	[image: ]3333333333333333333		
APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT 
SCREENING REPORT 
	APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT
SCREENING REPORT AND
CONCLUSION STATEMENT



	(A)  Project Details


	Planning File Ref

	Part 8 preparation – Granard Greenway

	Applicant name

	Longford County Council

	Development Location

	Granard, Co. Longford. 

	Site size

	2.2km long trail, 3m wide

	Application accompanied by an EIS (Yes/NO)

	No

	Distance from nearest Natura 2000 site(s) in km

	Approximately 4.1km

	Description of the project/proposed development

Construction of c2.2km long, approx. 3m wide greenway path, bridge and fencing including loop through the forestry to accommodate both pedestrians and cyclists from GAA complex to R194 Regional Road through the townlands of Carragh, Rathcronan and Higginstown. 


	(B)  Identification of Natura 2000 sites which may be impacted by the proposed development

	
	Yes/No

If answer is yes, identify list name of Natura 2000 site likely to be impacted.

	1
	Impacts on sites designated for freshwater habitats or species.

Sites to consider (but not limited to): 
	Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include freshwater habitats and/or species, or in the catchment (upstream or downstream) of same? 
	No, the project is not located within a SAC. 


	2
	Impacts on sites designated for wetland habitats - bogs, fens, marshes and heath.

Sites to consider (but not limited to): Ardgullion Bog SAC; Lough Kinale and Derragh Lough SPA 

	Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include wetland habitats (bog, marsh, fen or heath), or within 1 km of same?

	The project site is not located within a SAC or within 1km of same.


	3
	Impacts on designated terrestrial habitats.

Sites to consider (but not limited to): Lough Kinale and Derragh Lough SPA 
	Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include woodlands, dunes or grasslands, or within 100m of same?
	The project site is not located within an SAC or 100m of same. 

	4
	Impacts on birds in SPAs

Sites to consider (but not limited to): 
Lough Kinale and Derragh Lough SPA
	Is the development within a Special Protection Area, or within 5 km of same?
	The project site is not located within a SPA but is located within 5km of same.

	(C) Identification of Potential Impacts on Habitats and Birds

	1
	Impacts on designated rivers, streams, lakes and freshwater dependant habitats and species

If ‘Yes’ is recorded in answer to question 1 in Table B, please answer the following.

Does the development involve any of the following:

	1.1

	Works within the boundary of a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) excluding small extensions/alterations to existing buildings.
	

	1.2
	Discharge to surface water or groundwater within 5km of SAC.
	

	1.3
	Abstraction from surface water or groundwater within 5km of SAC
	

	1.4
	Removal of topsoil within 500m of watercourses.
	

	1.5
	Infilling or raising of ground levels within 100m of watercourses.
	

	1.6
	Construction of drainage ditches within 1km of SAC.
	

	1.7
	Installation of wastewater treatment systems; percolation areas; septic tanks within 500m of watercourses.
	

	1.8
	Construction within a floodplain or within an area liable to flood.
	

	1.9
	Crossing or culverting of rivers or streams within 5km of SAC.
	

	1.10
	Storage of chemicals, hydrocarbons or organic wastes within 1km of a watercourse.
	

	1.11
	Development of a large-scale which involves the production of an EIAR.
	

	1.12
	Development of quarries/mines.
	

	1.13
	Development of windfarms.
	

	1.14
	Development of pumped hydro-electric stations.
	

	1.15
	Construction of roads or other infrastructure on peat habitats within 1km of rivers, streams, lakes and freshwater-dependant habitats.  
	

	2
	Impacts on designated wetlands – bogs, fens, marshes and heath

If ‘Yes’ is recorded in answer to question 2 in Table B, please answer the following.

Does the development involve any of the following:

	2.1
	Works within the boundary of a Special Area of Conservation (SAC), excluding small extensions/alterations to existing buildings.
	No

	2.2
	Construction of roads or other infrastructure on peat habitats within 1km of bog, marsh, fen or heath habitat within a Natura 2000 site.
	No

	2.3
	Development of a large scale within 1km of bog, marsh, fen or heath habitat within a Natura 2000 site which involves the production of an EIS. 
	No

	3
	Impacts on other designated terrestrial habits (woodland, grasslands)

If ‘Yes’ is recorded in answer to question 3 in Table B, please answer the following.

Does the development involve any of the following:

	3.1
	Works within the boundary of a Special Area of Conservation (SAC).
	

	3.2
	Development within 200m of Natura 2000 site with woodland, grassland or coastal habitats.
	

	3.3
	Development of a large scale within 1km of Natura 2000 site with woodland, grassland or coastal habitats which involves the production of an EIS.
	

	4
	Impacts on birds in SPAs

If ‘Yes’ is recorded in answer to question 4 in Table B, please answer the following.

Does the development involve any of the following:

	4.1
	Works within the boundary of a Special Protection Area (SPA) excluding small extensions/alterations to existing buildings.                        No

	4.2
	Erection of wind turbines within 5km of a SPA.
	No

	4.3
	Proposed discharges directly to SPA.
	No

	4.4
	Development of cycleways or walking routes within 100m of SPA. 
	No



Conclusion:  	
If the answer to all of the above is No, significant impacts on habitats within Natura 2000 sites can be ruled out.
No further assessment is required in relation to habitats.
If the answer is Yes, you will require further information, which should be provided in the form of a Natura Impact Statement which should address the particular issues of concern as identified through the above.  

	Consideration of potential impacts on protected species within SACs



Currently, one of our Special Areas of Conservation is designated for species as well as for habitats, namely Lough Ree SAC, which includes habitat for otters Lutra lutra. Activities could have an impact on this protected species. Please tick if you are concerned that the proposed development could have an impact on these species. 

	Species
	Relevant Site(s)
	Activities which could have impacts on species 
	Possible Impacts Identified Yes/No

	Otter
	Lough Ree
	Activities that interfere with river banks.
	No


Conclusion:  	
If the answer to all of the above is No, significant impacts on species can be ruled out.
If the answer is Yes, then further information is likely to be required in relation to potential for impact on that particular species.  

	(D) Summary of Impacts

	Natura 2000 Sites within impact zone 
	Lough Kinale and Derragh Lough SPA, Ardagullion Bog SAC

	Qualifying features of Natura 2000 Site (attach site synopsis from National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS))
	See Site Synopsis below

	(E) Assessment of Likely Significant Effects (from Tables above)

	Describe how the project or plan (alone or in combination) could affect the Natura 2000 site(s).

	From the tables above, it is considered the project (alone or in combination) will not affect the Natura 2000 sites. 



	If there are potential impacts, explain whether you consider if these are likely to be significant.

	
N/A


	(F) Relevant Advice Received

	Documentation reviewed for making this statement.

	
Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for Planning Authorities (2010)
Assessment of Plans and Projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites (2001)
Managing Natura 2000 sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive (2018) 
Relevant Site Synposis.


	Persons/Bodies consulted with for the making of this statement.

	Longford County Council Planning Department



	 (G) SCREENING CONCLUSION STATEMENT 
Selected relevant category for project assessed by ticking box.

	1
	AA is not required because the project is directly connected with/necessary to the conservation management of the site

	

	2

	No potential significant affects/AA is not required
	x

	3
	Significant effects are certain, likely or uncertain. 
Seek a Natura Impact Statement
Reject proposal. (Reject if potentially damaging/inappropriate)
	

	Justify why it falls into relevant category above (based on information in above tables)

	The proposal has no potential significant affects on the Natura 2000 network for the following reasons: 
1. The project site is not located within a SAC or in the catchment of same to impact on sites designated for freshwater habitats or species.
2. The project site is not located within a SAC or within 1km of site designated for wetland habitats. It does not involve construction of roads or other infrastructure on peat habitats within 1km of bog, marsh, fen or heath habitat within a Natura 2000 site. 
3. The project site is not located within an SAC or 100m of same to impact on designated terrestrial habitats.
4. The project site is not located within a SPA. It is within 5km of same. However, it does not fall within the risk categories identified above. 



	Name:
	Lorraine O’Connor

	Position:
	Regeneration Officer (Executive Planner)

	Date:
	05/05/2022
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Map of proposed trail with 15km buffer zone
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Sphagnum lawns, flushes and soaks. Degraded raised bog corresponds to those areas
of high bog whose hydrology has been adversely affected by peat cutting, drainage

and other land use activities, but which are capable of regeneration. The
Rhynchosporion habitat occurs in wet depressions, pool edges and erosion channels
where the vegetation includes White Beak-sedge (Rhynchospora alba) and/or Brown
Beak-sedge (R. fusca), and at least some of the following associated species, Bog
Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum), sundews (Drosera spp.), Deergrass (Scirpus

cespitosus) and Carnation Sedge (Carex panicea).

This site is the remnant of a much larger bog that is now cutover and afforested.
There are areas of hummocks and pools in the centre of the high bog and the ground
is wet and quaking. There is one flush in the centre of the high bog. There is a small
area of coniferous forestry on a section of high bog and cutover in the south-west of
the site. Cutover bog is found all around this site.

Much of the high bog has vegetation typical of a Midland Raised Bog, consisting of

Heather (Calluna vulgaris), Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos), Hare's-tail Cottongrass

(Eriophorum vaginatum), White Beak-sedge, Bog Asphodel and Bog-rosemary
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magellanicum are common on the high bog, and S. imbricatum is found at the centre of with Acrobat Pro DC
the site. At the centre of the high bog there are frequent pools that all contain the bog

moss S. cuspidatum. Great Sundew (Drosera anglica) is found in all the pools in the

Start Free Trial

E L Type here to search (0] ﬁ D T}@ g2 | A W ¢ o P w4 o enci

24/05/2021 &




image4.png
AAScreening Lorraine O'Connor (L0

h © Comments

T | | naBbcene| aaBbcene AaBbC( AsBbCct AQ DB asbcer acsbeepi AcBbecp acEbccD( AaBbCDC ABBCcDC A@BBCcD: AABSCCDE AABBCCDE [ LQJ

§
5 | L e g gt e st st o mom o e sty o | S22 | e €

Fle  Home Insert Draw Design  Llayout  References  Maiings  Review ew  Developer  Help £

File Edit View Sign Window Help —_—

1 X cut
paste [ECoPY

Home  Tools 21.05 Aughnacliffe ... Ardagullion Bog SA... x ¥ S romatramer | BT U@ A2~

- =) @O 272 AMOB® sn- R T B 2K

TimesNewRom ~ 10~ A" A" Aa~ Ay

centre of the bog and Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata) is present in some. The inter-

pool areas have a high bog moss cover. Many hummocks have good clumps of the a Comment
lichens Cladonia portentosa and C. unciali

there are some young Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta) but none are thriving. There is

one very wet flush in the centre of the high bog with Common Cottongrass (E. g g
angustifolium), extensive lawns of the bog moss S. cuspidatum and some Purple Moor- z, Fill & Sign
grass (Molinia caerulea). The cutover in the north-west, east and south-east is

dominated by Purple Moor Grass, Soft Rush (Juncus effusus) and Common

Cottongrass. There is some Gorse (Ulex europaeus) scrub in the east of the site and /é More Tools
extensive Downy Birch (Betula pubescens) scrub in the south-east.

On the south-west margins of the high bog

Current land uses on the site include forestry, peat-cutting and agriculture. The

forestry is found on a small section of high bog and adjoining cutover in the south-

west of the site. Areas of cutover in the south and west of the site that were e e

previously forested have only recently been clear-felled. Active peat-cutting is taking e e SITE SYNOPSIS
place in the north-west, east and south-east of the site. Two fields in the north of the

site have been reclaimed for agriculture. Damaging activities associated with these

Site Name: Ardagullion Bog SAC

land uses include drainage throughout the site and burning of the high bog. There is
also evidence of old burning in the northern part of the high bog. All these activities Site Code: 002341

have resulted in the loss of habitat and damage to the hydrological status of the site,

and pose a continuing threat to its viability. Ardaguillion Bog is located 5 km north-east of Edgeworthstown, mainly in the
townlands of Cloonshannagh (Coolamber Manor Demesne) and Ardaguillon in Co.
Longford. The site comp; raised bog that includes both areas of high bog and
cutover bog. The s

» raised bog, a rare habitat in the E.U. and one that is becoming increasingly scarce and » — =
under threat in Ireland. The site supports a good diversity of raised bog Page50f7 14 [R  English (United Kingdom) & L&l Display Settings [ Focus - + 120%

microhabitats, including hummocks and pools. Active raised bog is listed as a PR
& 2410572021

Ardagullion Bog is a site of considerable conservation significance as it comprises a

priority habitat on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. Priority status is given to
habitats and species that are threatened throughout the E.U. Ireland has a high
proportion of the total E.U. resource of this habitat type (over 60%) and so has a
special responsibility for its conservation at an international level.
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SITE SYNOPSIS

SITE NAME: LOUGH KINALE AND DERRAGH LOUGH SPA

SITE CODE: 0004061

Lough Kinale is a relatively small lake that is situated immediately downstream of
Lough Sheelin, both lakes being near the top of the catchment of the Inny River, a
main tributary of the River Shannon. Derragh Lough, a much smaller system, is
connected to Lough Kinale and the Inny River. This is a typical limestone system and
is very shallow (maximum depth of Lough Kinale is c. 4 m). As with Lough Sheelin,
the trophic status of the lake has varied greatly since the 1970s due to pollution. It
was recently (1998-2000) classified as a highly eutrophic system. The lake was
formerly an important Trout fishery.

Lough Kinale has two main basins, almost separated by swamp formations. Reed
swamp is frequent around the lakes, with Common Reed (Phragmites australis) and
Tufted-sedge (Carex elata) occurring commonly. A calcium-rich small sedge marsh
occurs along parts of the shoreline. This is characterised by species such as Long-
stalked Yellow-sedge (Carex lepidocarpa), Marsh Pimpernel (Anagallis tenella),
Knotted Pearlwort (Sagina nodosa), Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris) and
Water Mint (Mentha aquatica). Areas of bog occur around the margins of the lakes in
places but some of these have been planted with conifers.

Despite the very variable water quality in recent decades, Lough Kinale and Derragh
Lough remain an important site for wintering waterfowl, especially diving duck. The
site supports nationally important populations of two species, i.e. Pochard (951) and
Tufted Duck (449) - figures are average peaks for the 5 seasons 1995/96-1999/00. A
large population of Mute Swan (120), close to the threshold for national importance,
also uses the site. Coot (199), whilst still occurring in substantial numbers, formerly
had a population of national importance. A number of other species are found, in
relatively low numbers, including Great Crested Grebe (25), Mallard (130) and
Goldeneye (22). Marginal grassland areas outside of the site attract feeding wildfowl
and waders such as Lapwing and Golden Plover.

The variable water quality over the years, with periods of highly eutrophic conditions,
undoubtedly has had adverse impacts on the wintering waterfowl, and especially the
diving duck. This would appear to be borne out by very variable numbers of birds
recorded over the years. The lake is still vulnerable to pollution and it is considered
that there is urgent need to reduce the phosphorus inputs to the system. Afforestation
has taken place close to parts of the shoreline and further planting would be
undesirable. Angling and wildfowling activities currently cause some disturbance to
the birds and any increase in such activities would be of concern.

Whilst relatively small in area and subject to a number of damaging activities, this site
retains national importance for two duck species. With an improvement in the




