Traffic Management Strategy

The criteria used as part of the MCA for Traffic Management are as
follows:

+ Gives additional space or priority to active travel modes;

* Increases bus priority;

+ Does not cause unreasonable increases in traffic levels; and

+ Potential cost and ease of implementation.

7.1.6 Car Parking Strategy

The criteria used as part of the MCA for Car Parking are as follows:
« Improves attractiveness and space allocation of streets;

« Improves vehicular circulation or access to car parks;

+ Improves operation of car parks; and

+ Potential cost and ease of implementation.

7.2 Rating Scale and Appraisal Criteria

Schemes are assessed based on a five-point scale, based on the
benefit or disadvantage the scheme may have, Table 7.1 shows

the definition of the five metrics used in the assessment, and their
associated colours. The benefit/disadvantage is broadly scaled
based on comparison with other schemes, but this particular MCA
process is not a direct comparative MCA, as it is not comparing
distinct options with a single chosen outcome, rather a broader
assessment of schemes under the different criteria which is used to
inform their priority.

Table 7.1: Footpaths MCA

Metric Definition

Significant benefit / improvement
Some benefit / improvement
Neutral

Some disadvantage

Significant disadvantage
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7.3 Multi Criteria Analysis

This section outlines the ranking given to each of the schemes that
have been developed as shown in Section 6, using the appraisal
criteria outlined in Section 7.1.

7.3.1 Pedestrian Analysis

Table 7.2 shows the results of the multi-criteria analysis undetaken for the for the pedestrian footpath schemes under each of the chosen criteria.

Table 7.2: Footpaths MCA

nm-mmm-mm--mm--m-m-m

Forms part of the primary pedestrian network or a key

desire line - - - -

Improves safety - - - - - - - - - -
Improves part of a key route to schools - - - - - - - - - - -
Forms part of an existing plan or is already partly in

progress ] -

Potential cost and ease of implementation - - - - - - - - - -

m Scheme description m Scheme description

New footpath on Viewmount F12 Widening of footpaths on Geraldines Terrace
F2 New footpath on Connaught Rd F13 Improvements to Grafton Court pedestrian access
F3 New footpath on Little Water Street F14 Footpath improvements at Aghafad
F4 New footpath on R198 (from Church to Cinema) F15 Footpath improvements at Teffia Park
F5 New footpath on R198 Cloonbalt F16 Footpath improvements at Townspark Industrial Estate
F6 New footpath on Lisbrack Road F17 Footpath improvements at N63 Ballinalee Road
F7 New footpath on Abbeycarton Lane F18 Footpath improvements at R198 Battery Rd
F8 Footpath improvements at Longford Industrial Estate F19 New footpath on Demense Lane
F9 Improvements to pedestrian footbridge at train station F 20 Footpath improvements at Deanscurragh
F10 Improvements to Garvey's Close pedestrian access F 21 Footpath improvements at New Street
F11 Improvements to Bog Lane pedestrian access
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Table 7.3 shows the results of the multi-criteria analysis undetaken for the for the pedestrian crossing schemes under each of the chosen criteria.

Table 7.3: Pedestrian Crossings MCA

Forms part of a major road or a key desire line [ ] [ B EEEER H BB . N H EEHEB
Improves safety ] ] H HE B i ] H HE NN

Improves part of a key route to schools H EEE N H EE EEEENEN H B EH E N HEEEN
Forms part of an existing plan or is already partly in

progress Il N

Potential cost and ease of implementation - - - -

m Pedestrian Crossing Improvements Schemes m Pedestrian Crossing Improvements Schemes
W1 N63

W16  Templemichael Terrace

W2 N63 W17  Templemichael Terrace
W3 N63 W18 Ballinalee Road
W4 N63 W19 Ballinalee Road
W5 N63 W 20 Ballinalee Road
W 6 N63 W 21 Dublin Road

w7 N63 W 22 Dublin Road

w8 Park Road W-23  Connaught Road
W9 Park Road W-24  Lisbrack Road
W10 Park Road W-25  Battery Road
W11 Earl Street W-26  Battery Road
W12 Earl Street W-27  Battery Road
W13  Bridge Street W-28  Battery Road
W14 Great Water Street W-29 N4 roundabout
W15  St. Mel's Road W-30  Clonbalt Wood
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7.3.2 Cycling Analysis

Table 7.4 shows the results of the multi-criteria analysis undetaken for the for the cycle infrastructure schemes under each of the chosen criteria.

Table 7.4: Cycling Infrastructure MCA

Forms part of a major road or a key desire line B O E B Ml N

Improves safety ] Il Il Bl BN B ] Il Il I . Il Il .
Improves part of a key route to schools B EEEEeEe [ I

Forms part of an existing plan or is already partly in -

progress

Potential cost and ease of implementation [ N | N N N I I | Il I

m Cycle Route Schemes m Cycle Route Schemes

Main St Cycle Route (From Bridge Street to Train Station) C-12  Demesne Ln/ Battery Court / Little Water Street new connection and bridge
C-2 The Mall (from Little Water Street via the Mall and connection Ballinalee Road via new bridge crossing) C-13 N63 (from Templemichael Terrace to N4 roundabout)
C-3 N63 (from Templemichael Terrace to Main Street) C-14  Connaught Rd (N5)
C-4 Battery Road (R198) C-15 Park Rd / Prospect Woods
C-5 Dublin Road C-16  Templemichael Terrace
C-6 Northern Environs Connector C-17  Abbeycartron Lane
C-7 Park Road (From Train Station to Farnagh Hill) C-18  Templemichael Cycleway
Cc-8 Ardnacassa/Oaklands Avenue Connector C-19  Royal Canal Greenway
C-9 N63 (Longford Industrial Estate to Main Street) C-20  Ardnacassa
C-10  Glenn Riada Cycling Connection C-21 R198 Cloonbalt
C-11 Great Water Street / St. Mel's Road C-22 N4 Parallel Route (southern side)

C-23 Lisbrack Rd
C-24  River Camlin East Bank Route (to N4)
C-25 Royal Canal to Dublin Road via Teffia Park
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Table 7.5 and Table 7.6 shows the results of the multi-criteria analysis undetaken for the for the cycle parking and quiet street schemes under each of the chosen criteria.

Table 7.6: Cycle Parking MCA

Located adjacent to a key destination - - -

Can be easily accessed form the proposed cycling
network -

Can be implemented without other infrastructural
changes

Allows for interchange with other transport modes ]

Table 7.5: Quiet Streets MCA

N R S A B B N N S

Links two routes on the primary cycle network - - - - BP-1 Improve Bicycle Parking at The Mall Sports Complex
BP-2 Improve Bicycle Parking at Longford Shopping Centre (Tesco)
Provides an alternative to an unattractive/unsafe route - - - - - BP-3 Improve Bicycle Parking at Train Station
Forms part of a key route to schools BP-4 Sheltered Bicycle parking in town centre at Little Water Street
BP-5 Bicycle parking at Fee Court (at pedestrinan / cyclist bridge)
Could facilitate the removal of a through route for cars [l [l [ I BP-6 Bicycle parking at Longford County Council offices / Battle of the Somme Memorial
. . . BP-7 Bicycle parking at St. Michael's Boys National School
Potential cost and ease of implementation o EH B B | N N yele pardng y
BP-8 Bicycle parking at St. Mel's College sports field
BP-9 Bicycle parking at Geraldine's Terrace Car Park
BP-10 Bicycle parking at St. Mel's Car Park
Q1 St. Michael's Road (between N5 and N63) BP-11 Bicycle parking at Market Square
Qz Annaly Park (between N5 and N63) BP-12 Bicycle parking at Supervalu Townspark Industrial Estate
Qs College Park (between N63 and Templemichael Terrace) BP-13 Bicycle parking at Harbour View (Royal Canal Greenway terminus)
Q4 Templemichael Industrial Estate BP-14 Bicycle parking at Dunnes Stores (Dublin Rd)
Qs Deanscurragh (between N63 and Dublin Road) BP15 Bicycle parking at Demesne Lane (Tennis Club)
Q6 Springlawn (between Ardnacassa Ave and Dublin Road) BP16 Bicycle parking at Connaught Rd
Q7 Dun Darrach (between Dublin Road and Ardnacassa) BP17 Bicycle parking at Ardnacassa Avenue
Q8 Royal Canal Avenue / Park Villas / Teffia Park BP1S Bicycle parking at Garda Station
Q9 Glack / McEoin Park (between Teffia Park and Farnagh Hill)
Q10 Mastertech Business Park to Royal Canal

82



Longford Town - Local Transport Plan

7.3.3 Permeability Analysis

Table 7.7 shows the results of the multi-criteria analysis undetaken for the for the permeability schemes under each of the chosen criteria.

Table 7.7: Walking and Cycling Permeability MCA

 — ) 28 23 2 23 28 e ) ) e ) e e e
Forms part of the primary network or a key desire line e Bl D E s N B O
Improves safety I | | Bl Il I I Il
Improves part of a key route to schools . . e N N - . N | I HE BN B I N

Forms part of an existing plan or is already partly in
Orogress [ ] [ ]

Potential cost and ease of implementation " B B B B B B B BB | Il

_ Walking and Cycling Permeability Schemes m Walking and Cycling Permeability Schemes

PY 1 Battery Ct to Battery Rd PY 14  Farnagh Hill to Viewmount via golfcourse
PY 2 Little Water Street to Battery Ct PY 15 Demesne Lane to Lisbrack Rd

PY 3 Oaklands Dr to Templemichael Business Park PY16  Abbeycartron to the Mall

PY 4 Oaklands Grove to Ardnacassa PY 17 Ballinalee Road to the Mall Complex

PY 5 Strokestown Rd to Glenn Riada PY 18  Abbeycartron to Templemichael

PY 6 Townspark to Western Park PY 19 Druid Glen to Abbeycartron

PY 7 Royal Canal to Camlin Meadow PY 20 Cartrun Breac to N4 Axis Centre

PY 8 St Joseph's Road to Dublin Road (via bus depot or convent) PY 21 Clonbalt Wood to Cloonbalt Lane

PY 9 Ardeevan to Ardnacassa PY 22  Cloonbalt Lane to Camlin River / Northern Environ Lands
PY 10 Royal Canal to N63 (exact location TBD) PY23  Abbeycartron Lands to Clooncoose

PY 11 Royal Canal to Mastertech Business Park

PY 12 Glack to Dublin Road

PY 13 Farnagh Hill to Farnagh
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Table 7.8 to 7.10 show the results of the multi-criteria analysis undetaken for the for the public transport, traffic management, and car parking schemes respectively under each of the chosen criteria.

7.3.4 Public Transport Analysis

Table 7.8: Public Transport MCA

---- No.Publc Tamsor scemes

PT 1 General improvements to Train Station (Including pedestrian access, and cycle

Allows for interchange with other transport modes [ ] parking)
PT 2 Train Station Permeability Study (to east)
Potential cost and ease of implementation . I PT3  Bus Stop upgrade programme (Across the study area)
. . PT4 Bus Route & Frequency Study (in conjunction with ‘Connecting Ireland")
Improves attractiveness of public transport [ ] o N N PT5  Bus stop improvements on Main Street

PT6 Work with the NTA to develop a town bus service
7.3.5 Traffic Management Analysis

Table 7.9: Traffic Management MCA

TM-1 St Mels Rd One-Way system

Gives additional space or priority to active travel modes . . . -
P priofty - - - - - - - TM-2  Longford Shopping Centre Main St Entrance Vehicular Restriciton
Increases bus priority B TM-3  Reorganisation of Market Square/Kilashee St One-way system
TM-4 St Michaels Rd Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability
Does not cause unreasonable increases in traffic levels [l 1 N N | TM-5  Annaly Park Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability
TM-6  College Park Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability
Potential cost and ease of implementation N o BN OE BB TM-7  Deanscurragh Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability

TM-8  Teffia Park Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability

7.3.6 Car Parking Analysis

Table 7.10: Car parking MCA m Car Parking Schemes

CP2 Recommend Locations for Park and Stride schemes
CP3 Wayfinding strategy
CP4 Rationalisation of On-Street Car Parking along Geraldine's Terrace

Improves attractiveness and space allocation of streets -

Improves vehicular circulation or access to car parks
P P - - - CP5 Improve pedestrian access to Annaly car park from Main Street
Improves operation of car parks - - - - CP6 Change parking regime at Annaly car park to max. 2hr stay
CP7 Change parking regime at Ballymahon car park to max. 2hr stay
Potential cost and ease of implementation N I CP8 Improve pedestrian access to car park (via Bog Lane) from Main Street

CP9 Change parking regimes at car park to max. 2hr stay
CP 10 New one-way system at Longford Shopping centre car park
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8. Implementation and Priority Plan

Based on the results of the Multi Criteria Analysis undertaken
in the previous section, certain schemes have been removed
from recommendation, and the remaining schemes have been
categorised into Priority 1 and Priority 2 schemes.

The Priority 1

schemes are those

that demonstrate the
greatest overall impact
and alignment with
objectives according to
the assessment criteria.

The Priority 1 schemes are those that demonstrate the greatest
overall impact and alignment with objectives according to the
assessment criteria. These schemes will be prioritised for early
implementation, subject to required statutory processes, availability
of funding and engineering feasibility following the detailed design
process.

The Priority 2 schemes also demonstrate net benefits and alignment
with objectives but to a lesser extent than the Priority 1 schemes.
These schemes will be implemented once the Priority 1 schemes
have been completed, again subject to required processes, funding,
and engineering feasibility following the detailed design process.

Schemes that were ranked lowest or negatively in terms of benefits
and highest in terms of negative impacts have been removed

from further consideration. Limited funds and resources mean
concentrating on higher priority schemes is the most prudent course
of action.

The Priority 2 schemes
also demonstrate net
benefits and alignment
with objectives but to a
lesser extent than the
Priority 1 schemes.

The following sections will provide details of the priority that has
been assigned to each of the remaining transport strategy schemes,
along with indicative timelines for implementation and estimates of
potential high level costs.
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8.1 Recommended Pedestrian Schemes

Table 8.1: Priority 1 pedestrian crossing improvement schemes

Priority 1 Schemes
o o [ | o

W-8 Park Road Short Low
W-9 Park Road Short Low
W-10 Park Road Short Low
W-11 Earl Street Short Low
W-12 Earl Street Short Low
W-13 Bridge Street Short Low
W-14 Great Water Street Short Low
W-15 St. Mel's Road Short Low
W-19 Ballinalee Road Short Low
W-26 Battery Road Short Low
W-27 Battery Road Short Low
W-28 Battery Road Short Low
W-29 N4 Roundabout Short Low
W-30 Clonbalt Short Low

Table 8.2: Priority 2 pedestrian crossing schemes

Priority 2 Schemes
S 7 N

W-1 N63 Short Low
W-2 N63 Short Low
W-3 N63 Short Low
W-4 N63 Short Low
W-6 N63 Short Low
W-7 N63 Short Low
W-20 Ballinalee Road Short Low
W-21 Dublin Road Short Low
W-22 Dublin Road Short Low

Figure 8.1: Priority 1 and Priority 2 pedestrian crossing schemes
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Table 8.3: Priority 1 footpath improvement schemes Figure 8.2: Priority 1 and Priority 2 footpath improvement schemes

- - O% I / A P
Priority 1 Schemes > 4 ’ S

F-4 New footpath on R198 (from Church to Cinema) Medium High ’\,‘_\sna“" i A
F-5 New footpath on R198 Cloonbalt Medium High
F-9 Improvements to pedestrian footbridge at train station Medium Medium
F-10 Improvements to Garvey's Close pedestrian access Short Low -_\%%o /
F-11 Improvements to Bog Lane pedestrian access Short Low ;,% 2 ipeno0®
F-12 Widening of footpaths on Geraldines Terrace Medium Medium [E &
F-13 Improvements to Grafton Court pedestrian access Short Low
7
Table 8.4: Priority 2 footpath improvement schemes '
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F-1 New footpath on Viewmount Medium High
F-2 New footpath on Connaught Rd Medium Medium et _wf_(oﬂ
F-3 New footpath on Little Water Street Medium High \._Eria]‘n.g.d
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F-6 New footpath on Lisbrack Road Medium High oy Q\ ’ \

m""“’ﬂag %
=1 New footpath on Abbeycartron Lane Medium High léggunun-ﬁ{aéa"
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8.2 Recommended Cycle Schemes ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Table 8.5: Priority 1 cycle route schemes

Priority 1 Schemes
S S =% NN

Figure 8.3: Priority 1 and Priority 2 cycle route schemes

] \ \ . )
C-1 Main St Cycle Route (From Bridge Street to Train Station) Medium Medium A %“.‘». : w P
%\Sna?’b i
c-2 The Mall Medi High i _ L '
eva eaim 9 Clognbal ’?( ' .
Cc-3 N63 (from Templemichael Terrace to Main Street) Medium Medium L \}:\s"““\' e T\H p{, /
Cc-4 Battery Road (R198) Medium Medium %\ " {-‘{Z \ =
. ) } \Lismore Aghadegnan /\ ~ Corraddosy
C-5 Dublin Road Medium Medium TN\
c-7 Park Road (From Train Station to Farnagh Hill) Medium Medium f _ 3 ! e p—, i
| 4 Aris Centlll 3
C-13 N63 (from Templemichael Terrace to roundabout) Medium Medium 2 /u ’ ' ' :
C-16 Templemichael Terrace Medium Medium \ (y : 5
; From Abbeycartron Lane along banks of River Camlin (N4 to . . i
c-18 Templemichael Industrial Estate) Medium High Demestie |\~
Cc-19 Royal Canal Greenway Medium Medium 4 ]_ =
e,,,(rq
C-21 R198 Cloonbalt Medium Medium T s Bally,
; !;'ist%attlE \ 7\C Gha"i'mh_"“--.Cm.LaDa”nf
Table 8.6: Priority 2 cycle route schemes / L "\
Priority 2 Schemes ’ . \
hia|
o oo e [ o \\
Ardnacassagh
C-6 Battery Road to Northern Environ Connectorx Long Medium \
#Hghareagh,
C-8 Ardnacassa/Oaklands Avenue Connector Medium Medium _ S

L 4
Ballyminions

C-9 N63 (Longford Industrial estate to Main Street) Medium Medium P it o A @
C-10 Glenn Riada Cycling Connection Medium Medium _' . o \ & .—'\4
>
c-1 Great Water Street / St. Mel's Road Medium Medium \/ AN A N Longtor
Farrahyoogan / 7\ County Golf
Demesne Ln / Battery Court / Little Water Street new connection and ﬁ ‘

Course
c-12 bridge Medium High : / /@%%
C-14 Connaught Rd (N5) Medium Medium 3 ok K
E..E""‘g‘
c-15 Park Rd / Prospect Woods Medium Medium i 4
7 & Legend
C-17 Abbeycartron Lane Medium Medium . Lo
4 = High Priority )

C-20 Ardnacassa Medium Medium Cloontirg agecadloh L. E

PR s Low Priority |~
C-22, N4 Medium Medium /o
C-23 Lisbrack Road Medium Medium }_ Esri, Intermap, NASA, NGA, USGS, Esri Community Maps Contrutors, Esri UK, Esei, HERE, Garmin, Fem‘.:quare, GeaTechnologies, \we, METI/NASA, USGS

-24 . . . . .

¢ *Although this scheme scored highly in the MCA process, it relies on the development of the Abbeycartron Lands, so has F—
C-25 been designated as a Priority 2 scheme.
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8.3 Recommended Bicycle Parking Schemes

Table 8.7: Priority 1 bicycle parking schemes

Priority 1 Schemes
o e e | o

BP 1 Improve Bicycle Parking at The Mall Sports Complex Short Low Figure 8.4: Priority 1 and Priority 2 bicycle parking schemes

BP 2 Improve Bicycle Parking at Longford Shopping Centre (Tesco) Short Low .

BP 3 Improve Bicycle Parking at Train Station Short Low 5-:. ﬂ% LE E

BP 7 Bicycle parking at St. Michael's Boys National School Short Low En; %, % E

BP9 Bicycle parking at Geraldine's Terrace Car Park Short Low E %{ E S
Abbeycartron-

BP 10 Bicycle parking at St. Mel's Car Park Short Low by

BP 11 Bicycle parking at Market Square Short Low

BP 13 Bicycle parking at Harbour View (Royal Canal Greenway terminus) Short Low

Table 8.8: Priority 2 bicycle parking schemes

Priority 2 Schemes
N e B I

BP 4 Sheltered bicycle parking in town centre at Little Water Street Short Low N63
BP 5 Bicycle parking at Fee Court (at pedestrinan / cyclist bridge) Short Low 4 /
. . . 3

BP 6 Bicycle parklng_at Longford county Council offices / Battle of the Short Low 3 [BP-17] e{\\)

Somme Memorial Sy 3N

| A e 3553‘;9”0
BP 8 Bicycle parking at St. Mel's College sports field Short Low . nggﬁmm
g8

BP 12 Bicycle parking at Supervalu Townspark Industrial Estate Short Low aﬂGrian-Ard
BP 14 Bicycle parking at Dunnes Stores (Dublin Rd) Short Low - e,
BP 15 Bicycle parking at Demesne Lane (Tennis Club) Short Low
BP 16 Bicycle parking at Connaught Rd Short Low
BP 17 Bicycle parking at Ardnacassa Avenue Short Low
BP 18 Bicycle parking at Garda Station Short Low
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8.4 Recommended Permeability Schemes ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Table 8.9: Priority 1 walking and cycling permeability schemes

Priority 1 Schemes
o o [ | o

Figure 8.5: Priority 1 and Priority 2 permeability schemes

PY 1 Battery Ct to Battery Rd Short Low /
PY 3 Oaklands Dr to Templemichael Business Park Short Low :
PY 4 Oaklands Grove to Ardnacassa Avenue Short Low —~%
' 2
PY 7 Royal Canal to Camlin Meadow Short Low "%0
. . e _@@@'23'_* g
PY9 Ardeevan to Ardnacassa Medium Medium N \ N, @ Gioon
% g,
S,
PY 16 Abbeycartron to the Mall Medium Medium \5"\’%
PY 17 Ballinalee Road to the Mall Complex Medium Medium

Table 8.10:Priority 2 walking and cycling permeability schemes :

Ty (&

? = e./ L Abbeycartron-lane )
iori \ — | PY-17 |
Priority 2 Schemes | H 8! p

.5
oo™

e.
\
N ) N 1\

|3

Templemichael

Industrial /
\ Esfate /
PY 2 Connaught Rd to Battery Ct Short Low \.. — /
_ _ , , N [PY-3 |
PY 8 St Joseph's Road to Dublin Road (via bus depot or convent) Medium Medium
PY 10 Royal Canal to N63 (exact location TBD) Medium Medium : A
g . - i @
PY 11 Royal Canal to Mastertech Business Park Medium Medium - ; e
PY 15 Demesne Lane to Lisbrack Rd Short Low
A Pyo
PY 19 Druid Glen to Abbeycartron Medium Low A\ "
/éggubnn-méd".;\
Wew:no“m
[__Mastertechi 5=
- - “Business{Park: =
f .
% Longford . e
] County Golf r/
/ ‘ Course A\
T:.\J PY-10 Legend
bl f ’s; - o =
.-.«'/ ?3?% - <—p Priority 1
;V % <= Priority 2 Lant
| &/
/4

L I
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8.5 Recommended Public Transport Schemes

Table 8.11: Priority 1 public transport schemes
Priority 1 Schemes

General improvements to Train Station (Including pedestrian access,

PT-1 and cycle parking) Short Low
PT-4 Bus Route & Frequency Study (in conjunction with ‘Connecting Ireland') Medium Medium
PT-5 Bus Stop Improvements on Main Street Short Low

Table 8.12: Priority 2 public transport schemes

Priority 2 Schemes

PT-2 Train Station Permeability Study (to east) Medium Medium
PT-3 Bus Stop upgrade programme (Across the study area) Medium Medium
PT-6 Work with the NTA to develop a Town Bus Service Medium High
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8.6 Recommended Traffic Management Schemes

Table 8.13: Priority 1 traffic management schemes

Priority 1 Schemes

TM-1 St Mels Rd One-Way system Medium Medium

T™M-2 Longford Shopping Centre Main St Entrance Vehicular Restriction Medium Medium

Table 8.14: Priority 2 traffic management schemes

Priority 2 Schemes

T™M-3 Reorganisation of Market Square/Kilashee St One-way system Medium Medium
T™M-4 St Michaels Rd Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability Short Low
TM-5 Annaly Park Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability Short Low
TM-6 College Park Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability Short Low
T™M-7 Deanscurragh Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability Short Low
TM-8 Teffia Park Quiet Street / Filtered Permeability Short Low

Longford Town - Local Transport Plan

00000

Figure 8.6: Priority 1 and Priority 2 Traffic Management schemes
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\ [T

8.7 Recommended Car Parking Schemes

Table 8.15: Priority 1 car parking schemes

Priority 1 Schemes
? Legend
S N

. Amendments to Car Parking

CP-2 Recommend Locations for Park and Stride schemes Short Low
) = = = Improve pedesirian connection

CP-3 Wayfinding strategy Short Low
CP-5 Improve pedestrian access to Annaly car park from Main Street Short Low B Rationalise on-street parking
CP-6 Change parking regime at Annaly car park to max. 2hr stay Short Low Priority 1 s
CP-7 Change parking regime at Ballymahon car park to max. 2hr stay Short Low 1 Priority 2 <
CP-8 Improve pedestrian access to car park (via Bog Lane) from Main Street Short Low
CP-9 Change parking regimes at car park to max. 2hr stay Short Low

Table 8.16: Priority 2 car parking schemes

Priority 2 Schemes

N S — Y T

Rationalisation of Main St and Dublin St parking (to facilitate cycle

infrastructure) Medium Medium
CP-4 Rationalisation of On-Street Car Parking along Geraldine's Terrace Short Low Market Square
Rear Car Park

CP-10 New one-way system at Longford Shopping centre car park Medium Medium

Longford
Shopping
Centre

Legend

I Removal of on-street parking

x No through access for vehicles,
ped/cycle access only

[ Northern Access Route
I Southern Access Route

== = One-Way Road Proposal

Low Priority
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9. Conclusion

This strategy has examined the transport context of Longford
and outlined a baseline analysis of the current conditions. Key
constraints and opportunities have been identified which have
informed the development of strategies and schemes for each
mode.

A number of strategies have been developed which aim to deliver
on the transport objectives laid out, in line with the established
principles, all of which contribute to creating the vision set out for
Longford Town. The pedestrian, cycle, and permeability strategies
aim to increase the attractiveness and reduce the journey times of
active travel modes. The public transport strategy aims to improve
the catchment and use of public transport along with improving
existing facilities. The traffic management and car parking
strategies aim to rationalise vehicular movements and street space
in the town core.

A suite of schemes and measures have been developed for each
of these strategies which were assessed using a Multi Criteria
Assessment, with criteria tailored specifically to each individual
assessment. The outcome of this assessment informed the
Implementation and Priority Plan, which sorted the individual
measures into Priority 1 and Priority 2 measures, along with
removing certain measures deemed unsuitable or too costly.

These combined strategies and the measures contained within
them, when implemented will contribute to a considerable increase
in trips made using sustainable transport, with Longford playing its
part in meeting the Climate Action Plan and National Sustainable
Mobility Policy targets.

Longford Town -

Local Transport Plan
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