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a coherent European network of special areas of conservation 
shall be set up under the title Natura 2000” and “the Natura 2000 network shall include special protection 
areas classified by the Member States pursuant to Directive 79/409/EEC

“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely to 
have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be 
subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. 
In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the site and subject to the provisions 
of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 
ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having 
obtained the opinion of the general public.”  
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to maintain or restore the favourable 
conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Interests for the SPA

Appropriate 
Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning Authorities
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the distance should 
be evaluated on a case-by-case basis with reference to the nature, size and location of the project, and the 
sensitivities of the ecological receptors, and the potential for in combination effects
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Council Directive of 21 May 1992 on The Conservation of 
Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (92/43/EEC).

Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning 
Authorities

National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021.

Draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2018-2021.

Communication from the Commission on the precautionary 
principle. 

Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 
2000 sites:  Methodological Guidance on the Provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 
92/43/EEC

Managing Natura 2000 sites: The Provisions of 
Article 6 of the Habitat’s Directive 92/43/EEC

Directive 2009/147/EC of 30th November 2009 on 
the Conservation of Wild Birds (2009/147/EC).

Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats 
Directive: Guidance for Planning Authorities.

The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland

The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland


