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1. Introduction

This archaeological impact assessment and building appraisal has been prepared as part
of a Part 8 planning submission by Longford County Council in relation to a development
proposal at the former Sisters of Mercy Convent at Ballymahon, Co. Longford. The convent

and its present grounds are owned by Longford County Council.

The proposed development site comprises a late 19th centfury t forey over basement

former convent with a late 20th century single-storey, ovegart basement, flat-roofed

annex, containing the former convent chapel, set within tinclude the convent

asphalt forecourt and the remains of a once more e

The report details the extant remains of the hist i urtilage, and
assesses the potential archaeological i i i cts of the

development proposal.

1.1 Location and Setting

Secondary School Bdllymahon, which developed on former convent lands from the mid-
1970s, and to the north-east by Church View residential estate, constructed following the
sub-division of the convent grounds from 1999, the year the convent was vacated by the
Sisters of Mercy. The north-west side of local road L11281, Church View, also formed part
of the convent grounds, and was the site of The Sacred Heart Convent National School

unftil its demolition in recent years in advance of the redevelopment of the site.
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CYAL50392781).
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The 19th century convent building is currently unoccupied, while its late 20th century annex
is used as a Day Care and Resource Cenftre. The convent’s surviving garden is to the east
and south-east (front) sides of the building, comprising un-mowed lawn and remnant trees
and shrubs. The convent and garden are now separated, as a result of changes in
landownership, from the convent graveyard, which is situated in the grounds of the Mercy

Secondary School Ballymahon.

1.2 Legal Status

The former Sisters of Mercy Convent at Ballymahon is inclu
Architectural Heritage (NIAH), Ref. No. 13316005, where

e National Inventory of
a ‘Regional’ value

rafing.

The building is not listed in the Longford Cou ecord of
Protected Structures (RPS).

Ballymahon town is ated an Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) in the

Longford County D

1.3 Prg

The € s5ts of works to a structure listed in the NIAH, Ref. No.

construction of a new’single-storey community hall, parking and set-down area on the

footprint of the remaining convent garden (Figure 3).

The refurbishment of the unoccupied convent, as outlined in an Architectural
Conservation Assessment prepared by Kenny Lyons (2024), will involve demolition of a 20th
century extension at the building’s north-east corner, and modifications to the internal
layout to repurpose rooms, where removal of some original fabric is proposed. Repair
and/or replacement of all external window and door opes, replacement of a timber

rooflight, repair and/or replacement of components of the main convent roof, damp

3
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proofing at basement level, dry lining of internal rooms and replacement of an existing lift
form part of proposed refurbishment works. Painting the external 19th century convent
walls is also proposed, though there is no evidence the convent was ever externally

painted. Addifional minor demolition works include exterior fire escape stairs and ramps.

EXISTING
ACCESS ROAD
TO CHURCH VIEW—,

ESTATE s
EXISTNG SITE— ./
BOUNDARY WALL '.ll /!
/ EXISTING
ABOVE GROUND
OIL TANKS

EXISTING BUILDING
CONVENT OF MERCY & EXTENSION

[~ SCHOOL ENTRANCE :

ovemean
I ZiscTRCNE

Figure 3 Proposed site masterplan.

1.4 Planning History

A number of planning applications relate to the Sisters of Mercy Convent and its former

grounds, including those relating to the development of the Mercy Secondary School from

the mid-1970s, on land previously forming part of the Convent farm (Refs. 807717; 807718;

9312242). Plans submitted as part of these applications provide detail on the plan and

layout of the convent and its grounds as it existed in the 1980s, including a ground plan
4



Shanarc Archaeology Archaeological Impact Assessment & Building Appraisal
Former Convent of Mercy, Ballymahon, Co. Longford

drawn February 1980 by Robinson Keefe & Devane (Figure 17) in association with an
extension of the school. The plan suggests the original convent graveyard was relocated

to its present position by 1980.

In 1999, the Mercy Sisters applied to and were granted planning permission by Longford
County Council (Ref. 99166) for the retention of an annex extension built in the 1970s
including oratory/chapel, sacristy, dining hall, kitfchen, officers, toilets and ancillary spaces

together with basement link to the existing convent building. The annex extension relates

to the whole of the single-storey building, currently used as the nt House Day Care

& Resource Centre, on the south-west side of the 19th ¢ ry convent building. This

application includes existing plans and elevations of th ared in March 1999

In 2020, planning was granted by Longford C i . ange of

rks and services. This

resodrce centre, and the annex, being of modern design,

hitectural value and its use as a community resource centre

Planning permission was granted by Longford County Council (Ref. 00/825) to demolish an
existing dormitory structure and to construct a development comprising 24 dwelling houses
with all ancillary services to the north-east side of the convent, within former convent
grounds, the present Church View residential estate. This application included plans
prepared in September 2000 by Aidan Bracken Building Design recording the existing
layout of the convent and grounds prior to the estates development in the period 2000-

2004 (Figure 18).
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2. Assessment Methodology

This assessment report is based on a desk-fop study of relevant archaeological,
architectural and cultural heritage sources, supported by an on-site inspection. The
assessment is guided by relevant legislation, standards and guidelines in respect of

archaeology, architecture and cultural heritage, as follows.

2.1 Legislative Protection for Archaeologic chitectural

and Cultural Heritage

Ireland has ratified and/or is guided by several int an conventions,
charters and directives on the protection of cul

¢ International Charter for the Conservation i nts and Sites
(Venice Charter) 1964;

¢ National Mogtments Acts 1930 to 2014;
e Heritage Act 1995;
e Cultural Institutions Act 1997;

* Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1999;

¢ Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended); and

6
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e Historic and Archaeological Heritage and Miscellaneous Act 2023 (enacted and
partially commenced at date of writing, February 2025).

The following standards and guidelines were also consulted as part of this assessment:

¢ Frameworks and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (1999).
Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht & the Islands;

¢ Policy and Guidelines on Archaeological Excavation (1999), Department of Arts,
Heritage, Gaeltacht & the Islands;

* Archaeology & Development: Guidelines for Good Pr Developers (2000),
The Heritage Council;

* Architectural Heritage Protection Guideline Authorities (2011),
Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht &

* Guidelines for Cultural Heritage Imp A : i oad and
Greenway Projects (2024), Transport Infrastre

2.2  Desktop Study

The Record of Mond and Places (RMP) was established under Section 12 of the 1994

National Monumenis” (Amendment) Act. The statutory RMP is a list of archaeological
monuments known to the National Monuments Service (NMS). The RMP is based on the
Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) files housed at the Natfional Monuments Service, with
new sites identified being added to the SMR and then scheduled for inclusion in the
statutory RMP. RMP sites are accorded statutory protection as recorded monuments under

the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014.
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Topographical Files of the National Museum of Ireland

The topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI) are the national archive
of all known antiquities recorded by the NMI. These files relate primarily to artefacts but
also include references to monuments and contain a unique archive of records of previous
excavations. The find-spots of artefacts can be an important indication of the
archaeological potential of an area. Any archaeological object found without a known
owner at the time it was found is protected under National Monument’s legislation and is

deemed to be in the ownership of the State.

Excavations Bulletin and Excavations Datab

descriptions of archaeological excavatig i igafi rts and is updated on a

constant basis.

nt Act 2000 (as amended) and contains lists

ered historic  monuments, recorded monuments,

Architectural Con Areas (to protect and enhance the special character of an

areaq).

The Longford County Development Plan 2021-2027 sets out Longford County Council's
vision and strategy for the proper planning and sustainable management of the County's
heritage. Built and Culture Heritage are addressed in Volume 1, Chapter 11, including
architectural heritage (from Section 11.5) and archaeological heritage (from Section
11.9). Recorded Monuments under Preservation Orders, the Record of Monuments and

Places (RMP), Recorded Monuments in State Ownership, Longford County Architectural
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Conservation Areas (ACAs) and the Record of Protected Structures (RPS) are included as

Appendix 6, Built and Cultural Heritage, of the Plan.

Architectural Heritage is defined in Volume 1 of the plan (Section 11.6, pg. 313) and
“...relates to monuments, groups of buildings and sites, and includes all relevant man-
made structures and features of the landscape in the County...Itisimportant that provision
is made to ensure adequate protection for the built environment in its existing form and

that consideration is given to the sympathetic re-use of historic buildings.” Archaeological

heritage..."includes monuments, sites, and objects on land or u
pg. 322).

ater” (Section 11.9,

Council Policy Objective (CPO) 11.9 aims to:

post-1700 built heri efor the county. Under the provisions of the Architectural Heritage

(National Inventory) @nd Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999, structures
rafed as being of regional or above importance are included in the Minister’s
recommendations to planning authorities for inclusion in their Record of Protected

Structures.
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Cartographic Sources

Information gathered from cartographic sources is fundamental to the identification of
archaeological and architectural heritage sites, including cultural landscapes e.g.
demesne landscapes, which, based on the level of landscape change, are now often
identified from cartographic records alone. The earliest Ordnance Survey maps date to
the late 1830s and early 1840s, but much change has occurred in the use and freatment

of the landscape in the intervening years, particularly during the second half of the 20th

On-site inspectio e opportunity to examine a study area in light of desk-based

research and evidengg. Inspection is essential in determining the nature and extent of any
surviving above-ground built heritage evidence, and in predicting the potential effects of
a proposal on potential below-ground remains or on the visual appreciation, setting and
amenity of recorded monuments and built heritage. A site inspection at the former Sisters
of Mercy Convent af Ballymahon, Co. Longford was conducted by the authors on 05 and
18 February 2025. Both the exterior and the interior of the convent building was accessible

during the inspection, with the exception of the attic space.

10
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3. Receiving Environment

3.1 Archaeological and Historical Background

The placename Ballymahon is anglicised from Baile Ui Mhathdin, translated as the town of
O Mathdin (www.logainm.ie), or ‘Mahon's town’, which developed at a bridging point on
the Inny River. The Reverend Joseph MacGivney (1908, 43) refers to the placename as

MacMahon's town. The placename and seftlement may hay, jeval origins, with a

reference to a castle at Ballymahon in AD 1401 i cellaneous Irish  Annals
(www.logainm.ie). Mahon is understood to be the warrio ond, brother of Brian

Boru, who in 960AD defeated Fergal O Ruairc aft rule on the Inny

town on the north b@nhk of the Inny River. Ballymahon went on in the 18th century to
develop as a thriving market fown, with the Shuldham'’s as landlords, who built a number
of public buildings in the town. The Shuldham connection arose from the marriage of

Molyneux's daughter to the Rev. Samuel Shuldham (ibid).

Ballymahon is described in 1837 by Samuel Lewis, in his A Topographical Dictionary of
Ireland (1837, Vol. 2, 146), as a market and post-tfown containing 1081 inhabitants. Lewis
makes mention of the former castle, stating nothing remains except some arches over

which a dwelling house was erected. Lewis also records the town's association with the
11
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weaving industry, and the nearby presence of The Royal Canal, which opened in 1817
and would have assisted with trade and the economic fortunes of the town. Ballymahon
has a long history of small industry, business and frade, much of which was connected with
its situation on the Inny River, and in addition to a flax/linen industry (in decline by the 1870s)
eel fishing and subsidiary industry was an important element of the town’s economy (Leo
Casey History Group 2013, 11). While still a prosperous town in the early 1870s, there was
also distress and poverty, and this was the situation in 1872 when the Sisters of Mercy first
arrived in Ballymahon (Ballymahon Local History Group 2008, 116). A description of the

town as it looked around 1889 describe thatched houses ali g both sides of a wide,

gravelled Main Street, with cottages standing at the top st) end of the town, at

A branch of the Sisters of Mercy congregation w in Ballymahop'in April 1872
following the arrival of four Sisters from an existing h in Moate at the request of the
Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacno George Michael Conroy

plot of ground pur@ ¥ by the Sisters for £750. The plot was located in part of the town
known as ‘Rappery Hill’, at the top end of the town, occupied at the time by old and
ruinous houses (Ballymahon Local History Group 2008). Part of this plot was later taken for
the construction of the present Saint Matthew’s Catholic Church. The national school, set

back from the Main Street road frontage, opened in September 1878.

The foundation stone for the convent, set well behind the national school, was laid on
March 17th 1880 by Bishop Bartholomew Woodlock (Ballymahon Local History Group
2008). The building of the convent formed part of a late 19th century building programme

12
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carried out by the Catholic Church across the country, with the Order of Mercy building a
number of convents in Longford County during the 1880s and 1890s (Cumming 2010, 79).
The convent was built in Gothic revival style, with gabled breakfront and pointed arched
window openings, having worked limestone detailing. In the same year (1880), the Pension
School inifially established in 1872 was discontinued and all pupils were accommodated

in the national school (Ballymahon Local History Group 2008).

ew from S to SE (front) and SW (side) facades (reproduced in
Local History Group 2008, 18).

the new convent in 1882 (Plate 1). In 1886, a wall was built fo enclose the convent
grounds and nationdl school and the foundation stone of an oratory adjoining the earlier
parish church was laid by Rev. E. Mahon Adm., which was available for mass the following
year (Ballymahon Local History Group 2008). This suggests an early church used by the
Sisters was detached from the Convent and likely abutted the church that preceded Saint
Matthew's Catholic Church. A new wing was added to the Convent in 1895 (ibid), and it

remains unclear to what part of the present Convent this addition relates to.

13
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The following year, 1896, provision was made to accommodate boarders, requiring a new
building for 30 boarders initially. Boarders appear to have been accommodated in the
convent unfil Saint Mary’s Dormitory was constructed, possibly post 1912, as no clear
dormitory is shown on the 25-inch edition Ordnance Survey map that was surveyed that
year; asingle storey range present by 1912 to the north-northeast side of the convent could
have been used as a dormitory at this time. In 1940, Saint Joseph's Dormitory was built for
extra student accommodation, which was added to in 1953. The 20th century boarders
dormitory’s were located both to the immediate rear (north-west side) of the convent and
along the edge of the gardens to the north-east side of the vent, also serving, along

with glasshouses, to delineate the formal convent gard the convent farmland

Plate 2 Aerial photograph of Sisters of Mercy Convent, undated, view from SW also showing detached former
dormitory buildings (reproduced in Ballymahon Local History Group 2008, 42).

14
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AERIAL VIEV ST. MATTHEW'S CHURCH AND CONVENT OF HBRC!, B YMAHON.

|th gardens, dormitory buildings,
e) in wider setting; National
picturearchive.com; Ref. FL-

The increase i i bers requirge sion of addifional classroom

accommodation, i ol, Scoil Naomh Bridge opened in 1923

. The”school was built to a design by Ralph Henry Byrne
Athlone contractor (Ballymahon Local History Group 2008).
The school occupi€d a g@od position in the convent grounds beside the public road, on
the same side of th&¥ead and fo the north of the earlier national school buildings. This
school has in recent years been demolished, with a single, derelict school building

remaining opposite the convent on the north side of local road L11281, Church View.

Around the same time as work began on The Sacred Heart Convent National School, the
congregation at Ballymahon were considering the provision of a new chapel at the

convent. A sketch plan drawn by the Mother Superior, dated 1937, titled ‘Plan of 1st floor,

! Designs dated 1937 held at the Irish Architectural Archive under W.H. Byrne & Son drawings collection,
ACC 2006/142.

15



Shanarc Archaeology Archaeological Impact Assessment & Building Appraisal
Former Convent of Mercy, Ballymahon, Co. Longford

Convent of Mercy, Ballymahon' is held at the Irish Architectural Archive in the W.H. Byrne
& Son drawings collection, Ref. ACC 2006/142 (while labelled as the first floor, the sketch
appears to be of the ground floor) (Figure 4). The proposal in the sketch, which depicts a
new chapel attached to the north-east corner of the convent, was never built, but the
sketch provides additional detail on the use of convent rooms on the ground floor at the
time, including a refectory between a stairwell and temporary toilet. It also notes what are

possible ‘unfinished gables’ in the north-east corner.

Kaleh e

Slaves

J
| o

pn» % 7L //'or- ["n/u./ or /70/7/, Bﬂ//)//»@/nﬂ-. .

L4
d floor of the convent in 1937 (Source: Irish Architectural Archive, Ref.
Acc.2006/142).

Figure 4

The Sisters of M ondary school became co-educational in 1959, requiring
additional classroomgito cater for the increased number of pupils, and a new hall, Saint
Anne's Hall, built by Banagher Tiles Ltd., was provided between the convent and the early
National Schools. Saint Anne’'s Hall was partitioned into three classrooms during the day
and also doubled as a recreation and study hall. The co-educational secondary school
premises consisted of Saint Anne’s Hall, Saint Cecilia’s, with some classes taught in the
convent. As numbers increased, the Dean Egan Library was used, as was the Parochial
House (known as ‘the Bishops house’), later demolished to make a new entrance to the

present Mercy Secondary School.
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In June 1972, renovations and extensions were begun at the convent, with digging of the
foundation for a ground level chapel annex on the south-west elevation (Ballymahon
Local History Group 2008). Extended accommodation for boarders including new dining
room and some dormifory renovatfion was carried out in the same year. Mass was
celebrated in the new chapel annex in 1974. Work on a new secondary school
commenced in 1975, at its current location, which opened the following year, with further
extensions in in 1983 and in 1993/1994. The new secondary school stands in fields once

forming part of the farm lands attached to the convent.

The boarding school in Ballymahon closed in June 1992. Th nvent went up for sale in

on Main Street. Since that time, the former

different parties (Plate 4).

Plate 4 Sisters of Mercy Convent, undated, view from E into gardens, prior to subdivision of grounds
(reproduced in Ballymahon Local History Group 2008, 124).
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3.2 Cartographic Evidence

Analysis of historic mapping shows how landscapes and buildings evolve, and relevant

extracts are presented from the following historic maps:

¢ Down Survey County Longford map, 1656-58 (Figure 5);
e Down Survey ‘Rathline’ Barony map, 1656-58 (Figure 6);

e Taylor and Skinner’s Maps of the Roads of Ireland, 1777 (Figure 7);

‘¥
Figure 5 Extract /Om Down Survey County Longford map, 1656-58 (www.downsurvey.tcd.ie).

Sir William Petty’s 1656-58 Down Survey map of County Longford (Figure 5) records a tower
house type castle and a bridge crossing at ‘B. maha’ (Ballymahon). Two dotted routeways
are recorded, one from the north-west, the highway to Longford, heading to ‘B .Moleire’
(Ballymulvey), with a branch toward the bridge, the main route to the bridge being from

the west, via settflements at Castlecar (Castlecore), Shrewr (Shrule) and beyond.
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Figure 6 Extract from Down Survey ‘Rathline’ baro

The ‘Rathline’ barony map (Figure 6), recording S@mewhat more detail, shows the

ed by ‘Ballymahan Bridge’.

The property purc 2afby the Sisters of Mercy at the north-west end of the town likely

had buildings on thestreet frontage at this fime.
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Figure 7 Extract from Taylor & Skinners M& , mate location of proposed
development site (Cirgge y

Longford’s Grand 4@ Sprepared by Williom Edgeworth (1813) and published in 4

includes Bg i ords buildings with distinct rear plots aligning

both sig north of the Inny River, with a road to Ballymulvy and

the town.
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depicted to the th sidgtof the enclosed land backing the houses on the street front.
The Chapel is sho iftyyadditional buildings fo its rear, along with a large formal garden,

possibly associated with the (now demolished) Parochial House.
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first map to re ent’ and its ground, and in some detail (Figure 10). The whole
of the 19th cen

convent is recorded in plan, with access steps to entrances on the
south-east (front) a duth-west (side) elevations. An enclosed, linear space aligned on
the south-west (sidef elevation represents a sunken, open passage that provided light to

the basement level.

The first ‘Convent School’, dating from 1878, is shown to the south-west of the convent
grounds, next to ‘St. Matthew’s R. C. Church’. A range of small, atfached buildings is also
shown on the north-east side of the grounds, on the edge of the formal convent garden.

The garden is laid out with a large number of plots partitioned by paths.
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Figure 10 Extract from 25-inch edition OS map, published 1913

development site (in red) (TailtgEi i S No. CYAL50392781).

Figure 11 Extract from last historic 6-inch OS map, published 1914, showing approximate location of proposed

development site (in red) (Tailte Eireann Surveying Licence No. CYAL50392781).
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Notably, a small, enclosed rectangular convent ‘Grave Yard' is surveyed outside the east
corner of the garden. This is not the present position of the convent graveyard. The
graveyard was moved from its original position at some point later in the 20th century,
when existing burials were presumably exhumed and reinterred. An historic aerial
photograph, dated to c. 1967 (Plate 3), shows the original graveyard with a number of
white crosses. The graveyard had been relocated by 1980, suggesting it was moved as
part of the provision of the present entrance to the Mercy Secondary School. Steps on the

rear boundary wall at ‘St. Matthew’s R. C. Church’ record a ditect link between the

convent grounds and the Catholic Church. Three buildings sh to the north-west of the

convent school, off the Main Street, are earlier buildings, t emains of the buildings
that existed at the north-west extent of the tfown and rec@kded o eworth’s 1814 map

and on the 1837 first edition é-inch Ordnance Surv.

The last historic 6-inch OS map was publishe i ,asimi to the 25-

e historicfiown at Ballymahon, RMP LF027-003006- (Figure 12). Such zones
do not define the'e tent of archaeological monuments but rather are intended to
identify them for the pUrposes of noftification under Section 12 of the National Monuments
Act 1930 (as amended). These zones give an indication that archaeological

considerations may be an important aspect in any development proposed in such zones.

No recorded sub-elements of the historic town are located within 500m of the former
convent, which were focussed closer to the banks of the Inny River, and include a church
(LFO27-003001-) and graveyard (LF027-003002-), a castle site (LF027-003004-), a water mill
site (LFO27-003005-) and a bridge (LF027-003003-) on the river crossing. The extent of the

‘Zone of Notification’ north-westwards on Main Street relates to a potential for uncovering
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early houses at the town, the mid-17th century Civil Survey describing the presence of
dispersed chimney houses and Irish creats. The reference to chimney houses relates to
more substantial timber frame or possibly stone built houses, while the creats were small,
oval, often windowless, single roomed dwellings possibly built of post and wafttle or sod

walls.

The nearest monument to the former Convent of Mercy is a ringfort, LF027-002----, which

predates the historic town. This monument, an early medieval (5th to 12th century AD)

semi-defended farmstead, annotated as a ‘Fort’ on the first n 6-inch Ordnance

Survey map, is situated for the most part on playing pitc o the rear of the Mercy

the proposed development site to the recorded

by ared dotf on Figure 12).
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Figure 12 Location of proposed development site (outlined in red) in relation to Recorded Monuments (red dots)
and Zones of Archaeological Notification (shaded pink) (Tailte Eireann Surveying Licence No. CYAL50392781).
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Table 1 Recorded monuments in Ballymahon townland.

SMR/RMP No. Class Townland Irish Grid Proximity to
Reference (E,N) | Development
Site (m)
LFO27-002---- Ringfort - rath Ballymahon | 415612, 757676 | 240m
LF027-003001- Church Ballymahon | 615731, 756992 520m
LF027-003002- Graveyard Ballymahon | 615741, 756996 520m
LF027-003003- Bridge Ballymahon | 615766, 756903 é65mercyOm
LF027-003004- Castle - Unclassified Ballymahon | Unknown Unlocated
LFO27-003005- Water mill - Unclassified Ballymahon Unlocated
LF027-003006- Historic town Ballymahon Om

3.3.3 National Museum of Ireland’s Topogr

All archaeologice Ytion carried out to date at Ballymahon has been o the south-

east end of the histo own, to either side of the Inny River.

In 1999, test excavation was carried out at a development site on the north bank of the
Inny River, on the east side of the main street adjacent to church LF027-003001- and
graveyard LF027-003002-, at the location of two mill buildings. Carried out under licence
99E0441, the backfiled remains of a mill-race associated with the upstanding mill was
uncovered (Excavations Bulletin No. 1995:539). No evidence of earlier archaeological

activity was found.
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In 2005, an anomaly in a field known locally as the Fair Green was tested by Moore
Archaeological & Environmental Services Ltd. under licence 05E0062 in advance of a
housing development (O Donnchadha 2005). The site is to the south-west side of the town,
on the north bank of the Inny River, to the rear of houses on the street frontage. The
investigation exposed finds that dated from the late 18th century onwards (pottery shards,
glass and fragments of red brick), and possible evidence for a horse showing or lunging
ring where horses were displayed when the field was used for fairs/markets (to 1973). This

site was subject to archaeological monitoring during constggction. Nothing of an

archaeological nature was identified (Doherty & Doherty 200

the Inny River (LF027-003003-), installed on both the{R8 . aeology was

found.

3.4.1 Recorda gt cted Structures

A Protected Structure is defined in the Longford County Development Plan 2021-2027,
Volume 1 (pg. 315) as:

“...a structure that the local authority considers to be of special interest from an

architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical

point of view. The protection afforded to structures on the Record of Profected

Structures (RPS) applies to all parts of a given structure, including: the interior; the land

lying within its curtilage (the area of land attached to or associated with a building
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and usually forming one enclosure with it); any other structures in that curfilage;
specified features in attendant grounds, and; all fixtures and fittings forming part of

the interior of a Protected Structure or of any structure within the curtilage”.

The Record of Protected Structures (RPS) for Ballymahon is included in Appendix 6 of the
Plan. The former Sisters of Mercy Convent is not included on the RPS, nor are any surviving

buildings or structures of its former attendant grounds.

Two buildings are listed in the RPS within 100m of the former conyent, the former Dean

Egan Library (RPS No. 103) and a former school, Scoil Naisunt omh Colmcille (RPS No.

255), which are both situated on the opposite side of Mai Figure 13).

Mercy.
Secondary
: School
Ballymahon
Oy BALLYMAHON
.’._.
255 )
%
@ /‘7(‘
103 7,
o, 1
100 . 2
o
107 Z

Figure 13 Extract from Longford County Development Plan 2021 — 2027, Appendix 6, map titled ‘Ballymahon
Record of Protected Structures’, proposed development site is outlined in red (Source:
https://www.longfordcoco.ie).
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3.4.2 Architectural Conservation Area

A Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) is defined in the Longford County Development
Plan 2021-2027, Volume 1 (pg. 318) as:

“...a place, an area, or a group of structures or townscape that is of special
architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical

interest or value; or it contributes to the appreciation of Protected Structures...”.

There is no ACA designation in Ballymahon.

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage ildi survey results

are available online via www.buildingsofirel

The former Sisters of Mercy Convent at Ballymaho ncluded in the NIAH, Reg. No.

13316005. It is listed as being of arch ial special interest, and has

been assessed as being of regional signi

The building is described in the NIAH as a:

and corbelled eaV ourses. Lined-and-ruled rendered walls over projecting plinth
with moulded cut sfone detailing. Round-headed niche to first floor central bay having
frefoil-headed canopy with spired roof and containing statue on cut limestone plinth,
the latter a continuation of the adjoining limestone sills and supported by a marble
column and console bracket. Pointed arch openings fo attic storey of gable-fronts,
containing sheet metal vents. Pointed arch window openings to first floor having tooled
limestone sills and replacement windows. Segmental-headed windows fo ground floor

with tooled cut limestone sills and replacement windows. Pointed arch door opening to
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central breakfront having square-headed doorway with timber panelled door, cut
stone surround, plain overlight and flanking pointed arch sidelights with cut stone
surrounds. Doorway approached by flight of cut limestone steps. Set back from road in
extensive grounds fo the northwest end of Ballymahon with garden to south and
southeast of site, with cast-iron railings and pedestrian gate leading to St. Matthew's
Roman Catholic church (13316007). Modern school buildings to site. Convent

graveyard to the northeast”.

The NIAH has appraised the building as being a:

“...substantial and well-proportioned late nineteenth-ce nvent [that] retains its

complex, also included : . 3316006, as is Saint Matthew's Roman

Catholic . No. 38 L ). The convent, national school complex
and Cg i r of an interconnected and related group of structures,
ea

The NIAH sur drd took place in 2005-6, and from photographs taken by the
NIAH at this time; g at www.buildingsofireland.ie, some changes have occurred to

the building and its nds in the intervening 20 years. Notably, ground floor windows
have been boarded, the reduced garden has not been maintained in similar fashion, and
minor structural alteratfions have been made to the rear basement level entrance (Plate
5); a flat-roofed porch was removed and replaced, attached outbuildings next to the
porch were altered and the present configuration of ramp, retaining wall and railings

added.
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Figure 14 Location of proposed development $ i red) in rela 0 buildings included in the
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage ¢ ailte Eiregfin Surveying Licence No.

A

Plate 5 Rear basement level access in c¢. 2005-6 as recorded in the NIAH (Source: www.buildingsofireland.ie).
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4,  Site Inspection and Building Appraisal

The former Sisters of Mercy Convent was visited on 5 and 13 February 2025 to inspect the
site and its sefting, to consider potential archaeological effects, to conduct a built
heritage appraisal of the historic convent building, and to record the extant remains and

related features of the convent and its present curtilage.

4.1 The Site and Setting

The ‘site’ is defined by the former Sisters of Mercy Cony, rising the original late
present curtilage or grounds held by Longford Cg i . The buildings
stand to the NW side of the present grounds, i
=ss, Yarking ared and curved

mnal garden, now largely under

Figure 15 Location of proposed development site (outlined in red) on Google Earth imagery dated ‘4/25/2021-
newer’ (Source: earth.google.com).
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The ground level at the site varies, with the asphalt forecourt at the front (SE) elevation
sitting higher than basement level at the NE and NW elevations. The forecourt may be
arfificially raised and levelled, as the general trend is gently sloping from the rear N yard to
the basement, and from the forecourt fo the site boundary at the E and SE sides (Plate 8).
The NE end of the forecourt is retained by a concrete capped stone wall, which is
obscured by overgrown garden plants; an overgrown garden path runs from basement
level around the base of the wall (Plate 10). Access from the front forecourt area at the

NE end is provided by concrete steps on an earthen bank with added central hand-rail

(Plate 11).

Mature evergreen frees and shrubs on the SE boundary remains of the former
convent gardens. The SE boundary, comprising partl I and partly high
metal fencing post-dates 1999. The original SE as stone built
and pre-dated the convent, being part was likely
demolished to make way for the present entran ercy Secondary School.
Remnant garden frees and shrubseare also presen frally along the modern NE

boundary, a concrete block wall defi e Church View residential

estate.

a vehicle enfrance ear of the convent and pedestrian entry to the Convent House

Day Care & Resourcg’Centre occupying the later 20th century annex (Plate 6). A surviving
connection with the adjacent Saint Matthew’s Catholic Church is represented by cut
stone steps with side walls accessing a metal pedestrian gate in the rear stone wall of the

church grounds (Plate 12).
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4.2 External Description

The 19th century convent consists of three main ranges, (1) a front range facing SE oriented
NW-SW, (2) backed by a rear range of similar orientation, both having pitched slated roofs
and brick chimneystacks on ridgelines, and (3) a long range on the SW side oriented NW-
SE, also with a pitched slated roof and brick chimneystacks on the ridgeline. Overhanging
eaves have black painted ftimber fascia boards and corbels. A flat-roofed, later 20th
century extension (post 1937, undated) was added as an infill strugture to the NE corner of

the convent, and a larger annex was added abutting the lon range during the 1970s,

which incorporated a pre-existing open basement level fo create an enlarged

Accessible rainwater goods, namely downpi be plastic

textured glass. Lard egmental headed ground floor windows, now boarded, have

replacement aluminfUm frames. First floor, pointed arched window opes have replaced
aluminium frames. A central, first floor, round headed niche above the enfrance has a
trefoil and pendant decorated canopy with pointed roof, containing a statue on a cut
limestone base at sill level, on a marble column with capital supported on a console
bracket. The aftic storey has pointed arched opes with ventilated infills. Exposed worked
limestone decorates the base of roof pitches, with carved brackets carrying projecting
stone coping above gables. Metal ventilation grills and metal and glass lightwell covers at

the foot of the facade provide light to basement level windows.
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4.2.2 Side (NE) elevation

The NE side elevation (Plate 14) is a three-bay, two storey facade over an exposed
basement, with two later fire escape stairs added. Ground floor and first floor window opes
are identical to the front facade, having replacement aluminium frames. The north
window ope to both floors have been modified, to provide door opes, having later doors,
to the fire escape stairs (Plate 15). The ground floor fire escape is a mass concrete and

concrete block structure providing cover to aslightly lower basement level square headed

door ope that is likely a modified square headed window e basement level

windows are square headed and boarded. A concrete lin tangular sunken feature

dow being smaller and at slightly higher level

t apd ground floor level), all with barred 2 over 2 light

replacement alum ames, with distinctly different window opes above the basement

entrance marking the position of the internal stairwell (Plate 18). The ground floor window
is a smaller segmental headed ope with two timber sliding sash windows. The uppermost
window is a fripartite pointed arched ope with worked limestone surrounds and timber
sliding sash windows with textured glass. Of interest is the finish to the worked stone surround
in the angle with the long SW range; part of the worked stone appears to be covered, and

could suggest the window pre-dates the north end of the SW range.
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4.2.4 Rear (NE facing) elevation

The rear NE facing elevation (Plate 19) forms part of the long SW range of the convent,
comprising a 19th century, three-bay, two-storey over basement elevation, with a modern
outbuilding (boiler room) abutting the facade at basement level. The fenestration or
window arrangement is less symmetrical than other facades, with bays positioned closer,
and the north end of the facade lacking opes. A single basement window ope is
segmental headed, barred and boarded from the interior. At ground floor level windows

are also barred, with a distinctly different square headed win with straight sided

reveals and possible concrete sill positioned above the ent entrance, having a
indow. Two narrow,

PVC frames. First

obscures the whole the basement level, and all but a single, boarded, segmental
headed ground floor window ope with replacement aluminium frame at the S end. Historic
photos of the convent show that all ground floor windows were segmental headed; a side
enfrance door, accessed by a flight of steps, was also segmental headed, providing
access to an internal corridor oriented NE-SW that runs the length of the front range. First
floor, pointed arched window opes have replaced aluminium frames, with a tripartite
pointed arched ope with worked limestone surround at first floor (above the former side

door) marking the position of an internal corridor at first floor level.
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4.2.7 Convent House Day Care & Resource Centre Extension

The Convent House Day Care & Resource Centre operates from an annex on the south-
west side of the 19th century convent. This extension was built initially as a ground level,
with part basement, single-storey nuns oratory, with alter, offices, sacristy, shower and
toilets, dining hall and kitchen (Figure 16). The extension is of concrete block cavity or
concrete block walls with an exterior dry-dash finish and concrete floor. The former oratory

is now used as a dining room and kitchen as part of the current Dgy Care operation.

4.3 Interior Description

The interior of the 19th century convent remains lar

The basement was dccessed via the stairwell positioned at the SW end of the rear NE-SW
oriented range, where the current 21st century entrance, which widened the original door
ope, incorporates an original blocked-up window ope with timber sliding sash window. The
timber staircase is understood to be original, having white painted carved newel post and
balusters and red painted handrail over three flights with landings (Plate 22). The basement
level has a long NE-SW oriented corridor, with a modern staircase to the 1970s annex at

the SW end (currently blocked) and modern timber fire escape door at NE end (Plate 23).
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The basement level rooms in the NW end of the long SW range (to NW side of central
corridor) have flagstone floors, and appear to have mortared brick internal walls above
stone foundations (at a minimum, mortared red brick surrounds opes). The rooms
incorporate a lift shaft with arched door ope and deep reveal; a laundry room with
exposed fimber joists on brick corbels (Plate 25) with stone floor above, original window
opes with timber sash window frames to the NE (Plate 24) and SW elevations (with modified
embrasures), and a modified window ope forming a door to the basement level of the

1970s annex (Plate 26); a corridor with original window ope havin timber lined splayed

embrasure and timber sliding sash window; and two store roo ith exposed joists, timber

batten doors and original window opes with timber slidi windows and timber

form the extended basement to the 1970s anne ing the lift shaft
(Plate 28).

or lightwell covers at external ground level. Window opes in
the NW externd the rear range (Plate 34), and in the NE external elevation of
the front range hdveleriginal fimber sliding sash windows. The 19th century room of the
rear range has two iphill cupboards to either side of a blocked chimney breast on the SW

wall; a dog-leg partition (possible concrete block) forms the NE wall.

4.3.2 Ground Floor

The ground floor rooms in the NW end of the long SW range (to NW side of central corridor)
have been subject to internal layout changes, with modification to some original opes on

the SW external elevation, as a consequence of refurbishment during construction of the
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1970s annex. The ground floor was accessed from the rear, via the 1970s annex, where a
short corridor connects to the 19th century convent via a modified ope in the original SW
external elevation. Three segmental headed window opes in the SW elevation, opening
onto an open yard in the annex, have replacement PVC windows (Plate 36). One original
window ope in the annex kitchen is boarded; a second has been modified as a door from
the annex to the 19th century SW range; and the external wall has been painted (Plate
37). The door enters an earlier kitchen modified with a stud and plasterboard partition wall
(Plate 38) and possible later door ope intervention into the stairwell. Additional partition

laydut (Plate 39).

walls fo the NW end of the earlier kitchen modifies an earlier r.

The original side entrance door at the SW end of the mai idor, providing access
between the 1970s annex and 19th century convent imber door (Plate
40). Toward the NE end of the corridor, a square d timber door
with flanking panels and an arched fram and

delineates a former temporary office at the NE en cortidor (Figure“4; Plate 41). A

orridor retains original fimber

has a marble firepl@€e mantle with checkerboard tiled surround and hearth, square
headed door opes with timber 4-panelled doors, one original window embrasure with
fimber shutters and replacement aluminium frame on the SE elevatfion and cornice
moulding and panel to walls (Plate 46). The main entry hall has original timber features to
the front door and flanking side lights (timber sash windows with fimber shutters and
textured glass; Plate 47) and a separate wide segmental arched original timber door
screen between the hall and main corridor (Plate 48). A small room to the NE side of the

hall, once used as a library (Figure 4) has a square headed door ope with timber 4-
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panelled door, one original window embrasure with timber shutters and replacement
aluminium frame on the SE elevation, cornice moulding and dado rail height wall
mounding incorporating a square headed moulded surround (Plate 49). A former
community room (Figure 4) at the NE end of the range has a timber floor, square headed
door ope with timber 4-panelled door, three original window embrasures with fimber
shutters and replacement aluminium frames on the NE and SE external elevations and
cornice moulding and panel to walls (Plate 50); a cast iron fireplace mantle with fireplace

hood, decorated cheek tiles and tiled hearth is positioned on the iaternal SW wall (related

grate currently sitting centrally in the room) (Plate 51); a bloc door ope info the room

on the NW wall is evident on the wall face in the main corg

The ground floor in the rear range is a single large s former refectory

room (Figure 4) opened out through the 19th ¢ ry NE gable into th h century infill

extension af the NE corner of the convent. It e square headed doo s, two with

do

. Two door

timber 4-panelled doors, one smaller sized with a fl pes in the SW

wall access the stairwell, to either si y breast (Plate 52). The room

the rear range (Plate” 54). Access from the landing at ground floor level was via a
segmental arched ope across the full width of the stairwell, currently blocked with painted
plasterboard (Plate 55). A square headed tripartite window on the NW elevation of the
rear range lights the first floor landing, having original timber elements including timber
tracery on spandrels and above pointed arches, timber sliding sash windows and textured
glass (Plate 56). A timber and glass screen in a segmental ached ope across the full width
of the stairwell provides access to the first floor corridor of the front range (Plate 57). A

modified door ope also accesses the long SW range off the landing; a square headed
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door ope has been inserted, with jambs off-line, info an earlier arched door ope on the NE
facing elevation of the long SW range (Plate 58). The original arched ope embrasure is

visible on the opposite side of the wall, from a corridor in the SW range.

4.3.4 First Floor

The first floor rooms in the NW end of the long SW range (to NW side of central corridor)

have been subject to internal layout changes, a stud and plasterboard partition with

reinforced glass extending to the rear of the liftf shaft providin idor to foilets at the

NW end of the range (Plate 59). Window embrasures on th rmal NE facing wall have

to a disabled toilef.

The lift shaft @ idor has an adjacent square headed door

is exposed in place
and at the NE end,

ding on the SE wall neat the tripartite window (Plates 63 and 64)
ere there is an aluminium framed fire escape door inserted into a
former window ope (Plate 65). A rectangular, pitched timber rooflight is positioned roughly
cenftrally along the corridor, having an ope into the attic on the SE side and a latched

door accessing the external roof valley on the NW side (Plate 66).

The first floor rooms to the front range are symmetrical, comprising large room in the SW
corner with three window embrasures with original fimber shutters and existing chipboard
lining on the external SW and SE facing elevations. A chimney breast and a cast iron

fireplace mantle and surround with grate are positioned on the internal NW wall (Plate 67),
41



Shanarc Archaeology Archaeological Impact Assessment & Building Appraisal
Former Convent of Mercy, Ballymahon, Co. Longford

with possible hand-painted earlier wallpaper exposed beneath textured white wallpaper
on the internal NE wall next to a scar of a possible former internal room division (Plate 68).
Dado rail to all walls. Three smaller rooms positioned centrally in the front range have been
opened to create a single larger room by the removal of internal walls; projecting stubs of
the original dividing walls remain on the external SE elevation and internal NW wall and
across the ceiling (Plate 69). The room has four window embrasures with original timber

shutters in the SE (front) elevation, dado rail to all walls, evidence of existing chipboard

lining to walls and textured white wallpaper. A blocked original door ope to the middle
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5. Impact Statement and Recommendations

5.1 Archaeological Impact

The former Sisters of Mercy Convent relates to late 19th century development at the north-
west of the historic town at Ballymahon, RMP LF027-003006-, in an area next to the original

18th century catholic church. The site is partly situated in the ‘Zone of Nofification’

associated with the historic town, on town land that containe front houses dating

from aft least the 18th century, in an area known as ‘Rapp .. Street front houses may

also have existed at ‘Rappery Hill' in 17th century; the mi Civil Survey records

entrance to the Me scondary School. These works also likely removed an earlier stone
garden wall that fermed the original south-east boundary of the convent grounds,
potential tfrances of which could survive to the east corner and south-east boundary of

the proposed development site.

5.2 Built Heritage Impact

The development proposal directly impacts a heritage building listed in the NIAH, Ref. No.
13316005, with a ‘Regional’ value rating.
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The 19th century Sisters of Mercy Convent building is largely unaltered since it was vacated
by the Sisters of Mercy in 1999, and retains much of its external and internal character,
which comes from its pafina of age and it obvious use as a convent. The convent’s original
curtilage and setfting has been more greatly affected, resulting from the sub-division of the
convent grounds following its sale in 1999. The development of the Church View residential
estate resulted in significant impact to the curtilage, as dormitory buildings and much of
the gardens sfill survived at this time. The building has also been disconnected from

associated elements of its curtilage, in particular the conventggraveyard now in the

grounds of the Mercy Secondary School. Though no longer ¢ ected with the convent,
the 1878 and 1923 National School buildings and Saint A

the original curtilage to the Main Street side of the curm The former link with

| survive as elements of

Saint Matthew's Catholic Church is retained in physi eps and access

Externally, the development proposal willimpact w ins of the once More extensive

gardens, resulting from the provision @ a community h he east corner of the grounds

functional fo the co , and is not of high value in its own right.

There is no evidence to indicate the convent was painted externally, and any proposal for
painting the external facades of the convent will directly and negatively impact the
building’s character. New interventions in the NW gable are proposed to provide
additional window opes, and an original wall extending (SW) from the NW gable under
the pebble-dashed 1970s annex may be directly impacted by demolition of the annex.
This wall enclosed the end of an open basement level passage on the SW range, providing

light o the basement and, subject to construction feasibility, it may be possible fo retain

44



Shanarc Archaeology Archaeological Impact Assessment & Building Appraisal
Former Convent of Mercy, Ballymahon, Co. Longford

and reuse the wall for its original purpose. Despite much replacement of window frames
throughout the building, original timber sliding sash windows survive, especially at
basement level, at the front ground floor entrance and at the stairwell. Removal of original

window fabric will directly and negatively impact the building’s character.

Internally, the 19th century buildings contains most of its original fabric, including in floor
arrangements (joists, floorboards, stone paving) and in the roof space, as well as fireplaces

(of which cast iron examples may be original), original fimberwork fo window embrasures,

timber panelled doors throughout ground floor level, and evi of early wallpaper.

There is also much evidence of 20th century refurbishments, arlier opes in the building

are blocked and/or hidden. Removal of original internall irectly and negatively
impact the building’s internal character. The propos bric to repurpose
rooms or create new opes will also result in the r | 19th century
walll fabric — which began in particular with t ittle in the

way of surviving internal chattels associated with t Ings*use as a cénvent; a food

iving chattel and should be

olution of the convent, and to record any

associated with the upstanding fabric. Buildings

elevation can be @fded through archaeological monitoring prior to removal or

intervention.

5.4 Built Heritage Recommendations

The refurbishment of the 19th century convent should be based on built heritage best
practice, on the principals of minimal intervention, compatibility and reversibility to
maintain the buildings external and internal character. Original fabric should be retained

and repaired in the first instance, with replacement as a last resort. Existing opes, including
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currently blocked opes or previously modified opes, should be considered in the first
instance in terms of building circulation, minimising new opes through original fabric. Fabric

includes evidence of early wallpaper, which should be retained.

Works should be identified and carried out in consultation with a conservation architect,
and all modifications and new intervention should be recorded and reported on by an
appropriately qualified built heritage professional or buildings archaeologist. Wall fabric

removed, or any wall intervention, should be monitored to confirm construction material

and relationship to the original building. Any reporting produc onnection with the

development proposal, including existing floor and elevatio ns, should be lodged with

the Irish Architectural Archive as a publicly accessible re

mixer associated wi be retained internally.
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7. Figures

DINING HALL
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to convent’s south-west elevation, surveyed March 1999
(Source: www.eplanning.ie/LongfordCC, Ref. 99166).
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Figure 17 Site plan of convent and grounds, drawn February 1980 by Robinson Keefe & Devane (Source: www.eplanning.ie/LongfordCC, Ref. 807717).
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Figure 18 Site plan of convent and grounds, drawn September 2000 by Aidan Bracken Building Design (Source: www.eplanning.ie/LongfordCC, Ref. 00825).
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8. Plates
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Plate 6 Site entrance from local road L11281; vie PSS mode gle-storey annex to SW elevation of

convent 02.2025).

Plate 7 View NE on internal access of modern single-storey annex with convent in background (05.02.2025).
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Plate 8 View E across asphalt forecourt and g area to sloping gN@R on the E and SE sides of convent

i

Plate 9 View W from E corner of site across sloping garden on the E and SE sides of convent, with surviving
statue (in centre and in inset) (05.02.2025).
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Plate 10 Steps from front forecourt to baseme gl on NE side of co \ covered opening at base of steps;
Saint Matthew’s CathoNE'€ R in background P25).

Plate 11 Overgrown garden plants obscuring concrete capped stone retaining wall at NE end of front forecourt
(05.02.2025).
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Plate 12 Cut stone steps with side walls fr y i Matthew’s Catholic Church
80

Plate 13 Front (SE) elevation of convent (05.02.2025).
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Plate 14 NE elevation of nt with fire escape (05.02.2025).

Plate 15 NE elevation of convent with 20th century addition to N corner; fire escape stairs from modified
window opes (05.02.2025).
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Plate 16 NW rear elevation of convent with 20t it o left of image (05.02.2025).

Plate 17 Close up of basement level timber sliding sash window on NW rear elevation of convent (05.02.2025).

57



Shanarc Archaeology Archaeological Impact Assessment & Building Appraisal
Former Convent of Mercy, Ballymahon, Co. Longford

Plate 19 Rear NW and NE facing elevations of convent with basement access at centre image (05.02.2025).
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low ope; paiged wall at base continuing outside image
original to convent (05.02.2025).

Plate 21 Modern single-storey annex abutting SW elevation of convent (05.02.2025).
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Basement Level

af timber staffase (18.02.2025).

7

Plate 23 Blocked timber fire escape door at NE end of central corridor at basement level (18.02.2025).
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Plate 24 Blocked basement level windo vith original timber A window frame (18.02.2025).

\ N

Plate 25 Original timber joists supported on brick corbels at basement level (18.02.2025).
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Plate 26 Sample modified windguaaoe on SW elevati ' 3 I Pasemen

- 1970s anneXq@L8.02.2025).

yaccessing extended basement level to

Plate 27 Basement level storeroom at NW end of SW range with original window ope and modified ope at door
in original SW elevation; exposed joists above (18.02.2025).
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Plate 28 Basement level drying room in 1970 ensi i g€ in original SW elevation

Plate 29 Infill cupboard in basement level corridor (SE wall) marking location of former segmental arched door
ope (18.02.2025).
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Plate 31 Basement level changing room at SW corner of front range with original splayed window embrasures in
external walls (18.02.2025).
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Plate 32 Original window embrasure and timber gent level gggfrator room positioned centrally
in front r3 3

Plate 33 Non-fixed chattel (food mixer) in generator room positioned centrally in front range (18.02.2025).
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Plate 34 Basement room to SW end of rear rggge with original wind¥ pes and timber sash windows in NW
(18.02.2025).

Plate 35 Basement level changing room to NE corner of front range with original window opes and timber sash
windows in NE elevation; former room partitions demolished (18.02.2025).
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Ground Floor Level

Plate 36 Segmental headed ground floor windd i S elevation overlooking annex

Plate 37 Ground floor annex kitchen with peeling paint on original SW external elevation and modified window
ope at doorway (18.02.2025).
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Plate 38 Earlier kitchen in SW range ground floor looing to partitio with doorway; square headed window
on NE facind\s

Plate 39 Ground floor corridor to NW corner of SW range with partition wall to right and original window opes
with timber shutters to SW elevation to left (18.02.2025).
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Plate 40 Original door ope at side entrance tgconvent on SW eleva ooking NE from annex (18.02.2025).

ST T e

Plate 41 Original door internal to corridor to NE end, looking NE in corridor (18.02.2025).
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ginal timberg®rk internal to embrasure (18.02.2025).

Plate 42 PVC fire escape atg

-

-

Plate 43 Blocked access to stairwell from main ground floor corridor (18.02.2025).
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Plate 45 Fireplace with decorative hearth tiles in NE internal wall of parlour to SW end of front range
(18.02.2025).
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Plate 46 Small front parlour to SW side of¥ggont hall with timber 2g@neled door, fireplace and original
embrasure (18.02.28

Plate 47 Interior view of original front entry door and sidelights with original timber windows from hall
(18.02.2025).
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Plate 48 Interior wide arched original d§@g and frame between gnd main corridor (18.02.2025).

Plate 49 Small front library to NE side of front hall with original shuttered window embrasure and wall
moulding (18.02.2025).
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Plate 50 Community room at NE end of fron

ed window embrasures, replacement
aluminium window y

Plate 51 Community room at NE end of front range with fireplace and timber 4-pannelled door (18.02.2025).
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Plate 52 Former refectory room in rear ngge (view toward stai with original shuttered window
embrasures and replacement aluminiu dow frames on N nal elevation (18.02.2025).

Plate 53 View NE from former refectory room to 20th century infill at NE corner of convent; original gable wall
knocked through into extension (18.02.2025).
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Stairwell

Plate 54 Small window in NW elevation of rear r&&8 g stairwell fro g basement level (18.02.2025).

\ N

Plate 55 Stairwell landing at ground floor level showing blocked wide segmental arched ope (18.02.2025).
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Plate 56 Tripartite windoy evati ighti Mirwell at first floor level with original

Plate 57 Stairwell landing at first floor level showing wide segmental arched ope to first floor in front range
(18.02.2025).

77



Shanarc Archaeology Archaeological Impact Assessment & Building Appraisal
Former Convent of Mercy, Ballymahon, Co. Longford

Plate 58 Modified door ope in NE facing elevatioghs \W range at fir tirwell landing (18.02.2025).

First Floor

Plate 59 Corridor with later partition wall accessing toilets at NW end of long SW range (18.02.2025).
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Plate 60 Former Kkitchen space at rear of lift shaft, view to winSgmapes on SW elevation (18.02.2025).

Plate 61 Later partition walls forming toilets in NW end of SW range, view to later window ope in NW gable
(18.02.2025).
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Plate 62 Tripartite window at SW end of firsgfloor corridor next dOSgEe to hot water cylinder and lift shaft

Plate 63 Sample earlier wall paper exposed on SE wall of corridor by tripartite window (18.02.2025).
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Plate 64 View NE along fgst floor corridor fro end (18.02.2025).

)

Plate 65 NE end of first floor corridor to later aluminium framed fire escape door (18.02.2025).
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Plate 66 Timber roof light located centrally al@ first floor corridor (18.0

-
T

Plate 67 SW corner room to front range with chimneybreast and cast iron fireplace on internal NW wall
(18.02.2025).
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Plate 69 Enlarged central front room to front range with projecting stubs of original internal dividing walls,
view to SW (18.02.2025).
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Plate 71 NE corner room to front range, view to later NW internal partition wall (18.02.2025).
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nal SW wall (18.02.2025).

Plate 73 NW elevation of room to rear range, with lower ceiling and attic hatch above small window and
partition scar (arrowed) (18.02.2025).
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Plate 74 SW internal wall of room to rear rafgg with chimneybreas odified fireplace ope (18.02.2025).

Plate 75 View through attic hatch to NE concrete block gable, original roof timbers and lime mortar torching
(18.02.2025).
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