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To: John Brannigan, Director of Services for Corporate, Regeneration and Active Travel. 
 
Following on from an earlier determination that Section 38 Road Traffic Act 1994 is the appropriate process for the assessment and implementation of the proposed works titled “Active Travel Scheme LD/24/0007 Bus Stop Enhancement Programme (BSEP) ”, a non-statutory public consultation process was undertaken to determine local attitudes and responses to the proposed works. This report outlines this consultation process and the decisions and actions that arise from it. 
 
As mentioned, an earlier determination process was carried out to determine if Section 38 Road Traffic Act 1994 was the appropriate process for the assessment and implementation of the proposed works “Active Travel Scheme LD/24/0007 Bus Stop Enhancement Programme (BSEP)” A copy of this determination report is attached. 
 
Being satisfied that the requirements of the Section 38 Guidelines (issued by the Department of Transport in Oct 2023, see attached)  have been fully complied with in relation to the above proposed development, I have prepared the following report in accordance with the requirements of Section 8 of the above Guidelines and formally submit same to you for a Traffic Works Order to be signed off. 
 
This report concludes by requesting a “Traffic Works Order” to be formally signed off in the form of a Chief Executive’s Order approving the proposed works outlined hereafter. 
 
 
 [image: ]
Senior Executive Engineer,
Active Travel. 








[bookmark: _Toc213054131]INTRODUCTION

Longford County Council has been actively working in collaboration with the National Transport Authority (NTA) to enhance bus stop infrastructure through various projects and programmes. As part of this effort, Longford County Council has submitted a Section 38 application to facilitate these improvements.

[bookmark: _Hlk202193829]The works involve the provision of new Bus Shelters, improvements in accessibility for wheelchair users and individuals with impaired vision, installation of new TFI bus poles, improved hardstanding areas, installation of uncontrolled crossings and upgraded road markings to meet minimum accessibility and safety standards. The works will also include the provision of required drainage, access ramps, lighting and all other required works.

Additionally, the project will include realignment of junction between Church View Drive L10106-0 and St. Mary Street R-198-1381. At junction between Old School Road L-1010-0 and R-198-1381, works will involve making permanent existing bollard junction tightening measures, concrete kerb build outs and provision of raised priority crossing.
These works will be carried out at the following locations.

1.	Longford Town – Battery Road Garda Station North bound

2.	Longford Town – Battery Road School South bound

3.	Longford Town – Pearse View North bound

4.	Longford Town – Little Angels South bound

5.	Longford Town – Foynes Court North bound

6.	Longford Town – Clonbalt Wood South bound

7.	Drumlish - North bound

8.	Drumlish - South bound


[bookmark: _Toc213054132]IS SECTION 38 OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1994 APPROPRIATE  

[bookmark: _Toc213054133]Determining the Applicability of Section 38
The Guidelines on Traffic Works Procedures, issued by the Department of Transport in October 2023 requires that a separate determination exercise is undertaken to determine the works described herein, which are proposed to be carried out by Active Travel Section, are appropriate for assessment and implementation in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994.  
There is a broad scope of interventions on public roads which fall within the definition of “traffic calming measures” for the purposes of the legislation. Items such as:
· Bus facilities such as lay-bys, accessible bus stops and bus shelters
Based on the proposed project, the following works qualify as traffic calming under Section 38(9) of the Road Traffic Act 1994:
The proposed works, including new bus shelters, improved accessibility for wheelchair users and individuals with impaired vision, installation of new TFI bus poles, enhanced hardstanding areas, and upgraded road markings, fall within the scope of traffic calming measures as defined in the relevant legislation. Traffic calming measures are intended to enhance road safety, improve pedestrian and public transport access, and create a more structured and organized road environment.

[bookmark: _Toc213054134]Planning Considerations

There are a number of exemptions from the Part 8 Procedure, with one of those exemptions relating to certain proposals under Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994. 
“works, other than works involving road widening, to enhance public bus services or improve facilities for cyclists provided under section 95 (as amended by section 37 of the Road Traffic Act 1994) of the Road Traffic Act 1961 or under section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994”. Accordingly, any works “to enhance public bus services or improve facilities for cyclists” which are delivered under Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994, are exempted from the normal local authority Part VIII planning process.”
Bus Stop Enhancement Programme (BSEP) Longford is therefore exempt under the legislation, a Part 8 planning process was not required.


[bookmark: _Toc213054135]NON-STATUTORY PUBLIC CONSULTATION, SUBMISSIONS, ETC. 

Once it was decided that Section 38 was the appropriate process, Section 8 of the Guidelines Document provided for a Non-Statutory Public Consultation process to be undertaken to get local feedback from the residents of regarding the proposed works.  
A notice of consultation was published in the Longford Leader. Plans and particulars of the proposed scheme were made available for inspection at the Planning Counter, Longford County Council, Aras An Chontae,  and on Longford County web page, https://www.longfordcoco.ie/services/roads/public-consultation-
Submissions and observations in relation to the proposed works could be emailed to activetravel@longfordcoco.ie , up to 5pm on 2nd May 2025, and also could be made in writing and posted using the following addressed “Submissions, Active Travel Scheme LD/24/0007 Longford, Phase No. 1 (BSEP),  Longford County Council, 2 Church Street, Longford N39 W1X7” on or before 5pm on the 2nd May 2025.
Two submissions were received within the above time frame concerning various aspects of the proposals. Below is a brief description of the submission and Active travel proposed response to the submissions.



[bookmark: _Hlk198557517][bookmark: _Hlk193711914][bookmark: _Hlk198557567][bookmark: _Toc213054136][bookmark: _Hlk201930245][bookmark: _Hlk198564955]Submission 1: Marie Keelty, Resident, Longford Town.
The following is an extract of main points of the submission.
This is a positive move, in relation to public transport for Longford. The Public consultation process seems to be working.
[bookmark: _Hlk201922026]Proposed bus stops and calming measures, the buses need to be able to pull right into the footpath, to allow people with life challenges to get off buses safely. The elderly community, who use Shopping trolleys, to bring their shopping home. 
Are the bus Stops going to have glass surrounds or are durable and resistant to vandalism, maintainable and aesthetically-pleasing. Quicker means of installation of shelters, at all of the bus stops or at a selected few, because they are needed at most, because of Irish weather.
Can you make sure the bus stops are clearly marked in a bright colour on the pole for people who have low vision or who are visually impaired.
Can we also make sure the Bus Stop Signs are placed so that they don't become an obstacle for others.
Is it possible to put the timetables into the shelters in Large print, so that all can see, not just people who have low vision, but also the elderly in our community, who's sight might not be as clear as others.
Is the bus stop on the Battery Road, outside the Garda Station and at St.Johns school, is it going to be an exact replica of the new bus stop at pearse park and outside Little Angels. 
I would hope there will be lights in the shelter, or at the bus stop, can these all be adapted to use solar power, to keep us from using electricity and it would also keep people safe because the area would be well lit.
I don’t know whether it’s possible to fit these shelter’s with CCTV or stop with CCTV for extra safety and security for passengers and also for people around Longford. The Garda could also use it for crime prevention, it would also be a deterrent for all sorts of behaviour.
The kerbs that come out into the roadway tend to cause drivers to become irate, as traffic is stuck behind it, from experience cars tend to overtake buses, onto the wrong side of the road, this needs to be given due thought particularly where there is one road.
The Bus stop and shelter at Foynes Court and Clonbalt Woods, is there going to be a shelter, or both. Because when it rain’s, you get soaked as It’s a wide road and there is no avoiding getting wet.
[bookmark: _Hlk208320147][bookmark: _Hlk198565012][bookmark: _Hlk213054109][bookmark: _Hlk199846537]Response: The Bus Stops will be constructed to comply with the most up to date Guidelines, standards and regulations. The following is an outline of the measures that will be taken.
· [bookmark: _Hlk201930121] Accessibility: Bus bays will allow buses to pull tight to the kerb for safe boarding, especially for older people and those with mobility challenges.
· Shelter Design: Shelters will be durable, vandal-resistant, easy-to-maintain, with glass or polycarbonate surrounds that are also aesthetically pleasing and quick to install.
· Weather Protection: Shelters are required at most stops due to frequent rainfall. Priority will be given to high-traffic and exposed locations.
· Visibility & Signage:
· Poles will be clearly marked in bright, high-contrast colours to aid low-vision users.
· Bus stop signage will not obstruct footpaths or become trip hazards.
· Tactile Paving: Correct tactile paving will be installed at the kerb edge to meet accessibility standards.
· CCTV Provision of CCTV is outside the remit of this proposal.
· Specific Locations:
· The proposed shelters at Battery Road (Garda Station, St. John’s School) will match those at Pearse Park and Little Angels.
· No Shelter proposed for Foynes Court and Clonbalt Woods at phase of the project.

[bookmark: _Toc213054137]3.2  Submission 2, Area Engineer, North Longford.
I noticed that on the drawings of the proposed bus stop that it was proposed to put an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing approximately 15m in front (south of) the bus stop. I recall that the old rules of the road used to say never cross a road in front of a bus and when I looked up the RSA guidance on this, I found that their website on pedestrian safety states “Remember, never cross in front of a stopped bus.” While I know that the proposed crossing is not directly in front of the bus stop, I am worried that it will still impede visibility of traffic approaching from the Right-Hand Side, i.e. from the north. I know there is a solid white line, but the reality is that this will not stop some drivers from overtaking the stopped bus if they can. 
In my opinion it might be better to relocate this crossing to the northern side of the bus stop, i.e. behind the bus. Here the view to the right to approaching traffic on the bus side, is unimpeded and therefore safer. It also allows the anyone crossing a chance to see traffic approaching from the south on the opposing lane. If this was done it would probably mean the bus stop would need to be moved to the south somewhat, but I think this might be possible. 
Another advantage of this would be to locate a crossing point nearer the church and Londis shop which would be preferrable. There have been numerous calls locally for a bus stop in the vicinity of the church. I think it might be possible to locate it somewhere near the Land League plague in front of Kelleher Court. There already is a signalised pedestrian crossing at the library and the installion as proposed of the uncontrolled crossing would only be approximately 85m from this signalised crossing and 60m from the church. Relocating it north to the suggested location, would put it approximately 130m from the signalised crossing and only 15m or so from the church.
Might I also suggest that if this uncontrolled crossing was to be an uncontrolled “raised pedestrian crossing” similar to those now on the Hill Rd and Main St (Mohill Road), it would have the double effect of provided a much-needed crossing and traffic calming “ramp” at the church, which has also been the subject of local requests in the past. Indeed, there have been Notice of Motion requests in the past at the Granard MD meetings calling for both a pedestrian crossing and traffic calming in this area.
Response: In order to address the issues raised and also to address issues raised in the Road Safety Audit, the proposed uncontrolled Crossing will be moved to a location north of the South bound Bus Stop please see attached revised drawing.


[bookmark: _Toc213054138]CONCLUSIONS

Having regard to the above-mentioned public submissions and observations received, it is considered that the proposed development would provide significant improvements for the general public and especially for older people and those with mobility challenges. It is therefore proposed that the development should proceed with minor alterations to deal with the issues raised during the non-statutory public consultation phase. The following is a list of the proposed alterations.
[bookmark: _Hlk190858668][bookmark: _Toc213054139]Concerns raised by Marie Keelty.
The Bus Stops will be constructed to comply with the most up to date Guidelines, standards and regulations.
[bookmark: _Hlk198567311][bookmark: _Toc213054140] Concerns raised by Area Engineer.
[bookmark: _Hlk208321001]The proposed uncontrolled Crossing will be moved to a location north of the South bound Bus Stop, please see drawing attached. This will allow a crossing point for both North and South bound passengers, also it will satisfy an issue raised in the Road Safety Audit.
[bookmark: _Hlk191388287]
[bookmark: _Toc213054141]RECOMMENDATION

In accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act (1994) and the associated guidelines issued by the Department of Transport in Oct 2023, a decision to proceed with the proposed works is an Executive decision, to be recorded by way of a Chief Executive’s Order (Traffic Works Order). 
I therefore recommend that the proposals should proceed, with the minor alterations outlined in Section 4 above and that the decision to proceed be formally recorded as a Chief Executive’s Order (Traffic Works Order) and should be published on the local authority’s website.  

[bookmark: _Hlk193902846]Signed: [image: ]
Brian Kelly Senior Executive Engineer –
Active Travel Section, 
Longford County Council. 
               20/10/2025
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