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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Woodrow Sustainable Solutions Ltd was commissioned by CST Group (on behalf of 

Longford Co. Co.) to undertake a Screening for Appropriate Assessment for the proposed 

R392 Ballymahon Main Street Upgrade, which forms part of the R-392 Regional Road, in 

Ballymahon, Co. Longford. 

The proposal, by Longford Co. Co., is subject to Part 8 of the Planning and Development 

Regulations 2001 (as amended). This sets out the procedure for undertaking such 

developments, and ensures that public consultation is a fundamental part of the process. 

 

It should also be noted that in recent case law from April 2018 it has been highlighted that 

mitigation cannot be taken into account at Stage One Screening Assessment. This ruling 

stated that a Natura Impact Assessment (NIS) must be conducted to assess whether there 

will be an adverse effect on site integrity, taking account of the proposed mitigation only at 

this stage. Therefore, if a likely significant effect, without mitigation, has been highlighted in 

the screening stage, an NIS will be required. 

 

The conclusion of this recent ruling in the Case C323/17 (People over Wind and Peter 

Sweetman V Coillte Teoranta) is: 

 

“Article 6(3) of Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural 

habitats and of wild fauna and flora must be interpreted as meaning that, in order to 

determine whether it is necessary to carry out, subsequently, an appropriate assessment of 

the implications, for a site concerned, of a plan or project, it is not appropriate, at the 

screening stage, to take account of the measures intended to avoid or reduce the harmful 

effects [mitigation] of the plan or project on that site”. 

 

This AA Screening report provides the information necessary to fulfil the requirements of 

Article 6 of the EU Habitats Directive 1992 and Regulation 42 of the (Birds and Natural 

Habitats) Regulations 2011 in determining the potential impacts on Natura 2000 sites of the 

proposal. 
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1.2 Legislative Background  
The European Directive 92/43/EEC (The Habitats Directive) was transposed into Irish law by 

the European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997 and European Communities 

(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (the Habitats Regulations).  Regulation 42(1) 

of the 2011 Regulations requires that: 

“A screening for Appropriate Assessment of a plan or project for which an application for 

consent is received, or which a public authority wishes to undertake or adopt, and which is 

not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site as a European Site, 

shall be carried out by the public authority to assess, in view of best scientific knowledge and 

in view of the conservation objectives of the site, if that plan or project, individually or in 

combination with other plans or projects is likely to have a significant effect on the European 

site”. 

Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the ‘Habitats Directive’ states that: 

“Any uncertainty over the precise nature and/or magnitude of the adverse effects should be 

thoroughly tested. Where appropriate, a precautionary approach should be adopted and the 

assessment of adverse effect based on a worse-case scenario.1” 

If at this stage, the potential for likely significant effects to be identified - there is a 

requirement for a Natura Impact Assessment to be carried out. 

Requirement for a Natura Impact Statement 
The Appropriate Assessment test assesses whether, in view of best scientific knowledge 

and applying the precautionary principle, and in light of the conservation objectives of the 

relevant Natura 2000 Sites, the proposed project, either alone or in combination with other 

plans or projects, may adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000 Sites. 

If, following the screening process, a potential significant effect is predicted or cannot be 

ruled out; under Regulation 42(6) an Appropriate Assessment is required in order to 

determine the potential for impact on integrity of a European site. 

Regulation 42 (9) of the 2011 Habitats Regulations states: 

Where a public authority is required to conduct an Appropriate Assessment pursuant to 

paragraph (6) in relation to a plan or project that it proposes to undertake or adopt, it shall— 

 Prepare a Natura Impact Statement; 
 Compile any other evidence including, but not limited to, scientific evidence that is 

required for the purposes of the Appropriate Assessment; and, 
 Submit a Natura Impact Statement together with evidence compiled under 

subparagraph (b) to the Minister not later than six weeks before it proposes to adopt 
or undertake the plan or project to which the Natura Impact Statement and evidence 
relates. 

Section 177AE of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2001 (as inserted by section 

57 of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010) set out the appropriate 

                                                           
1 (European Commission, 2007) 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/guidance_art6_4_en.pdf (Accessed February 2018) 
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procedure for Local Authority projects with potential to impact on Natura 2000 sites. This 

requires that, where an Appropriate Assessment is required in respect of a development by 

a local authority that is a planning authority, they will prepare, or cause to be prepared, a 

Natura Impact Statement. The Natura Impact Statement shall then be provided to An Bord 

Pleanála for them to undertake an Appropriate Assessment. 

The Appropriate Assessment report comprises the results of information gathered to inform 

a Screening Assessment and a Natura Impact Statement as required under Regulation 42(9) 

of the European Communities (Birds and Natural habitats) Regulations 2011. The Natura 

Impact Statement provides an assessment of the proposal considering potential impacts on 

Qualifying Interests within Natura 2000 sites and provides mitigation proposals to avoid 

impacts on the integrity of Natura 2000 sites. This allows for an audit trail through Article 6 of 

the EU Habitats Directive to facilitate an Appropriate Assessment by a competent authority. 

1.3 Main Sources of Information  

The following are the main sources of information used in this report: 

 Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG, 2009). 

Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning 

Authorities;  

 European Community Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) – The Habitats Directive; 

 European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997; 

 European Commission Environment DG (2001). Assessment of plans and 

projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites: Methodological guidance on the 

provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC; 

 Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 

92/43/EEC; 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Maps2; 

 EPA Sewage Treatment Maps3; 

 National Parks and Wildlife Services online MapViewer4;  

 National Parks and Wildlife Service's data (downloaded GIS datafiles5); and, 

 Longford County Council Planning Portal6.  

 
 

                                                           
2 EPA Maps https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/ (Accessed July 2018) 
3 EPA Sewage Treatment Maps https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/SewageTreatment (Accessed July 2018) 
4 NPWS Map Viewer http://webgis.npws.ie/npwsviewer/ (Accessed July 2018) 
5 NPWS Maps and Data https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data (Accessed July 2018) 
6 Longford County Council Planning Portal http://www.eplanning.ie/LongfordCC/searchtypes (Accessed July 2018) 
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2 DESCRIPTION AND FEATURES OF THE PROJECT AND AREA 

2.1 Location 

CST Group Chartered Consulting Engineers were appointed to complete a Part 8 Planning 

Application for the scheme on behalf of Longford County Council. This application covers a 

section of Main Street within Ballymahon, which forms part of the R-392 Regional Road, 

extending from Nally's Corner to St. Matthew's Church. The extent of this application is shown 

on Drawing No. 116259-2001 which is attached in Appendix A of this report. The proposed 

works are located along a section of the main street in Ballymahon (R392), Co. Longford, 

which is approximately 300m in length. The works lie within the existing hard standing along 

this road. Figure 1 shows the geographical location of the proposed works. 

There are no watercourses on the site. The closest watercourse is the River Inny [EPA 

Code: 26I01], which lies c. 313m south of the proposed works area. This river flows in a south-

easterly direction, and directly into the Lough Ree SAC [Site Code: 000440] and Lough Ree 

SPA [004064], which lie approximately 8.8km downstream of Ballymahon town (c.9.2km 

downstream of the works). The direct path between these sites and the proposed works is 

c.5km. Figure 2 illustrates the location of the works in Ballymahon in relation to Natura 2000 

sites within 15km. 

 

2.2 Description of the proposed development 

The Proposed works, as outlined on the accompanying drawing in Appendix A will involve: 

I. Breaking out of the existing footpaths and carriageway. 

II. Construction of new bituminous carriageway and concrete footpaths to a new 

alignment within the boundaries of the existing streetscape. 

III. Provision of tree pits, planting of trees and other landscaping measures to be 

dispersed throughout the length of the proposed works area. 

IV. Provision of defined car parking within the proposed works area. 

V. Replacement of existing street lighting with decorative columns and/or wall mounted 

lanterns.  

VI. Minor alterations to existing surface water drainage features within the proposed 

works area. 

VII. Provision of Ducts for undergrounding of existing cables. 

All works will be limited to the Application Site shown in Appendix A. 
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Figure 1 - Geographic location of the proposal – Proposed R392 Ballymahon Main Street Upgrade 
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3. POTENTIAL IMPACT ON NATURA 2000 SITES  
The following sections provide information on surrounding Natura 2000 designated sites.  

These can then be assessed based on factors such as proximity to proposal, qualifying 

features and their conservation status.  A screening matrix is then provided on potential 

impacts and significant effect of the planned proposal on these designated sites. 

 

Within each section, the site’s conservation objectives are laid out, the potential for the 

proposal to affect them is considered and a conclusion on potential for the proposal to have 

a significant effect on its qualifying features (and therefore on the Natura 2000 site) is made.  

In the absence of conservation management plans for sites, likely impacts and threats to 

features have been taken from existing documents such as the Draft Habitats Directive 

Assessment of the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines 2010-2022 (Border Regional 

Authority 2010) and from professional judgement. 

 

3.1 Zone of influence 

In many cases a standard 15 km distance from a proposal is used as a potential zone of 

influence within which Natura 2000 sites should be screened for potential impact.  There is 

no clear basis for this, with potential impacts on sites being dependent on the nature of 

impacts arising, sensitivity of receptors and causal links and conduits.  In many cases the 

potential zone of influence is considerably less than 15 km (for example noise and airborne 

pollution) while the potential zone of influence could be greater than 15 km, for example, if 

there is a direct water connection to a large project. For the purposes of an initial look at the 

zone of influence, and to incorporate the precautionary principle, a 15km potential zone of 

influence has been taken as a minimum for all Natura 2000 sites. 

 

Natura 2000 sites within the 15 km potential zone of influence are shown in Table 1 below.  

Figure 2 illustrates the proximity of the proposed development to Natura 2000 sites. 
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Figure 2 - Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the proposed works 
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Table 1 – Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the proposed site 
Natura 2000 

site 
Main features of interest 

* = A priority habitat – habitats which are in 
danger of disappearing within the EU 
territory, are highlighted with an asterisk. 

Distance from 
proposal 

Potential Site-Pathway-Receptor Linkage via proximity of site, and/or 
surface water and/or groundwater connectivity?7 8 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC)  
Lough Ree 
SAC [000440] 

 Natural eutrophic lakes with 
Magnopotamion or 
Hydrocharition - type vegetation 
[3150] 

 Semi-natural dry grasslands and 
scrubland facies on calcareous 
substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) 
(*important orchid sites) [6210] 

 Active raised bogs [7110] 
 Degraded raised bogs still capable 

of natural regeneration [7120] 
 Alkaline fens [7230] 
 Limestone pavements* [8240] 
 Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and 

Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0] 
 Bog woodland [91D0] 
 Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

Direct distance is 
c.5km.  
(c.9.2km 
downstream of the 
works via the River 
Inny) 

Yes. The only connectivity between the proposed site of works and the SAC 
is through the existing drainage network on site, into which the road upgrade 
scheme shall connect, via newly proposed road gullies. These drains lead to 
a stone culvert in the centre of the road and the drainage network eventually 
flows into the River Inny before reaching the SAC c.9.2km downstream of the 
works. 
 
The EPA mapping indicates that there is no potential for groundwater connectivity 
to the SAC due to the fact that the proposed works lie within a Locally Important 
Aquifer (classified as Bedrock which is Moderately Productive only in Local Zones 
(Ll)). 
The following description is provided by the Geological Survey Ireland (GSI) for this 
aquifer category. 
“Ll Locally Important Bedrock Aquifer, Moderately Productive only in Local Zones9: 
Aquifer with a limited and relatively poorly connected network of fractures, fissures 
and joints, giving a low fissure permeability which tends to decrease further with 
depth. A shallow zone of higher permeability may exist within the top few metres of 
more fractured/weathered rock, and higher permeability may also occur along fault 
zones. These zones may be able to provide larger ‘locally important’ supplies of 
water. In general, the lack of connection between the limited fissures results in 
relatively poor aquifer storage and flow paths that may only extend a few hundred 
metres. Due to the low permeability and poor storage capacity, the aquifer has a 
low ‘recharge acceptance’. Some recharge in the upper, more fractured/weathered 
zone is likely to flow along the relatively short flow paths and rapidly discharge to 
streams, small springs and seeps. Groundwater discharge to streams (‘baseflow’) 
can significantly decrease in the drier summer months.” 
The nearest watercourse is the River Inny which lies 313m to the South of the 
proposed works. 
 
 

                                                           
7 EPA Maps https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/ provides online mapping for rivers, streams, flow direction arrows, ground water vulnerability layers and designated sites for Ireland and Northern Ireland etc. 
– This website was used to assess the potential for connectivity of watercourses and ground water from the proposal to Natura 2000 sites. 
8 EPA Sewage Treatment Maps https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/SewageTreatment provides online mapping for rivers, streams, flow direction arrows, WWTP Locations and WWTP discharge points in 
relation to designated areas. 
9 Geological Survey Ireland (GSI) https://www.gsi.ie/documents/GSI%20Aquifer%20Category%20Descriptions.pdf – A description of Aquifer Categories. 
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Ballymore Fen 
SAC [002313] 

 Transition mires and quaking bogs 
[7140] 

Direct distance is 
c.10.7km  
(approximately 16km 
upstream via the Rath 
River) 

No. The proposed works have no Site-Pathway-Receptor Linkage to this SAC. The 
SAC lies upstream of the proposed works area, and as explained above, 
groundwater connectivity is not an issue in this instance given the extensive 
distance from the proposed works to this SAC and the type of aquifer here. In 
addition, transition mires and quaking bogs are groundwater and rainwater fed 
systems as such, there is no potential for this qualifying interest habitat to be 
affected by the proposed works. 

Mount Jessop 
Bog SAC 
[002202] 

 Degraded raised bogs still capable 
of natural regeneration [7120] 

 Bog woodland* [91D0] 

c. 12km to the north No. There is no surface water or groundwater connectivity to this site, given the lack 
of a direct hydrological linkage, the type of aquifer involved, and the significant 
distance from this site. 

Fortwilliam 
Turlough SAC 
[000448] 

 Turloughs* c. 15km to the north-
west 

No. There is no surface water or groundwater connectivity to this site, given the lack 
of a direct watercourse linkage, the significant distance from this site and the fact 
that the turlough exists within a different aquifer to the proposed site of works. 

Special Protection Area (SPA)  
Lough Ree 

SPA [004064] 

 Little Grebe Tachybaptus 

ruficollis [A004] 

 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 

[A038] 

 Wigeon Anas penelope [A050] 

 Teal Anas crecca [A052] 

 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

[A053] 

 Shoveler Anas clypeata [A056] 

 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

[A061] 

 Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 

[A065] 

 Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 

[A067] 

 Coot Fulica atra [A125] 

 Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 

[A140] 

 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus [A142] 

 Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

[A193] 

 Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] 

Direct distance is 
c.5km.  
(c.9.2km 

downstream of the 

works via the River 

Inny) 

As above for Lough Ree SAC. 

 

Yes. The only connectivity between the proposed site of works and the SAC 

is through the existing drainage network on site, into which the road 

upgrade scheme shall connect, via newly proposed road gullies. These 

drains lead to a stone culvert in the centre of the road and the drainage 

network eventually flows into the River Inny before reaching the SAC 

c.9.2km downstream of the works. 

 
The sites highlighted in grey are considered to have a Potential Site-Pathway-Receptor Linkage to the proposed working area. Qualifying interests highlighted in bold are considered to be 

potentially affected by this linkage.
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3.2 Description of sites within the zone of influence 

The proposed works occur within 15km of the boundary of five Natura 2000 sites as listed in 

Table 1 above. There are no Natura 2000 sites which are connected to the proposed site via 

groundwater. The only potential for connectivity to Natura 2000 sites is via the surface water 

discharge point from the road drainage network in Ballymahon. 

As such, the only Natura 2000 sites that are considered to lie within the zone of influence of 

this proposal are: 

 Lough Ree SAC [000440] 

 Lough Ree SPA [004064] 

All other sites have been ruled out for the reasons specified within Table 1 above. 

3.2.1 Lough Ree SAC [000440] 

The following text is derived from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Site 

Synopsis for this SAC (NPWS, 2016): 

“Lough Ree is the third largest lake in Ireland and is situated in an ice-deepened depression 

in Carboniferous limestone on the River Shannon system between Lanesborough and 

Athlone. The site spans Counties Longford, Roscommon and Westmeath. Some of its 

features (including the islands) are based on glacial drift. It has a very long, indented 

shoreline and hence has many sheltered bays. Although the main habitat, by area, is the 

lake itself, interesting shoreline, terrestrial and semiaquatic habitats also occur.”  

The full site synopsis is available at: https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-

sites/synopsis/SY000440.pdf  

3.2.2 Lough Ree SPA [004064] 

The following text is derived from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Site 

Synopsis for this SPA (NPWS, 2015): 

“Situated on the River Shannon between Lanesborough and Athlone, Lough Ree is the third 

largest lake in the Republic of Ireland. It lies in an ice-deepened depression in Carboniferous 

Limestone. Some of its features (including the islands) are based on glacial drift. The main 

inflowing rivers are the Shannon, Inny and Hind, and the main outflowing river is the 

Shannon. The greater part of Lough Ree is less than 10 m in depth, but there are six deep 

troughs running from north to south, reaching a maximum depth of about 36 m just west of 

Inchmore. The lake has a very long, indented shoreline and hence has many sheltered bays. 

It also has a good scattering of islands, most of which are included in the site.” 

“The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 

conservation interest for the following species: Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, 

Shoveler, Tufted Duck, Common Scoter, Goldeneye, Little Grebe, Coot, Golden Plover, 

Lapwing and Common Tern. The E.U. Birds Directive pays particular attention to wetlands 

and, as these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds are of special 

conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbird. Lough Ree is one of the most important 
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Midland sites for wintering waterfowl, with nationally important populations… of particular 

note is that Lough Ree is one of two main sites in the country for breeding common scoter, a 

Red Data Book species.” 

The full site synopsis is available at: https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-

sites/synopsis/SY004064.pdf  

 

3.3 Assessment of likely impacts affecting Natura 2000 sites 

3.3.1.1 Direct Impacts and Habitat Loss 

Although within 15m of Lough Ree, the proposal is entirely outside the boundary of the SAC 

and SPA, and no associated works will be undertaken within these designated sites.  There 

is therefore no potential for direct impacts through habitat loss within these Natura 2000 

Sites. 

3.3.1.2 Water Pollution 

Construction/refurbishment work and landscaping at the site will inevitably include some 

level of excavation, spoil movement, and storage and re-fuelling / fuel storage.  The 

excavation and storage of excavated material within the site boundary has the potential to 

result in the localised release of suspended solids or cement and the use of machinery 

during the construction stage of the proposed works has the potential to result in localised 

fuel spills within the site. However, the potential extent of this is limited due to the restricted 

nature of the works, which exist within an existing area of hard standing. 

Release of hydrocarbons into watercourses as a result of events such as fuel spills has the 

potential to impact on water quality as a result of reduced oxygen, thereby affecting the fish 

populations that require good oxygen supplies.  The release of relatively small amounts of 

hydrocarbons into watercourses, therefore, has the potential to result in significant impact on 

the downstream populations of fish.  In addition, release of cement can affect the pH of a 

waterbody with direct toxic impacts on fish and other aquatic organisms. 

There are no watercourses directly on this site. In addition, the site is surrounded by existing 

roads and concrete paving (see Plate 1 below). 
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Plate 1 – The proposed site of works 

The only potential for release of hydrocarbons is through the existing sewer network. New 

gullies at the proposed site shall direct water into the existing drainage system. This 

drainage network flows to a stone culvert in the centre of the road, which eventually flows 

into the River Inny. However, this river lies c. 313m away from the works, to the south. As 

such, any silt runoff or hydrocarbons would undergo mixing within the drainage network prior 

to reaching this river. 

In the unlikely event that there was any significant amounts of polluted runoff released during 

these works, or during operation of the new road, these substances would also undergo 

mixing within approximately 9.2km of watercourse prior to reaching the SAC. The River Inny 

was considered to have ‘moderate’ River Waterbody Quality Status in 2010 – 2015 (its 

current Water Quality Risk is to be reviewed by the EPA). Given the above environmental 

conditions and the limited nature of the proposed works, it is considered that there is no 

potential for these road upgrade works, in this location, to result in a likely significant effect 

upon any European Site. 

In addition, the proposed works will reduce roadside parking (there-by minimising the 

potential for hydrocarbon release here) and increase the area of soft-landscaping by 

including a grassed and tree-lined island in the centre of this section of road. This will assist 

in the absorption of rainwater, and reduce run off to a certain extent, which improves the 

existing situation slightly. 

Best practice environmental controls will be required of the contractor as a standard 

requirement by Longford County Council.  This includes the requirement for spill kits to be 

available on site and also appropriate storage of chemicals and materials to be used during 

construction e.g. cement, sand and spoil etc. 

The size and location of the construction operation means that any potential for creation of 

polluted effluent, that could reach the River Inny is considered to be negligible. Taking 

account of the above, there is not likely to be any perceptible impact on the foraging areas 

for birds within the SPA as a result of the proposed works. Therefore, there is not considered 

to be any potential for a significant effect on Lough Ree SAC or SPA resulting from pollution 

in this regard. 
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4. CONSIDERATION OF ‘IN-COMBINATION’ IMPACTS  

Article 6 of the EU Habitats Directive and Regulation 15 of the European Communities 

(Natural Habitats) Regulations state that any plan or project that may, either alone or in 

combination with other plans or projects, significantly affect a Natura 2000 site, should be 

the subject of an Appropriate Assessment.  The assessment of in-combination impacts is 

therefore an important part of the screening process.  

 

In-combination impacts can be an issue when proposals have a small impact on Natura 

2000 sites as a result of factors such as disturbance or pollution. If other proposals also have 

a further small impact, the combined result can be a significant impact on the Natura site. 

 

A significant on-going project within the wider vicinity of the proposed works area is the new 

Centre Parcs development, which is located c.5km from Ballymahon, within conifer 

plantation on the Newcastle Estate (Planning Register Reference Number: 15/174; An Bord 

Pleanála Reference Number: PL 14.246336). An NIS was carried out for this project, and the 

details of this were accepted by An Bord Pleanála who have granted this development 

(subject to compliance with the conditions set out in the planning application, ABP 

Inspector’s Report10 and the recommendations and mitigation measures set out in the EIS 

and NIS for that project. The findings of that NIS (Environmental Impact Services, 2015) 

were that the project would not have any adverse effects on the integrity of any European 

Sites (including the Lough Ree SAC/SPA), either alone, or in combination with other plans or 

projects. 

 

Additional projects are proposed in the Ballymahon area which are included within an overall 

Masterplan for the town. Within the masterplan proposals, significant areas of land are 

proposed to be developed for the following purposes: 

 Residential, greenspace, parking behind the main street; 

 A designated parking area behind SuperValu; 

 An artisan/market/parking area behind the public library/bank of Ireland; 

 Further parking areas in the vicinity of Cooney’s Hotel; and, 

 The creation of Ballymulvey Cycleway. 

 

Each of these development proposals shall be subject to their own appropriate assessment 

process and proposed mitigation where required to avoid environmental impacts. Given that 

the works proposed for this project lie within an existing area of hard standing, 313m away 

from the nearest watercourse, and are greater than 9km upstream of the nearest Natura 

2000 sites, it is not anticipated that this will have any perceptible impact upon the designated 

sites or their Qualifying Interest habitats or species. Due to the scale, nature and location of 

these proposed urban upgrade works, and the fact that they will lower parking within the 

application site, and increase soft-landscaping within the application boundary, it is 

considered that they will have an overall positive effect on the quality of surface water runoff 

within the application site, as such, they will not have any adverse in-combination effects 

with other upgrade schemes or development proposals within the greater environs. 

                                                           
10 (ABP, 2016) Inspector’s Report. Forest Holiday Village – Newcastle Wood, Ballymahon, Co. Longford. 
http://www.pleanala.ie/documents/reports/246/R246336.pdf (As accessed July 2018) 



Screening for Appropriate Assessment,   Woodrow Sustainable Solutions Ltd. 
Proposed R392 Ballymahon Main Street Upgrade, 
Co. Longford.  August 2018 

14 
 

Other potential ‘in-combination’ effects on water quality can arise if local waste water 

treatment plants (WWTPs) in the area are working over-capacity and subsequently 

discharge into, or upstream of, a Natura 2000 site. The Ballymahon WWTP discharges to 

the River Inny approximately 320m downstream of the proposed work site. The Annual 

Environmental Report (Irish Water, 2015) for this WWTP indicates that this discharge is not 

having any impact on water quality according to the Ambient Monitoring Report produced 

following downstream monitoring here. The WWTP occasionally reaches its capacity of a 

maximum 2,125 p.e., however the AER report states “The design of the wastewater 

treatment plant allows for peak values and therefore the peak loads have not impacted on 

compliance with Emission Limit Values”. In general, the average loading of this WWTP is 

1,900 – 2,000. 

It should be noted that according to the EPA online mapping (https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/ ), 

the waterbody status of the River Inny is currently unassigned (referred to as ‘Requiring a 

Review’); in addition, the waterbody status of Lough Ree is referred to as ‘At Risk’ of not 

meeting the Water Framework Directive (WFD) standards. The proposed R392 Ballymahon 

Main Street Upgrade, outlined in Appendix A will not have any perceptible impact upon the 

River Inny which runs into the Lough Ree given the location of the project within existing 

hard standing, the small scale of the proposal, the lack of water courses on the site, and the 

distance of 313m to the nearest watercourse. In addition, the only connectivity to Lough Ree 

is through approximately 9.2km of watercourse, which will allow for significant mixing within 

this watercourse from the discharge point prior to reaching the Lough Ree SAC/SPA. It can 

therefore be concluded that there is no potential for significant ‘in-combination’ effects on 

Natura 2000 sites as a result of this proposal. 

 

5 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE – SCREENING MATRIX 

Having laid out the site features and known threats above for Natura 2000 sites within the 

zone of influence that could be impacted by the proposal, the Significance of Impact Matrix 

(Table 2) provides an analysis of the potential for the proposal to result in a significant 

adverse effect on each Natura 2000 site, site taking account of the known threats to the site 

listed above. It is important to note at this stage that a potential significant effect can only be 

ruled out if there is considered to be no risk; any uncertainty must result in potential 

significant effect being assumed. 
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Table 2 - Screening Matrix  

 

*These interest features are considered to be particularly sensitive to water quality impacts. 

Interest feature* Potential connectivity 
with likely significant 

effects? 

Potential Impact / Cause? Potential 
Significant 

Effects   
Lough Ree SAC [000440] 

 Natural eutrophic lakes with 
Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition 
- type vegetation [3150] 

 Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

No Negligible potential for suspended solids to be released into the River Inny which 
lies c.313m south of the site. 
Negligible potential for the release of hydrocarbons and cement during the 
construction stage of the proposed works to reach the River Inny. 
Aspects of construction with potential to result in mobilisation of sediments, 
hydrocarbons or other pollutions (including excavation, wet trades and fuel 
storage) are extremely limited.  Site is separated from the watercourse by more 
than 300m of existing road. 

No Potential 
Significant 
Effect 

Lough Ree SPA [004064] 

 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

[A004] 

 Wigeon Anas penelope [A050] 

 Teal Anas crecca [A052] 

 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos [A053] 

 Shoveler Anas clypeata [A056] 

 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula [A061] 

 Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 

[A065] 

 Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 

[A067] 

 Coot Fulica atra [A125] 

 Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

[A193] 

 Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] 

No As above for Lough Ree SAC. Water quality impacts will not arise which might 
have significant effects upon any Natura 2000 sites. 

No Potential 
Significant 
Effect 
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6 CONCLUSIONS OF SCREENING 
According to NPWS (2009), the Appropriate Assessment Stage 1: Screening exercise can 

result in one of three conditions: 

 An Appropriate Assessment is not required i.e. where the plan/proposal is associated 
with the management of the site;  

 There is no potential for significant effects i.e. Appropriate Assessment is not 
required;  

 Significant effects are certain, likely or uncertain i.e. the project must either proceed 
to Stage 2: Appropriate Assessment, or be rejected. 

 

As displayed in the screening matrix (Table 2) it has been concluded that there is ‘no 

potential for significant effects’ to occur in relation to the Natura 2000 sites within Lough Ree 

or any other Natura 2000 site as a result of this proposal. 

 

The limited size and nature of the project (within existing hard standing), its separation 

distance from the river channel, the increase in soft landscaping, and the decrease in 

roadside car parking, in addition to the River Inny currently meeting its WFD standards, 

means that there is not considered to be any potential for construction or operational stage 

impacts on Qualifying Interests of adjacent or downstream Natura 2000 sites (the closest of 

which lie c.9.2km downstream). 

 

This Screening for Appropriate Assessment has identified the particular types of effect that 

have potential for significant effect on Natura 2000 sites.  The screening has identified that, 

on the basis of best scientific knowledge available, there will be no significant effects on any 

Natura 2000 site as a result of this proposal, taking account of the sites’ conservation 

objectives, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects.  There is 

therefore considered to be no requirement to progress to Appropriate Assessment in 

this case. 
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APPENDIX A – Proposed Project Extents which are being assessed in this AA Screening (Source: CST Group) 

 


