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About the Civic Structures Conservation Grants Scheme

The Department of the Environment, Heri-
tage and Local Government (DEHLG) ad-
ministers a Civic Structures Conservation
Scheme of grants for the restoration and .
conservation of buildings of significant archi-
tectural heritage merit, which are in civic
ownership or occupation and open to the
public generally. The Civic Structures Con-
servation Grants scheme provides support
for local authorities, civic trusts, and other
“not for profit” bodies to upgrade buildings
of significant architectural and heritage
merit. The scheme is not intended to assist
in carrying out routine maintenance, altera-
tions or improvements.

Eligible Structures

Typically structures eligible for grant assis-
tance under this scheme include churches,
public statues and monuments, canal bridges,
harbours, libraries, gate lodges, piers, club-
houses and follies and any qualifying pro-
tected structure.

A protected structure is a structure that is

included on the Record of Protected Struc-
tures (RPS) as maintained by each Planning

Authority.

' Qualifying Works

Grant-aid under this scheme is only available for
conservation works. Works involving the resto-
ration or reinstatement of lost or destroyed ele-
ments of a structure do not qualify. However,
where a structure has largely retained the integ-
rity of its design, the reinstatement of lost ele-
ments of the design may qualify.

It is recommended that an architect, conserva-
tion expert or other suitably qualified profes-
sional advise on the project for the duration.
This person will have a _.mm_uozmmv:ﬁv. to ensure
that all necessary procedures are observed, that
best conservation practice is adhered to
throughout the course of the project and that
work is completed to a satisfactory standard.

Grant Levels

The maximum grant level will be set by .
the Department from year to year and in
2009 the maximum is €40,000. The maxi-
mum grant is set at this level in order to
assist a larger number of demonstration
projects throughout the country in pref-
erence to a smaller number of majer capi-
tal projects. The grant level is intended as
a contribution to the overall cost of con-
servation works only, and not as a funding
mechanism for major capital works. Due
to the level of grant assistance available,
applicants intending to undertake large
capital expenditure are encouraged to
phase the conservation work over 2 num-
ber of years.

For further information, please contact
the Heritage Policy and Architectural Pro-
tection Section on 053 91 85049/037 or
£0 to www.environ.ie




